Introduction
Dear Disciple… is addressed to Christians who desire to go all the way with Jesus Christ, those
who have chosen to count the cost. These words are for men and women, young and old from
every walk of life who love God and are willing to give their all for Him.
This book is different than most because there are no chapters. It is a collection of random
prophetic writings and concise discipleship teachings arranged in alphabetical order.
Nevertheless, it will challenge and encourage you to run your race to win. You will learn to
press on while denying self and carrying your cross. You will gain wisdom and know when to
rest, when to stand and when to fight. And if you should stumble and fall, you will be exhorted
and lovingly encouraged to get up and start running again. You will also find this book laced
with the author’s personal testimonies that demonstrate the fruit of a surrendered life.
Jesus taught us the Gospel of the Kingdom. Salvation is part of that message but there is so
much more. He wants us to understand kingdom principles and operate in kingdom power…
laying aside our carnal ways and learning to walk in the Spirit. Are you willing to surrender all
and embark on this amazing adventure?
There is a big difference between a believer and a true disciple of Christ: The believer makes
room for Jesus in their life but usually lives their life for themselves. But, for a disciple, Jesus
becomes their life. They abandon their life to love and serve their Master… dying to self and
living in Him. Will you choose to be His disciple?
About the author
“I often boast about being one of the weak and foolish that God uses for His purposes. I was
raised to know the Lord but ran away from Him… becoming a drug-addicted hippie in the
1960s. I finally blew my mind using psychedelic drugs and ended up in a state mental hospital
with the prognosis: “He will never be well.” Nevertheless, my mother prayed and wouldn’t give
up… and eventually at 28 years old I was gloriously filled with the Holy Spirit. Since that time
the Lord has taken me on extraordinary adventures. I told Him I was willing to go where others
wouldn’t and found myself traveling down the Amazon River, in the Andes Mts., a leper colony
in India and villages in Africa where no white person had ever been proclaiming the glorious
gospel of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.
I have witnessed great poverty and have seen the Lord do incredible miracles, signs and
wonders. I have also been mocked and spit at while preaching on the streets of America,
almost kidnapped in the Philippines, threatened by an armed soldier in Liberia and nearly died
from malaria contracted in Uganda. I have fumbled and failed and burned out and thought, at
times, I would never do ministry again. Even so, our loving Father has been so faithful!
There’s nothing special about me. I’m just a guy that God has chosen to use. I have simply
said “yes” and have allowed Him to stretch me. Over nearly 40 years I have had the awesome
privilege to minister in many nations, preaching and prophesying at conferences and crusades
and have helped establish discipleship schools around the world, an apostolic network in Africa
and authored a few books. I am a spiritual father, bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ…and
I love to make disciples. God will surely use the weak and foolish things of this world
(1 Cor.1:27). That’s how I got the job! Remember, you can do this too.

Dear Disciple…
For those willing to go all the way with Jesus,
those who have counted the cost.

_____________________________________________

A Crucified Life
If you have chosen to go all the way with Jesus, you have probably already learned that He
leads you far beyond the “righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost” that you thought
you signed up for. You have embarked on a journey that is oftentimes very demanding. It can
be very painful to experience the transforming work of the Lord, especially if you resist. His
pruning hand, the Refiner’s fire, the winepress of the Lord, the wilderness experience… there
are no pleasant names for the dealings of our God. His motivation is always love, but the
methods are not always gentle. And these are the days, dear disciple, when everything that
can be shaken will be shaken. You can be certain that everything means EVERYTHING! Only
those who are willing to forsake all can follow Him this far. Will you persevere?
How the Church needs to learn about death to self and yet so many despise this type of
teaching. The soul of man vehemently resists the process. Nevertheless, so many failings
would be overcome and so many obstacles hurdled if we could simply learn to die to self. It
brings true freedom!
Consider this- there is only one thing that stands between the all-powerful Holy Spirit who
dwells within you, and the world that so desperately needs Him and that is you, beloved, your
flesh. Why aren’t you a witness for Christ? Because you are self-conscience and afraid of what
others will think of you. You are also afraid of embarrassment. Why won’t we forgive those who
have offended us or ask for forgiveness when we are the offender? Because we are too proud.
Pride stands in the way of many things. Why don’t we tithe and give sacrificially to the poor?
Because we simply don’t trust God to provide our needs. The truth- we love ourselves more
than we love God. Dear servant of the Most High, your self-life must be crucified if you are to
fully apprehend the fullness of your purpose. But there is even a greater reason for your
crucifixion- that you would come to the deepest levels of intimacy with the Lover of your soul.

A Disciple
So, what should a disciple look like? You are being conformed to the image of your Master,
Jesus Christ. You should look like Him. “It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher,
and a servant like his master…” (Matt. 10:25). This is your goal, dear disciple:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)

You are a lover of God who truly worships Him and seeks His face in prayer
a student of the Holy Spirit… learning to hear and obey His leading
a true servant, humble and broken… willing to lay down your life for another
a cheerful, generous giver of your time and resources
You lay down your rights, realizing you have none, allowing others to take credit for what
you do
You are light and salt in this world and should earnestly desire spiritual gifts… learning to
use them for the advancement of your Father’s kingdom
You become an expert at forgiving those who hurt you and asking for forgiveness when
you hurt others
You are quick to confess your sins… you never make excuses or try to justify yourself
You learn to be kind and gentle, offering God’s amazing grace to those who need Him
You are transparent… testifying of your own weakness, not trying to appear “holier than
thou.”
You learn to submit and become accountable to those in authority over you
You have the courage to correct others as the Spirit leads… speaking the truth in love,
warning those headed for destruction
You learn to press past the attacks of the enemy, opposition from people and your own
personal weaknesses
You get up when you fall and continue the race
You become a disciple maker, taking the time to teach kingdom principles and methods to
those willing to learn… offering hands on experience, like Jesus trained His disciples
And there is so much more... read on.

A Faithful Saying
The zealous man says, “Why put off till tomorrow what can be done today?” The lazy man says,
“Why do today what can be done tomorrow?” The Spirit led man says, “Guide me by Your
Spirit, Lord. Cause me to fulfill Your purpose today.” Remember, disciple, you can do a lot and
still accomplish nothing.
A Loving Father
It’s not so difficult to understand the ways of God. He chose to reveal Himself as a Father. I
know many of us didn’t have a good dad but try to imagine what that would look like: A loving
dad teaches and encourages his kids. He loves to spend time with them. He gives them chores
and responsibilities and even allows them to fail and to learn from their mistakes. If necessary,
he also corrects and disciplines. This is an accurate picture of your heavenly Father. Not too
complicated is it?
God is not mean and demanding but neither is He a “sugar daddy” who gives you everything
you want. He is gentle and kind but will also withhold blessings and even chasten you if you
need it. This is true love. He wants you to grow up to be a mature son or daughter who will be
a blessing to others and for you to have joy and fulfillment in your life.

When we disobey Him do you think He becomes irritated because He is GOD… and says, “How
dare you disobey Me?” Of course not! He loves us and wants us to succeed. He sees us on the
wrong path and will correct us. This is why His discipline is so necessary. The alternative would
be to simply give you over to your own ways that lead to destruction. Thank you, Father, for
not doing that! By His Spirit we have abundance of grace to draw near to Father God through
the blood of His son Jesus… and to stay close to Him. In this place of intimacy there is no fear…
only love.
A Nation of Victims
I write this fully aware of my own sinful past. God’s heart is filled with mercy and grace
towards those who have failed. He lovingly restores all who will return to Him. This message is
for those Christians who choose to persist in sin… and to remind you, disciple, to teach these
things.
"And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed, I will
cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless
they repent of their deeds. I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know
that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according
to your works." Rev. 2:21-23
Read what Jesus said to church in Thyatira. Also note that this is a New Testament passage
written to an actual group of Christians. (It is also written to us.) It seems that no one wants to
see Jesus like this - only a kinder, gentler Jesus, a dispenser of grace and mercy. It would be
important to remember He violently drove the moneychangers from the Temple… and let's not
forget the NT account of Ananias and Sapphira. Isn't it time for us to consider that the Almighty
is also holy, righteous and a consuming fire? The New Testament is filled with moral
imperatives and warnings (see Hebrews 3:12-13).
Let it be forever settled, "The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
mercy" (Psalm 103:8). This is absolute truth and has been proclaimed throughout the Church
for decades. Most have heard of the Father's love… and yet many have become sinfully
complacent. Most assuredly, our God is love, full of mercy and grace; nonetheless, you'll never
find Him excusing sin.
See the Lord's mercy when He was asked to "judge" the woman caught in adultery (John 8:312); He freely released her. However, He did tell her, "Go and sin no more." If they brought
her to Him again the following week would He say the same thing? Do you think He might say,
"I know you are lonely and you have emotional and physical needs. It's OK; I understand."
Probably not. You will find nothing like this in the Bible. The Lord is slow to anger, but there is
a point in time when the consequences of sin will catch up with you.
Reread the Lord's statement to Thyatira "And I gave her time to repent of her sexual
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed, I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will kill her
children with death…" My God! This is a SERIOUS warning! Hear what Jesus is saying! God
expects us to obey Him and there can be enormous consequences of sin. Christian sinner don’t
you think you should fear God?
An insidious mindset has permeated our culture and it has infected the Church. Many have
fallen prey to this demonic plot to minimize personal responsibility. The enemy is now using the
science of psychology to explain away our sins. I’m not speaking against psychology; it can be
a very useful tool in godly hands. But make no mistake- everyone is responsible for their own

sins regardless of any influencing factors. Is this not true? Or have we become a nation of
victims? How we love to blame the other guy!
You won't find excuses for sinning in the scriptures. There are no psychological factors
mentioned, no predisposing causes. Excuses will not bring healing; they will only dig a deeper
pit. With all compassion and understanding let it be said, "Admit your sin; return to the Truth
and begin anew." We must return to a balanced view of who God is: His love and His holiness,
His mercy and His judgment. We must love Him intimately, obey Him and fear the
consequences of sin. Will you teach these things?
And to those who say, "Perfect love casts out fear" (1John 4:18), I say a hearty Amen! When
you are walking in intimacy with God, fear is never considered. In fact, intimacy and fear
cannot coexist. However, there are few who can maintain the attitude of intimacy 24/7. It is
very helpful to know that our Father will discipline us (Hebrews 12:3-11) if we disobey Him...
this too is love! The fear of that discipline should help us obey. Surely obedience motivated by
love is preferred, but weak flesh needs a bit more at times. This is why you will find many
warnings throughout the scriptures.
A Time for War
"But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.”
Matthew 12:28
Consider the ways of God, beloved - the ministry of Jesus. Our Deliverer came to destroy the
works of the devil (1John 3:8) … and He instructed His followers to do the same: to cast out
demons and heal the sick. In fact, about one third of Jesus’ recorded ministry involved direct
confrontation with demons. We are His disciples; aren’t we to be like Him?
Our present form of diluted Christianity has all but lost this truth. Some even deny the
existence of demons and still others delegate them to Africa or someplace else. Dear believer,
there are probably more demons in your country than you can imagine and it is the Church’s
responsibility to drive them away! I can already hear the caution: “Brother, be careful not to
focus on demons, keep your eyes on Jesus.” Oh, so true! But do those who say these things
ever cast out demons… probably not. Of course, we are to keep our focus on Jesus- worship
Him, adore Him, and love Him with all of your heart. But let us love Him enough to do the work
He has called us to do.
I’m not suggesting that there are demons behind every bush and the cause of every problem.
We can surely mess things up by ourselves. Nonetheless, there are multitudes of demons in
our region, in the church and in the world. And it is our responsibility to push them back. This
is Kingdom business and we have been commanded by Jesus to do this! And why are we doing
this? For the sake of the people, those whom Jesus loves, those held in bondage to sickness,
depression, fear and addictions. For the children and the elderly, the widows and orphans, the
weak and the helpless… yes, even for the proud and the arrogant. The Father’s heart cries for
these and He has entrusted this work to us.
We can no longer proceed with business as usual. The enemy has already taken far too much
ground. Pray! Ask the Lord for guidance, ask to be filled again with His Holy Spirit and be
continually filled. Be anointed with His power and authority. Do the work of the Kingdom! Be
militant in the Spirit - stand up and fight! “I have pursued my enemies and overtaken them;
neither did I turn back again till they were destroyed. I have wounded them, so that they could
not rise; they have fallen under my feet. For You have armed me with strength for the battle;

