Resurrection Life
Discipleship Course

Being Conformed to the Image of Christ
Doing the Work of Ministry in the Power of the Holy Spirit

Resurrection Life International
703 1st Ave. Troy, New York USA
resurrectionlifenow@gmail.com
http://resurrectionlife.net

Discipleship Course
Module I

Being Conformed to the Image of Christ
Peter and Lori Whitehouse

“Conformed to the Image of Christ”
Romans 8:29

1

2

Contents
Introduction .................................................................................................................................................. 6
Course Overview… Being Conformed to the Image of Christ ..................................................................... 7
Lesson 1: Discipleship and The Doctrine of Dying ....................................................................................... 8
Discipleship .......................................................................................................................................8
The Doctrine of Dying................................................................................................................................. 11
Lesson 2: The Olive Press, Being A Disciple- Forgiving Others.................................................................. 13
The Olive Press ........................................................................................................................................... 13
What Should A True Disciple Look Like? ................................................................................................... 14
Forgiving Others ......................................................................................................................................... 15
Asking for Forgiveness ............................................................................................................................... 18
Lesson 3: Intimacy with God, The Meaning of Life, Prayer and Fruitfulness ........................................... 19
The Presence of the Lord ........................................................................................................................... 19
The Meaning of Life…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..21
Developing Intimacy with God .................................................................................................................. 21
Prayer and Fruitfulness .............................................................................................................................. 24
An Open Heaven......................................................................................................................................... 25
Adding Weight to Your Prayers ................................................................................................................. 27
Prayer with Fasting..................................................................................................................................... 28
Prevailing Prayer ........................................................................................................................................ 28
Lesson 4: Divine Guidance… Being Led by the Spirit of God………………………………………………………………… 31
Laying the Foundation………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 31
How Does God Speak Today?…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 33
Principles of Guidance………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 34
Lesson 5: Perseverance and Humility……………………………………………………………………………………………………37
Perseverance and Endurance………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..37
Humility ...................................................................................................................................................... 40
Humility... Maturing to Childhood ............................................................................................................ 41
How to Humble Yourself ............................................................................................................................ 42

3

Lesson 6: Submission to Authority, Fear of God and Judgment of God ................................................... 43
Submission to Authority ............................................................................................................................ 43
The Fear of God .......................................................................................................................................... 44
Consequences ............................................................................................................................................. 45
Grace vs. the Fear of God ........................................................................................................................... 47
A Prophetic Word from the Lord ............................................................................................................... 47
The Judgment of God ................................................................................................................................. 48
Lesson 7: Servant Leadership, The Truth and Preparation of a Leader .................................................... 50
Servant Leadership ..................................................................................................................................... 50
Love the Truth ............................................................................................................................................ 52
Your Blind Spots ......................................................................................................................................... 52
Your Perception of Truth............................................................................................................................ 53
Preparation of a Leader ............................................................................................................................. 54
Review ........................................................................................................................................................ 55
Lesson 8: Fruitful in Affliction and Endurance........................................................................................... 56
Fruitful in Affliction .................................................................................................................................... 56
Endurance ................................................................................................................................................... 59
Endurance is closely related to trials ......................................................................................................... 60
Biggest Hindrances to Enduring ................................................................................................................. 61
How to Endure ............................................................................................................................................ 61
Lesson 9: Self Discipline, Self-Control and Repentance ........................................................................... 63
Self-control is a limited resource ............................................................................................................... 63
Self-discipline ............................................................................................................................................. 65
Repentance… Turning Away from Sin ....................................................................................................... 66
Lesson 10: Courage and Integrity in Ministry ............................................................................................ 68
Courage ....................................................................................................................................................... 68
Integrity in Ministry.................................................................................................................................... 69
Truth ........................................................................................................................................................... 69
Use of Money ............................................................................................................................................. 70
Use of Time ................................................................................................................................................. 71
Making and Keeping Promises ................................................................................................................... 71
Sexual Sin .................................................................................................................................................... 71
Pride ............................................................................................................................................................ 72
4

5

Introduction
This course is for those who are serious about following Jesus. It will cover tough things and
expose dark areas. The Lord will help you go deeper and farther… bringing you to the place
where you will be willing to lay down your life for His Kingdom purposes. Your goal is not to be
sin-conscious or self-conscious but to become Christ-conscious. You will look at your motives
and will find that all of them aren’t pure. In fact, you will see many things that need to change…
and you will allow the Holy Spirit to break, refine and prune you by His grace and power.
Dying to self is usually difficult and sometimes painful. Nevertheless, you are being conformed
to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). You are growing into the full stature of Jesus (Ephesians
4:13) and it is a process! This course will help reveal the truth and help you get rid of the things
that hold you back. Learn to say “yes” to God, allowing Him to stretch you. Remember, in your
weakness, His strength is made perfect! (2 Corinthians 12:9)
The Church of Jesus Christ is in serious need of a spiritual revival. Many have fallen away from
biblical Christianity and have embraced the ways of the world. In this hour, the Lord is looking
for true disciples… those who will believe and obey His word, lay down their life, take up their
cross and follow Him. He offers great reward and abundant fruitfulness to those who will. Are
you willing to be a true disciple of Jesus Christ? Count the cost – it will cost you everything.
In Module 2 you will learn to do the work of ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit!
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Course Overview… Being Conformed to the Image of Christ
Required Materials:
•
•

The Bible
‘The Crucifixion Handbook’ by Peter Whitehouse

Some of the topics we will cover in this class:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Intimacy with God
Divine Guidance
Prayer and Fruitfulness
Dying to self
Refining and pruning
Humility
The process of being conformed to the image of Christ
Forgiving and asking for forgiveness
Submission to authority
Integrity in Ministry
Laying down your rights, checking your motives
Self-discipline and self-control
The tongue (murmuring, complaining and gossip)
Responding to the adversity
Repentance
The Fear of God

Timeframe:
•
•

This course is designed to be completed within 1 year or less… reading the entire
curriculum, the Crucifixion Handbook and completing all assignments.
A test will be given at the end of each lesson for those who want to receive a certificate
and/or receive credit toward ordination and ministerial credentials.
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Lesson 1: Discipleship and The Doctrine of Dying
Discipleship
The Great Commission is to go into all the world and proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are
to make disciples. As a disciple (one who lays down his own life for Jesus’ sake) we, in turn,
make disciples. To make disciples we ourselves must be a disciple, submitting to authority and
teachable. We must be willing to learn from those who walk with the Lord daily, have walked
through difficult trials, gained victory in certain areas and are one step ahead.
In life, there is a conviction of the Holy Spirit that we have died. It is not we who live, but Christ
is alive in us in every situation, leading us into places that we may not want to go (John 21:18).
Our own discipline and growth in the Lord will help us to overcome every hindrance, by His
grace. We are (positionally) justified and righteous before God because of Christ’s obedience.
We are justified in salvation and are purified through sanctification. This is our wilderness
journey, the sanctification of our soul (our mind, will and emotions) and most specifically, our
hearts. The Lord desires a complete surrender of our hearts and our whole lives to Him.
Psalm 34:18 - The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
•
•

Broken- [Hebrew: 7665] Shabar- To burst, break in pieces, crush
Heart- [Hebrew: 3820] Leb- Inner man, mind, will, heart [mind, will, emotions], the
center of everything
The Lord desires to break us. When our heart is broken, it is pliable. The Lord is able to speak to
us and through us. We are called to take up our cross daily and deny ourselves. By the will of
the Father and the move of the Holy Spirit, we will find ourselves going through various trials
and tribulations. There are times we will question God and question His will. It is during these
times, if we deny ourselves, abide through the struggle, allow the Lord to do His work and His
will in our lives that we find we are broken. As we emerge coming up out of these seasons
trusting the Lord, we will find ourselves leaning more on Jesus as we see the victory is not ours,
but in Him. Brokenness causes us to cry out “Where can I go Lord, you have the words of
eternal life. I can’t go without you. You are with me, no matter where I go.” (Psalm 139:8).
Brokenness and denying ourselves is also the beginning of our life, not the end.
Our walk with the Lord is similar to the breaking of a wild horse which is of little value until it
learns to submit to the will of its master. God has purchased us with the blood of Jesus, He
knows our value and plan for our lives. But, without our willingness to be tested, tried and
broken, we will not live up to our fullest potential. Even Jesus, after being baptized by the Holy
Spirit and hearing the Father proclaim a blessing to Him as His only Son was led into the
wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tested of the devil.
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Matthew 5:3- Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
•

Poor- [Greek: 4434] Ptochos- ptōxós (from ptōssō, "to crouch or cower like a beggar") –
properly, bent over; (figuratively) deeply destitute, completely lacking resources
Being poor in spirit is the opposite of proud (standing tall with our chins up). This heart of the
poor in spirit cries “Lord I can’t go without you! I can’t make it unless you give me your grace.
There is nothing in me that can fulfill all that you have for me by myself”. To bring heaven to
earth, we must be poor in spirit.
Matthew 7:13-14 -Enter through the narrow [1] gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow [2] the
road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”
•

•

Narrow [1]- [Greek: 4728] Stenos- narrow, strait. Vines Greek Dictionary: An adjective
derived from root of Sten as in groan and Stenagmos-groaning. The word for Stenos
"narrow" comes from the root word meaning to groan.
Narrow [2]- [Greek: 2346] Thlibó- afflict, suffer tribulation, trouble, to rub together,
constrict (compress), i.e. pressed together; (figuratively) oppressively afflict (distress).

A disciple does not live his own life or choose his own way. The journey of a disciple is a narrow
road comprised of denying oneself, taking up the cross daily and of trouble and tribulation. We
seek a homeland in heaven and have surrendered all of our rights desiring to take up our cross.
Becoming Christ-like is being transformed by the renewing of our minds and asking God for
wisdom in every situation (James 1:5). It is the Lord’s desire for us to lean on Him, seek Him, die
to ourselves and be willing to go where He leads.
Luke 14:25-26- Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them He said: “If anyone
comes to Me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be My disciple.”
•

Hate- [Greek: 3404] Miseó-properly, to detest (on a comparative basis); hence,
denounce; to love someone or something less than someone (something) else, i.e. to
renounce one choice in favor of another.
If we cannot forsake the opinions, contempt, denouncement of others about our life of faith,
about Jesus and follow Him, we are not worthy to be His disciple. This is what Jesus is talking
about.
Luke 9:23-25- Then He said to them all: "Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his own
life will lose it and whoever desires to lose his life, for My sake, will find it. What good is it for
someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose their very soul?” The world is a nothing but a
façade. The enemy wants to destroy us (John 10:10). A life surrendered to Jesus will gain a life
that cannot be taken.
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Ruth 1:16- But, Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you
go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my
God.” This is our cry to the Lord. Have you reached that place yet? Have you been broken to the
point that you see this world has nothing to offer? The secret of a joy-filled life does not lie in
the absence of pain. That is a deception. Real joy is not feeling happy because everything is
going well. Real joy is feeling His presence in the midst of adversity.
Isaiah 60:2- See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD
rises upon you and his glory appears over you.
•

Glory- [Hebrew: 3519] Kabowd- from Kabad; properly, weight, but only figuratively in a
good sense, splendor or copiousness -- glorious(-ly), glory honour(-able).

If we are praying for revival and are not broken enough to handle the weight of His Glory, it will
crush us. Or, we can ruin what the Lord intends to do through us if we have not been trained in
our walk with the Lord under His weight, a training in righteousness.
How to embrace the Cross and Live as a Disciple:
1. Humiliation- God will use reproach, poverty, loneliness, persecution, distress, failures
and disappointments.
2. Rejecting the praise of man
3. Embrace simplicity and child-like faith
4. Live and walk by faith- Hebrews 11:1- Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see.
The necessary requirement of living by faith is to be in lack! God will allow impossible
circumstances in our life that cause us to cry out to Him to increase our faith.
Real grace is found in weakness! True revival begins with brokenness. John 12:24-25- “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will
keep it to life eternal.”
The Lord does have times of great blessing for us, however, we will face adversity. But, we can
face it with joy. As you can see, the call to discipleship is not a promise of financial prosperity,
success or popularity.
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The Doctrine of Dying
“We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed-- always carrying about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For
we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So, then death is working in us, but life in you.” 2Cor. 4:8-12
Paul was notified when our Lord first called him that he would suffer greatly... and surely this
came to pass. What a difficult ministry: whipped, beaten with rods, stoned, shipwrecked, with
various perils, weariness and toils, sleeplessness, hunger and thirst, cold and nakedness...
Absolutely incredible! But read on; this next line is extremely revealing. Perhaps we are so
taken back by Paul’s suffering that we miss the reason for it. This is a key principle of fruitful
ministry and the foundation of the doctrine of dying to self.
Paul goes on to explain why he was hard pressed, perplexed, persecuted and struck down.
The reason: “… that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are
always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
mortal flesh. So, then death is working in us, but life in you” Do you understand? Paul’s life was
crushed; he was made weak, always delivered to death... so that the life of Jesus may be made
manifest in his mortal body! “Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong”
(2Cor.12: 9,10). Do you see? Death was working in Paul so that life could flow from him to
others.
This is not only true for Paul, but a biographical sketch of any fruitful servant of God always
reveals trials, sufferings, frailties and failures... death being at work in their mortal bodies,
making them strong and powerful in the spirit. Watchman Nee wrote, “It is through your
wounds that the Holy Spirit flows out from you.” I know many saints who minister out of their
woundedness, weakness and brokenness. They struggle or wrestle, but Spirit-life flows out
from them and many are blessed. Conversely, there are those who have it “all together” and
act like they are moving in power, but actually demonstrate very little. They are strong, relying
upon themselves.
Paul gives us another reason for the intense trials that work death in us: “Yes, we had the
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the
dead…” (2Cor. 1:9). We are to be dependent upon God. Most Christians pledge allegiance to
this concept but few actually live that way. Complete dependency is the place where faith is
grown and power made manifest. Have you ever wondered why Jesus told the twelve when He
sent them to the towns and villages of Israel, "Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your
money belts, nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs…”(Matt. 10:9,10)?
The state of total dependency is an incubator for faith… and the subsequent release of spiritual
power!
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Be encouraged, beloved, the dying process is the work of God and He has been with you every
step of the way. He allowed, or perhaps even arranged the circumstances that worked death in
Paul. He is doing the same for you. No need to bring it upon yourself. The Lord has seasons for
refining, pruning and breaking, to a lesser or greater degree, according to His plans and purpose
for you. He will perform it and bring it to completion… to the glory of His name, for the blessing
of others.
It is important to note that miracle power can be released through any Christian vessel… for the
sake of the hurting masses. Nonetheless, self-reliance and pride are major hindrances to the
work of God. Transforming Holy Spirit power flows best through the weak and broken. History
clearly reveals these things.

Assignments:
Memorize Philippians 2:5-11:
•

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God,

did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of
death, even the death of the cross. Therefore, God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”
•

Read one devotional, daily, from ‘The Crucifixion Handbook’ by Peter Whitehouse
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Lesson 2: The Olive Press, Being A Disciple, Forgiving Others
The Olive Press
“Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps
may be kept burning.” Exodus 27:20 (NIV). The Lord commanded pressed olives for lighting the
lamps in the tabernacle. The Lord required the lamps be filled with the best fruits of the olive
oil in order for the lamp to burn continually.
Jesus spent much of His quality time with His disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane. The
garden was comprised of a grove of olive trees.
•

Gethsémani- [1068 Hebrew]: oil-press; Gethsemane, a garden near Jerusalem -Gethsemane.
Let’s consider the olive press. During November through December (harvesting season) olives
are shaken or scraped from the tree with a rake. This is a violent motion. Olive pressing is
described this way:
Because the olives are hard, the first beating of olives in a bowl was required to remove the
pulp. Pulp inhibited the oil from being pure and burned in the lampstand. Olives are initially
placed in a container and are pressed (or rolled over) with a weighted, heavy rock. When that
consistency is ready, the olives are then mashed into a paste. The first step of crushing is
ineffective and not complete. (Isaiah 53:5 “…He was crushed for our iniquities…”). The first
batch of crushed olives is put within a basket. The baskets are stacked on top of each other. A
heavy weight (stone) is then released by a rope pressing down on the baskets one time then
released. The second pressing is harder still with more pressure preparing the olives, then a
release. The third pressing is the most intense and it is here that the purest form of oil is
emitted. This is the only acceptable blend of pure oil that lit the lampstand in the tabernacle. In
the garden of Gethsemane (Garden of Olives) we see Jesus (before his crucifixion) praying.
Looking at this example symbolically we can see the representation of the three stages of olive
pressing. First, He is in the garden of the olive press. He asks his disciples to watch and pray and
says “My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death”. We could see this as the first pressing.
Second, he goes a distance away from his disciples and falls on His face praying “Father, if you
are willing, remove this cup from Me, however, not My will but Your will be done”- the second
pressing. The third time that He prayed and “Being in agony He was praying very fervently; and
His sweat became like great drops of blood, falling down upon the ground”- the third and
acceptable pressing brought forth the purest sacrifice, great drops of blood. Jesus set the
example in the garden. He spent time with His disciples teaching them in this garden.
Jesus appeared to John (in Revelation 4:5) in the midst of the lampstand. He represents the
light of the world! He is the first fruit! As disciples, we lay down our lives, die to and deny
ourselves and take up our cross daily. We decide to follow the narrow road (not my will, but
13

Yours be done). We walk through trying and difficult seasons allowing the Lord to crush us so
that the light of Jesus will come forth and we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice. (Romans 12:1).
He was obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:8). He is Christ to
the Glory of God the Father. Everything we do in our lives is for His glory, for the glory of God
the Father. We represent Him.

What Should A True Disciple Look Like?
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be
done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; So, you will be My
disciples.” John 15:7-8
The meaning of the Greek word for disciples (Mathetes) is from the verb Manthano (to learn).
The root word math suggests thought, with effort put forth. The word disciple has a double
implication. A disciple is a learner who follows both the teaching and the teacher. This means
that we, as disciples, are learning… but more is required! We are to take what we have learned
and apply it to our lives. We are to follow our Master and become like Him… thinking like He
thinks, saying what He says and doing what He does.
The Lord calls us to surrender ourselves to Him with complete abandonment, willing to die to
ourselves, willing to do whatever it takes to be fruitful. It’s not in our strength, but being
completely dependent on Him, that produces fruit. Once we are in a place of dependency on
God, then we can say “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13).
You are being conformed to the image of your Master, beloved. You should look like Him! “It is
enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master…” (Matt. 10:25).
This is your goal, dear disciple:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You are a lover of God who truly worships Him and seeks His face in prayer
a student of the Holy Spirit… learning to hear and obey His leading
a true servant, humble and broken… willing to lay down your life for another
a cheerful, generous giver of your time and resources
You lay down your rights, realizing you have none, even allowing others to take credit
for what you do
You always tell the truth and do what you say you will do
You are light and salt in this world and should earnestly desire spiritual gifts… learning to
use them for the advancement of your Father’s kingdom
You become an expert at forgiving those who hurt you, and asking for forgiveness when
you hurt others
You are quick to confess your sins, turning away from them… you never make excuses
and try to justify yourself
You learn to be kind and gentle, offering God’s amazing grace to those who need Him
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You are transparent… testifying of your own weakness, not trying to appear “holier than
thou”
You learn to submit and become accountable to those in authority over you
You are not judgmental or critical, but have the courage to correct others as the Spirit
leads… boldly speaking the truth in love, warning those headed for destruction
You are willing to take risks, as you are led by the Spirit… stepping out of the boat,
learning to walk in faith
You learn to press past the attacks of the enemy, opposition from people and your own
personal weaknesses
You get up when you fall and continue the race
You become a disciple maker, taking the time to teach kingdom principles and methods
to those willing to learn… offering hands on experience, like Jesus trained His disciples

Forgiving Others
Many of God’s servants have been in the crucible… preparing them to carry increased
anointing. Nevertheless, the flesh is weak and the enemy is relentless… and there are still
wounds that remain unhealed as a result of unforgiveness. You must deal with this now! Here is
a teaching that I have used in many nations with powerful results. I have even seen people
weeping and forgiving one another during the message... demons fleeing and physical healing
made manifest! Dear disciple, use this material for yourself and teach it to the Church. May the
Lord release a spirit of reconciliation everywhere this message is given.
The Downward Spiral of Unforgiveness:
“If you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” Matthew 6:15 – Mark 11:26
Unforgiveness is a very serious matter, dear believer… and perhaps secondary in
importance only to the doctrine of Salvation. There is no option; all Christians must forgive.
In fact, the servant of Jesus must become an expert at forgiving. If you wield the axe of
forgiveness effectively, bitterness will be destroyed at the root. If not, misery will follow.
Some offenses are major: the results of violence, rape or murder, or perhaps some great
loss. Others are less grievous such as being slighted, or embarrassed by another, unmet
expectations, etc. In serious cases of unforgiveness, there is usually a progressive
downward spiral: You may toss and turn in bed thinking about it. At first, you begin to
experience self-pity, followed by critical and judgmental thoughts. Anger and frustration
begin to increase tempting even mature Christians to gossip about the offender. At this
point, neutral statements made by the offender may be perceived as attacks and your
offense increases. If the offense took place in church, you begin to withdraw from church
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activities. Eventually you leave and begin to talk about the pastor, people, or policies of the
place that you once loved.
Regardless of the cause, bitterness, resentment and even hatred can build, making you an
'open door' for demonic activity (the tormentors Jesus spoke of in Matt.18). Did you know
many addictions have their root in unforgiveness?
All of this has drawn you away from God and perhaps; your very soul is now at stake.
Unforgiveness is an extremely serious matter. What will you do about it?
The Truth About Forgiveness:
Perhaps the next statement will be a revelation to you; it is to many: Forgiveness is not a
feeling; it is an act of your will. So often, after being hurt, you may become angry, upset, out
of sorts. You could easily equate these feelings with your ability to forgive. But forgiveness is
an act of obedience to God. It is not dependent on how you feel. It is a decision that anyone
can make, even when angry. Yes, a difficult choice for some, but a choice nonetheless; and
this decision makes the difference between your sins being forgiven or not. That is certainly
worth considering. “If you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:15).
This is stated with the utmost love and compassion toward those who have been wounded.
God loves you so much. He was probably weeping when you were being violated. He did
not want this for you. But, you must go on from here, for your sake, and for the sake of
those who love you. God speaks so strongly about unforgiveness because He knows the
consequences all too well. Every day He sees hearts fill with bitterness, hatred and
revenge. Destruction usually follows.
God loves you; He does not want you to spend your life filled with internal strife. Some
think that they will forget, in time, and be healed. But this belies the facts. Unforgiveness
remains deep within and may cause emotional and/or physical illness. It has been proven
that strong unresolved emotional feelings can cause a malfunction of the self-immune
system, digestive problems, bowel problems, bone and joint problems, and even cancer.
You can make the right choice today. With God’s grace available to you at this moment,
you can choose to forgive. Please do it now.
Lord, I want to obey You. Please help me. By Your grace, I choose to forgive___________
and ___________ and… Please work deep within, causing me to forgive from my heart.
Heal me completely. I ask this in the name of Jesus, the One Who has forgiven me. Amen!

16

The Steps to Freedom:
It is now time to walk through the entire process of forgiveness; ask for the Holy Spirit to
reveal truth and give you help and encouragement. This is very important: These steps
should be followed whether the offender asks for your forgiveness or not. In less serious
cases, when possible, it is good to go to the one who has hurt you with a humble posture
and seek reconciliation. Some offenses can easily be resolved with a simple conversation,
without involving others. Of course, humility by both parties would make it so much easier,
but even if you alone humble yourself and seek reconciliation, God will be pleased.
When it is impossible or unwise to approach the offender, do the following:
1. Make the choice to forgive. Get alone with God, ask for His help, and declare out loud,
"I choose to forgive ____for doing or saying ____to me.” Do this with each name that
comes to mind. (Perhaps you have already completed this step. It certainly doesn’t
hurt to do it again. There may be additional names revealed.)
2. This next step may give you a bit of a pride attack, but it is vital. Be sure to do it: Ask
God to forgive you for the critical and judgmental thoughts and words, and perhaps
actions that you have had toward the one who has hurt you. Gossip and criticism are
never justified. Although God understands your woundedness, He cannot excuse your
sin; He will however, lovingly forgive.
3. Release these people before God. In other words, don’t hold them in bondage as
though they have a debt to pay you. Don’t say, "I'll forgive them but they owe me."
God forgives us completely. He expects us to do the same.
4. Begin the process of forgetting the offense by asking God to remind you each time
you indulge in thoughts about your wounding. When you realize that you are thinking
about this again, invite the Lord into the middle of it and surrender these thoughts to
Him. Remember don't stuff the thoughts and feelings down into you. Lift them up to
God. Ask Him to take these thoughts. It may require time but the more you do this,
the less you will remember.
5. Pray for those who have offended you and do good to them. Yes, do good to them!
Ask God to show you practical ways for you to bless them with good things, help,
money, etc. This is one of the best weapons in the whole arsenal to help facilitate
your healing and freedom (Matt. 5:44).
6. Ask God to give you new eyes and a new heart toward this person. Do not freeze them
in time. God is at work in their life too.
7. Please remember; this is a process and it will take time. But the end result will be
peace within and a deeper relationship with God. Dear friend, God loves you so
much. He will help you.
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Asking for Forgiveness
“Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23-24
What if YOU are the one who has done the wounding? You must humble yourself, beloved,
go to the person you have offended, and say six simple words: "Please forgive me for
hurting you." It does not matter if you were right or wrong. If you were wrong, admit it. "I
was wrong. Please forgive me." If you don’t have the courage to speak with them face to
face, then at least write them a note. You are not too proud to do this, are you? It is
apparent from this scripture that the Lord is not interested in receiving your offering until
after you seek reconciliation. This should be a very sobering thought: your songs, your
prayers, and your money are unacceptable to God.
Some “offenders” say nothing and just go about their business thinking that time will heal.
Others believe that if they are nice to the person, or tell a joke, that it is the same as asking
for forgiveness. Not so. This relieves the tension and permits the relationship to continue;
nevertheless, the offense remains and will flare up again. In Jesus' name, humble yourself,
go to the person you have wounded and say, "Please forgive me for hurting you."
This is well pleasing to our loving and forgiving God. (Note: Don’t say, “If I have hurt you” as
this dilutes the apology. Freely acknowledge that you have hurt them.)

Forgiving Yourself
This is so important. We could teach this as a follow-up to repentance, but it really is about
forgiveness. Many Christians believe that God will forgive them, but they will not forgive
themselves. They can forgive others but they can’t seem to forgive themselves. This creates the
same negative effects, physically and emotionally, caused by not forgiving others.
So how do you forgive yourself? Use the same method you just learned. Get alone with God
and say out loud: “I choose to forgive (use your first name) for _______.” Repeat this with
everything that comes to mind. Follow through with the rest of the forgiveness process,
especially “learning to forget” the offense: Step 4. You are on your way to a deeper level of
freedom and inner peace. God will surely help you. Remember, if you have truly repented, the
Lord forgives you completely. There is no need for penance… no need to beat yourself.

Assignments:
•
•

Memorize John 15:1-8
Review Previous Memory Verses
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Lesson 3: Intimacy with God, The Meaning of Life, Prayer and
Fruitfulness
The Presence of the Lord
As we are talking about intimacy with God we are going to talk about His presence and the
pleasures of His presence. His presence is with us in the midst of adversity and in our pain and
tears. He is present to heal. In His presence there is the fullness of joy! As believers we have the
manifestation of His presence and the pleasure of His presence.
In the Psalms, David reports that in the presence of God there is great joy!
Psalms 27:6 “Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at His sacred
tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the LORD.”
Elsewhere, He testifies that because God leads him steadily, along in life, he has absolute joy in
the Lord’s presence.
Psalm 16:11- “You make known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence,
with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”
The presence of the Lord brings such extreme pleasure that it’s a joy almost impossible to
describe adequately. The more aware we become of His presence, the more a revelation we
have that He is delighting in us, as we are delighting in Him.
Zephaniah 3:17- “The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take
great delight in you; in His love He will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with
singing."
This is a foretaste of eternal pleasures that we will experience everlasting! We see that
pleasures are reserved for the upright (believers).
Psalm 140:13- “Surely the righteous will praise Your name, and the upright will live in Your
presence.”
We have access to Him!
Psalm 41:12- “Because of my integrity You uphold me and set me in Your presence
forevermore.”
Whether in times of pleasure or deep suffering, the trusting believer can experience the
presence of the Lord. Believers can encourage one another to praise the Lord with a thankful
heart.
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Psalms 95:1- “Come let us sing to the Lord. Let us shout praises to our Protector who delivers us
and let us enter into His presence with thanksgiving…”
Psalm 26:8- “LORD, I love the house where You live, the place where Your glory dwells.”
David expresses his deep longing to be continually in the courts of the Lord.
Psalm 84:2- “My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry
out for the living God.”
This overwhelming desire became intensified when the Psalmist was far from the house of the
Lord. Have you felt far away from God? We cry out for the living God when we don’t feel Him.
One of the loveliest psalms is, Psalm 63.
“Oh God You are my God my soul yearns for You. In a dry parched land where there is no
water.”
Psalm 63:3-8 documents David’s devotion to the Lord“Because Your love [loving kindness] is better than life, my lips will glorify You. I will praise You
as long as I live, and in Your name, I will lift up my hands. I will be fully satisfied as with the
richest of foods;
with singing lips my mouth will praise You. On my bed I remember You; I think of You through
the watches of the night. Because You are my help, I sing in the shadow of Your wings. I cling to
You; Your right hand upholds me.”
Where he says, “Your love [loving kindness] is better than life itself.” Nothing else matters but
the loving kindness of the Lord. He ends with an expression of his confidence in God. He is
confident of God’s further deliverance. This is a precious psalm.
Psalm 42:1-2- “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for You, my God. My
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?”
Much like the deer thirsting for water, so the psalmist and us, long for Him, the fountain of
living waters. For me, the life I now live, I live by faith of the son of God who loves me and gave
Himself for me.
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The Meaning of Life
Throughout the ages philosophers have pondered the meaning of life. Nevertheless, this
mystery is revealed to those who believe in Jesus. First let’s establish our foundation: Our God
is eternal. He never had a beginning. He will never have an end. He is omniscient (all knowing)
omnipotent (all powerful) and omnipresent (everywhere at once) Almighty God is absolutely
perfect, Holy and just. He in control of all things! But one more thing… and this is where we find
the answer to the meaning of life. God is love…. And desires to be loved. The Scriptures clearly
tell us in 1John 4:8 that God is love. And the very first commandment that He gave is to love the
Lord your God with all of your heart, soul, strength and mind. Jesus reaffirmed this in Luke
10:27.
God created the material world, the incredibly vast universe, to demonstrate His great power
and glory. And He created the earth to be the staging ground for an amazing divine drama.
Remember, God is love and He wants to be loved.
First consider this: Love is not really love unless it is freely given; it can’t be programed like a
robot. Therefore, mankind must be given a free will so we can choose to love God and choose
to obey Him. God would never be satisfied with a love that He fabricated and pre-programmed.
Please understand: God did not predestine us to love Him. This is why various predestination
doctrines are not correct.
Imagine an all-knowing God planning His creation. Before creating angels, He knew Lucifer
would rebel. Before creating Adam and Eve, He knew they would disobey. He knew this and yet
created them anyway. Why? He surely must have had a good reason. Do you see? He had a
plan right from the beginning. He would use man’s failure to introduce the need for a Savior.
God would become a man… Jesus would come and suffer and die for us.
What about Satan? God could have sent Satan and his demons directly to hell or to the far ends
of the universe, but He cast them down to earth…the very place where man would live. Why
did He do that?
It’s important to remember that God does no evil. He is not responsible for the evil intentions
of the devil. Nevertheless, God would use Satan as an opposing force to test us and prove our
love for God. This opposition would also serve to refine and prune us… as part of our
sanctification process, conforming us to the Image of Christ (Rom.8:29). In the midst of
temptation, difficulty and failure, those who truly love God would continue to choose Him
above all else.
The Father is preparing a bride for Jesus…
For sure, Christ is our King and we are His subjects. Nevertheless, John the Baptist refers to
Jesus in more intimate terms… as a bridegroom, “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the
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bridegroom’s voice” (John 3:29). Jesus also said, “Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while
the bridegroom is with them?” (Mark 2:19). Paul refers to Christ as husband, “For I have
betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2Cor.11:2).
And John writes, “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and His wife has made herself ready” (Rev.19:7).
Here is one more amazing prophetic picture that is played out each time we take communion:
1st century Jewish custom would have the prospective bridegroom meet with the father of the
bride and they would negotiate a dowry. The hopeful man would then approach the woman he
loves with a cup of wine… this was his marriage proposal. If she took the cup and drank from it..
she was saying “Yes, I will marry you.” He would then say, “I go to prepare a place for you.”
Does that sound familiar?
“I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” John 14:2-3
And the dowry? Jesus paid for us with His own blood! Jesus, our Bridegroom, demonstrated His
great love for us by His suffering and death… redeeming us from the hand of the enemy.
What is the meaning of life? To become the bride of Jesus Christ… to know God and to truly
love Him. Those of us who have loved and obeyed Jesus will be His glorious bride. We will
spend eternity as the object of His divine affection… ruling and reigning with Him forever!

Developing Intimacy with God
•

All over the world God is saying the same thing. "I love you and I want you to love
Me. Remove your idols, remove all hindrances. I will forgive, I will heal, I will
deliver. Turn from sin, return to Me. I am filled with mercy and grace. I want to
cleanse you. I will refresh and revive you. Don’t resist My Holy Spirit. Allow Me to
have My way with you. Don’t be afraid. I love you."

This is an extraordinary time...perhaps the greatest revival in history is soon beginning. The
very things that we have been praying for are about to happen! The Glory of God will be
revealed.
•

The Lord may soon return and will have for Himself a beautiful bride without
blemish or wrinkle. He will return for a bride who loves Him....not a ‘religious’
bride offering perfunctory service but one that "loves the Lord their God with all
of their heart, all of their soul, all of their mind, all of their strength". Be honest
now.... Do you love Him like that?
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What is Intimacy?
•
•

Webster’s dictionary defines intimate as: (1) marked by close acquaintance,
association or familiarity....an intimate friend (2) pertaining to one’s deepest
nature, very personal (3) essential, innermost (4) sexual relations
Intimacy with God is a very deep, personal relationship with the God who loves
us.... marked by frequent conversation, worship and service. Its foundation is
surrender. We submit ourselves, our time fully to Him and God in turn reveals to
us new dimensions of His unfathomable love.... His divine nature and His infinite
wisdom. It is ‘pure’ communion void of idolatry. "Deep to deep. Spirit to spirit."

"Lord, Draw me"
•
•
•
•
•
•

The first step toward intimacy is this simple prayer. You can’t come close to God by
yourself: "Lord, I don’t love you as I ought ...help me to love you more"?
You may not yet be hungry or thirsty for more of God. Ask God to make you hungry.
If you are satisfied with the relationship that you now have with God you will probably
never enter into the beauty and fulfillment of intimacy.
This is God’s perfect will for you...and He will perform it!
Take the time to be alone with Him... Talk to Him, Read His Word, Meditate, Worship
Note the difference between praise and worship.... Praise recounts His mighty deeds,
declaring His attributes and benefits. In other words, singing about God. Worship, on
the other hand is directed toward God....declaring our love and surrender. We sing
directly to Him!

Here are a few helps:
•
•
•
•
•

Share with God your deepest feelings (hurts, needs, desires)
Talk with God as you would a friend
Talk with God as you read His word..."That’s great, God. You are really wonderful, loving"
Frequently practice the presence of God ...like Brother Lawrence, an early church mystic.
In the car, at work, at home.... acknowledge His presence. Ask questions. Have a
conversation.

Ask God to remind you of His presence and to draw you to be alone with Him. When you are
alone play worship music and be quiet ...Tell Jesus that you love Him...say it again...say it again.
Resisting temptation can become an act of worship. When you are tempted turn to the Lord and
say " I love you more than this person, place or thing. I want you...not what is displeasing to you.
Hindrances to intimacy:
What are your idols? What would you rather do than spend time with God? TV, movies, sports,
hobbies, yard work, reading the newspaper, magazines, books, computer, work, family activity
etc.
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Here are a few other things that can keep us from intimacy:
A religious concept of God, fear of rejection or punishment, unforgiveness, self-pity,
independence, pride... and as mentioned a negative experience with a parent, failure to have
your prayer answered etc... busyness!

Spiritual Exercises:
•

Consider your own relationship with God the Father, Jesus, the Holy Spirit

•

Read the Song of Solomon. Carefully note the words of Jesus (the beloved) and the
Shulamite (the church). Ask God to help you understand His great love for his Bride and
His longing to be with her. (Not only our desire to be with Him)

•

Ask God to give you a hunger and thirst for more of Him. This should become a daily
prayer He will answer this prayer! Then He will satisfy your hunger!

•

Privately sing a love song to Jesus (God). Pick a melody and sing new words...Ask the Holy
Spirit to help you.

Song of Solomon 5:2-6 “I sleep, but my heart is awake; it is the voice of my beloved! He knocks,
saying, "Open for me, My sister, My love, My dove, My perfect one; For my head is covered with
dew, My locks with the drops of the night." I have taken off My robe; how can I put it on again? I
have washed My feet; how can I defile them? My Beloved put his hand by the latch of the door,
and my heart yearned for Him. I arose to open for my Beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh,
my fingers with liquid myrrh, on the handles of the lock. I opened for my Beloved, but my Beloved
had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped up when He spoke. I sought Him, but I could
not find Him; I called Him, but He gave me no answer.”
Now is the time to draw near to the Lord. Don’t put Him off any longer. He is knocking on your
door – let Him in. (Rev. 3:20).

Prayer and Fruitfulness
“Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all
night in prayer to God.” Luke 6:12
•
•
•
•

There are few things as important.
This is purely fact … positively proven throughout the ages.
There is a clear correlation between the amount of time you spend with God, and the
consistent fruitfulness of your life.
Prayer, meditation, worship or simply laying before Him in silence… you must spend
time with God if you are to become like Jesus.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If you desire to bear fruit that remains you must spend time with the Lord.
There are times Jesus would spend all night in prayer. If the Son of God needed to
commune with His Father, how much more do we! Haven’t you heard this before?
Rearrange your priorities, make the time.
Go to bed earlier, arise earlier.
Pray as you commute, at your job, whenever you can.
Pray in the spirit and with your understanding.
Ask God to invigorate you; He will help you.
Those who spend time with God are far more likely to proceed with accuracy, hearing
His voice and then do what He is doing.
God can use you in meaningful ways without much prayer.
Father is looking for true sons and daughters who will take the time to be with Him,
those who truly want to be with Him.
They will receive the choicest assignments (not the easiest), and the greatest blessing.
They are trusted with the secret things.

You have earnestly desired to bear much fruit... and to see lives changed by the power of the
Holy Spirit. This is your key; this is your answer. Spend more time with God.
Whatever you do, don’t feel condemned or defeated because you don’t spend time with God.
Start with 5 minutes…let that become a part of your life then add an additional 5… and so on.
You can begin today, right now.

An Open Heaven
"No one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong
man. And then he will plunder his house.” Mark 3:27
The well-seasoned preacher clearly proclaimed Christ to the 1,500 or so Hindus, Muslims and
Christians in attendance. When the invitation was given only a few came forward to accept
Christ. Even these needed to be wrestled from the demons who held them back. The
intercessors on the platform fought diligently for each soul. Powerful preaching, but little fruit.
When the sick received prayer, you could only trust that God was answering because there was
no apparent manifestation. It continued like this for 5 nights... in northern India until the saints
broke the strongholds of darkness.
During the daytime we were teaching 300 Christian leaders. In the evening, open air
evangelistic meetings. These evening meetings were not bearing much fruit even though the
preaching was quite powerful. Richard Herd, a well-known evangelist had preached in over 60
countries.
On the 6th day the teacher spoke of spiritual warfare and the need to pierce the veil of
darkness that canopied the region. The leaders were taught that the long entrenched spiritual
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powers and principalities needed to be uprooted before the blessings of God could begin to
flow… the heavens needed to be opened! The 300 stood to their feet and began to shout into
the heavens Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Over and over again for about 10 or 15 minutes!
The sense of authority was profound.
This wasn’t orchestrated by man… it was a spontaneous act of God. It stopped with the same
suddenness that it began… and we were exhausted. We knew something of significance had
occurred. Something had changed in the atmosphere; we could sense it. During the evening
meeting the air was electric. The same evangelist preached with the same anointing. When the
invitation was given many people rushed forward to repent of their sins. When it was time to
pray for the sick all heaven broke loose! This was not a pumped-up emotional format. The
gospel was preached and the sick were prayed for. The power of God descended like a flood,
overwhelming many people.
There were no ministry lines with people waiting to catch those who might be overcome, but
the people were falling on top of one another, sometimes three deep. Children were on the
ground weeping and prophesying and seeing visions of angels and Jesus. Glory to God! The
heavens remained open for another night, a different preacher, but the same results. Even a
notorious criminal fell to the ground weeping and repenting of his sins.
What has been described is not unique. This type of warfare is commonplace around the world.
The methods may vary, but the stories are quite similar. Where the strongman is bound the
fruit is abundant; where he is not, it is minimal. We must learn this lesson. Spiritual darkness is
pervasive… over many regions in our nation. Ask for God’s strategy, and then implement it with
all diligence. It will cost you a great deal to break the strongholds. Are you willing to pay the
price? Prayer, worship, fasting, travail, warfare, prevailing prayer. We are not playing games
any longer. We must dislodge the enemy and plunder his holdings. With God’s help... and with
His holy angels we can do this. We must do this!
“...Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to
humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your
words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the
kings of Persia.” Daniel 10:12-13
Desperation: A Prerequisite
“Yet I am poor and needy; come quickly to me, O God. You are my help and my deliverer; O
LORD, do not delay.” Psalm 70:5- “For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives
forever, whose name is holy. I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite
and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.’” Isa.
57:15
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Have you heard it said?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“If we just had Christian unity, we would experience revival.”
“If we would simply do the work of evangelism, then revival would come.”
“If we would walk in holiness and repentance… etc.?”
When will we realize that our best efforts to do any of these things have failed?
We have had countless meetings and have been taught 7 steps to this and 10 to that.
Do you really think this present complacent Church will finally get it all right and
somehow entice God to visit our region?
Fervent prevailing prayer is the only golden thread that has run through every revival,
the only common denominator.
Revival will be made manifest when we finally realize we are not capable of doing any of
these things adequately. Only then will we cry out with prayers of humble desperation.
Israel was in bondage for 400 years; did Yahweh deliver them because they got it right?
No…but because they cried out in utter helplessness.
Our Lord is at work among us.
He has been breaking and refining and pruning us. He is bringing you to the place of
humility and desperation.
Do not despise this work in you…embrace it!
Remember, Revival begins with repentance!
From the depths of spiritual poverty you can truly cry: Revive me Jesus, I need You;
forgive me for my sins. I can do nothing without You.
Revive Your Church; have mercy on us; pour out genuine conviction of sin with the gift
of repentance; transform our city by the power of Your Spirit.

Adding Weight to Your Prayers
“So, He said to them, "This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting." Mark 9:29
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

While praying, I saw a clear image of an apothecary scale.
On the right, various problems: sickness, the need for salvation
On the left, prayers were added until the scales were tipped.
The Lord impressed on my spirit: “Although God receives every prayer prayed according
to His will, certain things add weight to prayer: 1) Faith 2) Fervency and 3) Fasting.
He was collecting the prayers in a bowl (on the left side of the scale) and when there
was a sufficient amount, the scales would tip. I assumed this meant the problem was
solved, the prayer answered.
Obviously, some problems required only minimal prayer while others needed more.
When faced with the need for a general revival, one would assume that much prayer is
needed. We are not talking about an individual’s need, but the needs of tens of
thousands, or millions.
Some have already been praying for two or three decades or longer. These prayers have
not been wasted; God has been collecting them. Will you add some weighted prayers?
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Prayer with Fasting
"Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they
disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you do
not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you openly.” Matthew 6:16-18
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have you ever considered fasting? Many Christians are beginning to understand the
need to pray, but few have explored the “secret place” of fasting.
What is fasting? It is the voluntary abstaining from food for a certain period of time…
hours, days or weeks for the purpose of focused prayer.
A fast can be partial or complete, with liquids or without.
Daniel fasted from “pleasant things” for 21 days.
Jesus embraced a complete fast for 40 days.
Fasting is to be done in secret as an act of worship unto the Almighty. It is not to be
demonstrated before men to reveal your piety.

So why fast?
•
•
•
•
•

Fasting subdues the flesh. You are actually humbling yourself in a very practical way.
From this place of weakness, your prayers are empowered…you gain faith and spiritual
confidence.
In the very depths of your being you realize that you are laying it all down for the
fulfillment of God’s purposes.
You are not trying to earn something from the Lord. You are simply cooperating with
Him as He leads you beyond your flesh into the realm of the Spirit.
Self-denial is a very normal part of Christianity. “If anyone come after Me, let him deny
himself…”

Be sure that God is leading you to do this. Check your heart motives.
All through the scriptures you will see God’s people fasting for very specific reasons. “As they
ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul
for the work to which I have called them.’ Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on
them, they sent them away.“ (Acts 13:2,3)
•
•
•

It’s not about trying to lose weight, you’re seeking God.
Don’t forget to pray and worship… ministering unto the Lord.
During your time of fasting, approach the throne of grace with all boldness and
confidence. Press in! God is listening.
Just prior to the Revivals of the past, some faithful intercessors were called to extended periods
of fasting and prayer.
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Prevailing Prayer
"...blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy
on me." Mark 10:46-47
•
•
•

Bartimeaus simply refused to quit in his appeal for the Lord's mercy. And how wonderful
it must have been when his eyes focused for the first time, to look into the face of Jesus!
The woman with the issue of blood would not be denied (Matt. 9:20).
Over and over again throughout the New Testament, Jesus rewards believers who
refuse to go away without an answer.

"Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you."
(Matt. 7:7) "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching there
unto with all perseverance and supplication." (Eph. 6:18) "The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much." (James 5:16) KJV
•
•
•
•

It was the same fervency and persistence that God honored throughout the Old
Testament.
Moses fasted and prayed in behalf of the Children of Israel for forty days and nights
(Deut. 9).
Elijah persisted in prayer seven times for rain (1Kings 18).
Daniel prayed three weeks for God to reveal the meaning of a vision (Dan. 10).

The Bible remains clear: God has been, is and will continue to be looking for believers who will
not give up, no matter how long it takes or what it requires to receive an answer. "Seek the
Lord and His strength, seek His face continually." (1Chron. 16:11) "And ye shall seek Me, and
find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." (Jer. 29:13) KJV
Faith is kept alive through persistent prayer. Without it, faith dies. As we mature in the Lord, we
learn to trust Him when He is silent. God's silence is often the sign that we should raise the
intensity of our prayers.
And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I
have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within and say, “Do not trouble me;
the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? I say to
you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his
persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. (Luke 11:5-8)
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•

If asking doesn't work, knock. Then keep knocking. "Call to Me, and I will answer you,
and show you great and mighty things which you do not know." (Jer. 33:3)

•

God stands ready to honor your prevailing prayers with His presence and power. Like
Bartimaeus, we cannot give up if we desire to see... to see a glorious Revival!

So, what is prevailing prayer?
•

Importunity, persistence, perseverance, tenacity, a pressing in, continual, for extended
periods or segmented, with fasting sometimes included… Prevailing prayer is praying
until you get an answer!

Assignments:
•

-Memorize: Matt. 7:7-8, 1John 5:14-15, John 15:7-8
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it
will be opened.” (Matt. 7:7-8)
“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” (1John 5:14-15)
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall
be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so, you will be
My disciples.” (John 15:7-8)

•

-Read one devotional daily from, ‘The Crucifixion Handbook’

•

-One day of fasting: You can choose the day and type of fast (for example: water fast, no
sugars, a Daniel fast, or just water and so on.)
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Lesson 4: Divine Guidance… Being Led by the Spirit of God
Introduction
Ever since God walked with Adam and Eve in the Garden, He has been revealing His will to man.
In the Old Testament, we see God frequently speaking in diverse ways: angel visitation, a
burning bush, through His prophets, face to face with Moses, visions and dreams. In the New
Testament, supernatural guidance is also frequently mentioned. Especially in the Book of Acts,
God directs His servants to go here or not to go there. (Acts 9:11, 10:20, 12:7, 16:7, 18:9, etc.)
We are not sure ‘how’ they heard God’s Spirit in some instances, but we do know that these
early saints learned to hear God’s voice and obey. The disciple of Jesus Christ must learn to be
led by the Spirit of God.
Throughout the ages, man has sought supernatural guidance.... from the earliest soothsayers,
mediums and false prophets to every base, corrupt occult practice that is found today...
seances, ouija boards, tarot cards, horoscopes, automatic writing, tea leaves, psychics etc.
(These are found in America, but each culture has its own occult practices.) We should know by
now that these forms of guidance are an abomination to God. (Deut. 18:10-12).
But what about true guidance from God? Do we need to hear God’s voice today? There is no
question that God desires to speak to us (John 10:27) and more than ever we need to discern
His voice. We should be growing to become spiritually mature and learning to discern the voice
of God. Paul considered those at Corinth to be babes too long... even only after a few years
after becoming Christians. For by this time he expected them to be spiritual. (I Cor.3:1-3)
Increased spiritual teaching does not necessarily make one more spiritual - sometimes it only
reinforces carnality. What we need is an obedient heart that is willing to yield to the Holy
Spirit...willing to die to self. Then, and only then will we truly learn to clearly discern God’s voice
and to do His will.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION
The Trinity of Man
Many Christians have come to believe that man consists of 2 parts; body and soul. According to
the Scripture, however, man is composed of 3 parts: spirit, soul and body. “Now may the God
of Peace Himself sanctify you completely and may your whole spirit, soul and body be
preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thes. 5:23)
The scriptures that differentiate soul and spirit are numerous, (Luke 1:46,47 “my soul magnifies
the Lord, my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior”). (Hebrews 4:12) the word of God, like a two
edged sword dividing the soul and spirit).
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Let’s take a quick look at the different functions of the spirit and the soul:
The human spirit is comprised of three functions Conscience, Intuition and Communion.
•
•
•

Conscience is the discernment organ of the spirit. It distinguishes right from wrong.
Intuition is the sensing organ - It allows you to ‘know’.
Communion ... true worship of God takes place in the spirit.

The soul is comprised of three functions as well. The will, mind and emotions.
•
•
•

The will is the instrument for decision.... ‘the power to choose’.
The mind is the instrument of our thoughts.
The emotions - our likes, dislikes - love, hate, happy, and sad.

It is important for the believer to understand that man has a spirit as well as a soul because the
communication of God with man occurs in the spirit. God speaks by his Spirit to our spirit. This
is then understood by our soul (mind).
An illustration to help differentiate the soul from the spirit:
The soul
We desire to do something with good reason (mind). We delight (emotion) in it and finally we
decide (will) to do it. This could be something ‘good’ or ‘evil’.
The spirit
Yet, somehow in the inner sanctuary of our being (our spirit) a soundless voice strongly opposes
this action. (We call this a ‘check in our spirit’.)
On the contrary, there are times when we are strongly urged in our spirit to do something that
in the natural mind seems unreasonable - or something that we don’t want to do; like giving a
large sum of money in the offering or witnessing to someone in the market.
If the believer does not discern his own spirit he will usually substitute the thoughts or
emotions of his soul for the working of the spirit and make decisions based on his own will. God
communes with our spirit to lead us into His perfect will.
God’s provision for ‘hearing’ His voice is The Holy Spirit. He is our gift (Acts 2:38) and will guide
us into all truth (John 16:13). The Baptism in the Holy Spirit opens the door to receive and
discern God’s guidance.
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How Does God Speak Today?
God speaks as He always has. He never changes! (James 1:17, Heb. 13:8)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Through His written word (John 8:31,21) either logos or rhema.
A still small voice to our spirit as He spoke to Elijah (1 King 19:12).
Through Divine circumstances (Providence).
An audible voice (1 Sam. 3:10, Eli Matt. 17:5).
A personal visitation by Jesus Himself. Although 4 and 5 are rare, there have been many
testimonies of this in present times
Through Prophecy - (1 Cor. 14:39). All prophecy should be judged and only acted upon if
there has been an inner witness and it agrees with the Bible.
Visions and dreams - Some now are reporting Angelic visitations.
A Word of Knowledge/Wisdom.
Godly Council....your Pastor/Elders/Parents/Teachers

Remember all guidance must be subservient to the written Word of God… the Bible.