You have subdued under me those who rose up against me. You have also given me the necks
of my enemies…” Psalm 18:37-40
Fighting can take many forms. It’s not about shouting at the devil. Intimate worship is warfare;
violent praise is too. Intercessory prayer, prophetic dance, proclamations and prophetic
declarations and, of course, the Word of God are all powerful weapons of war. Also, submit to
God, resist the devil and he will flee from you! (James 4:7) Stand in faith and be led by the
Spirit of God! Remember, you have true authority in Jesus Christ!)
Accept the Challenge
Do you consider yourself a “good” Christian? I’m sure you are, but before we succumb to
patting one another on the back, let’s review what our brothers and sisters are doing in other
parts of the world. Many Christians in Asia and Africa far surpass the level of consecration and
determination that most American church-goers now experience… and the abundant fruit is
overwhelmingly obvious. Entire villages are coming to salvation; healing and deliverance are
flowing like a river. It is as if they were living in the Book of Acts.
You see, my friends, they have learned that our God uses fasting and prayer to shatter the lies
of the enemy and demolish his strongholds. Hear the word of the Lord! “God uses prayer with
fasting to break the enemy’s encampments and to set the captives free.” This is absolute truth!
And it is profoundly declared through the testimonies of those brave-hearted saints who
regularly practice this form of spiritual warfare. (This is not new! Daniel Nash used to do this
for Charles Finney. Nash would enter a city and spend weeks crying out in prayer before Finney
ever stepped foot there. Finney would only come to preach after Nash sensed the
breakthrough.)
Westerners usually want things to be fast and easy. Of course, we understand it is good to pray
before a meeting or evangelistic outreach, so we sponsor a two-hour prayer meeting and walk
away confident that we have done our duty. “Surely the Lord will answer and the people will be
blessed.” Thank God for the handful that are touched and saved, but is this enough? There are
thousands in our community in need of repentance, salvation and healing. And let me be bold
to say if we continue with the same meager prayer preparation, regardless of how good a
program or preacher, the fruit will remain minimal. Haven’t we learned yet? The strongholds
must be broken!
We keep doing the same thing the same way and expect different results! Isn’t it time to pull
out all of the stops? Learn a lesson from the Chinese Christians who pour themselves into
prayer and fasting. This is the way God does business. There is incredible demonic opposition
to the gospel in our region. Fervent, prevailing prayer is required. Don’t turn your back in
discouragement; accept the challenge!
The following are comments by two Chinese home church leaders (brothers Ren and Paul) as
reported in an interview with Denny Kenaston of The Remnant Magazine:
Denny Kenaston asks: How much do the people fast and pray in the house churches of China?
Brother Ren: “Let us take prayer first. The leaders of the church in China try to pray three to
four hours a day. That is normal. But then there are some brethren who are totally committed
to pray. Almost every minute they are awake, they are praying. They cannot even be elders in
the church because of the amount of time they spend in prayer. They have two kinds of leaders
in the church. They have spiritual leaders, who fast and pray; then they have practical
operational leaders, who are active in everyday affairs of the church. The praying leaders are

praying for the whole church, and especially for the practical leaders. They are not in a
preaching ministry. The operational leaders go to them for direction and wisdom. Very few
Westerners have ever met these elders. These men are older men who cannot travel anymore,
so they are mainly in that ministry. It literally keeps the church on track. They hear from the
Lord and give answers to the practical leaders”.
Brother Paul: “I know a brother who never sleeps more than two hours a night. He prays for 22
hours a day. The brothers and sisters pray always, and there are many all-night prayer vigils. I
have been to some of these prayer meetings. By morning, the floor is slippery because of all
the tears that flow during prayer”.
Denny Kenaston asks: What about fasting? What part does fasting play in all these testimonies
we have heard?
Brother Ren: ”When you read from Brother Yun's book (The Heavenly Man), you will read how
he fasted one hundred days to get one Bible during the Cold War revolution. He was eating a
small bowl of rice each day; that is all… After one hundred days of prayer and fasting, he
received a Bible in a supernatural way. That story is there. It is not in any way special. The
people fast like that often.
The first time we sent about twenty people out to preach, nineteen of them were arrested; one
came back to report. Everyone else was detained for six months. We sent another group. The
same thing happened. One lady came home on a stretcher. They smashed her skull. She was
paralyzed, but later God restored her.
When there is such resistance like this in one specific location, then the whole team goes to
fasting and praying. Usually this kind of fasting will break the yoke within thirty days, and then
the gospel has free course. When there is a real resistance, the teams do not try to push the
gospel. They just go on their knees and wait on the Lord to hear His voice for direction on what
to do. They just keep silent and continue to fast and pray. This is a very practical part of their
lives”.
Denny Kenaston: How does the Acts of the Apostles compare to the Chinese church? What
does the Chinese church believe about the Book of Acts?
Brother Paul: “They would say, “"We are there. It is our normal Christian life."” They believe
that Acts is a demonstration of the normal Christian life. It is a testimony of the resurrected
Christ, and He is still the same today. They do not believe that miracles have passed away”.
Brother Ren: “We have to understand that the Gospel that is preached in China is a little bit
different. The emphasis is not only intellectual and mental messages. It is fifty percent
preaching, fifty percent showing the power of the Gospel. There is always an expectation and
readiness for miracles. It is normal that anytime when the message of the Gospel is
pronounced, there is going to be a demonstration of the power of God in that situation. People
can see clearly that Jesus is the Son of God, and that He is the Savior of the world. The church
of China is not praying for miracles, but they are living in miracles. It is like Bro. Paul said: it is
the normal Christian life”.
Accidental Witness
I was taking my wife, Lori, to lunch, pulled into the fish fry and was hit by a van pulling out of
a parking spot… a crease in the door, no big deal. While we were waiting for the police to fill
out the report the driver began to share some of his recent painful experiences. I asked to pray

for him… and the Lord was present. I then shared a bit of my testimony… and the gospel. And
right there, standing next to my dented car, he confessed Jesus as his Savior! How awesome is
that? We also prayed for the police officer. Praise God for His divine appointments!
Accountable for Abortion
Every legislator, judge and voter who made abortion legal… or continues to allow it, every
health care provider who participates or profits from it, every mother and father who kills their
baby will be accountable before God. We have already destroyed so many who would have
brought so much good into the world. We must repent of this vile, egregious sin. “For You
formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise You, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made…” (Ps. 139:13-14) “Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you; before you were born I sanctified you.” (Jer. 1:5) Dear disciple… defend the unborn child.
Adding Weight to Your Prayers
“… the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having
a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.” Rev. 5:8
While praying, I saw a clear image of an apothecary scale. You know; the one that hangs in the
balance. You put the item to be weighed on one side and a measured weight is placed on the
other. On the right side I saw words denoting various problems: sickness, the need for
salvation, etc. On the left, prayers were added until the scales were tipped. Do you see it?
Then, the Lord impressed on my spirit: “Although God receives every prayer that is prayed
according to His will, certain things add weight to prayer: 1) Faith 2) Fervency and 3) Fasting.”
It is worth reflecting on this. It appeared that He was collecting the prayers in a bowl (on the
left side of the scale) and when there was sufficient amount, the scales would tip. I sensed this
meant the problem was solved, the prayer answered. Obviously, some problems required only
minimal prayer while others needed more... according to the weight of the prayer.
When faced with the need for a general Revival, one would presume that much prayer is
needed. I mean we are not talking about an individual’s need, but the needs of tens of
thousands, or millions. This will require much prayer. Some have already been praying for
three decades or longer. These prayers have not been wasted; God has been collecting them in
a golden bowl. Will you add “weighted” prayers today?
Admonition
The Lord does not want you worrying about sin. He wants you thinking about Him and the
things He leads you to do. He is your Friend and the Lover of your soul… and He loves to spend
time with you. But make no mistake, He knows that your flesh is weak and that you need to be
admonished (warned) for your protection.
Paul, considered to be the “Apostle of Grace,” clearly warned the Corinthian Christians
(1Cor.10:1-12) to stay away from sexual lusts and idolatry, citing old testament examples of
God’s displeasure and the serious consequences of their sin. “Now all these things happened to
them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come. Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” Be careful, beloved.
You can find intimacy with God and still fall. Flee from every compromising situation.

Adversity
Over these past years the Lord has been encouraging His Bride with renewed promise of
spiritual awakening/revival. Some have already been experiencing new strength and there
seems to be an increase in healings. We are growing in kingdom authority! But there will be
opposition, beloved. We are very close to a glorious outpouring and the enemy will violently
oppose it, stirring up a lot of trouble. Be careful; don’t fall into his trap. How will you handle
this adversity?
Here are a few tips:
1) Don’t react! Ask God about the source of your adversity… respond by the leading of the
Spirit.
2) If the attack comes directly from the devil stand against him in the power of the Spirit, using
your spiritual authority in Christ!
3) If your adversity comes from man, humble yourself and be quick to forgive… or ask for
forgiveness. Personal offense and division have caused much damage. You can be sure the
enemy will try to use division to hinder God’s plans. We must nurture unity!
4) If your trouble comes as the result of your own poor choices or sin be honest with yourself…
don’t blame others. God is filled with grace; He will lead you in the right direction.
Praise and thanksgiving in the midst of adversity is ALWAYS the way to go. Self-pity and
complaining? Not so much. That's like handing a drowning man a bag of rocks. As we speak
faith, walk in unity and prayerfully encourage one another we will break through all adversity
and enter into new levels of kingdom authority and abundant fruitfulness! “Your kingdom
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10
After a Draining Experience
After an emotionally draining experience, even a great victory, you may think, “Now I can
relax… I deserve a treat.” Be careful! Of course, you can celebrate a victory… and you should
rest, but be wise. At this point you are more vulnerable and you may allow yourself to do
something you wouldn’t normally do… something you will regret. The enemy is very crafty and
waiting to take advantage of you. Be careful!
AIDS Testimony
When working in a hospital I was assigned a patient with AIDS. In the early 80’s no one knew
how AIDS was transmitted so these patients were kept in strict isolation. Everyone who entered
wore a gown, gloves, mask, paper hat and boots. I was preparing to enter when the Lord said,
“Don’t wear the mask and gloves.” After hesitating a bit, I obeyed. The patient was surprised
as I kindly shook his hand. “You are the first person to actually touch me,” he said with a smile.
I shared my testimony. He told me he was a backslidden Christian. We prayed together and he
came back to the Lord.
All Things Working Together for Good
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). This verse, written by Paul to the Roman
Christians, is perhaps one of the most beloved passages of scripture. However, it is often
misquoted and frequently misunderstood. The thought that ‘all things work together for good’
brings comfort and encouragement to many, but it can also bring a false sense of security.
Let’s look at what is really being said here.

Although it may not have seemed to be true during the time of their troubles, those who have
served the Lord for many years will tell you how adversity, losses, even failures worked to
strengthen them. Their self-will was broken and they were pruned to bear more fruit. These
mature saints will reveal that the very worst of times seemed to launch them farther into the
purposes of God, and deeper into the depths of sweet communion. Truly ALL things do work
together for good to those who love God.
Unfortunately, those who have never surrendered their life to Jesus will try to use this scripture
to comfort themselves in times of trouble. Dear disciple, all things do not work together for
good for everyone. Clearly, this passage applies only “to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.”
What will hinder things working together for good? Your response. Surely everyone has trouble
in their life and all will come through it one way or another. Nevertheless, many struggle with
self-pity, anger, bitterness or the like. But the one who loves God will eventually respond to
adversity the way Jesus did… with submissive resignation to His Father’s will and with merciful
forgiveness for those who wounded Him. Please respond correctly. Bitterness will poison you,
but forgiveness brings life. Even your most unbearable trial will work together for good!
Allah is Not Yahweh
There are many methods of evangelism… some good, others not so good. Wouldn’t it be best
to model Jesus? He preached to crowds and spoke with individuals. He healed the sick and cast
out demons. When people didn’t believe in Him, Jesus knew the Father had not drawn them
(John 6:44). He did not try to make His message more appealing. For sure the gospel is to be
packaged in the culture of the people but Jesus never compromised His message. To those
Christians trying to reach Muslims by saying that Allah and Yahweh are one and the same- you
are making a big mistake!
Amazing Testimonies
I want to share a few amazing things I’ve seen over the years to encourage your faith. I think
you will be blessed. In addition to the many miracles of healing and the operation of the other
gifts of the Holy Spirit, God has allowed me to experience genuine signs and wonders. It is
important that you know I’m just a regular guy who has fumbled and failed... but I love God
and have completely surrendered my life to Him. What I am saying is true… and describes
normal Christianity. Dear disciple, you can experience these things too.
•

We were preaching open air crusade meetings in the Philippines. The crowd was fainting
in the sweltering heat under a cloudless sky. I asked God for clouds to give relief to the
people. I kid you not… a very narrow band of clouds appeared in the sky, just enough to
cover the sun. They remained for the duration of the meeting and then dissipated.

•

I have traveled to many villages, in various countries that were in drought… no rain for
weeks or months. When we would go to these various locations, it would rain. I mean
sometimes it would pour! This recently happened again when we were in Kenya… and
then in Bethlehem, Israel where they had not had any rain in 7 months. Glory to God!