Take the Risk... or Play it Safe?
I’VE PRAYED!
It is folly to assume that just because you’ve prayed about something we will then have God’s
will in the matter. Many have been deceived by their own desires or by the devil. Satan is the
master of deception and false guidance. It is tragic that so many have been misled and even do
unspeakable horrors saying that God told them to do it. All because they did not know God’s
word. Of course, just as many (or more) deceptions come from within our own soul where
guidance is complicated by our mixed-up emotions, impure motives, prejudices and old habit
patterns.
THREE VOICES
We can hear 3 ‘voices’ within our self.....God, our own thoughts, and the devil. In addition,
there are false prophesies, crazy visions and bad counsel. We may begin to think this is all too
complicated. Yes, it takes time and work but it is well worth it. Unfortunately, because of
errors, abuses and upsets, some Christians have become more ‘practical’.
‘PRACTICAL’ CHRISTIANS
So called ‘practical’ Christians have turned their back on supernatural divine guidance and
delegate it to the 1st century. They boast that they have their feet firmly planted on the
ground and accuse their more mystically inclined brethren of being “so heavenly minded that
they are of no earthly good”.

33

Unfortunately, the one who chooses to live entirely in the natural thinks they are safe, but they
will never enjoy that intimate walk with God, guided by His Holy Spirit like the Apostles and
others through the ages.
Apostle Peter, wanting all that God had for him, jumped out of the boat and literally walked on
the water...in the middle of a storm. Yes, he faltered, but he took the risk and trusted Jesus.
Eleven ‘careful’ men remained in the boat. Note that he did not jump out before he heard Jesus
say ‘come’. Practical Christians would say that Peter was impetuous and foolish for getting out
of the boat. Remember - Jesus called him out!

PRINCIPLES OF GUIDANCE
Guidance is a Skill
Guidance is a skill to be learned, it is not a set of methods...but is based on obedience.
Guidance is intensely personal. (Rom. 8:14) says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God.”
When we are trained/disciplined in the leading of the Holy Spirit, we are showing the quality of
a mature son/daughter. Those who desire to be led by the Spirit must also desire to please
God...Most are self-pleasures, others are men-pleasers.
The Choices
The choices that we make from day to day usually involve four kinds of things:
1. Those concerning which God has already said an emphatic “NO”
Thou shall not steal. Thou shall not commit adultery.
2. Those which He has said an emphatic “YES”
Feed the hungry! Forgive one another! Make disciples of all nations!
3. Those which He wants us to use our sanctified preferences:
What shall I wear today? What shall I eat for breakfast?
4. Those matters which require special guidance to lead us into God’s perfect will and to
prevent us from making a serious mistake. (marriage, job, school, ministry?)

Basic Principles of Guidance
1. Have a submitted will in the matter - Surrender your desires (Matt. 26:39).
2. Know the written Word of God - God has revealed His will to man through the Bible. He will
never lead us contrary to His written word.
3. Never ask God about what is clearly contrary to His Word.
“God, should I divorce my husband and marry another?” When you pray like this you open
yourself to deception. Many are deceived or deceive themselves with such prayers.
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4. Let the Peace of God rule in your heart. (Col. 3:15)
The Peace of God is a quiet sense of wellbeing deep within us...within our spirit. Even in the
midst of doubts, anxieties or upsets about a particular issue the Peace of God will remain. This
sense of peace is our umpire to help us discern God’s will. If you lose your peace, you must not
proceed.
For example, you are deciding to marry that beautiful woman or handsome man with
apparent godly qualities. You have prayed and proceed toward marriage. Yet something
deep within does not seem right. Your first reaction is to rationalize and list all of the logical
reasons why you should marry this person. Yet deep within you are beginning to believe that
this is not God’s will. You have lost our peace. Usually, we will fight this thought and find
people who will agree with our desire. Because our emotions, and perhaps lusts, are
intensely stirred, it becomes very difficult to be obedient. Please be obedient - God is trying
to save you from a great hurt.
5. Don’t Just Sit There - Get Moving
If you have earnestly prayed and do not get specific guidance (either positive or negative) begin
to move in the direction of your best sanctified judgment. God can direct you, a moving vehicle
better than a parked one. You have submitted your will, surrendered your life and asked God to
clearly guide you with His peace and/or restrict you.
If you need a job for example, Pray, seek guidance, then start to knock on doors- laziness would
say “Ill sit at home waiting on you Lord. God orchestrates circumstances (Providence) to guide
us. If you are asking God for ministry direction, move toward that which is on your heart. See if
God confirms or closes doors.
6. Obstacles - Closed doors may be from God ... or from the devil.
Don’t quit too early. Perhaps the enemy is hindering you from pursuing God’s will. Remember,
we are not trying to rush ahead of God and kick closed doors down. But wisdom dictates that
we try turning a few doorknobs.
7. The Voice Which Speaks Peace is from God
It is peaceable and pure, (James 3). There is always a sense of peace deep within when God
speaks – even if we don’t like what He said. The voice of urgency is either Satan or from your
own human nature, God leads - Satan pushes. The best way to discern between the Voice of
God and other voices is by experience. Yes, we will make mistakes, but we will also learn.
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8. Signs
Signs may be used by God for guidance, but the heart must be one of belief - If one is a doubter
even if they see a sign, they will not believe. Signs are mostly for the unsaved - Signs should
follow the believer - the believer should not follow signs.
9. The Fleece (Judges 6:15-40).
Perhaps you remember the story of Gideon and his means of guidance. The fleece was wet –
the ground dry and then if that was not enough, the fleece was dry and the ground was wet.
Putting out a ‘fleece’ is not a divinely ordained means of guidance, but simply God’s
accommodation to the weakness of man. Many times, it is an excuse for laziness or cowardice.

Three Necessary Elements of Guidance
1. God’s written word - What we are asking for must be in agreement with the scripture.
2. The Holy Spirit - Giving an inner witness with our Spirit - (peace within).
3. Circumstances (Providence) God clearly showing, through circumstances, His perfect will.
When these 3 are in place you can clearly see God’s will...and can proceed with faith.
Remember, circumstances are not enough. Does it line up with the Word of God? Is the Peace
of God in your heart?
CONCLUSION
Do you really want to be led by the Holy Spirit? It is up to you. Yes, there are risks and failures,
but the rewards and fulfillment are without measure...intimacy with God and fruitful service.
Being led by the Holy Spirit is not being reduced to a robot, but becoming a disciplined
son/daughter who has learned to live daily to please the Father.
Lord, I surrender my life to you - I give up the right to take the initiative...You lead me.
Bibliography... “Take Another Look at Guidance” by Bob Mumford

Assignments:
•

Memorize John 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
Rom. 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”

•

Continue reading the Crucifixion Handbook each day
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Lesson 5: Perseverance and Humility
Perseverance and Endurance
Have you ever been in a situation where you felt like quitting, or have quit? This is the study of
perseverance!
•

James 1:4 - Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete,
not lacking anything.
• Hebrews 10:36- You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you
will receive what he has promised.
The significance of Hebrews 10:36 is it is after we have done the will of God we need
endurance. There are many doors we walk through in this life as a disciple, through the
wilderness, on mountain tops and in the valleys. It is our choice to follow after the Lord and
walk with Him wherever He leads. Often, we are put into situations that were clearly an open
door, but like Joseph, the door becomes a prison. This can be likened to the various
wildernesses the Israelites found themselves hemmed in, up against the Red Sea being attacked
by the enemy from behind. The purpose of abiding, remaining steadfast and not quitting is to
build within every believer endurance and perseverance. These times are for training in
righteousness and the testing of our hearts to reveal our inner most self. This is spiritual benchpressing!
•
•

Endurance: (Webster’s Definition)- the ability to withstand hardship or adversity
(suffering, affliction, sorrow, tribulation and trauma)
Endurance: Hupomone (Greek: 5281)- hypo- “under”, meno- “remain, endure”:
properly, remaining under, endurance; steadfastness, especially as God enables the
believer to "remain (endure) under" the challenges He allots in life.

This word Hupomone describes the capacity to bear-up under difficult circumstances not with a
passive complacency and is a derivative of Hupomeno (Greek 5278). At times we plead with the
Lord under the weight, begging for the removal of the pressure. Abiding and persevering in
suffering require endurance to remain under the weight. The Lord does not want us to be
complacent. He wants us to have a hopeful fortitude that actively resists weariness and defeat.
Both Hupomone and Hupomeno are used in:
•

2 Timothy 2:10-Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too
may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

•

Romans 5:1-3- Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have access by faith into this
grace in which we stand; and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only that,
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but we also rejoice in our sufferings [Tribulation], because we know that suffering
produces perseverance [same Greek word for endurance]
o Tribulation: (Greek: 2347)- thlipsis-properly, pressure (what constricts or rubs
together), used of a narrow place that "hems someone in"; tribulation, especially
internal pressure that causes someone to feel confined (restricted, "without
options"). Same as oppression, anguish, adversity. It’s also the same as crushing
olives
When you’ve passed the test of perseverance and remain under the weight without
complaining or complacency, this is grace! No longer will you be sitting down on the inside
while standing up on the outside as you recognize that obedience is more than just a sacrifice.
It’s the grace in which we stand and it will lead us home. Grace and surrender compel us to
stay, and grace cries out “I’ve gone too far to turn backward. I don’t know where I’m going from
here, but I’ve gone too far to turn around. I can’t turn to the right or to the left, but not my will
be done, but Your will, Lord. Where would I go from here, you alone have the words of eternal
life”.
•

•
•

When Jesus came up out of the river Jordan, after being baptized and publicly
announced as the beloved son of God, the Holy Spirit drove Him into the wilderness
where He was tested by the devil.
When David was anointed to be king, and for 20 years he ran from Saul.
Joseph had a dream that the sun, moon, and eleven stars would bow down to him, and
he was sold as a prisoner.

This is adversity. This is perseverance. This is endurance. This is hope being developed
within you. Between the adversity and the glory of God, is character development. In these
times, we are being tested in our attitude, our mouths our hearts, our actions. The word
glory, actually means boast! Let our boast be in the Lord who brought us through the
testing of fire and adversity, through the waters that did not drown us and through the fire
without smoke. During the adversity and enduring trial our hearts our tested and it is
important not to feel sorry for ourselves and not to gossip about others that God has put in
your sphere of influence to try you.
For those called to the end time church- Jesus exhorts the believer to “make up your mind
not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves” (Luke 21:14) after warning of
wars, rumors of wars, famine, kingdoms rising against kingdom and signs in the heaven and
being delivered to the synagogues and prisons.
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Luke 21:19 - “In your patience you will possess your souls.”
•

Possess: (Greek: 2932) ktaomai- I acquire, win, get, purchase, buy, I possess, win
mastery over.
• Soul: (Greek: 5590) psuché- the vital breath, breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the
soul as the seat of affections and will, (d) the self, (e) a human person, an individual.
[self-life]
In the middle of this warning, Jesus warns the listener to “possess your soul” (the very breath of
our will and affections). Jesus also warns in Revelation 3:10 “Since you have kept my command
to persevere [translation means: the word of my patience] I will also keep you from the hour of
trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.”
•

Hebrews 3:14 is an example of: “The word of my patience”
---“We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to
the very end.”
• James 5:10-11, “As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord. We count those blessed who endured. You have
heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that
the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.”
The significance of perseverance and endurance is stated by Jesus Himself to the churches in
the following:
•
•

Revelation 2:2 to the loveless church- “I know your works, your labor, your endurance…”
Revelation 2:19 to the corrupt church- “I know your works, your love, your service, your
faith and your endurance…”
• Revelation 3:10, to the faithful church “You have kept my commandment to
persevere…”
Hebrews 10:38- But my righteous one will live by faith and if he shrinks back, my soul has no
pleasure in him. But we are not of them that shrink back unto perdition, but of them that have
faith unto the saving of the soul.
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Humility
Prideful ways and the need to be admired and recognized will become a fatal snare. God help
us to walk in humility.
Lowliness:
"For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we
have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's
sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we
are dishonored! To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and
beaten, and homeless. And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless;
being persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of
the world, the offscouring of all things until now." 1Cor 4:9-13
You will probably not like this reading. Flesh seldom enjoys the lower place. What a good word,
lowliness; surely it is self-descriptive. The dictionary defines lowliness as the state or quality of
being lowly; humility, humbleness of mind. It seems to be a better word than humility, don't
you agree? We have stumbled over that word for years.
Who, in the natural, desires the lowest place…the last in line, the last to be served, the one who
gets the leftovers? Doesn't the Bible say: "And the Lord will make you the head and not the
tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord
your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe them" (Deut. 28:13)? We like
this passage… and of course it’s true! Heed the commandments of the Lord; be careful to
observe them and you will be the head. But what does that mean, beloved, fame, fortune, and
power? This is what Jesus taught about being the head: "But he who is greatest among you
shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted" (Matt. 23:11-12).
Abraham allowed Lot to choose the fertile Plain of Jordan for grazing his livestock; Abraham
humbled himself and took the semi-arid scrublands to the west. Soon after they separated, God
gave Abraham all of the land: north, south, east and west… and promised to give him
descendants that could not be numbered. The Word of God is filled with examples of humility,
followed by great blessing…choosing the lesser and being given the more. Consider the
lowliness of Jesus from His humble birth to His shameful death… and what eternal fruit He
bore!
Dear disciple, have you been actively pursuing ways to become lower or are you still aspiring to
prominence? Prominence would be a big mistake… unless it was the Lord's will for you.
However, if He should raise you up, you will have been sufficiently trained in lowliness as not to
desire recognition - you will shy away from it.
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Choosing the lowest place is a work of grace: it is often difficult to do. But dear one, if you
desire to be like Jesus… to actually win the race that is set before you, you must be lowly. Find
your self-worth not as the world measures success… but in lowliness. Serve in menial ways
(wash feet). Be nothing in the eyes of the world… Be great in the eyes of God!

Humility... Maturing to Childhood
“Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself as this little child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:1-4
Dear disciple, most of us feel the need to do something of significance. The search for
significance seems to be inherent and causes mankind to accomplish and achieve. This is
necessary for the development of a society, but usually some aspects of its forward thrust
actually hinder the development of the Kingdom of God. As you can see from the teachings of
Jesus, God’s ways are contrary to the natural ways of the world. Ambition and the drive to be
successful are not welcome in the Kingdom. Humility, submission, and death to self are. Jesus
said, “He who is greatest among you must be your servant” (Matt.23: 11). Even the greatest
must become the least to truly be great!
Augustine wrote, "For those who would learn God's ways, humility is the first thing, humility is
the second, humility is the third." The very mention of humility grates against your soul; doesn’t
it? In fact, when you began to read this you may have detected a little of resistance. It is a
process, my friend, and a long slow death. The fact that you recognize the pride within is a very
good sign; this proves that you are advancing. You are maturing to childhood, ascending to
obscurity, descending to greatness. You are dying to truly live.
Jesus was our Example of Humility:
•

He called Himself the son of man

•

He served and washed feet

•

His sole intent was to do the will of His Father (John 5:30)

Phil. 2:5-11 “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even
the death of the cross. Therefore, God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
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1 Peter 5:5-6 “Likewise younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be
submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.” Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you in due time…”
James 4:10 “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”

How to Humble Yourself
Luke 14: 7-11 “When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best
place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him; and he who invited you and him
come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,’ and then you begin with shame to take the
lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so that when he
who invited you comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.’ Then you will have glory in the
presence of those who sit at the table with you. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
•

Allow others to go first… or have the better portion

•

Purpose to lay your life down to serve others… a servant

•

No self-promotion. Allow God to make a way for you

•

Give, pray and fast anonymously

•

Reese Howells… hat, belt

•

No make-up, plain clothes (once in a while) … something that others don’t notice… just
enough to make you uncomfortable

Let your humility become an attitude of heart… not a religious activity. We are not teaching
legalism!

Assignments:
•

Memorize: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26: “For I received from the Lord that which I also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you;
do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same way He took the cup also after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until He comes.”

•

Partake of Holy Communion, blessing the elements using 1 Cor.11:23-26

•

Continue reading one devotional daily from: ‘The Crucifixion Handbook’
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Lesson 6: Submission to Authority, Fear of God and Judgment of God
Submission to Authority
“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those
who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be
unprofitable for you.” Hebrews 13:17
“And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your
own?” Luke 16:12
Submit to authority! Sometimes these words cause necks to stiffen. We are a very independent
people. Many Christians, when confronted with the issue, will quickly agree to this scriptural
mandate. But when put to the test something within emerges. Pride or fear inhibits true
submission. And lack of submission hinders the work of the Lord. Everyone must not do what is
right in their own eyes. God has given you a leader to help lead you.
The whole issue is not one of control; it is an attitude of heart, a surrender of will. This is the
second level of trusting God. Please understand. When you submit to authority, you trust and
believe that God can guide you through another. “I can hear God for myself,” you say. Yes, this
is correct. And if God is truly directing you to do something, no one should stand in your way.
But before you allow this statement to confirm your rebellion, take another look at your heart.
Are you teachable? Do you get a little twinge when someone tries to correct you, smiling on the
outside, but grumbling within? Dear disciple, you can go no further until you learn to yield. You
will never be given true authority until you learn to submit to authority.
There are some who have been wounded by authority, and you have been reluctant to submit
yourself for fear of additional wounds. This is certainly understandable, but don’t remain out
there by yourself. May God heal you today and enable you to accept the authority of another.
If you have been estranged from the Church, allow God to lead you to the right body of
believers. He is speaking to you about this again for your protection and spiritual growth. Ask
Him to help you place your trust in others once again.

Lord, please forgive my pride and rebellion… and every critical word and judgmental attitude.
Teach me to submit. Heal me and help me to accept the frailties and errors of leadership. Cause
me to pray for them and help lift their arms.
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The Fear of God
God’s grace is so awesome. He truly is a good, good Father. For the past several years He has
been revealing Himself in this manner and many have been teaching the grace message. This
has brought healing to those who were in bondage to guilt and condemnation. Nevertheless,
the Lord now wants you to know that in addition to magnifying “grace” you must also learn the
fear of God… for your own protection. “Fear” in regards to fearing God is mentioned over 300
times in Old and New Testament. How can we minimize this topic? Read the letters to the 7
churches (Revelations 2 and 3). Jesus is speaking to actual New Testament churches… strongly
warning 5 of them. You need to know this side of Jesus too.
The fear of God is like a barb wire fence on the perimeter of your Father’s large ranch. When
you are living with your Father in the center of the property, you never think about the fence…
you enjoy His companionship and do whatever He asks you to do. “Perfect love casts out fear…
” (1 John 4:18) However, on a dark night, if you should wander in disappointment,
discouragement, weariness, boredom, etc. that fence is there to prick you and keep you from
the dangerous cliffs and certain destruction lurking on the other side of that fence.
If you are loving and obeying God there is no need to fear Him, but if you continue to do
something God has told you not to… or refuse to do something He has, you had better fear
Him… there will be consequences. Our God is not angry or mean, wanting to punish you for
breaking His rules. He is a loving Father who corrects His children so that we will be all that we
can be (Heb. 12:5-11). Discipline can be painful; believe me. Ask any true son or daughter… they
will tell you. Learn to obey your Father. He loves you so much and has good things planned for
you. Dear disciple, learn to fear God and teach others to do the same. This message must be
restored to the church… with balance and full of grace. It should not be preached every week,
but it must be preached.
Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Acts 5:5 “Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear
came upon all those who heard these things.”
Acts 9:31 “Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were
edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were
multiplied.”
Romans 11:19-22 “You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in."
Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty,
but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore,
consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you,
goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.”
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1Peter 2:17 “Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.”
Revelation 14:7 “…saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His
judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of
water."
Hebrews 12:25-29 “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who
refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him
who speaks from heaven, whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying,
"Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven." Now this, "Yet once more,"
indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the
things which cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.”

Consequences
Regarding the ongoing debate about the fear of God, here is my own personal story: I knew the
Lord as a young boy. I would go to church myself, since it was near my house, and talk with God
when no one was in the church. I asked Him to make me a fisher of men when I was seven.
However, by the time I was fourteen I ran away from Him pursuing the lusts of the flesh…
drinking, drugs and sex. I became a 1960s hippie and nearly blew my mind with psychedelic
drugs. What did it take for me to return to God? The death of my baby, suicidal depression,
psych wards, a state mental hospital, 3 arrests for possession of drugs and the threat of prison,
ruined relationships, the loss of 2 businesses, etc. Throughout these years the Lord sent
Christians to me, inviting me to return. I politely listened, allowed them to pray for me and then
continued on the path to destruction. My mother prayed for me… and asked others like Oral
Roberts and Kathryn Kuhlman to pray.
After 7 years and near death I repented and recommitted my life to Christ, but then walked
mostly in the ways of the world for the next 7 years. Finally, after a night of sinning, strong
conviction of sin fell on me and my heart was pounding as the fear of God overwhelmed me. He
clearly said to me, “This is your last chance.” It truly was God’s persistent love that brought me
to this point… but it was the fear of God that brought me to genuine repentance. This too is
love. As you may know, shortly after this I was gloriously baptized in the Holy Spirit… and have
spent the rest of my life serving my Lord in many nations. Far from perfect… but in Christ!
Please understand there are serious consequences for disobedience: Loss of opportunity,
closed doors, loss of money, loss of material goods or property… loss of relationships. And if we
persist in disobedience we could also lose our freedom (prison), our mental and/or physical
health, even our life.
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Did God do all of this to me? Of course not! But He did give me over to Satan to buffet my flesh
(1Cor.5:5). My terrible choices opened the door for demonic influence and the enemy stepped
in to ruin my life. God allowed this knowing it would bring me back to Him. And because He
loves me, He worked it for my good. The alternative would have been to simply give me
completely over to my own ways that lead to destruction… and if possible, to hell. Thank you,
Father, for not doing that!
Please hear me! Your continued sin could open a door for demons to ruin your life. You could
lose everything you have worked for. Nevertheless, by His Spirit we have abundance of grace to
draw near to Father God through the blood of His son Jesus… and to stay close to Him. In this
place of intimacy there is no fear.

Cut Off:
“… Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but
fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore,
consider the goodness and severity of God- on those who fell, severity; but toward you,
goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off” (Rom. 11:20-22).
These scriptures regarding the election of Israel were written to Christians. I understand this
may collide with some of your doctrines, nevertheless it says what it says. God is good and very
loving. He is also severe. Remain in Him… or there will be serious consequences (John 15: 2,6). I
would much rather hear of the love and mercy of God but sometimes it is necessary to be
reminded of the fear of God.

God Loves, God Chastens… Chastening is Love:
Throughout nearly 40 years of ministry my heart has burned with a love for Jesus… and for His
bride, the church. He has called me to prepare His bride for her Bridegroom and has taken me
all over the world to make true disciples. Having said this, I am very concerned about some of
the current teachings that say God is love and God is good (Of course this is absolutely true!)
but then teaches He doesn’t allow bad things to happen to His children to test, prune or refine
them… and He doesn’t chasten. This is so unscriptural and completely removes the concept of
the fear of God and the serious consequences of sin. This teaching only gives room for the nice,
affirming and comforting words and minimizes or eliminates strong exhortations and serious
warnings.
I understand that many were raised by imperfect, abusive parents and perhaps this teaching is
meant to help them see God as a loving Father (He is a loving Father) but I believe it will do
more harm than good and help perpetuate this current season of permissiveness. We must
teach the full truth of God’s word.
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If you need proof, read the scriptures: Before Peter denied Christ (the defining moment that
crushed and humbled Peter) Jesus told him that Satan asked to sift him like wheat (Luke 22:3134). Who did Satan ask? Obviously, he asked God… and God allowed Satan to do it. The Father
knew that this breaking would prepare Peter for leadership.
Jesus seriously rebuked and warned the churches in Revelations 2 and 3. “So then, because you
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.” “As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent.” (Rev. 3:16,19)
Dear disciple, let us not be naïve. Our God is love! He is also a consuming fire. It was not the
comforting love of God that brought me to repentance… it was the heart pounding fear of God
that finally did. This too is love.

Grace vs. the Fear of God
There has been much debate about teaching grace vs. the fear of God. Let me make it clearboth are correct. For those suffering guilt and condemnation from past sins, the grace message
is a healing balm. For those tempted by sin, the fear of God is a warning that should be a
deterrent. A loving father disciplines his children. He also quickly forgives and comforts the
child who admits doing wrong. Nevertheless, if you are listening to a teacher who makes you
feel comfortable to continue sinning, you had better find another teacher. “As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent” (Rev. 3:19).

A Prophetic Word from the Lord
“I want you to be aware of what I am doing in this season, says the Lord. I am calling backsliders
to come home and some are now coming. Even so, many are not… and need to be warned of
the consequences of their sins. Some are already experiencing those consequences. Know I am
at work in the midst of all of this… drawing them back to Me. I have also been preparing
preachers of righteousness. They’ve been purged from self-righteousness and pride and can
now carry My message of repentance. They will be powerful tools in My hand… in this coming
hour. Conviction of sin with the gift of repentance is the doorway to the revival you’ve been
waiting for. Hear what I am saying and do what I am doing, says the Lord.
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The Judgment of God
In this hour when an entire generation has grown complacent about the things of God, a
revelation of the fear of God will be given. Open your eyes; this is now in progress. Shakings,
disciplines and judgments are coming upon the earth. Glean some wisdom and know the ways
of the Almighty. Our God is loving, merciful and kind… slow to anger and abounding in mercy.
His grace is abundant, Jesus’ blood sufficient to cover all sin. Nevertheless, He is also holy,
righteous and just. God will not be mocked. How foolish to think the Lord does not bring
judgment. The Word of God is full of His warnings and judgments… sometimes intensely severe.
Does this mean He is not love? Of course not! A loving father disciplines, even scourges his
favored sons. God’s discipline is usually painful, but this is also love. The intention is to correct
and to set one’s feet on the right path… that we may know and love the Lord and fulfill our
destiny.
What about the wrath of God, His fierce anger and righteous punishment? It is coming,
beloved. It has come and will come again. Take note of this New Testament text, “For the wrath
of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). “His wrath IS revealed” a present activity…
not merely delegated to the Old Testament. It will surely come at the end of the age, but the
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD was prophesied by Jesus Himself.
A quick review of world history reveals God’s mercy and longsuffering toward the nations.
However, eventually judgment comes to those who refuse to repent: calamity, decline,
destruction and sometimes obliteration. This has occurred many times. In fact, more than
twenty-five great civilizations have declined or have been completely destroyed during the
course of human events.
I believe the 20th Century destruction of Germany, the bombardments and fire bombings and
the killing of so many, was the judgment of God unfurled against a nation that started two
world wars and murdered six million of His chosen people. This judgment was delivered
through the allied forces. God’s judgment often-times came to Israel via an advancing army.
Hurricane Katrina was also a judgment. New Orleans, a city that literally invites people to come
and commit perversions and debauchery in her streets was flooded with mud, sewage and even
corpses when graveyards were unearthed by the flood waters. Did you know that Katrina
means “pure”? Unfortunately, there has been little or no repentance!
Then there are personal judgments noted in the New Testament: The judgment of weakness,
sickness, even death for receiving Holy Communion in an unworthy manner: “For he who eats
and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself” (1Cor. 11:29). There is
also a judgment for not forgiving someone who has offended you: "And his master was angry,
and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So, My heavenly
Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his
trespasses" (Matt.18:34-35).
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And consider Jesus’ warning to the New Testament church at Thyatira, “And I gave her time to
repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed, I will cast her into a sickbed,
and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their
deeds. I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who
searches the minds and hearts…” (Rev. 2:21-23).
You must fear God, beloved... and obey Him. Our nation must fear God. What judgment is
stored up for a nation that has killed millions of babies for the sake of convenience, flaunts
sexual perversion and thrives on materialistic idolatry?
“If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for
you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.” (Matt.
5:29)

Very Important: The fear of God, the consequences of sin, and the message of repentance are
all absolutely necessary but they should not be preached every Sunday. The church would soon
be crushed under the weight of guilt and condemnation. People need to be encouraged and
hear of God’s love and mercy. I hope you understand. There must be a balance.

Assignments:
•

Choose one devotional from ‘The Crucifixion Handbook’ and prepare a five-minute
teaching from that devotional to give at home group or church
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Lesson 7: Servant Leadership, The Truth, Preparation of a Leader
Servant Leadership
Have you ever viewed a corporate management flow chart? You will note that the Chairman of
the Board is placed at the top of the chart just above the officers and Board of Directors; from
there it pyramids down to the middle management, department heads, and so on. If the profile
were extended, it would finally flow to the factory worker and building maintenance. This is the
way the world perceives leadership, beloved. Unfortunately, the Church is not much different.
Jesus showed us a different way… the way of servanthood. “And He said to them, ‘The kings of
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are
called `benefactors.' But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let
him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at
the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One
who serves.’” Luke 22:25-27
You must never forget this; the fruitfulness of your work depends upon it. Lead in this fashion
and the Lord will bless you… and the people will gladly go with you. Lord over the people and
you will have to strive, cajole and manipulate to get them to follow.
Consider this: In God’s kingdom, the management pyramid is inverted…with the leadership
point on the bottom. The leader is holding the others up in prayer… lifting them up, building
them up… serving, encouraging, correcting and washing feet. The leader becomes less; the
people become more… learning to do it better than you do. This is your goal, dear servant
leader: Lay down your life for those whom you lead… become a rung in their ladder to success.
How the Kingdom would benefit from one such as this! Will you be that one?
“You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an
example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not
greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these
things, blessed are you if you do them.” John 13:13-17
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The Truth
Dear disciple, do you realize how vital and powerful truth is? Are you walking in the truth?
God’s word is TRUTH. How often do you deceive yourself… choosing the easier way? How often
do you justify your actions, your anger and your selfishness? As we prepare ourselves for this
season of glory, the dazzling brightness of His drawing near will expose the hidden flaws of
character… TRUTH being most important. You are sinning when you lie… and you will remain in
darkness if you believe the lies you tell yourself. Allow the Lord to expose every lie you speak…
and every lie you believe. “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17).
Truth with humility works hand in hand to bring genuine repentance… and this will bring
freedom and healing. Take another look at the things you have been blaming others for.
Remember, God is in control of everything. Why has He allowed this difficult situation? See
what He has been trying to expose - those things hidden within you. Is it pride, selfishness,
jealousy, self-pity? It is time to embrace the truth, repent, and be healed.
You Desire Truth:
“What is Truth?” Pilate asked this question of Jesus (John 18:38). It is well worth asking again
today, especially in this hour of deception. Society has believed the lie that there are no moral
absolutes; good and evil are relative. Situational ethics are taught in school… and sin abounds.
Of course, God’s word is TRUTH.
Dear disciple, as you plunge to the depths of Jesus, the following question begs an answer: Are
you truthful? Do you realize that those who practice lies will have no part in the Kingdom? This
is a very serious matter. Truth can be painful and humbling. You may have sought to protect
yourself with a lie or to build yourself up in the eyes of others. This is displeasing to your Lord.
Truth is essential; there is no option.
Self-deception has also run rampant in our society. There are so many who are willing to
deceive themselves in order to perpetuate their disobedience to God. Don’t be one of these.
Self-deception conflicts with reality and sooner or later the house of cards will come crashing
down. Why can’t you admit that you were wrong? Truth is the only remedy. Admit the truth,
ask God and others for forgiveness, forgive yourself, and move on. You can go no deeper, no
farther in Christ, without the truth lighting your path.

“Behold, you desire truth in the inner parts and in the hidden parts You will make me to know
wisdom” (Ps. 51:6).
“Lead me in Your truth and teach me. For you are the God of my salvation” (Ps. 25:5).
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Love the Truth
Do you love truth? You should, beloved; you must! Every servant of God must walk in the light
of truth if they are to mature. Truth is absolutely foundational. Why then do most people lie?
The sin of lying and self-deception has reached pandemic proportions. Very few will admit their
faults or take responsibility for their actions. They deceive themselves and blame others. Some
lie to keep out of trouble, others to save face. It is common to lie for personal gain and many
hope to appear to be more than they really are. Do you lie / exaggerate?
Several cultures consider lying to be quite acceptable; some even admire it. But God sees
nothing admirable about lying. He is very serious about truth, Christian. Jesus described Himself
as “The Truth.” How can your sins be forgiven if you refuse to admit to yourself that you have
sinned? You are responsible for everything you say and do. You must be painfully honest with
yourself, with God, and with others. Don’t be afraid; your loving Father is merciful and gracious.
He already knows your sins. However, you must humble yourself and acknowledge them.
Don’t rebel against the truth - love the truth. Truth will bring you freedom and peace. Isn’t that
what you’ve been looking for? Invite the penetrating light of the Holy Spirit to search your heart
today. “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there
is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Ps. 139:23-24). “But if we walk in
the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1John 1:7).

Your Blind Spots
I’m sure you know you have at least a few blind spots, don’t you? We’re speaking of those
areas of your life that you can’t see, but those close to you can. Like that small section of
highway along the side of your car that can’t be seen in the side view mirror, there are habitual
patterns, hidden attitudes and motives you are not aware of. If you are not careful, those things
you can’t see will eventually hurt you.
Perhaps, in the past, you have had a glimpse of some of these concealed things, but you were
either too busy, or they were too painful to examine. Now, you must look at them. God will
permit you to go no further until you do. These un-dealt-with limitations are hindering you
from fulfilling your destiny. You must be willing to lay down who you are (who you think you
are), and what you do, so that you can become all that God wants you to be. You must be
willing to take a good, honest look at yourself.
If your life is motivated by trying to satisfy your unmet needs, or you are constantly performing
to gain acceptance or affirmation, you can hardly admit this to yourself. Workaholics, for
instance, easily justify their dysfunction by pointing to their accomplishments. They are
oblivious to the pain they cause their family. Servant of God, there are deeper places and purer
motives than being driven by inner needs. The Lord will show you these things.
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Wait upon the Lord and allow Him to reveal “truth in the inward parts.” He wants to show you
what lies in your blind spot. Allow Him to heal the wounds that have been buried under your
fervent activity and other escape mechanisms.
In the past, you pressed into God but didn’t seem to go any further. You have sought the Lord
numerous times, asking Him to make you more fruitful. You have asked Him to do whatever is
necessary to reach that end. Dear disciple, He is now doing that very thing. There are hidden
areas in need of transformation, located at the very core of your being. Don’t lose heart; He will
complete the work He has begun… and will bring you to a rich fulfillment. This is His promise.
Please, continue to trust Him.
“Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part You will make me to know
wisdom.” Psalm 51:6

Your Perception of Truth
What you believe to be definitely true may not be the truth! “For now, we see in a mirror,
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known”
(1Cor. 13:12). After all, we only “know in part.” Do you understand that your perception of
truth is influenced by several factors? Hopefully, Holy Spirit is gaining the most sway, but there
are also personal experiences, prior teachings, parents, culture, even your personality. All of
these factors clearly shape who you are and what you believe, both in the natural and the
spiritual.
It is essential that you realize this: Only a percentage of what you believe to be true is absolute
TRUTH. There is a period of time during your spiritual development when you are vulnerable to
assimilating non-truth. You believe your parents, pastor and teachers without question, even if
the doctrine being taught has been faulty for hundreds of years, handed down from one
generation to another.
Indeed, the Bible is the standard of truth; nonetheless, there are few who wholeheartedly
agree with each other’s interpretation. Leaders of various Christian backgrounds, all born of the
Spirit, all knowing Hebrew and Greek will arrive at different conclusions when researching the
same passage. How can this be? Someone must be incorrect.
Make no mistake about it, doctrine is very important. You need to know what to believe for
salvation, holiness, and victorious living, etc. Even so, are you able to hold peripheral doctrines
in an open hand, enabling you to receive something more? I am certainly not suggesting
compromise: Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sin is absolute Truth…
salvation by grace, through faith - not works. And those things in the New Testament that are
said to be sinful… you can be sure they are sinful. But will you continue to fight and divide over
eschatology, how to baptize or eternal security? It is time to grow-up, saint.
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Has this reading disturbed you? Perhaps your faith is mostly built upon doctrine. This is not
good. Like a house of cards, remove a doctrine and you are fearful the whole house will
collapse. If your faith leans too heavily upon doctrine, you may be threatened by change or may
become dogmatic and legalistic. A doctrinal ‘purist’ may even isolate from others for fear of
contamination. This is actually very weak faith.
Jesus IS truth, disciple. Your faith must be built upon a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
His Holy Spirit will lead you into all truth. Come to Him once again as a child, with child-like
faith, and relearn His truth.

Preparation of a Leader
•

To become a leader in God’s kingdom first requires the call of God.

•

The process of preparation begins long before you are aware of the call. Your parents,
neighborhood, classmates… good or bad, all played a part. Every success and failure,
every painful and difficult situation has been refining and preparing you to carry the
mantle of leadership… and it will continue.

•

What about seminary or bible school? You can be sure education is important… but
brokenness is better. Many of the largest and most powerful churches around the world
are headed by those who never attended seminary?

•

There are seasons of molding, shaping and refining

•

Seasons of learning to submit to authority

•

You learn to humble yourself and become a servant

•

There are experiential, practical hands-on applications… learning to preach, teach and
minister in the power of the Holy Spirit.

•

You learn the painful process of dealing with people… to forgive them and not take
offense.

•

Not to mention all of the things necessary for your own spiritual life like intimacy with
God through worship, prayer and time in His word.

54

•

When you think you are ready, there is a season of obscurity (Isa.49:2). No one seems to
recognize you or your gifts and talents. And you wait and wonder if you truly have a call.

•

It is here that you begin to realize that it’s not all about doing ministry. It is all about
knowing and loving God! Now you are ready to be a leader.

•

So how do you know if you are a leader? You follow Jesus… and when you look behind
you… you find others following you.

Assignments:
•

Choose another devotional from ‘The Crucifixion Handbook’ and prepare a five-minute
teaching to share with your home group or church.

•

Memorize 1 John 1:5-9

“This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in
Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Review
So far, we have learned:
1) Embrace the Cross, Count the Cost, Deny Self,
Die to Self
2) Forgiving One Another and Asking for Forgiveness,
Who is a Disciple? The Olive Press
3) The Meaning of Life, Intimacy with God,
Prayer and Fruitfulness, The Presence of God
4) Perseverance, Humility and Humbling Yourself
5) Submission to Authority, The Fear of God,
The Judgement of God
6) Servant Leadership, The Truth, Preparation of a Leader
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Lesson 8: Fruitful in Affliction, Endurance
Fruitful in Affliction
Joseph, as an example of fruitfulness in affliction, as aptly stated by his father in the blessing of
his son “Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a well; his branches run over the wall. The
archers have bitterly grieved him, shot at him and hated him”. (Genesis 49:22-23)
Joseph is one of two sons of Jacob’s favored wife, Rachel. His heart was so knit to Joseph he
prepared for him a “coat of many colors”, which made his half-brothers envious. This coat
(tunic) is the Hebrew word “Kethoneth”- meaning an under garment usually of linen. This same
Hebrew word is used for Aaron’s tunic as a high priest, for the Levites, used by Tamar, King
David’s daughter. Joseph’s brothers were the of sons to concubines (female servants) Bilhah
and Zilpah, and Rachel’s sister, Leah. Deception centered around the marriage of Jacob to Leah.
He was promised marriage to his beloved Rachel by her father ( He waited and worked for her
for 7 years) and was blind-sighted on the wedding night to find it was actually Leah given to him
in marriage. Jacob was forced to wait 7 days for the fulfillment of the wedding and work for
another 7 years for Rachel. When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her womb
(Genesis 29:31). Rachel was barren.
It is important to note that three of the wives of the Patriarchs were barren. These were
Abraham’s wife Sarah, Isaac’s wife Rebekah and Jacob’s wife, Rachel. The chosen seed of all
three of these barren women were Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. Joseph’s mother Rachel only
conceived one more child, Benjamin, to whom she gave birth on their journey to Ephrath
(meaning “ash heap/place of fruitfulness”). Ephrath is modern day Bethlehem. She
subsequently died during the birth. Jacob set up a pillar on her grave.
Joseph endured much persecution and his brothers “hated him and could not speak peaceably
to him” when his father presented him the coat - they knew that Jacob loved him more
(Genesis 37:4). Jacob used Joseph to “spy on his brothers” and report back to him what they
were doing in the field.
Genesis 37:5 and 37:9 the Lord spoke to Joseph through a prophetic dream about the call on his
life. Upon sharing with his father, Jacob rebuked him and asked if it meant that he would rule
over all of them. His brothers hated and envied him after hearing both dreams, however, Jacob
“kept the matter in mind”
Habbakuk 2:3- For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but in the end, it will speak and not
lie. Though it tarries, wait for it because it will surely come, it will not tarry”
The just shall live by faith…
Vision- Chazown- vision in the night, a prophecy
Appointed Time- Mowed- A season, a set appointed time, meeting or sign
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Tarry- Mahahh- to delay, linger, refuse or turn back
Wait- Chakah- To wait for, long for, wait
Proverbs: 29:18- Where there is no prophetic vision, the people cast off restraint.
Psalm 105:17-22- Joseph was sold as a slave, they hurt his feet with fetters (literally; his soul
came into iron…until that time his word came to pass….the word of the Lord tested him).
•
•
•
•

He refused to look at his master’s wife
Did not want to sin against God (walk in the Spirit and not fulfill the lust of the flesh)
His brothers hated him
They conspired to kill him and threw him into an empty pit

They even ate a meal while he begged for his life! Then they pulled him out and sold him as a
slave (Deuteronomy 24:7- if a man is found kidnapping any of his brethren of Israel and
mistreats or sells him, he shall be put to death). He was purchased by Midianite traders and
then sold to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. He was then taken down into Egypt
and brought to Pharaoh’s officer, Potiphar, who was the captain of the Guard. Joseph, having
much favor with God, had favor with Potiphar also who made him made him overseer of his
household. Potiphar’s wife accused Joseph of trying to rape her (she had been trying to seduce
him day after day, to his denial). Potiphar’s anger burned toward Joseph and he was thrown in
prison. The truth of Joseph’s imprisonment and unjust suffering can be found Psalms 105:18They tied a rope around Joseph's feet. They put an iron ring around his neck.
Let’s look at this example of suffering, endurance, perseverance, trial tribulation all in one
paragraph:
Imagine the weeping from Joseph. He is thrown down into a dry pit he cannot get out of and
begging from that pit, hungry and crying. He is calling out to his half-brothers for help while
they eat their lunch and laugh at him. Without warning he is sold as a slave, not once, but
twice, and driven hundreds of miles away from all that he knew, leaving his beloved brother
Benjamin and father, Jacob. He is sold to a stranger and had to learn how to survive, put in
torment daily by a woman who lusted after him. Then he is falsely accused of something he did
not do. And after all that, he is put into a pit again, is tied with a rope around his feet and an
iron ring around his neck for TWO full years!
By divine appointment, he is put in charge of the Pharaoh’s butler and baker who have been
put in the prison. They both had disturbing dreams that Joseph, by the Spirit, interprets. They
are both so pleased with him and 3 days afterward are released from prison. His cry to them
“Please remember me when it goes well with you. Please do me a kindness by mentioning me
to Pharaoh and get me out of this house”. They returned to their positions, surely as Joseph
had predicted in their dreams, however, they forgot about him. Joseph remained in shackles in
the pit for the completion of two full years.
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Let’s look at this - Joseph had two dreams; the butler/baker each had one (two dreams) and
Pharaoh subsequently had two dreams AT THE COMPLETION OF TWO FULL YEARS of Joseph’s
imprisonment.
The number 2 here means agreement and by implication, the truth. Like there are 2 witnesses
in Revelation 11. And John 8:17- It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is
true. Also, Hebrews 6:17-18 states we have strong consolation that God cannot lie as He
confirmed it by an oath by 2 immutable things. Joseph’s dream was confirmed by the second,
Pharaoh’s dream was confirmed by the second and both the butler and the baker’s dreams
spoke the truth of each other opening the door for the completion of the assurance that the
vision is for an appointed time (Habakkuk 2:3). Joseph finally had his appointment.
Upon hearing Joseph’s Godly wisdom and the interpretation of both of his dreams, Pharaoh
asks “Where can we find such a one in whom is the Spirit of God” (literal Hebrew-Ruach of
Elohim) (Genesis 41:38)
Galatians 5:22- Defines the Fruit of the Spirit as an example that had been developed in joseph
through his suffering:
Love- Joseph saved and forgave his brothers
Joy-wept on his Father’s neck for joy
Peace- the favor of God was with him
Longsuffering-in prison for something he didn’t do until an appointment time
Kindness- He showed kindness to the captain of the guard and to Potiphar
Goodness- Gave five times more to his brother Benjamin and blessed his brothers
Faithfulness- Joseph feared God and was not bitter against Him
Gentleness- Joseph hugged his brothers
Self-Control- Joseph, as a leader, could have had his brothers imprisoned, but restrained
himself
Upon his death Jacob said: Joseph is a fruitful bough (literally means son). The archers (Ba’al)
bitterly grieved him (literally shot at and wounded him).
Joseph had two sons born to him while in Egypt from Potiphera’s (the priest of On) daughter:
Manassah- Causing to forget- of this child he said, “God has caused me to forget all my toil and
all my father’s house”
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Ephraim- God has made me fruitful in the land of affliction (Ephraim is from the root of Ephrath
where Rachel died- Joseph used the root of the same location his mother died to say that God
had made him fruitful in the ash heap)
Isaiah 55: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts. Neither are my ways your ways, says the
Lord. For as the Heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain comes down and the snow from Heaven and does
not return there, but water the earth and makes it bring forth and bud that it way give seed to
the sower and bread to the eater; so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth, it will
not return to me void, but will accomplish what I please and prosper in the thing for which I
sent it.”
Job 5:6- Man is born to trouble
Job 5:18- He bruises, but He binds up; He wounds but His hands make whole
Hold fast to the vision God gives you. Do not divert from it- He will bring it to pass. Remain
faithful to God- endure, believe, persevere. Do not compromise when the vision is slow. Believe
that God is sufficient to see His purpose through you. Trust in the sovereign providence of God
Keep Joseph as our example, for he said “God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction”

Endurance
Most of us use the words perseverance and endurance interchangeably but there is clearly a
difference:
•

Perseverance - to persist in a state or undertaking in spite of difficulties, opposition, or
discouragement

•

Endurance - the ability to withstand hardship or adversity: the ability to sustain a
prolonged stressful effort or activity…like a marathon runner’s endurance

•

Perseverance is defined as continuance till the end… a pressing on. Endurance is using
strength and wisdom to continue despite pain and fatigue.

•

“Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” Hebrews 12:1

•

Hebrews 12:7 says, “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.”

•

Perseverance is remaining steady in hopes to finish. Endurance is learning to bear the
pain, fatigue and discouragement so that you can finish.
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•

Simple example: Our recent trip to Kenya: We persevered in prayer, raising finances and
driving to JFK, despite wrong directions, took 3 different flights and then drove about 2
hours to reach our destination. In the process some of us endured this 30-hour trip with
anxiety, fatigue and pain in our body. By God’s grace we both persevered and endured.

Endurance is closely related to trials
•

bad marriage

•

difficult job

•

bad neighbors

•

lack of finances

•

physical or mental disabilities

•

recovering from sickness or injury, etc.

•

Also consider temptation: “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with
the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure
it.” 1Cor. 10:13

•

When you are faced with trials, remember to endure. God not only wants us to endure
our trials but he also wants us to rejoice in them.

•

Rom. 5:3-4 “More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope.”

•

Enduring is difficult, but God doesn’t want you to give up.

•

Too many of God’s children quit too soon and either have to go through the same
process again

•

Or they settle for far less than God intended for them
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•

To fulfill your destiny, you must endure through even the most difficult of trials, despite
how hard it is.

•

We must remember that we are not running alone. Deut. 31:6 says “the Lord your God
goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you”

Biggest Hindrances to Enduring
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forgetting to pray
Disappointment and/or Anger with God
Believing the lies of the enemy: this will never end
Self-pity
Complaining
Unforgiveness and Bitterness
Pressing in without resting = Burnout

How to Endure
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Intimacy with God in prayer… seeking His strengthening presence and His daily guidance
Know and believe that God is in control of all things
Believe His promises… logos and rhema
When you hear the lies of the enemy, speak truth to yourself
Keep your heart free from grumbling and complaining and judging and criticizing
Praise and Thanksgiving should be frequently on your lips... and in your heart
Be quick to repent and be quick to forgive others… and yourself
Perseverance is absolutely necessary, but
Wisdom is essential: know when to press in and know when to rest, when to ask for
help, learn how to prioritize
Pace yourself like a marathon runner. They don’t try to sprint for the entire race.
Someone said, “It’s better to burn out than rust out.” Not a wise statement.

“For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive
the promise: “For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry. Now the
just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are
not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.”
Heb.10:36-39
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Assignment:
•

Memorize 1 John 2:3-6
“We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. Whoever says, “I
know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that
person. But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This
is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.”
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Lesson 9: Self Discipline, Self-Control, Repentance
Self-Discipline and Self Control
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A lack of self-control can result in a lot of pain for the one who doesn’t have it... their
family, friends and complete strangers. Lives can be and are ruined because of this.
Each of us have done things we regret as a result of no self-control.
These situations and temptations are a part of being human, but we must know how to
deal with this.
We must know our limitations and our strengths in order to ensure we don’t fall victim
to this and suffer or make others suffer.
We need self-control every day in order not to lose our temper, or break our diet or to
refrain from saying something we shouldn’t.
Examples from Scripture:
Adam didn’t exercise self-control when Eve offered him the fruit.
Joseph exercised self-control when Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him.
Samson didn’t have self-control when Delilah seduced him. In fact, he often didn’t exert
self-control.
David lost his self-control when he saw Bathsheba bathing.
Daniel and his friends practiced self-control when they chose not to defile themselves
with the food of the king of Babylon (Dan 1:8.)
Self-control…. restraint exercised over one’s own impulses, emotions, or desires
Self-control is self-restraint or willpower. All of us possess this in variable amounts and
we are admonished to have self-control. Those who do are often credited as wise.

Self-control is a limited resource
It has been proven scientifically that self-control is a limited resource. Studies have shown that
if a person was in a position of having to exert self-control for a period of time, it is very likely
that when they are faced with a temptation after this period, that they will succumb to it.
•
•
•
•
•

God knew that self-control is something we can’t always claim to have. Paul also warns:
1 Corinthians 10:12
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.
Flee from temptation:
1 Thessalonians 5:22
But keep away from every form of evil.
We are to keep away from every form of evil! Indulging in a little bit, might just be the
beginning of indulging in a lot.
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•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

It is also written in 2 Tim 2:22:
Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those
who call on YHVH from a pure heart.
1 Corinthians 6:18
Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the
immoral man sins against his own body.
If you know you are weak in a certain area, make sure you avoid getting in a situation
where you have to exert self-control. In this way, you will ensure that you don’t
succumb to the temptation at a vulnerable time. The best way to control self is
avoidance of that which we may be tempted
Self-control is a virtue and is considered a fruit of the Spirit:
Titus 1:8
but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled,
Galatians 5:22–23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Every fruit of the Spirit is developed through testing. If we cooperate with His work in us
we will find greater self-control emerging.
Remember, when we resist temptation it is a little easier to resist it the next time. If we
submit to temptation, it is a lot easier to submit the next time.
Anger is an area that is problematic to many of us. We may find it easy to exert selfcontrol when confronted with most things, but may snap at the tiniest provocation. One
way of dealing with anger is to do self-analysis every time we get angry. We are to find
out what we thought and why, then we can speak truth to ourselves in this area and will
eventually be able to conquer this.
There are many scriptures that teach us about keeping our temper under control:
Proverbs 29:11
A fool always loses his temper, but a wise man holds it back.
Proverbs 14:17
A quick-tempered man acts foolishly, and a man of evil devices is hated.
Proverbs 14:29
He who is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who is quick-tempered exalts
folly.
Proverbs 16:32
He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit, than he
who captures a city.
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Self-discipline
The definition of self-discipline:
Discipline may be defined as “orderly or prescribed conduct or pattern of behavior” and “to
train or develop by instruction and exercise, especially in self-control”
Some of us were raised with lots of discipline. Others not so much. There are many in this
current generation that have been allowed to do what they want. We need to understand the
relation between self-discipline and self-control.
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Establishing a good habit is an example of self-discipline:
Prayer, Scripture Reading, Going to Church, Exercise, Diet, Rest, Work Habits, etc.
For example, setting our alarm to get up early to do Bible study is self-discipline. Getting
up when the alarm goes off, is self-control. Going to my computer to do a Bible study, I
am practicing self-discipline. My choice then would be either open my Bible study
program or Facebook. That is where self-control comes in again.
I also believe that when we apply self-discipline in our lives the likelihood of having to
apply self-control will be less, especially if we apply the self-discipline of avoidance of
temptation. For example:
Train your eyes… don’t look in lust at people (not only porn but immodest clothing) or
materials… be quick to look away before temptation comes. This could be sexual lust or
wanting to purchase something you don’t need and can’t afford. If you train your eyes
to look away, you won’t have to resist temptation.
To sum it up: Self-discipline equals good habits, while self-control equals good choices.
Applying self-discipline starts with a plan or decision. For example, we make a decision
to exercise more. That is the plan, now we need to decide how we will execute the plan
and we will then need self-control to make sure we do.
So, we will also need a plan if we want to live a set apart life.
God gave us His commandments to teach us how to live.
The Bible is our self-discipline manual.
Holy Spirit is our helper.