•

I was returning home from my usual weekly shopping and noticed I was almost home…
about 7 minutes earlier than usual. This was a curious thing because there was no
variation in route, traffic or speed… I was just there! Anyway, I pulled into my driveway
and there was a Mormon guy just coming from my neighbor’s porch. I was able to share
my testimony with him… and pray with him. God’s perfect timing.

•

We were in the Nairobi Game Park looking for the rhinos. The guide hadn’t seen them in
a few weeks… he thought they were in the valley. And then we saw them far off in the
distance. The guide said they were headed down to the valley again. “Lord, we would
like to see them,” I prayed, “please bring them here.” I tell you the rhinoceros turned
around, came all the way to us and stood in the road right in front of our van! Our God is
such a kind, loving Father.

•

I could fill pages with stories of God’s supernatural provision for ministry: My first
mission trip (5 countries in Africa) cost $3700. The Lord told me to specifically ask Him
for the entire amount. As I was flying home I tallied my expenses and found I had spent
$30 more than I had received in donations. No problem, right? But the Lord reminded
me that He would provide everything so I obediently asked Him for the remaining $30.
The day after I returned home 2 people came to my house separately… one gave me
$10 and the other gave $20… both saying they meant to give it before I left for Africa.
Glory! Since then I have been able to believe God for the finances for every trip He has
sent me on. He has also been faithful with personal expenses… from the needed quarter
that instantly appeared in my well searched empty pocket to the $20 bill that blew right
at my feet.

•

We were traveling at night on a narrow 2 lane road from Port-au-Prince to Gonaives,
Haiti. Our driver was really moving! We could see headlights approaching and then there
was a family on a donkey cart in our lane, just ahead of us. We all intersected at the
same place, same time. It was impossible for 3 vehicles to occupy this narrow, no
shoulder road… and yet we passed between the cart and the oncoming car. Our driver
then stopped the car and was trembling. “I was not steering the car!” he cried.
“Someone took the wheel from my hand.” (I have a few other divine accident prevention
stories.)

You must not think these things occurred because of my piety or holiness or anything like
that… but because of God’s amazing grace. Abandon your life to Jesus Christ and you too can
live a naturally supernatural life.
Amazing Wife
I had been feeling very sick for about a week… high fever, cough, really wiped out. We prayed
but the symptoms increased. My wife took me to a doctor and I was diagnosed with
pneumonia. The cool thing was my care provider was an African Christian! We spoke a little
Swahili together and I asked to pray for him and his ministry…for a fresh infilling of the Spirit
and other things. He was really touched and blessed. And then He prayed for me! Doesn’t get
much better than that! It is good to be in the family of God!
I also want to honor my wife for her loving care during my infirmity. I mean she prayed for me
often and went above and beyond the call of duty with genuine loving kindness and true
servanthood… with gentleness and a big smile. Even when I sweated through the sheets and
mattress cover (more than once) and shook our bed with chills and coughing several times a
night… she never complained once. And then she got up in the morning and went to work! You
are a precious wife, Lori… a gift from God!

America Needs Revival
Pride, envy, greed, selfishness, lust, anger… all of these can dwell in the heart of man. True
faith in Jesus Christ holds these things in check... in any given society. Remove the truth of the
gospel and they will flourish. What does that look like? Many of the children are raised without
fathers, drug addiction becomes pandemic, violence and murder increase, sexual perversion
and sexual disease run rampant… and the prison population explodes. Does any of this sound
familiar? America needs a spiritual revival. America needs Jesus! Continue to pray… and be
light in the darkness.
Dear disciple we are in serious trouble. We can’t hide our head in the sand and think the
government will make it all better. More states are now legalizing the use of drugs! If a foreign
country was invading our shores would you sit and watch TV? But something far worse is
happening. Millions of babies have been murdered and millions of youth have been taken
captive by the enemy. Earnestly pray for an increased outpouring of the Holy Spirit… with
conviction of sin and the gift of repentance. Tell others what God has done for you and offer to
pray for them. Remember, one little light in the midst of darkness can make a big difference.
“Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over
you, and His glory will be seen upon you” (Isaiah 60:1-2).
America Will Decline
Something to consider: God loves America and He loves every country, every people.
Throughout church history the Lord gave spiritual revivals in several European nations…
afterwards they influenced the culture and the world. Then when these nations declined
spiritually and morally God gave prominence to another. America was founded upon JudeoChristian principles and was greatly blessed but now we murder our children, promote
homosexuality and lust after pornography and every type of sensuality. Why would we think
that we are exempt from the lessons of history? If the Lord should tarry… without repentance
and a spiritual revival, America will decline and God will raise up another nation to lead.
America is known for its freedom… and freedom is surely a gift from God. But please consider
this carefully: Should we use our freedom to do what is immoral and displeasing to God? How
sad if our quest for freedom is the very thing that becomes our downfall. Continue to pray for
conviction of sin, the gift of repentance and a glorious revival.
Nevertheless, I believe the Lord is leading me to say that He doesn’t want you to focus on the
decline of America. He needs you to focus on Him and on those all around you that need Him.
He wants you to learn to walk in the Spirit. If you are fixed on each negative event you will
become angry and frustrated and most likely respond carnally. Of course, you should pray and
vote, but trust in God and lay these burdens at His feet. He has an awesome plan that will soon
be evident. Our hope is in the Lord!
Anonymous Confession
Years ago, I worked part time at a secular drug rehab. I also did a Sunday service there… doing
worship and giving a message. Many would pray to receive Christ or rededicate their life to
Him. Praise God! But the Lord showed me something new… anonymous confession! James 5:16
tells us, “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be
healed…” After repenting to God, telling someone your sin can relieve guilt and bring healing to
your soul.

Unfortunately, we are usually too ashamed to tell someone. The Lord gave me a great plan: In
the rehab meeting room I would stand in a corner facing the wall and have the patients stand
in line behind me. One at a time they would come forward privately confessing their sins. I
could not see their face and they could not see mine. This allowed them the freedom to confess
their deepest secrets. I would pray for them… and they were set free! Yes, with weeping and
great joy! Our God is so good. He wants us to be healed.
Ask the Lord about this. How can we implement something like this in our fellowships?
I am not suggesting that you need to confess to a minister to have your sins forgiven. God will
surely forgive your sins if you ask Him. We are speaking of the associated guilt that
accompanies sin. This is what James is speaking of. Guilt can surely make you sick. “Confess
your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed…”
Answered Prayer
You may have been feeling that God is not answering your prayers. The enemy has been using
this deception to diminish your faith and keep you from praying. Let's believe the truth: "If you
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for
you.” John 15:7 “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” 1John 5:14-15
Apostles... Governing the Church
"And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins
and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined. But new wine must be put into new wineskins,
and both are preserved. And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he
says, `The old is better.' " Luke 5:37-39
There is a shift in progress and it is gaining momentum. Can you see it? Church government is
now in flux; God is pouring His new wine into new wineskins and this is not without
precedence. Throughout history we have seen paradigm shifts in the way God governs His
people. In the wilderness He sought to lead them Himself. Later, He used Judges. Then, He
consented to give them a King. In the New Testament we see the Church of Jesus established
upon the rock of apostolic authority - it was then governed by Rome. After the Reformation,
state run churches were birthed and denominational government, in its many forms, became
the norm. In fact, the Omniscient One used denominations to govern His Church and advance
His Kingdom for nearly 400 years.
Nevertheless, another paradigmatic change is in progress. For the past 30 years independent
churches have been springing up everywhere. Millions of believers gather together apart from
denominational affiliation and this movement is growing by leaps and bounds. Much of the
work of the Church is being done without denominational oversight. Instead, powerful, regional
and national networks are being formed, overseen by modern day apostles and prophets. God
is up to something! C. Peter Wagner, in his book Changing Church calls this new era the
Second Apostolic Age. Could God be restoring the apostle and prophet to lead the Church in
our day? Consider this scripture: “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ” Eph.4:11-13

It seems a bit strange that the contemporary Church has accepted the ministry of the pastor,
teacher and the evangelist, but boldly declares the apostle and prophet to be obsolete, that
they are no longer needed. Oh really? Let’s look at this passage again. These ministry gifts
were given to the body for equipping and edifying the saints ‘till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ.” It is quite obvious that we as a body are not there yet, and these
ministry gifts are still needed. Therefore, it is completely illogical to acknowledge three of these
five-fold ministry gifts and discount the other two.
In fact, the Lord has never removed these offices, they have been with us all along. We’ve
merely renamed them. Those with titles like Bishop and Pastor, Administrator, Teacher and
Evangelist have been operating as prophets and apostles… to a lesser or greater degree.
Unfortunately, they have seldom been recognized as such by the mainstream, and have often
been persecuted for espousing their prophetic truths and demonstrating apostolic authority.
Modern day apostles are emerging, beloved. Many are already in place. God has been
preparing them in His fiery crucible. These are the bold ones with a “Kingdom” view. Their eyes
are fixed on the Master; they refuse to acquiesce to the ways of man. They see the battle in
the heavenlies and wage war, taking back what the enemy has stolen. They seek to advance
the Kingdom and transform their society. They are servant leaders walking humbly, but with
God-given authority. They are dying to self, willing to be considered as nothing in order to
fulfill the purposes of God. Perhaps you are one of these. What has God been saying to you?
Maybe it’s time to accept your calling!
“For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we
have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's
sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but
we are dishonored! Even to the present hour we both hunger and thirst and we are poorly
clothed, and beaten, and homeless. And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled,
we bless; being persecuted, we endure it; being defamed, we entreat. We have been made as
the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until now.” 1Cor.4:9-13
Apostolic Councils Arise!
Although the states of Tennessee and Alabama have apostolic councils, many of those sitting
on these councils, including myself, do not have city-wide or region-wide councils that are in
place and operating. I have been a part of local movements in the past that have focused on
prayer and fellowship, but they never evolved into what they were supposed to become-an
apostolic council of pastors, leaders, businessmen, etc. that would convene to sit in the
presence of the Lord and hear what He is saying and strategizing over their area. This entails
much more than social action, although that is a part of the strategy. Whether it was fear of
what others might think, false humility, or something else, many were not willing to take the
step to become a "voice" of strategic input into a region. Some thought this would appear to be
"arrogant." Was the apostle Paul arrogant when he referred to himself as an apostle? That term
meant something much different than it does today.
Many think of apostles as some holy man or woman who walks four feet off the ground and
glows in the dark! Apostles are foundational to the body of Christ, both in ministry and person.
The word "apostle" was the only one of the five-fold ministry that was not taken from a
"religious" terminology. The etymology of the word "apostle" goes back thousands of years
before the first advent, and it meant a "general" who led an army or armada into battle.

The word "ecclesia," translated "Church," came from a classic Greek word that described
elected magistrates who made and decided on the policy of a city or locality. They declared war
and made peace, treaties, and alliances. They were responsible for military actions and raising
finances to support the work. The Church and its leadership is supposed to be ruling and
reigning through intimacy, worship, and prayer (priestly function), hearing strategy (prophetic
function), then training, equipping, mobilizing, and supplying the carrying out of the strategies
(apostolic function).
Apostles, apostolic ministries, and councils are arising, which means the Lord is calling the
body of Christ to war. And this is not a war we will lose, but win, if we get in place, submit to
God's order, and obey the strategies He will release as He takes His seat as Judge over cities,
regions, and nations. The power of the enemy will be broken and transformation will quickly
come!
Acts 13:1-4 gives a Biblical precedent and model for apostolic councils operating. As the elders
(recognized leaders by the Holy Spirit) came together to fellowship, worship (minister to the
Lord), pray, and fast, the Lord gave clear, implicit direction and strategy. This model for
apostolic councils should be embraced, but there should be much room left for allowing the
Holy Spirit to adjust meeting times. Many leader's meetings that I have been a part of majored
on fellowship and "backslapping." These are great and very necessary for the unity of the
Spirit, but they must move on! It is time to come together with the expressed purpose of
seeking the heart and mind of the Lord. The Church must receive key strategies to execute a
winning war over the souls and regions to which the Lord will call us to account.
The traditional model of the pastor in a local church with duties centered around man must
come to an end. Although each local fellowship needs strong pastoral guidance and ministry,
we must recognize that there are many apostolic men and women who cannot fulfill their
callings because of the demands placed on them. This needs to change and "old wineskins"
must be broken off of the minds and hearts of God's people. Many are being called to leave the
comfort of the old to be released to fulfill the calling of the Lord, not only on their lives, but
also on their cities and regions.
Apostolic councils are to begin convening, seeking the Lord as in Acts 13, and then releasing
the decrees and strategies the Lord gives. Many with a traditional mindset will reject it, and will
probably even mock and persecute it. Regardless, these apostolic councils must have the will to
see this happen, because our lives and regions will increasingly depend upon it as we near the
end of the age. The Army must be gathered!
Joel 3:9-13 is a passage of Scripture that is pertinent to the time we have entered. The prophet
admonishes the leaders to "Proclaim this among the nations: 'Prepare for war! Wake up the
mighty men, let all the men of war draw near, let them come up'" (verse 9). As these apostolic
councils begin to arise and seek the Lord together, warfare will be engaged as the Lord begins
to seat Himself and His authority over their cities, states, and regions. This WILL mobilize the
body of Christ as the army of God. MANY of the saints are WAITING for strategy and orders! If
the leaders will get into proper place and alignment, the rest of the true body of Christ will
also. As we do this, resources will begin to be released by the Lord to establish what needs to
happen… Mike McClung, Director heart ACTS Ministries / IHOP Knoxville

Appropriating Grace
“And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant with faith and love which are in Christ
Jesus” 1Tim. 1:14
Of course, you know that the standard definition for grace is unmerited favor… unearned,
undeserved loving benevolence toward us! The frequent use of this word assumes that we
comprehended its meaning; but do we really? I mean, is it given proportionately, in measure…
more or less, now and again? Is it given to all? Does it mean that something just happens
without effort on your part? Let’s take a look at this: Some would like to think something just
happens without effort on your part, and use it as an excuse for a lack of diligence or
commitment. Others apply effort apart from the grace to do God’s specified will, and they fail.
So, it is clear that we are not speaking of self-effort, but an intricate weaving of grace and
Spirit-led effort and Holy Spirit empowerment.
When speaking of Salvation, grace means the free gift of God, paid in full by the blood of
Jesus, no human effort whatsoever. But if a humble student, graduates cum laude, they would
tell us it was by the grace of God; and yet great effort was applied. Or, an overweight person,
by God’s grace, was able to lose those extra pounds. Was effort applied? You can be sure it
was… and lots of it. But with God’s help (grace) it was possible to go to the gym on a regular
basis, and stay on the diet.
This leads us to the next question- timing. Was grace always available, or was it given at a
specific time (and that’s why the favorable results occurred)? Interesting thought, isn’t it? The
answer: both yes and no. Yes, God’s timing surely comes into play; and according to His
purposes, additional grace may be given. Nevertheless, man’s willingness to respond to grace
must be taken into consideration…. Grace is always available to accomplish God’s will, but it
may not always be appropriated. Paul surely understood this when he wrote, “... and His grace
toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the
grace of God which was with me” (1Cor. 15:10).
It is important to know that God resists the proud…. but His grace is abundantly available to
everyone who will humble themselves (James 4:6). You cannot see it, touch or taste it;
nonetheless, like gravity, you can recognize and feel its effects. Grace abounds- it surrounds
you and is readily available to you. With it you can receive healing, strength, the fortitude to
overcome and the ability to do mighty exploits in the name of the Lord. However, beloved, it
must be appropriated and acted upon in faith, by the leading of the Holy Spirit.
If you would simply grasp this truth, you could earnestly say “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me.”
What does all of this mean, dear disciple? Listen for the prompting of the Holy Spirit; move
forward in faith utilizing the abundant grace provided to you. Be diligent and apply your best
effort.
Are You Weary?
Are you weary or discouraged today? God wants you to know that He hears your prayers and
sees your tears. He is so near to you! He is now restoring your hope and reminds you that He
will fulfill every promise He has made to you. Take a rest from the striving… and continue to
believe Him. He also wants you to know: “These dry bones CAN and WILL live!”

Areopagus Ministry
Before leaving for Greece (This trip was a gift… thank you Debbie and Greg!) I had a strong
desire to preach on Mars Hill (the Areopagus) in Athens. This is where Apostle Paul spoke to
the philosophers of Athens (Acts 17). The Lord confirmed it… and by His grace I proclaimed the
gospel of Jesus Christ in this very place. What an awesome and humbling experience! There
were about 35 tourists there at that time and 5 raised their hand to accept Christ. Lori and I
also prayed for 2 of them to be filled with the Spirit! God will use you if you are willing. Allow
Him to stretch you beyond your comfort zone. You will be wonderfully surprised.
Around the World With $80
I left home hoping the $300 in my pocket would be enough. I was embarking on a month long,
round the world trip to establish IAM Discipleship Schools in the Philippines, India and London.
My friend’s car died on the way to the airport in New York City and it cost me $150 for a cab
from Poughkeepsie. (Just made it on time!) And then it cost $70 in excess baggage fees for the
curriculum I was carrying. Around the world with $80? Are you kidding? God really does have a
sense of humor. Nevertheless, I was forced to depend on Him and He cared for me as a son;
my Father provided EVERYTHING I needed. He will do the same for you!
Ascending to the Lowest Place
"And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a
manger." Luke 2:12
How we long to see the Glory of God made manifest as in the days of Solomon, when the glory
cloud filled the temple. His presence was so intense, so tangible, that the priests could not
stand to minister (2Chr. 5:13-14). We have sought His face in special meetings and they have
been very good, but never as glorious as we desired. How can we see God’s glory made
manifest in the world today?
Dear disciple, understand the lowly state in which Jesus came, “wrapped in swaddling cloths,
lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12). His glory was made manifest in humility... He became a
servant. Can you imagine the King of Glory washing feet?
Do you truly want to see His glory? The glory of God will probably not fall upon the
comfortable. Seek for His glory by descending to the lowest place. This is what Jesus did. Go to
the prisons and hospitals, streets and ghettos of this world. Find the darkest of places and see
Him shine brightly as you minister to those in desperate need. (The gifts of the Spirit operate
best outside of the church!) Go in humility; go in lowliness… wash feet! His power is
demonstrated in your weakness and His love in your servanthood. If you cannot get lower than
peripheral religious activity, you will probably miss the awesome display of His manifest
presence. Ascend to the lowest place and behold the glory of God!
Assurance of Your Salvation
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may
know that you have eternal life…” (1John 5:13).
Apostle John told believers they could be certain of eternal life. They can say with confidence,
“I know that I’m going to Heaven.” Nevertheless, a large segment of Christianity has a problem
with this. They consider it to be arrogant and proud to declare this assurance because of a
faulty concept called ‘works righteousness’. If you believe that you must somehow earn your

salvation by doing good things then someone claiming to be sure of heaven would be saying,
“I’m so good that I deserve to be in heaven.” In fact, they are saying the opposite.
Salvation is the free gift of God paid in full by the shed blood of Jesus. It is a gift to you
because God offered His only Son to suffer and die in your place. Jesus earned your salvation;
you must simply receive it. It is not arrogance but humility to admit that you can do nothing to
save yourself. Unfortunately, some feel this is too easy. They believe they must do something
to merit the gift. Think about that for a minute. It would not be a gift if it was earned; it would
be a payment. The Word of God clearly says: “...but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 6:23
You can be sure of this: You are saved by grace, not works. There will be no boasting in
heaven about your accomplishments. Yes, there will be rewards for good works, but no one will
enter heaven because they deserve to be there. You will be in heaven because of Jesus, His
sacrifice and His love. If you think otherwise, you have not understood what Paul wrote to the
Ephesians: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Eph. 2:8-9
Assurance of salvation brings you peace and your good deeds spring forth from a heart of love
gratitude rather than striving to be good enough. Striving is bondage, my friend... working day
after day to somehow attain eternal life in heaven. You have been saved by Jesus, saved to the
utmost. Receive His gift, remain in Him and rejoice with full assurance. Dear disciple, be sure
to teach these things.
At the Foot of the Cross
Pastor Jay Francis and I were in Israel to encourage a friend and we took a secular tour of
Jerusalem. We went to the sight of the crucifixion and I stood in awe of God's loving mercy.
And then the Lord asked me to be His witness there. I agreed to do it but asked Him to make
an opening for me to speak. When we came down the stairs the tour leader looked directly at
me and asked if I had a question. I told her I didn’t but asked if I could say something. She
happily agreed and then I shared my testimony… literally at the foot of where Jesus was
crucified! (Just remembering this brings tears to my eyes.) During lunch a Jewish man asked if
what I said was true and wanted to know more. Later, on the bus, the tour leader also asked
questions. What an awesome privilege! Our God is so good! Please pray for the peace of
Jerusalem.
Atlantic City Boardwalk Preaching
Some years ago, my family was in Atlantic City for a work-related seminar. I awoke in the hotel
with the words “Boardwalk” and “Park Place” in my mind. I mused at the memory of the many
games of Monopoly I played as a boy. During my morning prayers the Lord said He wanted me
to preach to the tourists so I stepped outside. Not wanting to preach right in front of the hotel I
walked down a block and asked the Lord if this was a good place to preach. I looked up at the
street sign… no kidding, I was at the corner of Boardwalk and Park Place! I then preached the
Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Lord will also guide you today.
Awesome, Magnificent, Glorious God
"Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments and His ways past finding out! For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who
has become His counselor? Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him? For of
Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen."Rom.11:33-36

As we recognize the need for Revival and Reformation, here is another truth that must be
restored to the Church: many of us have learned of the Father's love and His heart of mercy.
This is wonderful and true. However, in so doing, it seems some have minimized the teaching
of His majesty and splendor, His awesome power and might, His holiness and righteousness. I
mean our God is AWESOME! This word has been used to describe many things, but there is
only One who is truly AWESOME. Ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of
thousands of angels (over 100 million!) are around His throne. And from His throne proceed
lightnings and thunderings; His voice is like many waters. He hears and answers millions of
prayers simultaneously and issues millions of commands at once sustaining the universe. All
praise and glory and honor to our awesome, glorious God!
When John saw the glorified Christ, he fell at His feet as dead. Remember, this was the same
John who had leaned upon Jesus' breast. "His head and hair were white like wool, as white as
snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace,
and His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its
strength" (Rev. 1:14-16). Have you pictured your God like this? You will not approach Him with
a common familiarity as though He were a mere man, as if He were a nice white-bearded
grandfather. He is the Author of Life, the Creator of ALL things! Consider some of His glorious
attributes:
Our God is eternal. He never had a beginning; He will have no end. Does this not blow your
mind? Every atom, every galaxy, the intricacies of nature - biology, chemistry, astrophysics,
molecular genetics, the workings of the mind and the emotions, the interactions of man with
creation and with each other… all of these conceived by the Godhead, the incomprehensible allwise Trinity! The thought of it causes me to worship! Our God is also holy, gloriously perfect
and infallible. He has never made a mistake and yet He is patient with our weaknesses; He is
merciful and forgiving… sacrificing His only Son for our redemption. Our God is love.
Dear Believer, believe in an awesome, magnificent, glorious God and declare His marvelous
attributes. He is Lord over all circumstances, in control of all things. Love Him with all of your
heart and reverence Him with godly fear. Stand in awe of His mighty power and be forever
captivated by His astounding beauty. Our God is a consuming fire!
"And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a
rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. And from the throne proceeded
lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which
are the seven Spirits of God. The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes
around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: 'Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!' Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders
fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and
cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 'You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were
created.'"Rev.4:3,5, 8-11
Babes Must Be Tested
A babe in the Lord, filled with the Holy Spirit, can operate powerfully in the gifts of the Spirit
and can even do miracles! Nevertheless, they will be led into the wilderness to be tested, as
Jesus was, and refined through failure like Peter. To consistently bear fruit in God’s kingdom
breaking and pruning are essential… to empty “self-life” and produce humility, perseverance
and fruits of the Spirit. Please understand the ways of God. He wants to encourage you today.

Back to Tarsus
“When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to
Tarsus.” Acts 9:30
Paul was on fire. He had been gloriously transformed on the Damascus road where He had a
personal encounter with Jesus Himself! He was filled with the Holy Spirit through the hands of
Ananias and began to preach in power. Paul spent time in the desert relearning the ways of
God and then went to Jerusalem. Who could refute him? He was a “Hebrew of Hebrews.” It
would seem that Paul’s ministry was flourishing, and then it happened; they “sent him out to
Tarsus.”
Tarsus, as you know, was Paul’s birthplace, his hometown. Anointed by the Spirit, zealous and
ready to fulfill his calling? Not exactly. He was sent back to Tarsus to escape the wrath of angry
Jews, yes, but maybe for another reason. A God-ordained preparation was in progress.
What was this great man of God doing in Tarsus? It appears that he made tents. Can you
imagine his frustration? “Lord, I thought that You called me to be a light to the Gentiles.” I’m
sure, Paul taught and preached in the surrounding regions of Cilicia, but what about the
fullness of his call? Scholars estimate Paul’s time in Tarsus to be about ten years. Did you know
that? Perhaps Paul spent this time in prayer. Maybe he was learning to be led by the Spirit and
not by his own zeal. Surely, he must have been frustrated as he waited and wondered about
the “light to the Gentiles” prophesy. Maybe like you are now.
What have you been doing while in your Tarsus? Make it a profitable period, my friend. Spend
time with Jesus, become intimate with Him. Hide His Word in your heart and take advantage of
opportunities to do good. You must not promote yourself. In fact, self is crushed in Tarsus.
Waiting accomplishes many purposes. Do you have the proper perspective yet? You thought
you were something, now you are beginning to understand who you really are.
And then appeared Barnabus. “Come to Antioch,” he said. Paul spent a year in Antioch learning
how to “do church” and then Paul and Barnabus were sent out to the Gentiles. The rest is
history. There is something very special ahead for you too, lover of God. Trust Him. “‘Shall I
bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?’ says the Lord. ‘Shall I who cause delivery
shut up the womb?’ says your God” (Is. 66:9).
Be All You Can Be
For all those who have sinned but have now come back to the Lord: You wonder if God still has
good plans for you after you failed. You know He forgives you but wonder if you will be limited
in serving Him. Consider this: if your son or daughter took a wrong turn and now they are
trying to get it right, wouldn’t you want them to become all they could possibly be? Of course,
you would! Father God is making a way for you, my friend. His plans for you have not been
diminished. Step forward into your destiny!
Be Filled with the Holy Spirit
Over the years I have seen God do incredible things, genuine miracles including the blind
seeing, the deaf hearing and those who could not walk leaping with joy. I have witnessed
hundreds of pastors falling to the floor simultaneously crying, laughing and trembling and
children weeping and repenting under strong conviction of sin without preaching repentance. I
have also seen many lives changed, addicts delivered, the weak made strong.