John 14:26 2 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.
The apostle Paul wrote on self-discipline.
2 Thessalonians 3:11
For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but
acting like busybodies.
It is about having a plan. That plan is rooted in our purpose. Our purpose is connected to
YHVH’s purpose, or it should be. That is what finding meaning is all about.
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In order to achieve this, we are to discipline ourselves:
1 Corinthians 9:27
but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself
will not be disqualified.
We have seen before that YHVH has given us His Spirit in order to teach us all things.
2 Timothy 1:7
For Elohim has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
Conclusion:
In order to live a set apart life, we need self-control and self-discipline. We have learned that
self-discipline and self-control are closely related. Self-discipline is the habit and self-control the
good choices we make to realize this plan in our lives.

Repentance… Turning Away from Sin
Dear Christian, the Lord continues to speak about repentance: If you are living in sin you will
suffer serious consequences… and often times, the people nearest you will also suffer. Wake up
before it’s too late! Sin must be confessed and dealt with. Sin will destroy everything you have
worked for. Continue sinning and it will eventually pull you away from God. This is why the Lord
is now warning His people. Many have compromised and have grown lukewarm… and there is
unrepentant sin in the Church because many have been blinded by the political correctness of
our culture. He is now sending strong conviction of sin. It is time to turn away from the sin that
has ensnared you. “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he
will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life” (Gal. 6:7-8).
Much of the Church has fallen asleep; many have become lukewarm. The world has influenced
God’s people and caused them to compromise. They have accepted, and even embraced, many
things that God clearly says are sinful and evil… like homosexuality, same sex marriage,
transgenders and abortion. Homosexuals are even being ordained!
Almighty God, who is righteousness, holy, and just is now calling His Church to repentance.
Hear the word of the Lord: “Wake up and turn away from your sin! There are serious
consequences ahead. Those things done in secret will be exposed to the light. Shame and
humiliation await you. This is your warning!”
Grace was never meant to cover your sin. The indescribable torture of Jesus Christ… the
shedding of His blood, covers sin. Will you continue to take His suffering and the shedding of
His precious blood for granted? Will you continue in this sin? No more excuses!
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Most Christians have heard the word “repentance” for years and think they know what it
means. It is mentioned 25 times in the New Testament. Confession is mentioned twice. To
confess, means to agree with God and acknowledge you have sinned. The Greek word for
repentance “metanoia” means “a change of mind, making a decision to turn around, to face a
new direction.” Please understand. Repentance is not only admitting you have sinned and
saying, “Forgive me, God, I am sorry.” It requires a change of heart and a genuine decision to
turn away from that sin. Turning away from sin requires an action on your part. If you have
not done that… you have not repented of your sin.
Jesus said, “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
hell.” (Matt.5:29). He says the same thing in Matt.18:9. (It is very rare to find the same words
stated twice in the same book.) Of course, Jesus is not saying to mutilate yourself but Holy
Spirit is trying to stress this point: You must take extreme measures to turn away from your
besetting sins. (By mentioning the right hand, instead of just “hand” the Lord is clearly putting
an exclamation point on this statement.)
Extreme measures could mean: break this relationship now, cut your internet, confess your sin
to another, become accountable to someone, get into a program. Seek the Lord with all your
heart. He loves you and will give you the help (grace) to overcome temptation. Nevertheless,
He will not continue to tolerate your willful sinning. Repent now or there will be serious
consequences.
Make no mistake, everyone is responsible for what they say and do... and will be accountable
before God. You can no longer make excuses for yourself. You cannot blame others for your
actions. Our God is loving and merciful. Admit and confess your sins… and get help. The Lord
will transform your life.

Assignments:
•
•

Complete all assignments you may have missed, finishing ‘The Crucifixion Handbook’
and all scripture memorizations.
Ask God to search your heart and convict you of any hidden sin. Truly repent. Turn away
from your sin and turn toward Jesus.
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Lesson 10: Courage, Integrity in Ministry
Courage
Courage is not the absence of fear, but the willingness to act even when afraid.
Joshua and Caleb Num. 13-14, David and Goliath 1Sam.17, Peter and John Acts 3-4
Paul said in 1Cor.2:3 “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.”
•

I truly admire courage because I used to be afraid…. afraid in school, of teachers, other
kids, looking foolish, of making a mistake, afraid to speak in public, afraid to talk on the
phone, afraid in social situations

•

God wants you to have courage. He will give all of the necessary grace.

•

It’s not about pumping it up (bravado)

•

It is about faith, dying to self and submission to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

•

When stepping into an uncomfortable situation I often say, “I love you more than I love
myself. I can do nothing without You.” I ask for His help (grace) and then step out, open
my mouth… and Holy Spirit takes it from there.

•

We must never coddle our fears… or those who are fearful. We must overcome fear.

•

If you are fearful, you are not a coward. You are only a coward if you allow your fear to
influence your decisions.

•

Many of you have thought you were fearful. But you have overcome fear time after
time. God wants you to begin to see yourself as courageous.

•

“He who overcomes (mentioned 8 times in Rev.) shall inherit all things, and I will be his
God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” Rev. 21:7-8

•

We are headed into a season that will require courage… to stand for the truth,
persecution, threats. We must overcome, beloved. We must have courage.

•

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Phil. 4:13
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Integrity in Ministry
•

The responsibility and pressures of ministry are intense: The enemy seeks to destroy
you, the people of God devour each other (and you) and the “lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes and the pride of life” are stumbling blocks along your road of faith and
fruitful service. Welcome to the ministry! There is one resounding truth, however, that
will sustain us, “If God be for us who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31) God is so faithful!

•

It is essential that God’s ministers have integrity. We are to be an example of
righteousness to the people. We will give account before the Lord for all we do. Can you
say like Paul, “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ” (ICor.11:1)?

•

This teaching will help expose some of the major areas of ministerial failure and
encourage the minister to be a man or women of integrity... honest with God,
themselves and others.

•

Perhaps you may see areas in your own life that need correction. Be open to receive
conviction of sin and repent. Then go forward to be a blessing to this hurting world… a
world that needs to see those that not only preach the gospel, but also live the gospel.

Truth
•

Jesus is the truth and God expects His servants to always be truthful... not only when it
is easy or comfortable. When under pressure we are tempted to lie: 1) to continue to
look good to others 2) to prevent an unpleasant situation 3) to preserve a relationship 4)
to save ourselves from punishment 5) to pretend to be something that we are not.

•

In various cultures around the world these reasons are acceptable excuses for not telling
the truth. For instance, in some places, relationships are valued more than truth,
therefore telling a lie would be preferable to damaging a relationship. However, this is
not acceptable to God. He expects us to tell the truth. Truth is foundational for all
relationships. In fact, a relationship built on a lie is like building your house on sand... it
will eventually collapse.

•

Since we are talking about a ‘sin of the tongue’ it would also be good to mention a few
others: The servant of God must not speak critical and judgmental things about others.
The body of Christ suffers when ministers speak evil of each other. You sow division and
confusion instead of love and unity. When we are told something confidentially, we
must not tell others. Churches have been ruined and many have been hurt by gossip.
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Use of Money
•

God has promised to "supply all of our needs according to His riches in glory" (Phil.4:19).
He is faithful to fulfill His promises. He is our provider. Never look to man as your source
of provision. If you do, you may be disappointed and become offended. Hudson Taylor,
the founder of China Inland Mission, trusted God for the provision for over 1,000
missionaries he sent to China. He said, "God's work done in God's way never lacks God's
provision."

•

We are to be good stewards of God’s provision, wisely using what He has given. The
improper use of money has caused the destruction of many ministers and ministries.
The following are a few guidelines for operating with financial integrity:

•

Good Record Keeping Is Essential: Record in duplicate the sources and amounts of all
money that has come into the ministry. In a similar way record all expenses... all money
spent by the ministry. A report should be given to the pastor, church elders or board of
directors on a regular basis. These records should be kept by an honest individual (other
than the pastor) and reviewed by at least one other. When money is counted, two or
three individuals should be involved. This is not a lack of trust but prevents temptation
from blossoming into sin.... as well as relieves the suspicions of others.

•

Using Designated Funds: Designated funds are those which are given for a specific
purpose. For example, a man in your congregation donates money that he’s been saving
to purchase a few Bibles for the church. This money must be spent on Bibles. It would
be very unwise for the pastor to use the money to fix the church roof instead. The donor
would be offended and perhaps God would also. He may have stirred the man to give
the money because He wanted the people to have the Bibles.

•

You may raise money for a particular aspect of ministry: a building project, orphans,
evangelism, etc. It is very important that the money given is spent for that particular
project. It would be of poor integrity to take money donated for orphans to use for
evangelism... even though both are God’s work. We must believe that if God has stirred
donors to give toward a particular project it is because He wants that work to be
accomplished.

•

Of course, to intentionally play on the sympathy of others to raise money for orphans
and then spend it on other ministry needs is deceitful and very displeasing to God.
Remember, money is not the root of all evil, it is the love of money that causes the
problem. Let’s ask God to keep us from greed and covetousness. “Godliness with
contentment is great gain.” I Tim.6:6-10
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Use of Time
•

I am always amazed at how many planning meetings are held and yet how little is
accomplished in the Kingdom of God. Many ministers are very busy, but what are they
doing? Let us “be about our Father’s business.” If we are not careful, we will love to sit
and discuss. Perhaps we even feel that we are doing something very important. Yes,
meetings are necessary, but if you find yourself attending a lot of meetings prayerfully
consider if they are productive or even necessary. (Prov.20:4, 26:16)

•

Even as it is important not to waste time, it is also vital for the minister to take time to
rest. Many servants grow weary and faint because they didn’t learn how to rest. God
Himself, established the ‘Sabbath principle’ when He created the world. He also
commanded rest when He gave the Ten Commandments. We must rest 1 day out of 7
for our spiritual, emotional and physical health.

Making and Keeping Promises
•

“Let your yes be yes and your no be no” (Matt.5: 36-37). Most ministers want to please
the people they serve. Sometimes they agree to do things that they later do not do.
Don’t make promises you cannot keep. The ministers of God must do what they say
they will do. Many are watching.

Sexual Sin
•

The enemy has gained many victories in this area. Brothers and sisters, this must not be!
God is very serious about sexual immorality. Jesus said that to even look lustfully at a
woman (or man) is the same as committing adultery. (Certainly, this pertains to viewing
pornography.) And in some countries, there are homosexuals and child molesters in the
ministry. This is an abomination!

•

We can never justify or give a good reason for sexual misconduct. Perverse men have
tried to reason that Solomon had 700 wives and Abraham had concubines.... but these
are Old Testament examples. We can see very clear instruction in the New Testament
regarding marriage, divorce and immorality. Ask God to cleanse you from impure
thoughts and actions. Confess your sins to another and become accountable to them.
Do whatever it takes… even extreme measures!

•

Be careful! A man should not minister to a woman alone...nor should a woman minister
to a man alone. Keep from the appearance of evil, the temptation of evil and the
accusation of evil. (An emotionally ill or demonized person could accuse you of touching
or raping them, etc.)
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•

If your love for God will not keep you from sexual sin, let the fear of God make you
tremble. You can be sure there will be serious consequences ahead.

Pride
•

Pride is another major stumbling block for the minister. Pride has a way of creeping into
even the humblest heart. A few compliments, a few successes, a few souls saved, a few
people healed... and pride begins to rise. Here is a good test of your pride level: Are you
able to receive correction without grumbling? Are you easily offended by what others
say to you? Perhaps you are prouder than you imagined. We need to ask God to show
us our condition.

•

Let us consider James 4:10 and I Peter 5:6. We are to humble ourselves. Ask God to
show you practical ways of humbling yourself... for example: servanthood, submitting to
authority, confess your sins to one another, fasting/praying, dressing yourself in a
humble way, speaking humbly (not boasting), etc.

These are a few things that have caused many ministers to fall. Nevertheless, you don’t need to
fall. God is “able to keep you from falling" (Jude 1:24).
If you are to run this race to the finish you must first become (and remain) intimate with God.
This cannot be done without daily prayer. You will surely be deceived if you are not faithful to
spend time with Him. God desires that we love Him above all else... even the ministry.
Assignments:
•

Complete ‘The Crucifixion Handbook’ and all scripture memorization assignments.
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Discipleship Course
Module II

Doing the Work of Ministry
in the Power of the Holy Spirit
Peter and Lori Whitehouse

" But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you " (Acts 1:8)
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Introduction
As you enter this next phase of our Discipleship Course please remember and practice all that
you have learned in Module 1. We have laid a solid foundation of basic (yet profound) biblical
discipleship truths. You have been learning to die to yourself and live in Christ. He is your
foundation.
In this next module you will learn about doing ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit. It should
be very interesting and exciting. Nevertheless, it is imperative that you remember the basics.
Especially when it comes to humility, holiness and love. Apostle Paul reminds us in 1Cor. 13:1-2
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but
have not love, I am nothing.”
Throughout Church history, especially during times of Revival, anointed servants of God, filled
with the Spirit have carried His glory to their generation. They operated in the power of the
Holy Spirit and demonstrated amazing signs and wonders. Multitudes were saved, healed and
delivered. Sadly, many of them buckled under the weight of this heavy mantel. Some burned
out, others fell into sexual sin, or pride, or the love of money, or began to teach false doctrines.
We do not want you to fall into these traps, beloved.
People will oppose you and the enemy will attack… but God will be with you and bring you into
abundant fruitfulness if you will walk humbly and obey Him. Jesus clearly told us to count the
cost. Are you willing? Never be satisfied with anything less than God’s perfect will for your life.
Nevertheless, you can be sure of this: It will cost you everything.
Rise up sons and daughters of the Most High! Be filled with the Holy Spirit and do the work of
the Kingdom. Great adventures await you. Just keep saying “YES” to Jesus as He leads you to
the harvest. Do mighty exploits in His name, for His glory and honor. You will find great
fulfillment and receive eternal reward. He is worthy of your best… your everything.
“Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over
you, and His glory will be seen upon you.” Isaiah 60:1-2
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Lesson 1: Holy Spirit Baptism and Ministry
Baptism in the Holy Spirit
This awesome gift of God was not only promised in Joel 2 but also promised by Jesus "But you
shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit has come upon you" (Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit was
poured out at Pentecost (Acts 2) and fully experienced after Pentecost (Acts 4:31, 10:44-46,
19:6).
Baptism in the Spirit is the POWER for service and for witnessing... not only in words, but
healing, deliverance, prayer and in understanding the Word... and the power to overcome sin
and live a victorious life (Romans 8:26, John 16:14, Luke 24:49, Acts 9:17-20). Even Jesus
ministered by the anointing of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:38). It is the power for your specific
ministry. Re-filling continually…Eph. 5:18
How to Receive
Of course, you must be a surrendered vessel, willing to do God’s will. You can receive the
infilling of the Spirit in a variety of ways... as mentioned in scripture:
•

someone laying hands on you (Acts 19:6)

•

simply waiting on the Lord (Acts 2)

•

by the sovereign hand of God while listening to a message, during worship or wherever
you are. (Acts 10:44-46)

There is no formula for receiving Him... but it goes something like this:
Focus on Jesus and surrender yourself to Him… then ask Him to fill you with His Spirit, begin
to praise Him.
Remember, He really wants to fill you to overflowing. We have the assurance of God's word
that if we ask for this Precious Gift we will not receive anything evil but will receive His Holy
Spirit (Luke 11:11-13).
You may or may not feel anything initially, but some can sense peace, warmth or overwhelming
joy. You may hear a strange sound or word in your mind. Speak it out...and continue to speak it.
Like priming a pump, this usually begins the flow. Sometimes only a few words come at first,
but as you continue to speak in faith the Lord will give you a complete vocabulary to praise
God.
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Speaking in Tongues
God's gifts are given for a purpose. Praying in the Spirit edifies or builds us up in the Lord (1Cor.
14:4). We also build our faith by praying in the Holy Spirit (Jude 20). You will later find this is
one of your weapons in repelling the attacks of the enemy (Eph. 6:18). Speaking in tongues is an
important gift; you don't want to refuse it. To refuse tongues is to refuse to yield yourself
completely to God.
•

You do not have to wait for a special anointing or sense the presence of the Holy Spirit
to pray in tongues. This gift can be used at will and should be used continually to build
yourself up.

•

Practice your new prayer language until it becomes as natural as breathing. As you do,
you will experience a new peace and the joy of knowing the presence of the Lord.

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Paul lists nine gifts or manifestations of the Spirit (1Cor. 12). These are the supernatural tools
for Christian service. All Spirit filled Christians can manifest any of these gifts as the Spirit
directs.
1. The Word of Wisdom is a supernaturally given revelation of God's direction for a
specific situation. It is God's wisdom suddenly delivered to bring a solution.
2. The Word of Knowledge is a revelation of certain information which cannot be known in
a natural way. It can be God's diagnosis of a problem, sickness or other situation.
3. The Gift of Faith is an instantaneous complete assurance of God's willingness and ability
to act in a given situation. Faith cancels doubt and is essential to the gifts of healing and
working of miracles.
4. Gifts of Healings are special anointings of the Holy Spirit which enable us to bring God's
healing power to those who are sick... physical or emotional.
5. The Working of Miracles is a special momentary gift of authority which enables us to
perform miracles in the name of Jesus Christ.
6. Discerning of Spirits is a supernatural gift which enables us to discern the difference
between Holy Spirit, the human spirit, and evil spirits... and what kind of demonic spirits
may be afflicting someone. (It is not the discerning of someone’s character flaws.)
7. The Gift of Prophecy is an anointing of the Holy Spirit to speak the words of God. It is for
our direction, edification and encouragement. Sometimes it may be for predicting future
events when God wants to reveal them.
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8. The Gift of Tongues is a supernatural language given by God. There are 3 types
mentioned in scripture: 1) a prophetic message given in a language unknown to the
speaker. It should be used in conjunction with the Gift of Interpretation. 2) tongues used
in prayer, worship and intercession, sometimes called a prayer language. 3) a foreign
language unknown to the one speaking but known to the hearer... as on Pentecost.

9. The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues supernaturally proclaims to the hearer the
meaning of what was said using the gift of tongues. These two gifts operating together
are equivalent to prophecy.

Exercising the Gifts
The exercise of any of these gifts requires your cooperation with the Spirit. He gives the gifts as
He wills and lets you know in a variety of ways when you are to exercise them... for example:
The prophetic gifts... He will sometimes put a few words in your mind. You speak these and
more begin to flow. You may also sense an excitement or nervousness before you are to
prophesy.
Word of knowledge... You may see a picture or receive a word/thought that suddenly jumps
into your mind.
The word of wisdom can flow in the midst of normal conversation. You find yourself speaking
God's wisdom... and both you and the hearer are surprised when it flows out from you.
The healing gifts... Your hands could begin to feel warm or you may get a pain in a certain part
of your body. Sometimes the word of knowledge and the healing gifts work in tandem to build
faith and bring healing. We must be willing to lay on hands, speak a word of command or do
anything else as Holy Spirit directs us.
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Keys to Ministering in the Spirit
Know Who You Are in Christ
•

You are a child of God and He has empowered you to minister (2Cor. 3:5-6, Acts 1:8)

•

The Kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17:21)

•

You are not here to pray nice prayers, but to release the Kingdom of God into the
earth

•

“…such as I have I give to you.” (Acts 3:4-6)

Connect with The Person... And with God
•

Don’t withdraw because you feel timid or inadequate

•

Take hold of their hand (Mark 1:31, 8:23, 9:27)

•

Relax - Don’t try to make something happen

•

Look them in the eye - be compassionate (Mark 1:41)

•

Notice what you are feeling, thinking or conscious of

•

Be aware of His presence within you and the presence of God coming upon the person

Your Spiritual Attitude
•

As you minister keep directing your thoughts toward the Lord in expectation

•

Be yourself - don’t try to perform or be spiritual

•

God gives grace to the humble… those who are dependent on Him

Use Verbal Commands
•

It’s good to say a short prayer but power is released by command

•

Assert spiritual authority by verbal command (Luke 10:19)

•

Believe in your heart the words that you speak (Mark 11:23)

•

Command demons to go (Acts 16:18)

•

Command sickness to leave (Acts 3:6)

•

Break bondages by verbal command (Mark 11:23)

•

Speak words of life (Acts 9:40)
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Practical Guidelines for Personal Ministry
The Approach
•

It is best to pray in teams… husband and wife, 2 men, 2 women

It is not wise for a man to pray for a woman alone or a woman to pray for a man alone
•

Treat people with respect

•

What is their need? Listen carefully, but don’t allow lengthy conversation. This is not
the time for counseling ministry.

•

What is their level of pain on a scale of 1 to 10 ?

Prepare People to Receive
•

Encourage and reassure

•

Explain their part in cooperating with ministry

•

Build expectation that God will move

•

Be willing to confront root issues (unforgiveness, bitterness, sin)

•

Ask permission to lay hands on them: head/shoulders - don’t presume

Stay Sensitive to the Holy Spirit
•

Don’t depend on methods or experience… be led by the Holy Spirit

•

Listen for Holy Spirit promptings (word of knowledge, vision) and share them as He
leads

•

Avoid pushing or rocking the person as you minister

•

Speak and release the power of God

Possible Manifestations as You Minister
•

Shaking, body or hands stiffen, eyelids flutter

•

Sensation of heat

•

Tears

•

Falling

•

Demons manifest

•

Don’t focus on… or require manifestations
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Get Feedback
When possible get feedback from the person you ministered to. Ask how they feel after
prayer (or their pain level) … have them test their healing. Be willing to pray again… ask for
feedback again. It’s OK to pray several times.

Assignments:
Memorize Acts 1:8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.”
Spend time in worship and ask Jesus to baptize you in the Holy Spirit. If you have already had
this awesome experience, ask Him to fill you again… and again.
By the leading of the Holy Spirit, pray for someone… or several people this week using your
healing and/or prophetic gifts. Holy Spirt will flow through you to touch the lives of many.
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Lesson 2: The Five-Fold Ministry Gifts
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers" Ephesians 4:11.

These five ministry gifts are not about having a title, but about ministry functions. There is
nothing "elevated" about these gifts (see 1 Cor. 4:9-13). One is not better than the other… only
different. Each has a special purpose.
The Purpose… “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ” Eph. 4:12
These five leadership gifts were not only given to do the work of the ministry but to enable
God's people to do the work of the ministry.
The Time-Frame...” till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ." Eph. 4:13
The five-fold ministry did not pass away at the end of the first century, but was given until the
maturing of the Body in unity, knowledge and expression of Christ's fullness.
The Ministry of Christ
The five-fold ministry gifts are examples of how "grace has been given as Christ apportioned it"
(Ephesians 4:7). All ministry is simply the ministry of Christ expressed through the believer by
the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Christ is our Apostle (Hebrews 3:1), Prophet (Luke 24:19),
Evangelist (Matthew 9:35), Pastor (1 Peter 5:2-4) and Teacher (John 3:2). Every ministry including that of the five-fold - is an extension of the ministry of Christ Himself. The five-fold
ministry are not self-commissioned, nor are they simply leaders of a church. They are clearly
defined ministries that have an impact on the Church as a whole.
Foundations
"...God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone" Ephesians 2:19-20.
The foundation of the Church is the apostle and the prophet (note Ephesians 3:4-5). Ephesians
4:12-13 indicates that these two ministries still continue in that foundational role, so it is vital
for us to understand how each of these ministries work.
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The Apostle
An apostle is "one chosen and sent with a special commission." The 12 apostles chosen by Jesus
were witnesses of the resurrection (Acts 1:15; 4:33), but there were many other true apostles
(Acts 14:3-4; Romans 16:7; 1 Corinthians 15:5-7; Galatians 1:1,19), as well as false ones (2
Corinthians 11:13-15; Revelation 2:2).
The ministry of an apostle can include pioneering new churches (1 Corinthians 9:2; 1
Corinthians 3:6), grounding the Church in truth (Colossians 1:25), preserving unity in the Body
(1 Corinthians 3:3-5), laying foundations in the Church (1 Corinthians 3:10), setting things in
order (Titus 1:5), fostering a vision beyond the local church (2 Corinthians 8), fathering new
ministries (2 Timothy 1:6) a breakthrough-type ministry of miracles (2 Corinthians 12:12) and
powerful prayer (Acts 6:4).
The Prophet
The ministry of the prophet involves being "moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21) in
prophetic utterance, which can be:
•
•
•

Predictive (Acts 21:10-11; 11:27-28)
Directive (Acts 13:1-3)
Corrective (Acts 15:22-23,27,32)

•
•
•
•

Prophecies should be time-tested (Acts 11:28).
The words of a prophet are judged by church leadership (1 Cor.14:29).
Any prophecy should be confirmed independently (2 Corinthians 13:1).
Any prophecy should line up with Scripture, "the sure word of prophecy" (2 Peter 1:1921).

The prophet operates best in teamwork with the apostle (i.e. Paul and Silas). A prophet is not
just someone with a prophetic anointing, but a recognized ministry to the Body at large. In this
hour the true prophet is calling the Church to repentance and exposing heresies. They are not
afraid to boldly speak the truth.
Note there are levels of prophecy: the word of prophecy - limited to "strengthening,
encouraging and comfort" (1 Corinthians 14:3,31) and the ministry of the prophet (1
Corinthians 12:28-29). All believers are encouraged to move in words of prophecy, but only a
prophet should exercise the authority of predictive, directive and corrective prophecy, and
even then only within clear protective guidelines.
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The Evangelist
Evangelists extend the frontiers of God's Kingdom (see the ministry of Philip in Acts 6:3-7; 8:540; 21:8).
They preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in the power of the Spirit in their own region... or around
the world as the Spirit leads.
The Pastor
The Greek word for pastor poimen means "one to tends sheep or cares for flocks" (read 1 Peter
5:1-4; John 21:15-17). But this word is used only in Ephesians 4:11. Elsewhere in the New
Testament, other words are used: "shepherd," "elder" and "overseer". This is significant…a
comparison of these ministries should be made.
The word "elder" - presbuteros - refers to any leadership ministry. An elder may be one of the
five or an "overseer" - episkopos - over a local church. But whether a person is a pastor (one of
the five-fold ministry) or an overseeing elder (in charge of a local body), both are called to be
shepherds. Following the example of the Chief Shepherd (John 10:1-16), a shepherd's ministry
is to feed (verse 9); protect (verse 12), guide (verses 3-4) and love (verse 15) the sheep.
The Teacher
A teacher is not just someone who teaches, but is a 5 fold minister who brings instruction to the
Body at large (note the "watering" ministry of Apollos in Acts 18:24-28; 1 Corinthians 3:2-10).
Only when the ministries of Ephesians 4:11 begin functioning as God intended - both as
individual ministries and as apostolic teams - will the purpose of their joint ministry be fulfilled.
By Paul Bunty and David Collins
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It is not God’s intention for pastors to attempt to equip and build up the body alone. There are
no scriptures that even suggest that one senior shepherd has been given everything necessary
to perfect a particular congregation.
Fivefold ministers are meant to cooperate in their special giftings and abilities, and together
govern, guide, gather, ground and guard God’s people.

God’s Hand of Ministry
“Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God… “ (1 Pet. 5:6)
When Christ ascended, He took His whole ministry mantle, divided it, and gave it in five parts to
men and women. All five are needed to perfect, mature and equip the saints “till we all come to
the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure
of… the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). The function of these gifts, also sometimes called
equipping or ascension gifts, and how they fit together can better be understood through the
analogy of how a physical hand functions.
The Apostle: The Thumb
The thumb is not in opposition to or over the fingers, but it is designed to complete the full
function and power of the hand. Apostles function in administration and together with
prophets lay the foundation with proper doctrinal and spiritual structure (Eph. 2:20). Apostles
move primarily in the gifts of healing, faith, working of miracles, word of wisdom, discerning of
spirits, and prophecy. Their authority may be regional or national.
In a modern church setting, they would oversee the development and sending of apostolic
teams for miracle ministries, as well as activating, imparting and demonstrating the apostolic
anointing to other bodies of believers. They would participate in going to other regions and
nations to establish new churches and help local pastors restore order and unity in existing
congregations.
The Prophet: The Forefinger
The forefinger is often called the pointer finger—the prophet functions in revelation and points
the way for believers. The office of the prophet is different than the gift of prophecy—it carries
a governmental authority and role with higher responsibility. The gift of prophecy is for
edification, exhortation and comfort, whereas the prophet flows in areas of guidance,
instruction, rebuke, repentance, judgment and revelation—whatever Christ chooses to speak
for the purification and perfection of His Church.
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Prophets are also given the special ability to recognize God’s gifts and callings on individuals
and can activate people into their ministries. Not everyone who prophesies is a prophet (just as
not everyone who moves in miracles is an apostle).
In a church today, prophets would oversee the development of qualified prophetic teams to be
able to give accurate and timely personal prophetic words, and form prophetic presbyteries—
groups of ministers and elders who come together for the purpose of ministering prophetically
to individuals or a church body.
The Evangelist: The Middle Finger
The middle finger extends the furthest on the hand—it represents the outreach ministry
extended to evangelize the world.
An evangelist in today’s church would oversee evangelism teams and outreach, and maintain
passion and vision for winning souls to Jesus, in addition to training other evangelists.
The Pastor: The Ring Finger
The ring finger is the wedding ring finger, symbolizing the pastor’s commitment to his flock.
Prophets and evangelists might come and go, but the pastor is bound to the local saints in a
shepherding relationship.
Those in the pastoral department of a local church would oversee home group leaders and
assist the senior pastor in duties such as weddings, funerals, visitations, prayer, counseling, and
other ministerial capacities.
The Teacher: The Little Finger
Although it’s the smallest finger, the little finger is essential and provides balance. The teacher
grounds the church in truth through instruction in the principles of the Word of God.
The teaching department in a modern-day church would oversee the educational and training
ministries, including writing and developing curriculum and performing teaching duties.
In Conclusion…
- A person does not call or appoint himself to any of the fivefold ministries. It is a gift or call of
Christ Himself and, in time, is confirmed by other believers.
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- Generally, a fivefold minister has one initial primary calling and divine enablement to fully
manifest one equipping gift. They may also have a secondary gifting in another fivefold area,
and additionally, be called to manifest other five-fold gifts at various times.
- Finally, a pastor may conform his or her congregation to his/her doctrines, beliefs and
methods of ministry—but not into Christ’s fullness. It takes all five ascension gifts working
together to accomplish this.
May we—as a church—humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God and recognize those
He has empowered to represent His heart.
By Generals International… Diane Lake

Women in Ministry
“Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to
be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own
husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.” 1Cor 14:34-35 “Let a
woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have
authority over a man, but to be in silence. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was
not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. Nevertheless, she will be
saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.” 1Tim 2:11-15
It would seem that this topic should have been played out by now, but there may still be a need
to discuss it. I hope you are willing to learn something. After all, some have drawn a line in the
sand and refuse to go there. We must hold our peripheral doctrines loosely so we can continue
to grow:
Women in Ministry: We have seen them, admired their gifts and have been blessed by their
ministry, but what about the prohibition passages found in 1Corintians 14: 34-35 and 1 Timothy
2: 11-15? I had been stumbling over these for years. I asked the Lord, read various authors, and
still there was a lingering doubt. I did make progress though, mostly because my spirit was
resonating with God’s Spirit and He was teaching me.
Many anointed male leaders had already heard from the Lord in this matter, but I wanted to
hear too. Thank God, someone offered me an article written by Dr. Gary Greig, "Biblical
Foundations for Women Alongside Men in Ministry." Apart from the fact that his presentation
was intelligent, logical and believable, it was also Spirit-life giving. In addition, and perhaps
most convincing, Gary is an expert in Bible languages. This makes his interpretation of the
aforementioned “prohibition” passages most palatable. Please hear what he says:
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“1Cor 14:33-35 appears to forbid women from speaking in public worship. But a close reading
of the Greek text shows that this passage forbids wives, not women in general, from speaking
out disruptively in the context of their husbands judging prophecy. Greek gune can be
translated “woman” or “wife.” It requires the translation “wife” in this passage because
husbands are mentioned in 14:35. The sense “wife” is the clear connotation of the Greek gune
in 14:35. So we are talking about husbands and wives in this passage and not women in general.
The picture we get in 1Cor 14:29-39 concerns judging prophecy. These wives were apparently
speaking disruptively over their husbands who were the recognized authorities to judge
prophecy. This certainly could not be referring to Philip’s daughters who were prophets in the
church of Caesaria Acts 21:9. They would be crazy if they didn’t allow them to judge prophecy
because they were prophetesses themselves. What we are talking about here are women who
were not recognized with this authority speaking disruptively. It is a matter of order, not
gender. It is a matter of respecting their husbands.”
In 1Tim 2:12 Paul says literally “I am not permitting.” Many translations translate the Greek
present active indicative verb as if it were gnomic aorist “I do not permit (ever)…” It is not. The
Greek present active indicative is a primarily progressive tense – it denotes action in progress
now…not forever and ever.
“I am not permitting a woman/wife (gune) to teach or to domineer a man/husband.” The Greek
word aner can be translated “man” or “husband.” “To have authority over” is not what the
Greek verb authentein means. If we turn to the standard NT Greek-English Lexicon of Bauer,
Ardnt, Gingrich and Danker Pg. 121 we will find good evidence for the fact that authentein
means domineer. It does not mean simply exercising authority. Paul could hardly say that
women were not permitted (to teach) or exercise authority over men if he was aware of
Priscilla with Aquilla teaching Apollos and if he was commending Phoebe as a diakonos minister
that exercised a certain amount of authority in the church of Cenchrea. What we are talking
about in 1Tim 2:12 is domination. The use of authentein refers to a domineering spirit that
these women had.
The context in this speaks of Adam and Eve, the first husband and wife. This fact should
condition our translation of Greek gune and aner to be translated “wife” and “husband” rather
than “woman” and “man” in this passage. I think the sole translation of 1Tim 2:12 required by
the context is “I am not permitting a wife to teach or to domineer a husband. She must be
silent.” Paul could not have meant all women in Ephesus since Priscilla had been his co-worker
along with Aquilla, and Paul certainly knew Priscilla and Aquilla had taught Apollos. Also, Paul
cannot be referring to all women in Ephesus or in the church in general because he is no longer
speaking of women in the plural as he was earlier in the chapter in verses 9 and 10.”
(Mentioning Priscilla before Aquilla probably meant that she was the primary teacher.
Remember in that day it was not “ladies before gentleman.”)
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“The language of the prohibition then reflects the original problem. A woman or a restricted
number of women in the church of Ephesus were being contentious and argumentative. The
woman/women were also domineering her/their husband(s). This scenario and Paul’s
correction of it is a far cry from the idea that Paul was issuing a blanket prohibition against all
women everywhere teaching or exercising godly authority to which God is calling them to in the
Body of Christ.”
Just one more point for you to consider: “Paul mentions Junia and Andronicus in Romans 16:7.
He says they are prominent among the apostles. “Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who
have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles and they were in Christ
before I was.” Junia was a common Latin female name in the Roman Empire! That Junia as a
woman was recognized among the apostles is understandable. They had Deborah as a prophet,
senior judge and a mother of Israel and Miriam as a prophetic leader under Moses and
alongside Aaron. Huldah was a prophetic leader and advisor under King Josiah and Esther, a
leader in the late period. This wouldn’t have been a problem in the New Testament Church with
this history of women in leadership in the Old Testament.”
Dear Church, it is time to accept the obvious - the evidence is quite clear. God has called
women to serve alongside men in every aspect of the fivefold ministry… Peter Whitehouse

Assignment:
Memorize Ephesians 4:11-13 “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ”
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Lesson 3: Kingdom Authority
Your Father wants you to know who you are. You are a son or daughter of the Most High God!
He has been preparing you to carry His glory, to be His representative to this generation. He
wants to give you this responsibility. Will you accept it?
Through Jesus, the sinless Son of God, the authority or reign which was lost through our sin has
been re-established for all who submit to God's grace and reign through faith in Jesus. These
points outline the significance of Kingdom authority restored through Jesus.
1. Authority and power are often confused.
(a) Power (dunamis) is might or ability, both inherent and spontaneous. It is often used
for the word miracle (i.e. a work of power - Mark 6:5).
(b) Authority (exousia) is the freedom and right to act (i.e. the right to exercise that
power). Exousia can be delegated.
2. God has absolute authority; He is almighty (Luke 12:5; 1:51-52; Romans 13:1-6).
3. Through creation, God gave mankind relationship, identity, and position with Himself.
This gave us authority (Genesis 1;26-27; CF. Psalm 8:3-4, 6-8).
4. Through deception and sin, mankind was deposed and lost authority, and Satan became
the prince, ruler and god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4; John 8:34, 44; Luke 4:6).
5. Jesus was sent, as a man (the second Adam) to re-establish God's authority over the
Earth by disarming all powers and saving mankind out from under their authority (Luke
4:14-18; John 17:2; cf. 3:35; Matt 7:29; 8:9; 9:6,8; 28:18; Phil 2:6-11; Mark 1:22, 27;
Having deposed Satan, Jesus reinstated those who He has brought into relationship with God
through faith in Him, and thereby gives us authority:
▪

to proclaim the good news of Salvation!

▪

to baptize and teach

▪

to cast out demons

▪

to heal the sick

▪

to speak in new tongues

▪

to raise the dead

▪

to disciple the nations

▪

to represent Jesus to the world

(Matthew 10:8; 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-21; John 20:21; also 1 John 3:1; cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21;
Ephesians 2:4-6; Luke 10:19; Acts 1:8).
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Assignment:
Earnestly ask God to reveal to you who you are in Jesus Christ.
Memorize Galatians 3:26-27 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
Luke 9:1-2 “Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority
over all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal
the sick.”
Romans 8:19 “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the
sons of God.”

94

Lesson 4: Power Evangelism
If you narrowly escaped driving into the river because the bridge collapsed, of course, you
would praise God. But would you then simply turn around and go home? Wouldn’t you try to
block the road or wave and shout to prevent others from going over the edge? What if you
were walking at night and noticed a house on fire; would you just walk by? Or would you start
banging on the doors and yelling to wake the family who lived there? There are so many who
are headed for destruction… backsliders and the unsaved. Their house is on fire and they are
unaware. Will you warn them or just walk by? There are serious consequences for sin… and hell
is very real!
Evangelism is the proclamation of salvation in Jesus Christ. Simply put: Jesus suffered and died
on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. By believing in Him we have forgiveness of our sins,
a restored relationship with the Father and the free gift of eternal life in heaven.
Everyone is not called to be an evangelist, preaching crusades and approaching people on the
street. But everyone is called to be light and salt in this world… according to their gifts and
calling. Every Christian should, in some way, be intentionally drawing people closer to the Lord.
There are so many ways to do this… and many types of ministry.
The Process of Evangelism
Consider Mark 4:26-28 “And He said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on
the ground, and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he
himself does not know how. For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head,
after that the full grain in the head. But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the
sickle, because the harvest has come."
•

Seed sowing

•

Watering

•

Growth (timing, preparation, readiness)

•

Harvest

You may be sowing a seed or watering one that has already been sown. Sometimes an
individual may need several gospel encounters before they are ready to receive Christ. That’s
OK! Pressuring someone to say the sinner’s prayer does not save them. They must believe first.
If you understand this process you will not become discouraged when someone does not
respond to your gospel invitation…or become proud when they do. If you get the privilege to
harvest a soul, know that many others went before you praying, sowing seeds and watering
them before you came to reap the harvest. However, the operation of the gifts of the Spirit can
dramatically stir faith, accelerate the process and bring a genuine salvation.
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Do's and Don’ts of Personal Evangelism:
There are some basic mistakes we sometimes make in communication which turn people off to
the gospel. The best way to reinforce good conversational skills in witnessing is to study the
approach and methods Jesus used.
Do These Things
o Quietly pray for wisdom and anointing as you begin witnessing (John 16:7-13).
o If it is appropriate, try to put the person at ease by first engaging in a brief time
of informal conversation.
o Be a good listener. This is essential to be an effective witness. Establish a twoway conversation.
o Ask if you can pray for them. Allow the Holy Spirit to demonstrate the reality of
God and confirm the Gospel.
o Share your personal experience. Your testimony of what Jesus has done in your
life can help to arouse interest.
o Season your presentation with a few scriptures.
o Keep it as simple as you can. When presented clearly and concisely, it can be
grasped by even a young child while at the same time profoundly impacting the
a highly educated adult (1 Corinthians 2:1-5).
o Do everything possible to convey genuine love and concern by your words and
expressions (John 13:34,35).
o Clearly explain the benefits of accepting and the consequences of rejecting
God's offer of salvation (Romans 6:23).
o Give those who are ready an opportunity to receive Jesus. After making your
presentation, ask for a response. “Would you like to receive Jesus as your Lord
and Savior?”
o We are to help make disciples not just converts! When you minister on the
street, in a store or restaurant and someone accepts Christ as Lord and Savior be
sure to leave them with a gospel tract, New Testament or hand-written note
with the name, address and phone number of a good local church where they
can receive follow up ministry and good biblical teaching.
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Don't Do These Things
o Don't be rude. You realize the urgency of the situation and you want to express
your concern over the condition a lost person is in, but don't be too forceful.
That approach turns most people away. You must be polite and considerate to
be an effective witness. Don't be pushy.
o Don't be too talkative. No one likes a one-sided conversation. Giving too much
information can be confusing. Talking for too long without pausing for a
response can be very frustrating for your listener (James 1:19; Proverbs 10:19).
o Don't assume a person is closed to the Gospel because of outward attitudes or
expressions. If a person is living under oppression, it is sometimes reflected in
his eyes, facial expressions or attitudes. On the surface it appears he is not
interested but he may be crying out from his heart
o Don't get off track. Rely on the anointing of the Holy Spirit to help you guide the
conversation. The powers of darkness will do everything possible to distract you.
o Don't be discouraged by people who are not open. Rejection is hard to take. It
hurts when someone turns away and tells you they are not interested. But don't
be discouraged if you encounter several people who are not open before finding
someone who is.
o Don't argue. Don't get into complicated debates or try to answer unanswerable
questions with someone who only wants to argue. It is good to have an intense
discussion with someone who is interested.
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Power Evangelism
Jesus demonstrated the reality of God’s kingdom with power… public evidence that the
Kingdom he was talking about had come. Signs should validate our evangelism too.
The Son of God came to destroy the devil’s work (1 John 3:8) and His miracles were evidence
that the devil was retreating. As Jesus put it, once the strong man has been overpowered his
possessions can be taken from him (Matt 12:29; Luke 11:22).
Apostle Paul sums it up so well: “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency
of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know
anything among you, except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness,
and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not with enticing
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (1Cor.2:1-5).
Demonstration of Spirit and of Power
▪

Casting out demons… Demonic oppression and influence, is a real and terrible
condition. Deliverance is possible only in a power encounter in which the name of Jesus
is invoked and prevails.

▪

Healing the sick… making the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the sick whole,
raising the dead (Luke 7:22)

▪

Signs and Wonders… Jesus stilled the storm, walked on water and multiplied the loaves
and fishes. He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven

The Church should announce and demonstrate the Kingdom of God. This involves a
presentation of the good news of God's reign accompanied with the manifest presence of God.
Power evangelism is spontaneous and is directed by the Holy Spirit.
The most common form of evangelism is through personal relationship in which the gospel is
shared with relatives, friends, co-workers and neighbors. But whether through personal
relationship or divine appointment on the street, bus or plane… answered prayer, especially
when healing the sick, has led many to faith in Christ.
Words of Knowledge and Prophecy are also powerful tools. The unsaved stand amazed at these
supernatural encounters and must truly consider the reality of God.
Always look for an opportunity to pray for someone. Lay hands on them and see what God will
do. So many times I have seen people begin to cry or feel peace or warmth when I begin to pray
for them.
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Power evangelism is that gospel presentation which is both rational and transcends the
rational; it comes with the demonstration of the power of God, with signs and wonders and
introduces the reality of God.
Prophetic Evangelism
Holy Spirit and His gifts are given for us to be His witnesses (Acts 1:8). Prophecy is useful for
edifying believers but also to show the power of God to unbelievers (1Cor. 14:24-25). Paul says
that prophecy is a sign to unbelievers as evidence that God is real.
Jesus did prophetic evangelism with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4). He told her
things about her life that He could only know supernaturally. As a result of this word of
knowledge she opened her heart to Him and led her whole village to believe in Jesus.
There is really no formula for prophetic evangelism… It really must be learned through trial and
error. It is usually uncomfortable to approach someone you don’t know… but if you want to be
used by God you must be willing to take a risk.

Methods…. How to share Jesus in stores and on the street using your spiritual gifts.
1.

Pray… I’m available Lord.

2.

When the Lord quickens, act quickly so you don’t talk myself out of it.

3.

You may be prompted by the Spirit to approach certain people... they just seem to stand
out. I really can't explain how, but it's usually not by their physical appearance.

4.

It is important for you to know that most of us are uncomfortable doing this,
nevertheless, I decided a long time ago that I’m willing to be uncomfortable for Jesus.

5.

Approach with loving gentleness and say “Hi, I was just walking by and I had a feeling
that I needed to talk with you. My name is ___ and I’m with (your church).

6.

Is there anything that I can pray for you?” (About 5 out of 10 are willing to receive
prayer.)

7.

As you begin to pray, the Lord may show you something about the person or He may
give you a word for them.

8.

Speak what the Lord has shown you without being dogmatic or demonstrative.
Something like this: “I’m not sure but I just had a thought that you recently lost your job,
etc. Is that correct?”

9.

Watch and Listen to the person’s response. Sometimes they will cry.
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10.

If the word is accurate tell them: I had no way of knowing this but God did… and He
wanted to show you that He is real and that He loves you very much. If it’s not correct
say: “I’m not sure why I thought that but I can tell you for sure that God loves you and
He wants you to come close to Him. Do you need prayer for anything?”

11.

Words of Knowledge are often used in conjunction with healing.

12.

When healing is needed: Listen for the Spirit’s leading.

13.

Command a healing or cast out a demon if necessary.

14.

If demons: bind and cast out with authority in Jesus’ name

15.

If unforgiveness: teach and lead them in forgiving those who hurt them

16.

Be sure to decree healing: “Be healed in the name of Jesus!”

17.

Ask how they feel and their pain level… 1 (least) to 10 (most) before and after you pray.
Then check healing by having them do or move something they couldn’t do before.

18.

If possible, share the Gospel: “God loves you and He sent His son Jesus to pay the
penalty for your sins. If you will believe in Him and turn away from your sins… all of your
sins will be forgiven and you will receive the gift of eternal life. Will you receive Jesus
into your life now as your Lord and Savior? I can help you pray if you are willing.”

19.

If they don’t want prayer be sure to tell them Jesus loves them and wants them close to
Him. You may also warn them of the serious consequences of hell.

20.

Be alert, the Lord will lead you to backslidden Christians. Tell them how much God loves
them and that He sent you to invite them to come home. You may also need to warn
them of the serious consequences if they refuse.

21.

Go as far as I can without being pushy.

22.

When someone accepts Christ as Lord and Savior for the first time or returns to Him, be
sure to leave them with a gospel tract, New Testament or hand-written note with the
name, address and phone number of a local church where they can receive follow up
ministry and good biblical teaching. We are to help make disciples not just converts!

Another thing to consider: If you are with a Christian friend in public (standing in line, sitting in
the mall, waiting for a movie to start) purposely talk about what Jesus has done for you… share
your testimony with each other… just loud enough for those around you to hear. I call this
“third party” witnessing. Some people will block you out when you tell them about Jesus but if
they are listening to others talk, they will receive every word. Are you ashamed to talk about
Jesus in public? Ask the Lord to give you the grace and the courage.
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Also, develop conversational relationships with some of the employees in the stores where you
usually shop. This can open doors for healing prayer, spiritual guidance and repentance.
The Holy Spirit is very creative. Therefore, we should not try to reduce our ministry to a group
of simplistic techniques or formulas.

Different Ways to Present the Gospel
o Works of Mercy… feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the widow and orphan
o Street Preaching / Ministry
o Door to Door
o Handing out Tracts or NT … or Leaving Them Somewhere (a store shelf, in a restroom)
o Start a Bible Study in the Local Pub
o Home group… Invite Neighbors and Coworkers
o Public Worship Services… Park or Beach
o Take a team into a mall or park, sit on a bench and wait for God to bring someone to
you.
o When you are waiting in the checkout line… pray, look and listen.
o Evangelistic tent meetings… preaching the gospel with signs and wonders following. The
prophetic can flow freely when preaching… accurate words of knowledge about healing
or anything else build faith and enhance the response.
In every instance… look for an opportunity to demonstrate God’s power… Pray for healing, a
word of knowledge or prophecy.
I believe the time is soon coming when evangelistic/healing/prophetic teams will travel to cities
and villages … preaching repentance, salvation and ministering in the power of the Spirit.
Would you like to be one of these? Start practicing!
Assignments:
Memorize 1Corinthians 2:4-5 “My message and my preaching were not with wise and
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not
rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.”
By the leading of the Spirit approach someone you don’t know, witness to them about Jesus
and pray for them. Ask if they have pain or sickness, emotional or physical. Pray for them!
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Lesson 5: Preaching the Gospel
By God’s grace I spent years preaching the gospel in the streets in America. I’ve also preached
on the streets of Jerusalem, London and Kenya. I have also preached evangelistic crusades in
several countries… not huge meetings like Bonnke but powerful meetings nonetheless. The
Lord has taught me things that I want to share with you.
I started by sharing my testimony at Christian meetings and then learned to preach in my
bedroom and in the forest. I would preach my heart out with tears streaming down my cheeks.
The Holy Spirit was my teacher. Some of you may already be preaching. Some of you may be
aspiring preachers. Either way, I hope this is helpful.
The True Message
Over the years many people have believed “if Johnny is a good boy he goes to heaven. If he is a
bad boy he goes to hell.” Nevertheless, this whole premise is so wrong. Some weigh their good
deeds against the bad they do… or think, “I’m a nice person; I will go to heaven.” Wrong again.
There will be many “nice” people in hell. Here is the truth of the gospel: Almighty God made a
way for us to come to heaven. He sent His only son, Jesus Christ, to suffer and die to pay the
penalty for our sins.
By believing in Jesus our sins are completely forgiven and we receive the free gift of eternity in
heaven. Everyone who refuses to receive this pardon will spend eternity in hell. It’s really not
about being good enough to get into heaven. It’s all about agreeing with God that we have
disobeyed Him, asking for His forgiveness AND turning away from our sins. We must accept
Jesus as your Savior, make Him our Lord and cover ourselves in His righteousness. This is the
ONLY way to be acceptable to our loving God who is also holy and just. To be perfectly clear,
Jesus is the ONLY way to heaven.
During the 1st century, when someone became a Christian, they were making a serious
commitment. They would be rejected by family and friends and possibly imprisoned or killed.
They understood the cost and embraced their cross. This is still true today in Muslim and Hindu
countries. Christians living there really know what commitment means.
Sadly, in the West, many evangelists tell the people what Jesus will do for them instead of
telling them to count the cost. They invite the people to ask Jesus into their heart without
repentance and without embarrassment (just raise your hand while everyone closes their eyes).
And then we wonder why we have such a lukewarm, compromised Church. This has to change.
The gospel message is about Jesus shedding His blood to save us from our sins - saving us from
hell. It's not about how much He wants to bless you and make you happy. Becoming a Christian
should be a life changing commitment, surrendering your life completely to a loving Lord who
purchased you with His blood.
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Dear evangelist, please consider your methods. Many who answer your altar calls may not be
truly saved because you really haven't preached the gospel. And remember this: Salvation isn't
only about getting someone to say the salvation prayer. Christianity is all about following Christ.
Altar calls are great, but they’re only the doorway. We must make disciples, not just converts.
The Narrow Way
You have a choice. Will you love money and materials or will you follow Jesus? Will you love
yourself and your life or will you follow Jesus? Will you love porn and illicit sex or will you follow
Jesus? There is a way that leads to heaven and one that leads to hell. Will you choose Jesus and
obey His word or will you choose the cheap thrills of this life and spend eternity in hell.
I preach the narrow way because Jesus did (Matt.7:13-14). I warn about hell and the fear of
God (Matt.10:28) and preach repentance (Matt.4:17) because Jesus did. We must proclaim the
full truth of God’s word in this hour. If not, we will be held accountable.
Presenting Your Message
Dear preachers… Some of you are well experienced and others not so much. Here are a few tips
that may be helpful. Of course, this is just a guide. Feel free to preach and minister as you are
led by the Holy Spirit. Be blessed with faith and hopeful expectation. God is going to use you
mightily!
•

Use a scripture to begin

•

Magnify our awesome God … Tell of His goodness and love

•

Speak about Jesus… who He is and what He did for us

•

Share about what Jesus did for you… some of your testimony

•

Our sin brought His death…but He rose from the dead

•

God is loving, but He is also holy and just.