In India I saw Muslims and Hindus overcome by the Spirit, falling on top of one another. They
had never been exposed to Pentecostalism. During that same meeting a well-known criminal
repented and was filled with the Spirit, speaking in tongues. In Australia a denominational
leader came to our meeting prepared to discredit the ministry. He was sovereignly overtaken
by the Spirit, fell out of his chair and lay on the floor prophesying for hours. You will never
convince me that the gifts of the Spirit are not for today. You need to be filled with the Spirit of
God. Ask Him now to fill you to overflowing with His Spirit.
Becoming All Things to All Men
“For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the
more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the
law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law to those who are without
law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I
might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some”
(1Cor.9:19-22). This scripture is filled with Godly wisdom. Today, ask the Lord how you can
apply this in your own life to reach those you will encounter.
Being Protective?
Those who exhort, preach or teach about spiritual Revival are currently on a collision course
with some of the church leaders. How can this be? Surely, we all want to see a vibrant,
effective Church coming forth in this hour… to accomplish the purposes of God. Perhaps this
writing will help avert some unnecessary offenses.
Dear Church leader, please know that you are greatly appreciated. Many of God’s faithful
servants have willingly sacrificed everything for the flock. Thank you for what you have done;
you are a blessing. It is also important for you to know that the true revivalist loves the Church
as much as you do. He or she is not a judgmental critic, but a “friend of the Bridegroom”
desiring to present to Him a beautiful, spotless bride. There is no self-righteousness, or sense
of superiority… only a servant’s heart that seeks the very best for the Church.
Nevertheless, there are some leaders who are very protective of the Church… and rightfully so.
But this puts them at odds with the one who seeks to expose lukewarmness and the many
other whitewashed sins of the Bride. Do you understand? A loving pastor would say, “It’s not
that bad; there are many in my church who truly love God.” “They are doing the best they can;
don’t be so hard on them.” Comments like these flow from a heart filled with genuine concern
for the saints. Keep in mind, however, a loving parent wants to see the best in their children,
even when they are totally out of line…. and especially when someone else is pointing out their
faults.
Throughout Church history there were some who failed to see what God was doing and did not
perceive the need for repentance and revolutionary change. During the 19th century, the
Church leaders in Albany, NY refused to allow Charles Finney to preach his revival message of
repentance. How unfortunate for the people of Albany. Finney moved up the Mohawk River and
a glorious outpouring of God’s Spirit fell in Utica and Rochester, etc. The Church was revived
and multitudes were saved, healed and delivered!
The Church of Jesus Christ is in serious trouble, just as it was in Finney’s day. We must come
to realize how far we have fallen, how far away we are from loving God above ALL things and
loving our neighbor as ourselves. Many in the Master’s flock remain lambs when they should be
maturing… and most Christians in our culture don’t even know what a fully alive, red-hot

church looks like. Nevertheless, there are numerous congregations like this all over the world…
believers who pray all night long, witness at the risk of imprisonment, and give all they have to
those in need. This is normal Christianity! Do not be offended when we speak the truth; the
Church in America desperately needs Revival! Your church needs Revival.
Herald the call to true discipleship and radical commitment; bring the people to repentance and
maturity. This is not the time to be protective; see what the Master is doing in this hour. The
flagrant sin and increased social problems that deluge our nation are the direct result of the
church’s lack of prayer, our disobedience and lukewarmness. We offer lip service most of the
time. We do not love God above all things.
To those who love the Church- know that there must be a big change if we are to complete the
assignment that God has entrusted to us. Thousands in every region need salvation; thousands
more need healing and deliverance. This monumental task has been placed in our hands and it
is quite obvious that the current methods have borne very little fruit. What should we do? Pour
your effort into prayer; cry out in desperation. Fight! Break the strongholds of the enemy! The
Lord is requiring us to fight! Please call God’s people to repentance. We must have Revival!
"I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So
then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.
Because you say, `I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' --and do not
know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- I counsel you to buy from Me
gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed,
that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve,
that you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent.”
Rev. 3:15-19
Benefits of Tithing
When you tithe (give 10% of your gross income to God) you are choosing to put God first in
your life… ahead of your own needs and desires. Tithing takes you to new levels of faith and
stimulates spiritual growth. You can give your service and your time but until you give your
money you will miss this deeper level of trust. Yes, you can be a Christian without tithing; you
are not under law, but if you want a deeper walk and a naturally supernatural life, try tithing.
Are you fearful or reluctant? Start with 5% and gradually increase to a full tithe. God will bless
all giving, but tithing opens new levels of provision and spiritual maturity!
When God gives us a way to open the windows of heaven and we decline His offer, why should
we complain about our lack of blessing or be jealous of the one who is blessed? “Bring all the
tithes into the storehouse… and prove Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "If I will not
open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be
room enough to receive it.” Mal. 3:10
Have you learned how to give? Giving is not only for those with extra money. “...and He saw
also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. So He said, ‘Truly I say to you that this poor
widow has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for
God, but she out of her poverty has put in all the livelihood that she had.’” Luke 21:2-4 "Give,
and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over
will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back
to you" Luke 6:38… The disciple of Jesus should be a generous giver.

Bigger, Better, More
Your soul probably won’t like this teaching but it will cause your spirit-life to flourish: The ways
of the Kingdom are not “bigger is better,” but smaller. Less is more… lower, not higher. Do you
understand? The wonderful mysteries of Kingdom life are contrary to the ways of the world:
you must give to receive, humble yourself to be exalted, serve to be great, die to self to truly
live in Christ… and “many who are first will be last, and the last first” (Matt. 19:30).
Have you been thinking that you were being prepared for something BIG? Perhaps, but please
remember in God’s way of thinking small is big… and something lower is really GREAT! Will you
choose to glorify God in those things that you consider to be mundane and ordinary?
Take your big ideas and dreams of success and lay them at His feet now. Open your spiritual
eyes to see the many ways that you can glorify the Lord in the seemingly insignificant things
that you do: loving your spouse and children, taking the time to listen to someone in trouble,
giving out of your own need, helping your neighbor, praying for a co-worker. Beloved, these
things please the Lord and bring Him glory. No one knows; no one sees… only God. Remember,
servanthood is the doorway to true greatness!
Dear disciple, the Almighty has used a donkey to preach and the rocks could surely cry out in
praise. Great and mighty things can be accomplished in an instant through anyone whom the
Lord chooses, but who will remain faithful in the little things? The Master would have no
shortage of ministers if they were asked to preach to thousands, but are you willing to spend
your life ministering to a few?
When you talk big and desire big there are usually other factors involved: self wants to be
gratified… and pride is knocking at the door. Do you desire success for the purpose of
impressing others or to feel good about yourself? Or, is it all for the glory of God? Let’s be
honest.
Be careful, saint, God may call you to something BIG, but it will require your deliberate
attention to humble yourself and remain small in your own eyes! It should also be noted that
some will use humility as an excuse not to lead. You must never shirk from any God-given
responsibility. A place of prominence can be very lowly.
Blaming God?
When you find yourself blaming God for something please remember He is never wrong and
never late. He never makes a mistake. His ways are always perfect. You may feel that your
expectations have not been met. Amen? Let’s think about this. If God's plan and timing are
perfect then your expectations are not part of His plan (or you are wanting to have something
before He plans to give it?). How much better to simply trust Him. Your Father loves you
perfectly.
Boasting of My Weakness
While shopping, the Lord led me to 3 people. I spoke of God’s love, gave a word of knowledge
and followed up on a word I gave 2 weeks ago. Sowing seeds and watering today. Nothing too
exciting but a lot better than just keeping silent. I share these things to let you know that if I
can do this you can too. I get anxious and sometimes feel intimidated when the Lord stirs me
to approach someone. I have learned to just do it quickly… before I talk myself out of it. I’m
glad to boast of my weakness so that you won’t use yours as an excuse.

Over the years I have trained many to do street ministry… and evangelism in general. Some of
you went to the streets with me, some to the nations. Are you still being light and salt in this
world? I fully understand how we can get sidetracked, but it is definitely the time to let your
light shine again. The Lord will give the grace, strength, anointing and power. Ask Him now.
Bond Slave
While reading Exodus 21 about the bond slave, the words jumped off the page. I knew the Lord
was asking if I would surrender EVERYTHING to Him for the rest of my life and be satisfied with
what He alone would provide. I then realized I had been serving the Lord for 6 years and would
soon be entering my 7th (the same year that a slave was to make that decision). Wow! Could I
surrender all of my rights? I did not answer Him lightly, but decided to fast and pray. My usual
retreat house wasn’t available so I ended up in place that used to be a seminary. It was there,
where others had surrendered their life that I became a bondservant of Jesus Christ. I have not
always been faithful to my Master, but He has ALWAYS been faithful to me and my family. I
cannot even begin to tell you of His marvelous kindness, love and supernatural provision!
Praise His wonderful name!
Several years later my wife and I had been caring for an elderly couple… and they both died a
few months apart. We now had no job and no money. Their family handed us an envelope after
the funeral and while driving home we found their check for $2,500! We praised God and began
to speak of His faithfulness. I recounted the stories of His provision and how I became His
bondservant. To my surprise, I looked up and we were driving past that old seminary… the
very place where I surrendered my life to become His bondservant. How awesome is our God!
Boot Camp
“For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us, as silver is refined. You brought us into
the net; You laid affliction on our backs. You have caused men to ride over our heads; we went
through fire and through water; but You brought us out to rich fulfillment.” (Psalm 66:10-12)
If there ever was a question about the severity of God’s love, let it be forever dispelled. Read
this scripture again. He loves you so much that He will stretch and break you until you are
conformed to the image of Christ, even like a drill sergeant preparing men for war.
Every soldier hates boot camp because it is extremely intense… mentally, emotionally, and
physically. Endurance is tested to the limit. But after having survived a firefight they are very
grateful for the training that saved their life. Do you think the servant of God should be any
less equipped? Yes, God has been strict with you at times but His work in you is True love.
When the training seems unbearable, run to your Father’s arms. He will comfort and encourage
you and then send you out again to complete the course. This is true Love.
I watched my friend train to be a physician. The endurance and sacrifice required was
incredible. In class all day, on call at night, little or no money and it was VERY difficult. And he
was only preparing to become a doctor. What preparation do you think would be adequate to
fulfill your destiny as the bride of Christ… to rule and reign with Him? “Therefore, we do not
lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed
day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 2Corinthians 4:16-17

Breast Tumor Healed in Proxy
A woman at church asked for prayer for her daughter. Tests revealed she had a breast mass
with tentacles. (You know this is serious.) There was also a family history of cancer. My wife
and I prayed for the mother standing in proxy for her daughter… and there was a strong
presence of the Holy Spirit. She was powerfully touched! The following Sunday the woman
testified that her daughter went for additional tests. They repeated the test 3 times and found
absolutely nothing! All praise and glory to Jesus Christ. He is our healer!
Bringing Fruit to Maturity
“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who
hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the
word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall
away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and
are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones
that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.” Luke 8:11-15
This is an old familiar passage, isn’t it? I like the way Luke writes - just a little different than
the others. I was reading this again today and a few things jumped out. Instead of seeing
these verses in regard to salvation, I can now see that it’s also about bearing fruit that
remains. I mean every Christian is given many opportunities to produce fruit here on earth and
lay up treasure in heaven. Every servant of God is meant to bear fruit that remains… according
to their gifts, talents and calling. Do you understand? What is happening with your fruit
bearing?
Most likely you have gotten past the seed by the “wayside” so we won’t speak about that.
Everyone struggles with temptation at one time or another, but I’m pretty sure God’s seed has
taken root in you so you probably didn’t have the seed of truth planted on the “rock.”
Nevertheless, there are many who are dealing with the “ones that fell among thorns… those
that “are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.”
Pay attention to this part, beloved “and bring no fruit to maturity.” Do you see what is implied?
You are supposed to be bringing fruit to maturity! God has given you an opportunity, even an
assignment to bring fruit to maturity. Sure, it becomes difficult at times; sure, you may even
want to quit. And most assuredly the cares, riches and pleasures will beg to distract you. Dear
disciple, you must not allow this to happen… again. Complete your assignment. How many
servants of God have been called to do a work of mercy or evangelism or to disciple others and
when the going gets tough they become distracted or discouraged and give up. You must not
be one of these.
“But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble
and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.” Another Greek translation of the word
patience is endurance. Will you endure past all obstacles and distractions? You are called to
bring fruit to maturity. Endurance is the character quality that separates the men from the
boys. Many start a work but few finish it. Fewer still finish with true love and passion. Yes,
there will be upsets and wounds; you may even fall down while running this race. Get up and
keep running!

It’s not too late, my friend. You may remember an opportunity that has slipped by or a time
when you quit before the job was complete. Maybe you even justified yourself… but it’s not too
late. Every experience, every failure or success has been preparing you for the day that lies
just ahead. Seize the moment, lay hold of the next God-given opportunity and do it with all of
your heart, for as long as it takes. The word of God was planted in your heart on good ground.
You are destined to bear fruit that remains. Of course, you know we must also be bearing the
Fruit of the Spirit!
Brokenness
“For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart--These, O God, You will not
despise.” Psalm 51:16-17
There has been much said about brokenness, but what does it actually mean. In the worldly
sense, ‘broken’ means something in need of fixing. But in the spirit realm, brokenness is a very
good thing; it is God ‘fixing’ you. The Almighty will cause (or allow) circumstances that will
eventually bring you to completely surrender yourself to Him. Do you understand? Like a wild
horse that is now sensitive to its rider’s touch… turning right or left, stopping or proceeding at
his gentle command. This is Spirit-led living.
There is no place for the self-willed person in God’s kingdom. The Lord, He is God, the
sovereign King… In His Kingdom all things are done according to His will, His way, for His glory!
But His ways are not the tyrannical demands of a dictator; they are the benevolent, life-giving
directions of a loving Father.
Brokenness does not come about merely by enduring a calamity, (It is not a ‘one-time’ event.)
or even a series of difficult situations. Unfortunately, some will come to the other side of their
stormy sea, filled with self-pity, bitterness and resentment. This is the epitome of pride.
Brokenness, beloved, is a way of life. It is a decision of your will, a choice that you make, day
after day, to completely surrender to God’s plans and purposes.
Very few will come to complete abandonment without being crushed in the winepress of the
Lord. ‘Self-life’ usually refuses to submit to God’s will… and the testing becomes more difficult.
Unless God helped bring about (or allowed) the intense pressure that removes ‘self,’ who would
ever go to the deepest depths of brokenness?
What is brokenness, beloved? It is simply this: walking humbly in the presence of God and
man, being quick to admit and confess our sins before all, freely forgiving those who have
offended us, being willing, at a moment’s notice, to accomplish the will of God, (going, staying,
giving, doing), no matter what the cost… and to continue in this way of life until we behold Him
face to face. Brokenness is foundational for every true disciple.
Building Relationships
If you shop or dine regularly at the same places I encourage you to develop a conversational
relationship with a few of the employees. You can talk about anything at first, but after a while
mention something about God. The next time, offer to pray for them. You get my point. Soon
they will be sharing their needs and you can point them to Jesus... or invite them to church.
Also, pray for them between visits and watch God soften their heart.

I spoke with a new cashier about the Lord and was able to share my testimony with a young
clerk stocking the shelves. I had prayed for him before and now he wanted to know more… also
prophesied into his life. This was a very good encounter! On my way home, the Lord stirred me
to stop at Subway even though I wasn’t buying anything. I told the 2 employees the Lord
wanted me to stop… and they were very happy to receive prayer. One of them, wiping tears
and shining with joy said, “Wow, I just felt something powerful come into me!” Thank you, Holy
Spirit for all that you do! Dear disciple, let your light shine!
Burnout
When I was 58, I began to burn out. This wasn’t the first time but this one was really bad. I
was keeping very busy for sure, but there were also personal failures, disappointment with
others, financial stress and sickness all happening at the same time. Unfortunately, regardless
of the cause, burnout in ministry is way too common. You begin to realize your condition when
you find yourself becoming more emotional, you start to lose compassion and you begin to
avoid people for fear they will ask you to do something. Carnal things become more appealing
than the spiritual. Eventually you have an aversion to doing any kind of ministry.
After I finally stepped away from ministry the Lord was gracious to me and provided a great
place to rest right on the river. My wife was also very loving, encouraging… and prayed for me.
The first year I didn’t even want to pray or read the word, but I did pray a little and worked in
my garden and watched TV. We also did a lot of bicycle riding. Eventually I prayed and read
more… and began praying in tongues every day. I believe this edified / built me up… like taking
spiritual vitamins. I became stronger and agreed to do a few weddings and funerals for friends
and relatives. Finally, I felt dissatisfied and unfulfilled with gardening and just sitting around
the house so I told God I was willing to go back to ministry. Within hours I received a call from
a friend asking me to preach at his tent meeting. I did… and God moved powerfully. I was up
and running again… even to the nations.
I never told the Lord that I quit… but even if you did, please know that He understands your
weakness. He still has your resignation letter in His desk drawer. He never gave it to His
Father; He knew you would be coming back. It’s time to get up again. The gifts and calling of
God are not revoked. If you were in ministry and need some help getting back up…. please
contact me. If you are recognizing the signs of burnout, please know that it is absolutely
necessary to rest. Yes, there are seasons of perseverance and endurance but you must also get
proper rest. God is now giving you permission to take a break. The promises He made to you
will be fulfilled in this coming outpouring of the Spirit… but you must rest! This is the word of
the Lord.
But Satan Hindered Us
“Therefore we wanted to come to you--even I, Paul, time and again -- but Satan hindered us.”
1Thessalonians 2:18
What an astounding statement! The great man of God was admitting he wanted to visit this
particular church, time and again, but was prevented from doing so by Satan. It seems that the
archangel Gabriel also had a problem delivering a message from God to Daniel. The Prince of
Persia blocked his advance for 21 days. (Gabriel needed the assistance of Michael to break
through.) There is another mention in scripture of stubborn demonic resistance; the disciples
were having a problem casting out a demon. In response to their dilemma, Jesus retorted, “…
this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting” (Matt. 17:21). What does all of this
mean? We had better pay attention.

The Omnipotent gives His faithful servants formidable tasks to perform. He supplies the grace,
the anointing and the necessary guidance. Of course, you must pray and listen and move
forward. Nevertheless, even if you do, is there an ironclad guarantee of success? Some have
foolishly thought so. Dear warrior, we are at war - the battle rages! The enemy does not sit idly
by as you advance upon his territory. He is a masterful strategist, a cunning adversary. One
can only imagine how many works of God have been thwarted by demonic forces. Are you
prepared to wage war?
Let’s say that you are called to minister to the drug addicts and prostitutes of the inner city or
you are sent to preach or to plant a church where few churches have succeeded. What should
you do? Remember, Satan hindered Paul; don’t you think that he will attempt to do the same
to you? How much energy has been wasted on the finely tuned plans of men… how much
money?
After endless meetings and meticulous preparation, they decide, “Let’s rent this facility and hire
that worship band; let’s invite _____ to preach.” But what amount of time was spent consulting
God? How many days were given to fasting and prayer? Who has broken the strongholds and
bound the strongman so that you could plunder his holdings, namely, the hearts and souls of
men? Sometimes, no one - and another attempt is made, and another failure ensues.
Throughout Church history this fruitless scenario has been repeated so many times.
Perhaps you think that your plan is better than the last group that attempted it; maybe you’re
a better preacher or have better doctrine. Haven’t we learned that it is not about our preaching
or whatever? It’s about war, spiritual warfare, taking back the ground that the enemy has
stolen. The adversary seeks to hinder you from presenting your message and the hearer from
receiving it. You must (through prayer and fasting, and whatever else the Holy Spirit directs)
hold the demons at bay so that the captives can receive the transforming Word of the Lord! If
you will do this the manifest presence of God will flood the region and He will facilitate more
than you could ever hope for.
Unfortunately, there are so few Christians who actually have this vision, much less a battle plan
or strategy. Who among you seeks to push back the demonic strongholds over your region?
Who does more than talk about winning souls? Where are the mighty men and women of God?
Yes, you may be hindered, wounded, and even foiled at times, but press on, disciple. There is
One who stands strong; He is ready to crush Satan under your feet! “And the God of peace will
crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen”
(Rom. 16:20).
Buying Tires
Prayed for healing for someone at Walmart… and for provision for someone else. I needed new
tires so I checked a few places online then stopped at the tire store. They didn’t have the tires I
wanted but the Lord had a word of knowledge for an employee. He asked me how I knew that
and I explained. I left and the Lord said, “You didn’t pray for him.” so, I pulled over and went
back in. I took the young man to the side and Holy Spirit touched him. He looked surprised and
I explained. Then I went to another store. As I was driving the Lord told me I’d be going back
there. Anyway, I ended up going back. The tires they had were more expensive but the same
guy waited on me and gave me an extra $60 off. God is good! And I had another opportunity
to encourage him in the Lord.
It’s important for you understand I’m not much different than you. After he told me they didn’t
have the tires I was a little annoyed, but when the Lord had a word for him I obeyed. Then
when the Lord wanted me to go back in and pray for him I really didn’t want to… but I obeyed.

Then when the Lord told me to go back the third time I thought this guy is going to think I’m
stalking him… but I obeyed. All by His grace of course. Allow Holy Spirit to lead you even when
your flesh is a little disagreeable.
Buying Tires Again
Prayed for a woman at Walmart (in the toothpaste aisle) after the Lord showed me she would
be there. The Lord touched her and she was very blessed. Then I had to get my oil changed
and prayed for the manager and prophesied. The Lord touched him too. They found a screw in
my tire so… off to the tire store. Yes, it was the same place the Lord had already sent me 3
times! I was a little irritated but told the Lord it’s OK if it cost me $100 to pray for this guy
again. Sure enough the same young man waited on me! He gave me a $100 tire for $55 so I
bought 2. Anyway, I prayed for him again. The Lord spoke to me as I was driving away, “You
don’t realize what your prayers have done for this young man.” I shouted for joy as tears came
to my eyes. Remember, you can do this too.
By Grace You Have Been Saved
As I write about our refining process I clearly do not want to foster a striving, “works”
mentality. If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ you are totally accepted by God. Not
because of your good works, but because of Jesus' suffering and death… His perfect sacrifice.
You are hidden in His perfection. When you really know this awesome truth, you find freedom
from the opposite extremes of religious pride… and self-condemnation. You will quit striving to
be good enough - your salvation is a gift. Good deeds then flow from your loving relationship in
Christ and you fulfill the works your Father has prepared beforehand for you to do. “For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not
of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Eph.2:8-10). Dear
Disciple, you must know this truth in the depths of your being… and teach it to others.
Call to Consecration
There is a cry going out across the land, a call from the loving heart of Jesus. He is calling His
people to consecration, to total commitment. The Lord is very intent on preparing His bride. He
wants us to love Him above all else and be willing to lay down our lives for Him. Of course, this
call is not new, but it has now become a focal point; there is a sense of urgency and the
urgency is about war.
To those who proclaim truth: Hear what the Lord is saying, “Call My people to consecration.”
The level of complacency found in many congregations is not pleasing to the Lord and He will
not tolerate it much longer! Soon you will hear Him say, “Are you in, or are you out? It’s time
to make a choice.” (Let it be clear; this is a word to Christians, not the unsaved.)
We speak of commitment, but when push comes to shove, we have not been a witness for
Christ, we do not pray as we ought, and money and materials occupy our thoughts and
dreams. We have been disobedient and have given reasons and excuses for just about
everything. Beloved, how long will we continue in this manner?
Yes, there are those who are wounded and many are in various stages of healing, but it is time
for all who are able to rise up and fight. We must not baby ourselves any longer. The Lover of
souls desires our undying love and the Mighty Warrior is calling forth His army. We can no
longer afford to pledge allegiance to some ethereal concept of “commitment.” Consecration
offers one’s entire being, every thought, word and deed to the Master. And it is proven through