•

Warn them! “The wages of sin is death…” There is a hell

•

We need a Savior

•

There is no guarantee of tomorrow

•

There are so many filled with fear, anxiety and depression…worries and burdens. Come
to Jesus! He will deliver you.

•

There are many trapped in sin… lust, sex, anger. Come to Jesus! He will forgive you and
set you free!

•

Be sure to mention backsliders
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The Altar Call
Invite the people to turn away from sin and accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior… something
like this:
“Will you receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior? God loves you so much that He gave His only
son, Jesus, to shed His blood for you. No matter what you have done, if you are willing to turn
away from your sins now, He will forgive you. He is merciful and kind, but there is eternal
punishment for those who refuse to receive Jesus’ sacrifice. Surrender your life to Him now.”
▪
▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

You can have them raise their hand first, but be sure to invite them to come forward.
While they are coming be sure to invite backsliders to come also: “There are those here
who used to walk with the Lord…but something happened, etc. God loves you so much.
No matter how far away you are He wants you to come home. It’s time to get right with
God.” Urge them to come forward.
After the first-time salvations and the backsliders come forward thank God and ask, “Is
there anyone else? God is calling you. Don’t miss this opportunity, etc.” Don’t be afraid
to ask if there are others at least 3 times. There are always some who hang back.
Tell them we are going to pray… and they are to repeat after you. Explain to them what
they are about to repeat: They are asking God to forgive their sins and inviting Christ
into their lives. They are completely surrendering their life to Him. (This is OK for first
timers and backsliders.)
Then pray in short phrases so they can repeat: “Heavenly Father, forgive me for all my
sins. I believe that Your son, Jesus, suffered and died on the cross for my sins and rose
from the dead. I receive Him now into my life as my Lord and Savior. I surrender my life
to You. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit and help me live my life for you.”
Now call those forward who need healing. You may receive words of knowledge on the
platform. Speak them out … Or the Lord may lead you to call out demons. Eventually
you will get off of the platform and begin to lay hands on the people.

Be sure that church members are available to get the names and addresses of those who come
forward. Invite them to your church and/or make a home visit. Remember, the altar call is only
the doorway to the kingdom. You have been called to make disciples, not converts.
This is important: Be alert! While you are preaching God may give you a word of knowledge
about a healing. Just speak it out: “There is someone here who has (pain in their right arm).
God is healing you now.” Sometimes He will heal several! Praise His wonderful name!
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Here are some good points taught by an experienced preacher. But above all else… when
preparing and delivering the word of God you must be led by the Holy Spirit. Spend time with
God and preach with confidence the things He wants you to say.
Preaching Tips… Aaron Brown
•

Preaching for years on only God's love and grace eventually leads to idleness and apathy
among the congregation; whereas always preaching on hell, fire, and brimstone
eventually leads to excessive tormenting guilt. But a careful balance between the two is
where the power is found. Some are saved by love, and others are saved by fear
(Jude1:23).

•

It is better to be a little controversial, than when all men speak well of you. "Woe unto
you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets."
- Luke 6:26

•

Preach far more frequently on subjects that are found throughout the whole Bible, and
less on subjects that are supported by only few scriptures.

•

Avoid preaching on something that you do not personally do. This is the difference
between life and death in preaching. If you woke up one morning, opened your bible,
and found that it says you ought to always rejoice in the Lord -- you can't go and preach
on the joy of the Lord just because you read about it in your Bible! You have to be doing
it, before you preach it. You must have the personal experience of having done what
you are telling others to do, and only then do you have that personal conviction that you
are saying is the truth, because you've both seen it, and heard it from scripture. Riley
Brown once said concerning Kathryn Kuhlman, the famous healing evangelist: "She
didn't always spit or scream or make a big commotion when she preached -- but man,
she was intense! Like she super-believed it."

•

By doing what you preach, you won't need notes. It will flow out of your heart like a
river. You'll be preaching it like a prophet, with 100 words per breath, until you are
winded. You'll speak with passion, with conviction, with anointing, and with strong
assurance, shouting at the top of your lungs, with your fists punching the air and your
face turning red, without having to stop to think, or stopping to read your notes,
because it's in you -- it's something you've been doing! If you see a preacher stop
abruptly after every 3 words to think, you know he probably is not personally doing any
of it.
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•

Make sure what your preaching either identifies something that people should do, or
something that they shouldn't do; but avoid preaching on intellectual facts or historical
knowledge that nobody can put into personal practice. If your preaching does not help
people to walk in godliness, nor does it get anyone saved, nor does it build faith for
healings and miracles, nor does it stir people up for revival: What exactly are you
accomplishing?

•

If the subject you are preaching on is found throughout the whole Bible, odds are they
already know that they ought to do it, but maybe they don't. So sometimes you may be
doing nothing more than encouraging and inspiring them to do what they already know
to do. Don't feel pressured to always preach something they don't know, when they
aren't doing what they do know!

•

Make sure that nothing you say is too complicated. Don't try to preach sermons, in an
attempt to impress the congregation with your profound understanding of deep things.
There is a fine line between profoundness and just being vague. Einstein once said, "If a
man can't explain it in simple terms, it's because he does not understand it himself."

•

Make sure you preach in a very clear, concise, and simple way, so that even a child could
understand you.

•

Don't change the subject very often. Make sure every paragraph of your speech is not a
complete change of subject. People hate to listen to 10 mini-sermons, especially if each
sermon has a different subject, and even worse if you change from one subject to the
next without giving a warning. Try not to have more than two, possibly three changes of
subjects in your entire sermon.

•

Have plenty of pauses, especially when you've said something that requires thought, or
anytime you say something important, or just before you change the subject. Don't be
afraid that those pauses are going to make you drag! A good pause at the right time is a
way to say "that was important", or "I'm finished with that part of my sermon."

•

First tell them what you are going to say, and why you are going to say it, then say it,
and then tell them what you said.
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Assignments:
One: P-R-O-J-E-C-T your voice and get rid of inhibitions. Stand before the class and shout your
favorite scripture! Let’s preach it under the anointing! Home work: memorize John 3:16-17 and
John 14:6
Two: Go with the Flow! 3 minutes of preaching using memorized Scriptures…including changing
topics. Home work: memorize Ephesians 2:8-9 and Romans 6:23
Three: Exegesis…Using the scripture while preaching, take a passage and explain it line by line
while preaching. Home work: preach at home (to others or to your chickens) memorize Romans
10:9-10
Four: Content… Present a 5 minute evangelistic message to the class incorporating memorized
scripture, including a reminder of hell. Give an invitation to receive Christ! Home work: Go into
all the world and preach the Gospel!
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Lesson 6: Healing the Sick
Man was created to be both a spiritual and physical being… to access the natural and the
supernatural. In the beginning he communed with God in the garden, but relinquished this
glory and digressed to a carnal existence. Because of Jesus’ shed blood man’s spirit was
regenerated and is again ready to commune with God's Spirit. Jesus preached about God’s
supernatural Kingdom… a message that taught miracles were possible if we would only believe.
Dear believer, understand who you are and allow your spirit to take the lead - not your flesh
and emotions. Be filled with the Holy Spirit and follow His leading… become naturally
supernatural.
How do you get to that place? You completely surrender your life to the Lord and allow Him to
live His life through you. You die to yourself – deny yourself. Do you understand? Self always
gets in the way of the Holy Spirit. Concern for what others think of us, doubt, fear, selfishness
hinders the work of God. You must surrender your life, beloved, if you want to be consistently
used by God.
Over the years, I have seen God heal many people, young and old… on the street, in churches
or during conferences and crusades. God loves to heal. In the Philippines, I saw a 5-year-old boy
who had never walked, leap and jump after laying hands on him and simply saying, “Be healed
in the name of Jesus.” Another boy, about 11, whose arm was paralyzed, was instantly healed
in the same way. I have also seen the Lord heal the blind and the deaf… in the name of Jesus! In
Bolivia, a teacher in a Christian school with a very large swollen foot and wearing a much larger
shoe was instantly healed in the name of Jesus, her foot shrunk and the shoe fell off!
In Kenya, Lori was invited into the home of a woman who was dying. She had not been out of
bed for 2 years. Lori spoke the word of the Lord and told her to get out of bed. She did! We saw
her 7 years later at a conference where she testified how she was healed. She is now a pastor!
I have never raised the dead, but others have. Nevertheless, I have seen 3 people who were in a
coma, expected to die, wake up after receiving prayer in the name of Jesus! Several of these
healings came after the Lord gave me a word of knowledge. You can do this too, beloved. Have
you asked God to use you in this way?
You may have tried to pray for someone and nothing seemed to happen. Don’t give up! It will
take persistence and practice. Someone once said, “If you pray for 10 people and only 1 gets
healed, pray for 100 so 10 will get healed.” Keep praying and let your faith grow. Keep
practicing and learn new methods. The percentage will increase. Believe me, I have prayed for
plenty of people and saw no apparent results. But I wholeheartedly believe that God answers
our prayers and began the healing process because we asked Him to.
It is also important to know that some healing occurs instantaneously. We call this a miracle!
But sometimes the illness requires more prayer. (Jesus prayed for a blind man twice.) Don’t be
afraid to pray more than once. There is also a method I call “soaking prayer.” John G Lake used
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this in his Healing Rooms. A small group of people would pray and lay hands on someone
continually for several hours (even a few days) while the sick or dying person laid in bed. They
would continue until the person was completely healed. There are volumes of documented
healings of terminally ill patients using this method. Keep praying, believer. God hears and will
answer.
John 4:12: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do
also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. “
Matt 10:7-8: “And as you go, preach, saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons: freely you have received, freely give.”

Facts About Healing
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

God Desires to Heal (Psalm 103:2-3, Malachi 4:2)
Healing is Provided in the Atonement (Isaiah 53:4-5, 1Peter 2:24)
Christians have authority to heal the sick (Mark 16:17-18)
Healing can come instantaneously … this is a miracle
Healing can come gradually… requiring more prayer
Healing can come by praying and asking God to heal… in Jesus name
Healing can also be commanded or declared in Jesus name. (Acts 3:6-7) “Then Peter
said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” And he took him by the right hand and lifted him
up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.”
Peter prayed and then commanded healing: (Acts 9:40) “But Peter put them all out, and
knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.”
Faith is required… either the one who ministers must have faith (Matt. 21:21-22)
“Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what
was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast
into the sea,’ it will be done. And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will
receive.” (Luke 17:6) “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”
Or the one receiving ministry must have faith (Matt.9:22) “Be of good cheer, daughter;
your faith has made you well.”
Please do not tell a hurting, sick person they weren’t healed because they don’t have
enough faith. This only adds an additional burden upon their shoulders.
Many infirmities are caused by demons (Mark 9:25) “He rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no
more!”
Those who minister healing should definitely learn to cast out demons
Physical illness can also be caused by unresolved emotional trauma
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There are hindrances that must be resolved … like unforgiveness in situations where
some are not healed
16. Sometimes we don’t know why healing does not occur. Nevertheless, God is good and
His word is true.
15.

Roots… Kevin Riordan
Success in physical healing ministry, so many times, is dependent on our willingness to ask
questions prior to praying. Many times before physical healing manifests, healing for the soul
must occur.
Important questions to ask to determine root:
1. What specifically is wrong with you?
2. What other body parts are affected by this?
3. Does or did anyone else in your family have this?
4. Have you been abused?
5. Did you experience any trauma around the time you began experiencing symptoms such as
an accident, divorce, spousal infidelity a death in the family, etc.
I have found in praying for thousands of people that most sickness has some sort of trauma as a
root. It is astounding how trauma begins to manifest itself 20-30 years later. Examples of
trauma are accidents, abuse, death, but also trauma we afflict on our own hearts through
willful sin.
Repentance, and forgiveness are two huge factors in healing trauma. This shuts the door of
demonic interference, and removes their right to operate and remain. Without a legal right to
operate, when we command them out they leave with little to no struggle.
The next step is to pray for the wound. It is a beautiful thing to watch the love of God flood
their hearts, causing healing tears to flow. Many times at this point pain levels have dropped.
Then we command complete healing and restoration to come. This process paves the way for
complete healing.
Below is a testimony of the effects of recognizing and dealing with the root of trauma:
“I met a woman today who was suffering with just about every kind of arthritis there is. She
could not use her hands. She could not move her right thumb at all. She had excruciating pain
that shot from her biceps to her hands. She had severe spinal stenosis, and arthritis in her back.
She had psoriatic and rheumatoid arthritis in her hips and knees. She could hardly bend her
knees causing her to barely be able to walk. On top of all of that she was dealing with
depression and anxiety from her sickness.
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We got on the topic of God. I shared my testimony with her. She told me she was a believer,
but due to her physical condition, has not been able to attend church. I told her that I felt that
God was going to do something amazing for her. I began to ask some questions. She told me
that she was diagnosed with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis when she was 8. I asked her if
anything traumatic happened to her around that time. She told me that a month earlier her
father died unexpectedly. She had been extremely close to him and his death was very painful.
She said that a few weeks later she began experiencing arthritic symptoms.
I lead her in a prayer to renounce the spirit of trauma that gained access when she heard her
father died. Immediately she began to feel things happening in her body. I also led her to
renounce pain, affliction, infirmity. I began to command them out. She began to feel things
leaving her body where she had pain. She said “this may sound strange but I feel so light that I
feel like I could float away.” She then started opening and closing her hands, moving the thumb
that had been dead, bending her knees, straightening and bending her back, and finally she got
up and walked unhindered! All of the pain was gone! I then commanded depression, heaviness,
anxiety and fear out of her. She pursed her lips and blew them out! I then prayed for her to
receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Pretty instantly she began praying in tongues!
Jesus came to bring release to the captives (those who have been traumatized by others), and
to open prison doors (those who have traumatized themselves). Jesus heals trauma!”
Faith and Healing Scriptures
James 5:14-15: " Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will
save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.”
Isaiah 53:5: "He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him.
And by His stripes we are healed."
Mark 11:24: "Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have
received it, and it will be yours."
Matt 9:35: "Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness."
Luke 6:19: "And the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and
healing them all."
John 4:12: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do
also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. “
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Matthew 7:7-8: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks
it will be opened.
Joshua 21:45: "Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of
Israel. All came to pass."
Psa 89:34: "My covenant I will not break, nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips."
Psa 103: 1-5: Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals
all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving
kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is
renewed like the eagle’s."
Psa 107: 19-20: "Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble and He saved them out of
their distresses. He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their
destructions."
Psa 118: 17: "I shall not die, but live and declare the works of the LORD."
Matt 8:13: "Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it
be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour."
Matt 8:16-17: "When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demonpossessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our infirmities and
bore our sicknesses.
Matt 18:19: “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they
ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven."
Mark 11:22-24: "So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. For assuredly, I say to
you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt
in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.
Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them,
and you will have them."
John 14:13-14: "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it."
John 15:7: "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it
shall be done for you."
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John 16:23-24: “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever
you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until now you have asked nothing in My name.
Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full."
Rom 4:17: "(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he
believed, even God, who quickens the dead, and calls those things which are not as though they
were.”
I John 5: 14-15: "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him."
Mark 16: 17-18: “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink
anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick and they will
recover.”
Matt 10:7-8: “And as you go, preach, saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons: freely you have received, freely give.”

Assignment:
Memorize (2) of these Faith and Healing Scriptures
Pray for 2 people for healing. Be sure to use the things you have learned in this lesson… and
expect God to do something wonderful.
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Lesson 7: Prophecy
Receiving from the Lord… and Delivering a Prophetic Word
“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. For he
who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him;
however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies speaks edification
and exhortation and comfort to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who
prophesies edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you
prophesied...” “Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak
with tongues.” 1Cor. 14:1-5, 39
What is prophecy: A word from the Lord that brings edification, exhortation and comfort... to
build up, stir up or cheer up (1Cor. 14:3)
Who may prophesy: All believers!
Who is prophecy for: the church and unbelievers (1Cor. 14:4,24)

Receiving a Word of Prophecy from the Lord
•

May come as an impression or thought

•

A few words or a phrase

•

You may see a picture or vision with interpretation

•

Prophecy is often released during corporate worship and is usually accompanied by a
sense of the presence of God ... heat, tingling, rapid heartbeat, peace, etc. At this point
some may feel a bit fearful or anxious but this is where your faith and courage come in.

Delivering a Public Prophetic Word
•

Operate according to the ministry's guidelines: Some churches want you to use a mic so
all will hear... and it can be recorded. They may also want you to check with the pastor
before delivering... or write it down.

•

Wait for the appropriate time... 1Cor. 14:2

•

Be bold and speak out with confident faith

•

Say whatever the Spirit says...it is not necessary to say “Thus saith the Lord” before
every sentence.

•

Keep speaking until the flow of the Spirit dries up
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Sometimes the prophetic word is given in tongues. The Lord will then have you or another give
the interpretation. This is not a word-for-word interpretation as you would translate Swahili to
English but it is similar to giving a prophecy as described above.
On occasion a strong presence of God will bring a spirit of prophecy. Many are filled with the
Holy Spirit and begin to prophesy, each in turn. Even those who have never done this will find it
easier to do.
Order in the Meeting
“Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. But if anything is revealed to
another who sits by, let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may
learn and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.
For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints”
(1Cor.14:29-33).
Many misinterpret Paul, saying that only 2 or 3 can prophesy. He is saying 2 or 3 prophets can
speak… but then goes on to say that all (with the gift of prophecy) can prophesy one by one. He
is not saying to quench the Spirit… just to do things in order, not having several people
prophesying at the same time, interrupting one another.

Delivering a Personal Prophetic Word
•

Whenever and wherever the Spirit directs... with humility and boldness.

•

You speak what the Lord tells you to say... always with love.

•

Remember prophecy is to edify, exhort, comfort. That is: to build up, stir up, and to
cheer up (1Cor.14:3).

•

The Lord doesn’t usually bring a corrective word, but if He should, deliver it as He
would... with love.
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Judging / Processing Prophecy
Teresa Seputis / GodSpeak International

Judging Prophetic Words
1. Be sure to check it against scripture... Scripture is the final authority and anything that
contradicts scripture must be rejected.
2. Look for the inner witness of the Holy Spirit to your spirit. Also look for a witness of His
peace with the word (Col. 3:15).
3. Pray it through. Take the word back to the Lord and discuss it with Him. Ask Him to
show you if there are any conditions He wants you to meet, any changes He wants you
to make in your life or thinking. Ask Him to show you if any parts of the word are not
from Him and to confirm the parts that are from Him.
4. Compare the word against other things God has spoken into your life through prior
prophecies, personal devotions, pastoral counsel, etc.
5. If you have any question/alarm/fear/discomfort about a particular word, run it by your
pastor or a leader from your church.
6. Do NOT act on any predictive, directive or calling/gifting definition words unless you get
confirmation from other sources. If this is a word from God, He will gladly confirm it.
7. Do not "read into" the word what you want it to say.
Processing Prophetic Words
1. If you decide it is a valid word after judging it, then print it out and review it often and
pray about it. Invite God to work in your life to bring it to pass and ask Him to show you
any conditions in it that He wants you to meet to fulfill it.
2. Ask the Lord to reveal any prerequisites that must be accomplished before the word can
be fulfilled. For instance, if the Lord gives you a word that you will be used to bring
revival to the nation of Mexico, He may require that you learn to speak Spanish first.
Sometimes the prerequisites are spelled out explicitly in the prophecy. Other times they
are not. Ask God to show you what (if anything) your part is and then ask Him to
empower you to do it.
3. Ask the Lord what His time frame is for the word. So often people have jumped the gun
and tried to fulfill a prophecy in their own strength (or by their own resources) before it
was God's timing. This often creates messes to clean up. An example of this is Sarah's
attempts to have a child through her maid. She had a true word of God (that Abraham
would have a son) but she tried to fulfill it in her own time and through her own
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resources. It is important to know (and follow) God's time table and His strategy for
fulfilling His word.
4. Once you are sure it is a word from the Lord, stand in faith for your word to be fulfilled.
This is "warring" over your word, as per 1Tim. 1:18.

Exercising the Gift of Prophecy
The exercise of any spiritual gift requires your cooperation with the Spirit. He gives the gifts as
He wills and lets you know in a variety of ways when you are to exercise them:
The prophetic gifts... He will sometimes put a few words in your mind. You speak these and
more begin to flow. You may also sense an excitement or nervousness before you are to
prophesy.
Word of knowledge... You may see a picture or receive a word/thought that suddenly jumps
into your mind.
The word of wisdom can flow in the midst of normal conversation. You find yourself speaking
God's wisdom... and both you and the hearer are surprisingly pleased.

Assignment:
•
•
•
•
•

Invite the Holy Spirit into the class with prayer and worship.
Ask Him to release the gift of prophecy.
Form small groups (3 or 4)
It is necessary for you to know that it’s ok to make a mistake. You are practicing the
use of the gift of prophecy.
Prophetic Prayer … pray for one another without asking what they need prayer for.
After everyone prays, ask if the prayers were accurate.

•

Personal Prophesy… speak a word (anything that comes to mind) to each individual
in your small group. This could be a prophecy or a word of knowledge. Ask if it was
accurate.

•

As the Spirit leads, try to give a public prophesy in tongues with interpretation of
tongues

•

As the Spirit leads, try to give a public prophecy in your language
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Lesson 8: Deliverance (Pablo Bottari Method) Lon Dean
It is absolutely necessary for you to know that demons are real. They are not simply the
manifestations of mentally unstable people... as some would suggest. They are malevolent
spirit beings. The scriptures describe many demonic encounters. Of course, demons are not the
cause of every problem but they have ruined many lives. Make no mistake, Christians can be
oppressed by demons. Dear believer, don’t close your ears to this vital subject. The Church
must learn to do effective deliverance ministry!
There are two entry points to receiving deliverance ministry 1) a person has manifested after a
spontaneous encounter, after receiving prayer or answering an altar call 2) they have asked to
receive ministry. The latter could be someone who was referred to you or voluntarily
recognized their own need. This is usually done by appointment.

Spontaneous Deliverance After Receiving Prayer or During an Altar Call

Verify Manifestations
•

•
•

Falling on floor, screaming, facial or body contortions, sudden change in voice, refusal to
make eye contact, eyes rolled back, foam or drool at mouth, sudden headache, nausea,
etc. If you lay hands on them they will likely become more agitated.
Look at the person. Is this from God? People fall, cry and shake when overcome by the
Holy Spirit but they always have a sense of peace or joy - not agitation and torment.
Always treat the person with love and respect. Don’t bring fear.

Bring the spirit into Subjection
•
•
•

If manifesting, immediately command the spirit to STOP THIS in the name of Jesus (No
need to yell… but speak firmly with authority.)
Call the person by name and tell them to exercise their own will.
Say, “Get control of yourself. You can stop this!”

If Not Manifesting
•
•
•

Tell the person you’re going to pray… and then bind and cast out the demons.
Don’t converse with demons… they will lie
If possible, make an appointment for follow-up ministry.
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Deliverance By Appointment
Find Out Why They Came
•
•
•

Allow a brief explanation.
Did they have manifestations?
Were they referred? By whom?

Explain What You Are About to Do
•
•
•
•

Tell them that demons must be subject to the name of Jesus!
Let them know you’re going to ask questions to find the source of their problem.
They will be expected to renounce and repent…as you lead them.
You will take authority over any spirits, pray for their healing… and for a fresh infilling of
the Holy Spirit.

Make Them Aware
•
•
•

Explain that deliverance is all about authority…authority in Jesus Christ.
Explain that renouncing and repenting will close the doors that have been opened for
demonic activity.
Assure them that everything said and done will be confidential… and there is no
judgment or criticism… We are all sinners.

Ask Them if They Want to Be Free
•
•
•
•
•

Explain what that means… not just free of the torment, but free of demonic influence.
Emphasize they can only depose one ruler with another ruler, Jesus.
You cannot force someone to be free (Rom. 14:12).
If they don’t want to be free the meeting ends here.
Say you’ll help when they are ready.

Lead Them to Christ
•
•
•
•

Don’t assume someone is saved.
Give them the gospel. We’ve all sinned, there is forgiveness, but we must accept it.
If you are convinced they are Christians, have them rededicate themselves to Christ.
LIBERATION IS REALLY ABOUT GIVING CHRIST LORDSHIP!
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Interview the Person (James 5:16)
•
•
•
•

We are looking for: root causes, bindings as a result of sins, unforgiveness or unbelief.
We are not demon hunting!
Conduct the interview with gentleness, but control the interview by limiting
unnecessary conversation.
Be sure to take notes!

Have the Person RENOUNCE each Binding (see areas to be renounced)
•
•
•
•

Be as specific as possible.
This must be declared out loud.
This is not a prayer.
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what they need to remember.

Break Every Binding or Yoke and Cast Out all Unclean Spirits
•
•
•
•
•

Tell the person you will now be speaking firmly to demons… not to them.
Take authority in the name of Jesus! Tell every unclean spirit they no longer have
authority to stay. They MUST go.
Break the yoke, bind the spirit and tell it to leave.
You may see yawning, coughing, sneezing, deep breathing, eye flutter, etc. as you
command demons out. (Sometimes you see nothing.)
Ask the person how they feel.

Lead Person in a Prayer of Thanksgiving
•
•

They should give thanks to the Lord for what He has done.
If they are free, they will be able to give glory to God.