the practical outworking of time spent with God in prayer and worship and reading His Word as
well as sacrificial giving and works of mercy… giving one’s time and energy and money and
resources. Surely this is never walked-out to perfection; our weak flesh fumbles and fails. But
the Lord is asking that our hearts be abandoned to His purposes. Disciple, is your heart
abandoned to the purposes of God?
Car Wash
On my way to buy groceries I had the impression/thought that I should get the car washed. (I
rarely get it washed… just not a priority.) Anyway, thought it might be God so I went to the car
wash. Sure enough, the Lord wanted to speak an important word to the young man who waited
on me. I also prayed for him, holding his hand through my open window… and the Lord
touched Him. God is so faithful! I’m telling you this so you will learn to yield to the promptings
of Holy Spirit. Follow His lead and do it quickly… or you will probably talk yourself out of it.
Caregiver Encouragement
I believe the Lord wants to encourage caregivers… in the home and the hospital. God knows it
has been difficult. You have been pouring yourself out and you are weary. Be encouraged, my
friend. He hears your cry and He is with you. Help is on the way. Your sacrifice is well pleasing
to your loving Father. Actually, you are part of a very special group. You have been called to
greatness! "But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.” Matt.23:11
Character Qualities
I often speak of God’s love and His amazing grace. However, the Lord is stirring me to say this:
It is absolutely essential for this generation to learn obedience, submission to authority,
commitment, personal discipline and perseverance if we are to be fruitful disciples of Christ.
God’s grace is abundantly available to develop these necessary character qualities. It is a
process, beloved. The grace message was never meant to be used as an excuse for sin,
laziness or lack of commitment.
Child-like Faith
Years ago, I read that we were to “become as little children” (Matt.18:3). So, I said to God,
“What does child-like faith look like?” A few months later I was in the park with my little
daughter and she was climbing on something that was about 4 feet off the ground. I told her to
jump into my arms and without hesitation she jumped. At that moment the Lord spoke to me,
“This is child-like faith.” I understood completely! My little girl did not measure how high she
was… or how far away I was. She did not ask if I would catch her… she simply trusted me.
Children of God
When we speak of destiny we’re talking about fulfilling God's purpose for our life… but there is
more. Those who are in Christ are sons of God and heirs of His kingdom (Gal. 3:26,29). We are
made in God’s image and we’re to imitate Him. We do what He does because we are His
children. We can even do miracles because our Father is God and because of who we are in
Christ! You can see yourself as a sinner saved by grace (and you are) or as a child of God,
filled with His Spirit and authority carrying His glory to this generation.
Throughout history each Christian generation had choices to make. Would they follow the
teachings of Jesus or give in to the current social trends? Would they stand for Truth or cower
to peer pressure? Will you follow Jesus? Ask God for the grace and strength to be light and salt

in this generation. Ask Him to continually fill you with His Spirit, the power not only to survive
but to truly make a difference in this world. This is your destiny. This is who you are in Jesus
Christ!
Choose Discipleship
Over the years I have seen 2 types of Christians: (1) those who accept Jesus as Savior, ask for
His help, try to do good and not sin (2) those who fully surrender to the leading of the Spirit,
denying self… going, staying, serving and giving as the Lord leads. These are disciples.
Discipleship is a choice and Jesus tells us to count the cost (Luke 14:26-33). Nevertheless, this
way is an awesome adventure of faith. You will see God’s kingdom, His supernatural
intervention and provision and there is great fulfillment and reward... with persecution. Will you
choose to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
Christians Can Have Demons!
Another brief regarding evil spirits: Christians can have demons! Let me explain: Humans
consist of 3 parts: spirit, soul (mind, emotions, will) and body (1Thes.5:23). When we are born
again the Holy Spirit comes in and resides in our spirit. This is why a true Christian can't be
possessed by demons - you are owned by God. Nevertheless, demons can come into our body
and soul… tormenting and making us sick. We can literally open the door for them by
participating in occult activities, practicing false religions, not forgiving others, sinful behavior,
etc. before or after we invite Christ into our life. Until we renounce and repent of these things
the demons have a ‘legal’ right to stay. Believe me; Lori and I and our daughters Lauren and
Ashley have seen demons come out of plenty of Christians.
Let me be absolutely clear; we are not on a ‘witch hunt’ looking for demons everywhere.
Demons are not the cause of every emotional and physical problem. However, they must be
considered as a possible source. The church must wake up and learn to do deliverance
ministry. Disciples, our Master cast out demons. He also taught and commissioned the 12 and
the 70 to cast out demons. Shouldn’t you be doing this too?
Christians Must Reconcile
Throughout the year there are various celebrations and opportunities for family and friends to
gather … sometimes with those you would rather not see. The Lord wants to remind you that
your heavenly Father is very BIG on forgiveness and reconciliation and this is the perfect
opportunity to make things right. Remember, it’s not optional. Humble yourself and ask for
forgiveness… or offer forgiveness to those who have hurt you. Unforgiveness hinders your
prayers and can make you emotionally or physically sick. You can do this, my friend. With
God’s help you can. (Mark 11:25-26, Matt. 6:14-15)
Church and American Culture
Have you ever considered what the American Church has absorbed from our culture? Not the
obvious sins but something more subtle- our culture glorifies independence and we demand our
personal rights. Both are contrary to scripture. Aren’t we to humble ourselves and become
dependent upon God, being led by His Spirit? And shouldn’t we also die to self, surrender our
rights and allow the Lord to make a way for us? We have also come to believe that the church
is a democracy, voting for what we want. But isn’t the church supposed to be a theocracy… led
by Christ? Ask the Lord about these things.

Church Triumphant
Make no mistake about it- we are now entering an Awakening, a spiritual Revival. This is God’s
full intention. For the past several years he has been speaking to thousands throughout the
land and around the world. A spirit of intercession and fervent prayer has been poured out in
many locations. Prayer groups and houses of prayer were springing up all over the globe with
several here in the United States. Surely desperate times require desperate measures.
A simple observation of the Church, and our society as a whole, clearly reveals that we are in
trouble. The Church has lost its credibility because in most cases it has been all talk and no
action. We have been like the disciples who could not cast out the demon (Matt 17:15-16). So
many have come to the church for help and have left empty handed. I hope you understand
I’m not speaking of the Church’s generosity or willingness to give material goods, time or
effort. We are talking about her lack of spiritual power and to actually set the captives free.
In fact, many think the Church is only good for material handouts and kind words, but that is
not the way it was in the beginning. The Church walked in spiritual authority. We have been
commanded to heal the sick and cast out demons. This is the Lord’s perfect will for His people.
Nevertheless, we have become satisfied with ecclesiastical ways and religious jargon. Where is
the Church that tramples on serpents and scorpions? Where is the Church militant and
victorious?
We must recognize our dreadful state and repent now! We have been lulled into complacency
and have fallen asleep. We must have an awakening before it is too late. Very dark days will
soon be upon us. God has seen our circumstances and our weakened condition, and has taken
pity. Of course, this is not new to Him. Throughout history His fainting bride has needed Him to
revive her. This is why He has been stirring prayer. The glorious Intercessor always initiates
extraordinary prayer before He brings Revival.
Consider for a moment the goodness and mercy of God. His bride has committed adultery with
the world, soiled her garments and lies almost helpless, but He lovingly comes to her time and
again to revive her by the power of His Spirit and enables her to continue the journey. Repent
of your sin and pray for Revival, beloved. Our loving Bridegroom desires and deserves a
beautiful bride without spot or wrinkle and the world groans to see a Church triumphant, the
sons of God revealed.
Civilization in Decline
The things that made our civilization great: education, care for the poor, sick and orphans, the
rule of law, exploration, advancements in science, commerce and the arts were all the results
of Judeo-Christian influence and biblical standards. This is historical fact. Many now believe this
foundation is irrelevant. The results: The family is disintegrating and we kill our babies.
Education is in trouble and the economy in decline. Violence and disease flourish, addiction,
sexual lust and greed abound and our prisons are full. It is so obvious: God’s way works…
man’s way does not. How we need Jesus Christ! Preach, disciple. Preach the truth in love!
Come Home
Over the years I have seen many brothers and sisters turn away from the Lord because of
temptation or trouble or discouragement or the cares of the world. Even so, God wants them to
know He loves them and He wants them to come home. His arms are open wide- His heart is
full of love. Nevertheless, time is running out… a shaking is now in progress. If the prodigal will

not respond to the Lord’s loving invitation he will issue a warning. If the warning is not heeded
there could be very serious consequences. What will it finally take for them to come home?
To the backslider: Our merciful God is kind and slow to anger. If you have wandered away, His
loving arms are wide open to receive you… no matter what you have done; no matter how far
you have wandered. It is very dangerous for you to live out of His will. Your continued
disobedience will open the door for demons and bring more pain into your life and God Himself
will box you in because He loves you. Come home to your loving Father today. This is the word
of the Lord.
Come to Me
Come to Me you who are Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist. I love you, says the Lord. Come to Me all of
you from the LGBT community; I love you. I want you to learn from Me and surrender your life
to Me. I will heal you, forgive your sins… and give you peace. “Come to Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30
Coming Earthquake
How we have loved the term “paradigm shift.” And I suppose there were a few paradigms
shifted over the years, but hold on to your hats, we are now in the throes of something far
greater. It is of seismologic proportion, a neck wrenching 180-degree turn-about. Are you
ready?
We have been steeped in self-help, self-centered Christianity for decades. In fact, the gospel as
espoused by many seems to revolve around the current understanding of modern psychology.
Make no mistake, there is definitely a time for inner healing, this is good and necessary, but
isn’t it time to consider personal accountability?
In our current way of thinking, no matter what the offense, no matter how serious, some are
willing to excuse the offender because of their wretched up-bringing or some trauma
encountered along life’s way. At first glance this seems like a very “Christian” thing to do, but,
this is not correct. You will not find it anywhere in the scriptures. Extending mercy is Christ-like
but excuses are enabling. How can an individual, or a society, repent of their sins if deep within
they feel that is wasn’t their fault?
Because of this mind-set, psychological counseling now replaces repentance and years are
spent transferring blame. Wouldn’t the seeking of forgiveness and the forgiving of others be a
more suitable remedy? Surely this would set multitudes free. (In saying these things, I am not
repudiating the loving ministry of the Christian counselor or psychologist, only the current
trends of our society.)
It is well worth reviewing the messages preached by revivalists of old… the God-inspired
sermons that shook and transformed entire nations. Hear the Word of the Lord as preached by
a young Welshman, Evan Roberts, in 1904. It was profoundly concise… and within nine
months, tens of thousands repented and the Church was revived:
• You must confess every know sin to God and make every wrong done to man right.
• You must remove every doubtful habit from your life.
• You must obey the Holy Spirit promptly.
• You must go public with your witness of Christ. Christ said, “If I be lifted up, I will draw
all men unto Me.”

Look carefully, disciple, there is no room for excuses, no psychological factors added in. The
Lord revealed His will with an absolute imperative command. He is about to do this again in our
generation.
Can you admit your sins? You will be held accountable for your every word and action. Don’t
back away from your responsibility in the matter; ask for forgiveness. Isn’t it time for us to
view repentance in a different light? Conviction of sin, although uncomfortable at first, is a
marvelous gift. And true repentance is the doorway to freedom and revival. Surely it is time for
truth in your innermost being; repent and be healed.
Now, let’s move beyond a morbid sin-consciousness to Christ awareness, to Christ in you the
hope of glory. Beyond self-centeredness to a self-denying maturity. It is time for the sons of
God to emerge! Know who you are in Christ, dear disciple. Be bold; be strong; there is a battle
to fight!
Complacency
"For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become
weary and discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against
sin. And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: 'My son, do not
despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; for
whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.' If you endure
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not
chasten?" Hebrews 12:3-7
Do you find yourself enjoying the sermons and books that speak of God's grace and mercy,
those that tell you you're OK? Do you catch yourself saying, "Yes, I have my faults, but I do
the best that I can. That's just the way I am." Dear Christian, if you respond in this manner,
you are in for a rude awakening. You may not be OK! You have become complacent with your
sinfulness.
Granted, there are those who struggle with sin, they literally fight the good fight of faith. They
seek the Lord, and sweat and cry while resisting temptation. They also ask for prayer and
become accountable to another, confessing their sins. And yet occasionally, even frequently,
they fail. These brothers and sisters need reassurance that they are acceptable to God, that
God's mercy and grace are sufficient... “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness." But much of Christianity does not
wrestle; they don't put up a fight. They submit to temptation with little resistance and then run
to the spout of grace. This cheapens the blood of Jesus and is not pleasing to God.
Throughout Church history the pendulum has swung from one extreme to another, from harsh
preaching about hellfire and brimstone to candy coated messages of love, love, love and either
extreme can be detrimental because it is not the complete truth. God is gracious and merciful;
He is also holy and just. The Lord heals, comforts and encourages; He also disciplines and
chastens His children. For at least the past three decades we have heard much about the love
of God... and how necessary this has been. Some have received these teachings and have
drawn closer to the Lover of their soul. Many others have taken this Great Love for granted,
believing that a loving God would never punish them. Look around you, read the headlines and
see the fruit of our complacency.
Surely you must warn your own children once in a while: "If you don't clean your room, there
will be consequences." "If you don't stop doing that, you will be punished." Of course, the
repercussions should be in accordance with the offense. Nonetheless, the threat of