Pray for a Fresh Infilling of The Holy Spirit
•
•
•

The house must not remain empty (Matt 12:43-45)
They must ask the Holy Spirit to fill the areas that were Satan’s.
Have them praise the Lord.

Important Things to Remember
•
•
•
•
•

You have AUTHORITY IN CHRIST.
Preserve the dignity of the person.
It is Jesus who sets the captive free, point them to Jesus!
Work in PAIRS (or 3) … never alone.
One should intercede while the other stands in authority.
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Areas to Be Renounced
The term renouncing is simply the act of declaring that the contract with the devil is null and
void. It is the act of taking back any authority given to the enemy through a demonic contract.
This can only be done by the one who made the contract in the first place. This also must be
done verbally to declare to the holder of the contract (Satan) that the contract has ended.
Christ already purchased our freedom (Col.1:13) and we must simply apply the power He has
ALREADY given us to be free by declaring that freedom.
Here is a model statement:

“I renounce ______ and take back the authority I gave the devil through believing the
lie______ from a spirit of ________ . I place it under the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ. I repent
of this and ask God to forgive me.”
The idea is to tell the devil he no longer controls you because of what you did. This revokes the
permission he had in that area of your life.
“I renounce unforgiveness and take back the authority I gave the devil by not forgiving
______. I place it under the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ. I repent of this and ask God to
forgive me.”
Areas of Control
The enemy can gain authority in 3 specific areas of a person’s life…
Soul (mind/emotions) Body and Spirit. All of these areas should be reviewed.

Soul (Mind and Emotions)
Anger/Hatred- Who has hurt you? Explain to the person that whatever you hate, you become
like (Prov. 14:17, 29)
Murder- Have you ever thought about killing someone? Have you ever wished someone was
dead?
Depression- Renounce specific events, if possible. What events started it?
Fear/Worry- Explain that whatever you fear has authority over you (2Tim. 1:7)
Lying- Lying can be a spirit or a character flaw. When did you begin lying? Did you ever lie so
much you believed it?
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Pornography- Lust brought by internet, magazines, movies, peeping at neighbors, etc.
Rejection- From a parent, at school, boy/girlfriend- also, if they are adopted, an orphan spirit
and a spirit of poverty coexist… believing the Father seeks to punish and demands
performance.
Shame/Condemnation- From different sins, especially sexual encounters, or abuse. Ask them
“Is there anything that you have ever done that you have said, “I should have KNOWN better”?
Or, is there something you could NEVER tell anyone? (Rom. 8:1)
Unforgiveness / Bitterness- Have them declare that they chose to forgive the person and then
have them ask God to give them the ability to forgive (James3:14) Renounce unforgiveness,
bitterness, anger, etc. Say “I choose to forgive this person for what they did to me” Pray, “God
help me to forgive this person, in Jesus’ name”.
Be sure to ask- “What was the most traumatic experience in your life?”

Body
Abortion- Have you ever had one? Have you ever advised or paid for one?
Abuse- Verbal, physical or sexual (MUST forgive and release the person who abused).
Explain to them that praying for the person will help release them.
Adultery- Physical, Emotional, Visual and Fantasy (Matt. 5:27-28)
Eating Disorders- anorexia, bulimia, over-eating. When did you begin overeating?
Drug/Alcohol Abuse- Specifically look for anything traumatic that happened while they were
under the influence, (bad trips, car accidents, demonic presence, anger, suicide). When did YOU
start and WHY? Renounce the use of drugs in general.
Perversions- Masturbation, bestiality, homosexuality, child molestation, S&M, fetishes. These
usually have shame and condemnation attached to them.
Sexual Unions- Tell them that when two become one flesh there is a transfer of authority from
one spirit to another. Whatever had authority over that person, may now have authority over
you! (1 Cor.6:16; Mark 10:8)
Sleeping Problems- When did this begin? Do you have nightmares? (Ps. 127:2)
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Spirit
Accepting the lies of the enemy: You will never be as spiritual as so-and-so. You are not going
to succeed. Fear of generational curses such as cancer “runs in your family, you are going to
get it”. (Gal. 3:13).
Anger toward God- Ask: Was there ever a time in your life when you felt that God did not
protect you? or Was there a time in your life when God let you down? (finances, deliverance,
sickness relationships) Have you ever asked “Why did God let this happen to me?” Did you ever
blaspheme or curse God? RENOUNCE UNBELIEF HERE
Demonic Activity- Have you ever seen a demon? Have you ever had a demonic dream?
Idolatry/false religion- Idol and saint worship. Have you ever prayed to a statue- Allah, Buddha,
Mormonism, Jehovah witness (Deut. 18:10-11)
Religious Spirit- (Neh. 2:10, 4:19, 6:6-7)
•

Tobiah spirit: Judgmental, or self-righteousness is a sign. May feel they do not need
deliverance. Are critical of others.

•

Sanballat spirit (an enemy is secret). Look for poor or absent father. Feeling that God
disapproves of them. Led by shame and inadequate feelings. Gives a doctrine of works.
Look for pride also.

•

Rabshakeh spirit: speaking a familiar language to deceive…using some truth

Unbelief- Could be connected to a religious spirit. Ask- “Have you ever felt like God did not
answer your prayers?”
Occult Activities- Ouija boards, tarot cards, psychics, role playing games (example: dungeon
and dragons), satanic music or films, witchcraft books, blood pacts. Anything that would cause
a fear of the satanic.
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AFTER LIBERATION
We know the scripture teaches that whoever the Son sets free is free indeed (John 8:36). Why,
then do some fall back into the very bondages they have been freed from? Consider the role of
the minister and the individual being ministered to… in their staying free.
Why do they fall back?
•

•

Matthew 12:43-45 gives us the picture of a person that was free (the demon has left
and the house is swept clean and in order) and became oppressed again. Why?
Because the house was not filled with God (a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit).
A door can also be open through any one of the devil’s devices that cause bondage in
the first place (see “Areas to be Renounced”). Most often, the problem is not giving
God complete control of the newly freed areas.

Two skills the minister must teach the person being ministered to:
• How not to be entangled again
• How to renounce new things themselves
Explain to the person that the devil will try to get them to believe that they are not free. Or, he
will try to get the person into a new bondage. When the person leaves you they MUST be able
to renounce things themselves. Have them practice renouncing one or two things with you
right then until they are comfortable.

If you determine the person is NOT completely free… assure them that they will be free
eventually:
•

Explain that this is a process

•

Tell them to write down bondages as they remember them for the next visit

•

Bind any remaining spirits until the next meeting

•

Give scriptures to war with

•

Get them to commit to another appointment. If they leave without another
appointment, the devil may work on them and you probably won’t see them again.
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Teach the Person About How to Stay Free
Educating is more important than just encouraging them not to return to bondage. Here are
some practical steps to explain the how-to:
•

Teach on avoiding temptation (by the grace of God)- Avoid the people, places and habits
that were used to open doors in the past (i.e. if they struggle with alcoholism, stay out
of bars). Severing un-Godly relationship is a key to staying free. Bad company corrupts
good morals.

•

Teach on renouncing alone- Teach what to look for (fear, anger, etc.) and how to break
the bondage if there are any doors that get reopened. Practice with them.

•

Teach on renewing the mind- Getting proper teaching at church and reading the word
will erase wrong thinking patterns that can lead to bondage.

•

Be accountable- Fellowship is needed to overcome temptation and lies. When satan
tells them they are not free, they need someone alongside to encourage and pray with
them. Accountability is needed at all levels. A peer, brother, sister, mentor or church
leader. Discipline may be needed even if saved for a long time to help renew their minds
and change their lifestyles that led to bondage.

Note: Go above that which is required of you. Give them scriptures that fit their situation. Call
them to see how they are doing a week or so later. The person should not be relying on you for
their freedom when they leave you. It is important they can stand on their own.
Be sure to tell them to remove all objects from their home that will attract demons…
pornography, false gods, occult items like Ouija boards, horoscopes, etc.
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The Deliverance Minister
A minister of deliverance is a unique person. This servant of God must:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be completely surrendered to Christ.
Enjoy spiritual warfare
Be instant in season and out
Hear from the Holy Spirit
Understand their authority in Christ
Be compassionate
Not easily distracted
Not judgmental
Motivated by love
Not desiring recognition or position
Love to see people free

Preparing Yourself for Doing Deliverance
•

Be Spirit-led: We must be in the Spirit to prevent ourselves from operating in the
flesh (our own strength). Our strength has NO effect in setting others free
(Matt.12:22-32). We must walk in the authority of Christ in the deliverance meeting
(Luke 10:19) (2 Corinthians 10:3-6)

•

Pray without ceasing- Prayer preparation cannot be over-emphasized. You have to
be praying daily because there will be times that you find yourself ministering to
someone without notice. Also, if you are struggling with fear or unbelief about
being used in this ministry, then fast and pray to build your faith (Mark9:28-29).

•

Be obedient. We see the disobedience in the Garden of Eden caused Adam and Eve
to lose their authority. Be quick to repent, but quicker to obey.

Assignment:
Ask God if you are to be part of a deliverance team. Find someone who is already doing this
ministry and ask if you can be an apprentice. You can just watch and intercede while they
minister. Deliverance ministry is best learned in this way. Do not attempt it alone.
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Lesson 9: Spiritual Warfare
Do you know that Jesus called Satan, “the ruler of this world” (John 14:30) and Paul referred to
him as “the god of this age” (2Cor.4:4)? John says “the whole earth lies under the sway of the
wicked one” (1John5:19). And we wonder why this world is so messed up?
At various times in history, in various countries, it was the Church of Jesus Christ who pushed
back the enemy… bringing the light of Truth into the darkness. First, Missionaries plowed the
ground with Prayer, fasting and worship… and remarkable self-sacrifice. “And they overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their
lives to the death” (Rev.12:11).
They boldly proclaimed the truth of the gospel and souls were saved, healed and delivered.
Then churches were planted and schools established. As well as hospitals, orphanages, justice
systems and government. They maintained the ground by continuing in the faith, walking in
holiness and teaching biblical principles. Nevertheless, when the Church is not vigilant we can
lose the ground that had been taken.
Consider the American west… Soldiers take the ground and build a fort. Settlers come and build
homesteads and villages. What happens if the fort closes down and the protection leaves? The
Indians return, destroy the homesteads and reclaim the land. I hope you get the picture.
Much of the Church is compromised, complacent and backslidden. Our prayers are ineffective
and we have little influence on our culture. Much of America and other countries no longer
want Christian influence anyway. Biblical Christianity hinders their “progressive” agenda. When
you push Christ out of your home, city or nation, Satan will quickly fill the void.
As the Church declined… everything evil has increased: violence, murder, rape, anarchy,
addiction, disease, mental illness, etc. We must continue to fight, Christian, with love and
prayer and worship … boldly proclaiming and affirming the truth of God’s word. If not, things
will get much worse.
“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1Peter 5:8-9).
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Eph.6:12).
We can see from these scriptures that Christians are at war! Satan is very real and his demons
are prevalent on planet earth. We are living in the midst of millions of demons! If we are to be
successful in ministry, we must learn how to avoid demonic traps for our own personal well
being, but also know how to pull down strongholds that hinder entire regions. The Lord wants
you to be effective at spiritual warfare and will prepare you for battle. “Praise be to the Lord my
Rock, who trains my hands for war, my fingers for battle.” Psalm 144:1
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What Spiritual Warfare Is and Is NotFor sure, it is not just shouting at the devil and calling him names!
Demons are well organized malevolent fallen angels cast out of heaven after they rebelled
against God. They have a well organized hierarchy. Satan is the leader, and there are
principalities over nations and cities. Demons are the foot soldiers who generally inflict pain
and cause problems for the children of God.
Nevertheless, Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil and He has now given us authority
over them. “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19).
Regional Warfare
You have learned how to take authority over demons and cast them out of individuals. Let’s
take this a bit further. You must be led by the Holy Spirit and equipped before trying to push
back the enemy from a city or region. This is not a game and not some religious activity. It is a
very real war and you could be seriously wounded. I have been. You MUST be led by the Lord
and hidden in Him. I hope you understand. You put on the full armor of God and stand in your
God given authority with courage.
In the power of the Spirit you pray, fast and declare the truth of God’s word. You worship and
use the name above all names, Jesus. You apply His precious blood… and persevere until the job
is complete.
Over the years I have ministered in many nations. When doing evangelism, teams would be
sent out before the crusades and they would fast and pray and worship (sometimes for 2
weeks) pushing back the enemy and preparing the ground for a harvest of souls. When this was
done there was good results. When it was not, there was usually poor results.
The great revivalist, Charles Finney, would send his intercessor, Daniel Nash, to travail in prayer
for weeks before Finney would come into a city to preach. He cried and groaned in warfare
until he gained the victory. Nash would then send Finney a telegram, “Come, I have broken
through.”
Do you understand? In any given region, the sins of the people living there give the enemy
permission to stay. They have opened the door for demonic oppression. These strongholds
must be broken. (In the first part of this course I shared a testimony of “an open heaven” while
in India.) Many times, this requires angelic assistance. They are dispatched as a result of our
prayers (Daniel 10:13).
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Effective Weapons of Warfare
Rev. 12:10-11 “Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. And they
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not
love their lives to the death.”
•

The Blood of Jesus

•

Our testimony of God's Truth and His work in our life

•

Total abandonment to the purpose of God … not loving your life, even to death

Important Tools of Warfare
•

Fasting

•

Intercession

•

Worship

•

Angels

Preparation for War
•

Meditating on the Word of God and Declaration of His Promises

•

Repentance

•

Forgiving others

•

Submit to God … Resist the devil

The Full Armor
“Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. Put on the full armor of God so
that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. For our battle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens. This is why you must take up the full armor of
God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having prepared everything, to take
your stand. Stand, therefore, with truth like a belt around your waist, righteousness like armor
on your chest, and your feet sandaled with readiness for the gospel of peace. In every situation
take the shield of faith, and with it you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word.
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Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all
perseverance and intercession for all the saints.” Ephesians 6:10-18
As you know, we are to put on the full armor of God. You probably have heard of the first 6
listed here. Nevertheless, there are 7. Be sure to pray in the Spirit!
1. Belt of Truth
2. Breastplate of Righteousness
3. Your feet sandaled with readiness for the gospel of peace
4. Shield of Faith
5. Helmet of Salvation
6. Sword of the Spirit… the Word of God
7. Pray in the Spirit at All Times

Spheres of Authority
It is wise to understand when you do warfare that there are various levels of authority. You
should be faithfully pulling down strongholds in your assigned field. Then you graduate to a
new sphere of warfare. (e.g. The life of David. First the bear and the lion, then Goliath, Saul,
Judah, Israel, then the nations.) Don’t be presumptuous. You must first deal with the demons
affecting your own life before you pull down strongholds in your church or city. You certainly
don’t want to come against demons if you have unrepented sin in your own life!
•

You have God given authority over your own life and your home

•

Over your children

•

If you are a spiritual leader you have God given authority over your church or ministry

•

You may also have governmental/ civic authority or

•

Authority in the workplace

•

Prophets, Apostles and some Intercessors are given regional or national spiritual
authority. These servants of God are tested and broken and refined and pruned before
they are given this mantel of authority. You do not want to assume this position without
being called by God. (You could be destroyed.)
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Assignment:
Memorize 1Peter 5:8-9 “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you
know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of
sufferings.”
Ephesians 6:12 “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.”
Luke 10:19 “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”
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Lesson 10: Gratitude
You can and should claim the promises of God and stand in faith, but remember that God is still
sovereign and His plans for you are greater than Him protecting you from every unpleasant and
difficult thing. He will certainly allow tribulation into your life (John16:33). How will you
respond… with praise and thanksgiving or with grumbling and complaining? In this hour
everything that can be shaken is being shaken. Will you pass the test?
Trust God, beloved… and praise Him even when things are difficult. Have complete confidence
in the fact that whatever God allows in your life He will work for your good (Rom.8:28). He
loves you and will remove everything that hinders you from drawing near to Him.
Therefore, behold, I will allure her, bring her into the wilderness and speak kindly to her. “Then
I will give her her vineyards from there, And the valley of Achor (trouble) as a door of hope.
And she will sing there as in the days of her youth, as in the day when she came up from the
land of Egypt. Hosea 2:14, 15
“It is not the experiences in our lives that change us. It is our response to those experiences
that change us.” - Elisabeth Elliot
Webster’s Definition of response: to answer, to reply……OR
Negatively- to retort, or counter-attack
“Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by
which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe”- Hebrews 12:28
To understand the “therefore” in verse 14, we need to read verse 13
“’I will visit her for the days of the baals when she used to offer sacrifices to them and adorn
herself with her earrings and jewelry, and follow her lovers, so that she forgot Me,’ declares
the Lord.” Hosea 2:13
We can truly see the heart of the Lord in this. His heart for his bride and His longing to do
whatever it takes to bring her back to Himself. It is easier to soften our hearts in the midst of
suffering knowing that His divine purpose is the removal of those things that keep us from
being close to Him and loving Him.
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Suffering, Correction, Discipline, Chastening is never for nothing
And this word, yet once more, signifies the removing of those things that are shaken, as of
things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.” Hebrews 12:27
Removing- (Greek- Metathesis)- a change, a transformation
If Love sees those it loves going wrong, it must, because of its very love, do what it can to save
them; and the love that fails to do this is only selfish love. When He sees His children resting
their souls on things that can be shaken, He must remove those things from their lives in order
that they may be driven to the one thing that cannot be shaken- Himself. This process of
removing is sometimes very hard, very painful and without understanding can be despairing.
No one can rest comfortably in a shaking bed, or sit in comfort on a rickety chair, YET these are
the things we take for granted AND it takes faith to trust they will hold us. We can only find our
security in unshakeable things.
Proverbs 18:10 The Name of the Lord is a Strong Tower- the righteous run to it and are safe…
therefore in this place we find Psalm 91:4- He will cover me with His feathers and under His
wings will I trust.
This magnificent Holy, awesome, loving God is ALSO known as the God of ALL comfort! IF
you’ve ever laid down on a feather bed or pillow or covered up with a feather quilt, it’s like
floating on a cloud.
The “foundation of God stands sure,” (2 Tim 2:19) and it is the “shaking” off of every other
foundation in order that we may be forced to rest on the foundation of God alone.
Exodus 34:14 "For you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous..."
“Therefore, behold, I will hedge up her way with thorns, and I will build a wall against her so
that she cannot find her paths. She will pursue her lovers, but she will not overtake them; And
she will seek them, but will not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my first husband,
For, it was better for me then than now!’ For she does not know that it was I who gave her the
grain, the new wine and the oil, and lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal.
Hosea 2:6-8
The Lord is obliged to put an end to it all, and our prosperity crumbles around us like a house
built on sand, and we are tempted to think He is angry with us. But in very truth it is not anger,
but tender love. This very love is what compels Him to remove any outward hindrances that
keep our souls from entering into the interior spiritual kingdom He designed for us to reside.
Understanding of the loss of all things brings a heart of gratitude knowing we seek a
homeland that this world cannot provide.

133

Habakkuk 3:17, 18- “Though the fig tree should not blossom and there be no fruit on the vines,
though the yield of the olive should fail and the fields produce no food, though the flock should
be cut off from the fold and there be no cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult in the LORD,
I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.”
Rejoice (Hebrew- Gil)- to spin around under the influence of emotion
Jeremiah 2:13 “For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain
of living waters, and hewed out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no
water.”
The church, the bride of Christ has done the same. In Jeremiah 2 you hear the cry of the Lord
and His heart as Israel wanders away from him….
“I remember concerning you the devotion of your youth, the love of your betrothals, and your
following after Me in the wilderness”
And it is the essence of Jesus’ words to the church of Ephesus in Revelation 2:4- “But I have this
against you: You have abandoned your first love.”
Jeremiah 2 records the heart of the Lord and His heart for the church today:
•
•
•

They went far from Me, and walked after emptiness and became empty
They did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?”
My people have changed their glory for that which is not glory

The Lord will cause the removal of things to bring us back to Himself
and He will open our eyes to the very things we have kept from him. He will show us the areas
of our lives that are not surrendered to His will.
Often the answer to our most fervent prayers for deliverance comes in such a form that it
seems as if the “very foundations of the hills moved and were shaken”; and we do not see at
first, that it is by means of this very shaking that the deliverance for which we have prayed is
to be accomplished, and we are to be brought forth into the “large place” for which we long.
_Hannah Whitall Smith
Hebrews 12:28,29 - “Therefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us have grace
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear; for our God is a
consuming fire.”
It is the fire of God’s love, that must consume everything that can harm His people; and if our
hearts are set on being what the love of God would have us be, His fire is something we will not
be afraid of, but will warmly welcome.
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He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and He shall purge us as gold and silver are purged
in order that we may offer to Him an offering in righteousness. And we will become “pleasant
to the Lord, and all nations shall call us blessed, for we shall be a delightful land, saith the Lord
of Hosts.” (Malachi 3)
As Jacob passed over the Jabbok with his two companies, his livestock, his possessions the
inhabitants of the land greatly feared at the sight of him. Why do we not as the Church cause
this kind of awe and fear as we enter an area?

Do You Grumble and Complain?
As we suffer the loss of all things, do we blend in with the world and grumble and complain or
do we take up the cup of salvation with thanksgiving.

Matthew 20:22- Jesus said “You do not know what you are asking, are you able to drink the cup
I am about to drink?”
We bring the sacrifice of praise to the house of the Lord (Psalm 27:6)
•

If our heart truly is to please the Lord, to surrender our lives to Him and die to
ourselves, then the removal of things that hinder us from drawing near to and from
receiving all that He wants to give causes the sacrifice of thanksgiving (Psalm
50:23-If you keep to my path, I will reveal to you the salvation of God)

•

Psalm 51:10- Create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me

•

Hear the Lord’s response to this kind of praise

•

Psalm 50:23- But giving thanks is a sacrifice that truly honors Me.

The current pandemic, and the more serious shaking to come, will bring forth this promise:
“Come, let us return to the Lord. For He has torn us, but He will heal us; He has wounded us,
but He will bandage us. He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day,
that we may live before Him. So, let us press on to know the Lord. His going forth is as certain
as the dawn; and He will come to us like the rain, like the spring rain watering the earth.”Hosea 6:1-3
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Because we are Christians two things ought to separate us from the world- our response to
pain, suffering, sorrow, trials, trouble and loss. How we respond with complaining or with
gratitude in the midst of it. As we allow Him to bring us into the fellowship of His suffering we
can say like David:
But as for me, I will hope continually, and will praise You yet more and more. My mouth shall
tell of Your righteousness and of Your salvation all day long; for I do not know the sum of them.
I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord God; I will make mention of Your righteousness,
Yours alone.- Psalm 71:14-16

Assignment:
•

Memorize Habakkuk 3:17,18- “Though the fig tree should not blossom and there be
no fruit on the vines, though the yield of the olive should fail and the fields produce no
food, though the flock should be cut off from the fold and there be no cattle in the
stalls, yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.”
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Conclusion
Dear Disciple,
Thank you for the honor of allowing us to pour into your lives. We bless you, in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to live out all of the things you have learned, by the power of
His Presence.
There will be many trials, triumphs and glorious things ahead…through it all, give Him thanks
and praise and do not lose heart, knowing that He is in control of all things and will surely work
it for your good! You have been called; you have been chosen to follow Jesus! Your walk is
designed to bring Him glory, in everything you do…no matter how small or great the task is!
We pray that your heart remains true to Jesus, your first Love, and that the revelation of His love
for you will overshadow every area of your life. As you remain in Him, you will bear much fruit.
We pray that you will fix your eyes on Jesus and run the race set before you in such a way, that
when you see Him in heaven, you will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant…”
Go forth now in the power of His Holy Spirit… doing mighty things in the name of Jesus!

God bless you abundantly in Jesus Christ

Peter and Lori Whitehouse
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PETER WHITEHOUSE
“I often boast about being one of the weak and foolish that God uses for His purposes. I was raised to
know the Lord but ran away from Him… becoming a drug addicted hippie in the 60s. I finally blew my
mind using psychedelic drugs and ended up in a mental institution. Nevertheless, my mother prayed and
wouldn’t give up… and eventually at 28 years old I was gloriously filled with the Holy Spirit. Since that
time the Lord has taken me on extraordinary adventures. I told Him I would be willing to go where
others wouldn’t… and then found myself going down the Amazon River, in the Andes Mts., a leper
colony in India and villages in Africa where no white person had visited. I have witnessed great poverty
and have seen the Lord do incredible miracles, signs and wonders. I have also been mocked and spit at
while preaching on the streets of America, almost kidnapped in the Philippines, threatened by an armed
soldier in Liberia and almost died from malaria contracted in Uganda. I have fumbled and failed and
burned out… and have seen great victories. Our loving Father has been so faithful! There is nothing
special about me… I am an ordinary man that God has chosen to use. I have simply said, “yes” and have
allowed the Lord to stretch me. Over 40 years I have had the awesome privilege to minister in many
nations, preaching and teaching at conferences and crusades and have helped establish discipleship
schools around the world, an apostolic network in Africa and authored a few books. I am bondservant of
Jesus Christ…and I love to make disciples. God will surely use the weak and foolish things of this world (1
Cor.1:27). That’s how I got the job! Remember, you can do this too.”

LORI WHITEHOUSE
“I entered this world with nothing. I never lived in a house I could call my own and was frequently
plagued by fear and insecurity as a child. Being raised by a single mother and having no father caused
me to walk with and believe an orphan spirit. Many nights I would go to bed and suffer torment from
the demons that surrounded me. I had no church life and knew nothing of the Gospel. In 1980 my
partying life came to a screeching halt as I landed myself in a Salvation Army shelter where prostitutes
and drug addicted women became my family. In a few short months I was saved and baptized in the
Holy Spirit and went into full time ministry with at-risk youth. God has given me not only the heart of a
mother but the awesome privilege of raising 4 children. I have traveled around the world, seen signs and
wonders, taught bible studies and led women’s groups and conferences. Jesus has also taken me on a
journey in the secular world. I’ve learned many skills and have been promoted with no formal training. I
have been successful and failed. I have triumphed and seen tragedy in the death of my oldest son from a
car accident. The Lord has allowed me to operate in deliverance, healing counseling, teaching,
administration, and the prophetic. He has also given me a heart for discipleship and to speak into the
lives of broken youth and women. He has gloriously changed me from the inside out and healed my
wounds and broken heart. I am often asked where I went to college and if I came from a rich family. I
laugh. Glory to God, I am made in His image!”
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