consequences usually helps the child to obey, especially if you have lovingly followed through
with disciplinary action in the past. Certainly, you should obey God simply because you love
Him and want to please Him, but let's get real... our flesh is weak and we also need to be
admonished. Consider the fact that Jesus sternly warned five of the seven churches in
Revelations.
Sin abounds throughout the land and the 'hour of warning' is upon us. Make no mistake about
it, your heavenly Father, as a loving parent, will warn His children. (Learn another definition of
grace.) He will remind you about the consequences of sin... allowing you to experience some of
the pain of discipline. The Fear of God, an all but forgotten doctrine, will be restored to His
Church for our own good and bringing us to genuine repentance!
If you are the complacent one, you need to be challenged. Someone needs to say, "Sin no
more, lest a worse thing come upon you (John 5:14)! The Lord will shake everything that can
be shaken. This is true love ... and this is normal Christianity.
There is another type of complacency, beloved- lack of enthusiasm for the things of God. Are
you zealous for prayer and good works such as giving to the poor, comforting the brokenhearted, ministering to the sick and the imprisoned? “And let us consider one another in order
to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25
Complaining
“Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world,” Philippians 2:14-15
Dear disciple, here is another important insight, one that you need to examine today: There
are four ways of doing things: 1) Refuse to give assistance. Of course, this would be called
selfishness. 2) You help another, but complain about it openly. This moaning and grumbling
makes it very unpleasant for all concerned. They may never ask for your help again. And,
whether you realize it or not, that may be your intention. 3) Give assistance, smile on the
outside and grumble within. 4) Assist in every way possible… with joy. You are now in the
process of growing to that place, aren’t you?
One factor that plays heavily in the equation of self-sacrifice is motive. In other words, “What
will I get out of this?” You are far more likely to help another without complaining if there is
some remuneration: money, a pat on the back, advancement in stature or recognition of some
kind. If the truth be known, this is not really much of a sacrifice.
Disciple of Jesus, we are to become like Him, giving of ourselves without hope of personal gain
and without complaining, grumbling or murmuring. Surely it is better to do a good deed with
complaint, than not do it at all, especially when there is an immediate need. But there is a
more perfect way. This is your goal- to be like our Master.
Change my heart, Lord. I surrender all. Give me the heart of a servant…Help me to serve
without complaining. Help me to serve with joy!

Consequences
Regarding the ongoing debate about the fear of God, here is my own personal story: I knew
the Lord as a young boy. I would go to church myself, since it was near my house, and talk
with God when no one was in the church. I asked Him to make me a fisher of men when I was
seven. However, by the time I was fourteen I ran away from Him pursuing the lusts of the
flesh… drinking, drugs and sex. I became a 1960s hippie and nearly blew my mind with
psychedelic drugs.
What did it take for me to return to God? The death of my baby, suicidal depression, psych
wards, a state mental hospital, 3 arrests for possession of drugs and the threat of prison, my
wife had our marriage annulled, other ruined relationships, the loss of 2 businesses, etc.
Throughout these years the Lord sent Christians to me, inviting me to return. I politely
listened, allowed them to pray for me and then continued on the path to destruction. My
mother prayed for me… and asked others like Oral Roberts and Kathryn Kuhlman to pray. After
7 years and near death I repented and recommitted my life to Christ, but then walked mostly
in the ways of the world for the next 7 years.
Finally, after a night of sinning, strong conviction of sin fell on me and my heart was pounding
as the fear of God overwhelmed me. He clearly said to me, “This is your last chance.” It truly
was God’s persistent love that brought me to this point… but it was the fear of God that
brought me to genuine repentance. This too is love. As you may know, shortly after this I was
gloriously baptized in the Holy Spirit… and have spent the rest of my life serving my Lord in
many nations. Far from perfect… but in Christ!
Please understand there are serious consequences for disobedience: Loss of opportunity, closed
doors, loss of money, loss of material goods or property… loss of relationships. And if we
persist in disobedience we could also lose our freedom (incarceration), our mental and/or
physical health, even our life.
Did God do all of this to me? Of course not! But He did give me over to Satan to buffet my flesh
(1Cor.5:5). My terrible choices opened the door for demonic influence and the enemy stepped
in to ruin my life. God allowed this knowing it would bring me back to Him. And because He
loves me, He worked it for my good. The alternative would have been to simply give me
completely over to my own ways that lead to destruction… and if possible, to hell. Thank you,
Father, for not doing that!
Please hear me! Your continued sin could open a door for demons to ruin your life. You could
lose everything you have worked for. Nevertheless, by His Spirit we have abundance of grace
to draw near to Father God through the blood of His son Jesus… and to stay close to Him. In
this place of intimacy there is no fear.
Consider Your Message
Among your listeners there are many who are wounded and discouraged. They have tried and
failed and suffer guilt. If you preach hell fire to them they will become more discouraged and
may eventually give up. These need words of encouragement and grace. There are also some
who are proud and use God's grace as permission to sin. These need to be warned. In other
words, comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. “And on some have compassion,
making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire…” Jude 22,23

Coronary Artery Disease?
During 2010 I had been having chest pressure and shortness of breath with exertion for over a
year. EKGs and a Stress Test were abnormal and my doctor thought I had coronary artery
disease. I had been going through a lot during those years and my attitude wasn’t that good.
“Whatever.” I had just gotten in the car after the cardiologist scheduled a catheterization- then
my cell phone rang. My friend Nigel Mumford, who has a healing ministry, was calling to ask
what was happening. God told him to call. (I hadn’t spoken to him in 4 years.) He prayed for
my healing over the phone and I really didn’t feel anything. A few days later I signed the
permission to have stents inserted in my arteries and then had the catheterization. The reportno stents needed! “You have the arteries of a young man – they are all clean!” Praise God for
His miraculous healing power and for those like Nigel who respond to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit!
Count It All Joy
For someone today: James tells us to “count it all joy when you fall into various trials...”
(James 1:2). I don’t think I’ve met anyone who is totally there yet, I mean “counting it joy”
when they have a problem. Nevertheless, the word of God is true. Anyway, the Lord wants me
to encourage you to persevere. Don’t complain, beloved. Give praise and thanks instead. God
is at work in your temporal circumstances… as well as within you. He will complete the work He
has begun.
Creator Left Us an Owner’s Manual
Something to consider- God gave you life… body, soul and spirit. He also gave us Jesus. God’s
son died on the cross and rose from the dead to forgive our sins and restore our relationship
with the Father. Nevertheless, Jesus also taught us some very basic principles. In addition, the
Creator provided the Bible… our owner’s manual! It’s not all about rules and regulations but
instructions for fruitful living while on earth. I think you would agree that our Creator should
understand His creation and knows what’s best for us. If you ignore the instructions, you lose. I
know I have tried to assemble things without following the instructions… I usually missed
something and had to redo it. And when I was a young man I didn’t put oil in my car’s engine…
it threw a rod and seized.
In God’s manual we are told: 1) to give and we will receive 2) to forgive others and we will be
forgiven 3) to have mercy and we will receive mercy 4) to humble ourselves and we will be
exalted. If you follow the instructions you will be blessed. If not...
Do you realize the spiritual, emotional and physical consequences of not forgiving someone?
It’s like dumping battery acid on your car’s electrical system. It is well documented that
unresolved emotional feelings cause a malfunction of the immune system, opening the door for
disease (even cancer) such as arthritis, ulcers, back problems, etc. Emotional depression may
also occur. We are not talking about some nice optional religious teaching. If you don’t forgive,
it could end up killing you. God wants you to know He loves you. He understands what is best
for your body, soul and spirit. Follow His instructions and live.
Cultural Morality
How many of us have had our moral values influenced by cultural norms? Throughout history
every society has done this, whether liberal or legalistic. Do you realize that in some cultures,
lying and treachery are actually considered good and hatred without forgiveness is admirable?
Dear disciple, the only true standard of morality is the word of God, the Bible. Many societies

around the world have come and gone and their “moral” standards often contributed to their
demise. But the word of the Lord endures forever. You will be judged according to the word of
God… not the latest cultural trend.
Do you understand? For the last several years western civilization has embraced sensuality. We
have become self-indulgent while lusting after money, materials, pornography and every type
of hetero and homosexual sin. In addition, we murder our unborn children. This is now widely
accepted throughout our society. My point is even if our culture embraces the things that God
says are immoral, God still says they are immoral. And, unless we repent, we will be severely
judged.
The Lord is now raising up preachers of righteousness who have been refined in the furnace of
affliction and purged of their own self-righteousness. They will be powerful tools in the hand of
God to bring true conviction of sin to a wayward nation. Perhaps you are one of these.
Cut Off
“… Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but
fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore,
consider the goodness and severity of God- on those who fell, severity; but toward you,
goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off” (Rom. 11:20-22).
These scriptures regarding the election of Israel were written to Christians. I understand this
may collide with some of your doctrines, nevertheless it says what it says. God is good and
very loving. He is also severe. Remain in Him… or there will be serious consequences (John 15:
2,6). I would much rather speak of the love and mercy of God but sometimes it is necessary
for some to be reminded of the fear of God.
Darkness
I am not a gloom and doom preacher but I must tell you this- In the coming years the world
will be worse than what we have previously seen. If you are looking for a man or woman to
make things better you will be disappointed… the world will become darker. Dear disciple, don’t
be afraid. God is your portion and your protection; He will not forsake you. In fact, this will be
the Church's finest hour. Your light will shine brightly in the darkness and the supernatural
power of the Holy Spirit will flow through you (Isaiah 60:1-2). We need to humble ourselves,
pray, seek God… and turn from our sins (2Chr.7:14).
David and Saul
For those disciples aspiring to be leaders consider the preparation of David:
David was the son of a shepherd, destined to be like his father and brothers. However, his life
dramatically changes when the prophet Samuel visits his family and declares that David will
one day be the king. He killed a lion and bear and later takes down Goliath. Nevertheless,
David finds himself the target of anger and abuse when he goes to live in the palace. Saul even
throws spears at David, but David only dodged them and didn’t throw any back. Eventually
Saul chases him all over the countryside trying to kill him. Nevertheless, David would not raise
his hand against God’s anointed. It’s important to note that he did not react in anger and
retribution but responded with humility and submission.

Can you see it? God used Saul in David’s life to promote him to greatness. The breaking and
refining process actually strengthened David giving him endurance and wisdom. Opposition and
adversity prepared him to be King. Remember, the Lord wants to use broken men as leaders!
Also learn from Jesus. Jesus did not blame Judas for betraying Him, Peter for denying Him and
the others for running away. He didn’t blame the Priests for delivering Him to the Romans or
the soldiers that crucified Him. He knew it was all part of God’s plan.
Please understand that God uses the opposition of others and attacks of the enemy to build
your character and help you die to self. He will only permit those things in your life that will
help you grow closer to Him, refine and perfect you… and make you more fruitful. Don’t waste
your time blaming others for the difficulties in your life. Those difficult things are your stepping
stones to greatness.
Dealing with Unforgiveness
As you know we are beginning to enter an extraordinary season of revival. Many of God’s
servants have been in the crucible… preparing them to carry increased anointing. Nevertheless,
the flesh is weak and the enemy is relentless… and there are still wounds that remain unhealed
as a result of unforgiveness. You must deal with this now! Here is a teaching that I have used
in many nations with powerful results. I have even seen people weeping and forgiving one
another during the message with demons fleeing and physical healing made manifest! Use this
teaching for yourself and teach it to others. May the Lord release a spirit of reconciliation
everywhere this message is given.
The Downward Spiral
“If you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
Matthew 6:15 Unforgiveness is a very serious matter, disciple… and perhaps secondary in
importance only to the doctrine of Salvation. There is no option; all Christians must forgive. In
fact, the servant of Jesus must become an expert at forgiving. If you wield the axe of
forgiveness effectively, bitterness will be destroyed at the root. If not, misery will follow.
Some offenses are major like the results of violence, rape or murder, or perhaps some great
loss. Others are less grievous such as being slighted, or embarrassed by another, unmet
expectations, etc. In serious cases of unforgiveness, there is usually a progressive downward
spiral. You may toss and turn in bed thinking about it. At first, you begin to experience selfpity, followed by critical and judgmental thoughts. Anger and frustration begin to increase
tempting even mature Christians to gossip about the offender. At this point, neutral statements
made by the offender may be perceived as attacks and your offense increases. If the offense
took place in church, you begin to withdraw from church activities. Eventually you leave and
begin to talk about the pastor, people, or policies of the place that you once loved.
Regardless of the cause, bitterness, resentment and even hatred can build, making you an
'open door' for demonic activity (the tormentors Jesus spoke of in Matt.18). Did you know
many addictions have their root in unforgiveness?
All of this has drawn you away from God and, perhaps, your very soul is now at stake.
Unforgiveness is an extremely serious matter. What will you do about it?
The Truth About Forgiveness
Perhaps the next statement will be a revelation to you as it is to many. Forgiveness is not a
feeling, it is an act of your will. So often, after being hurt, you may become angry, upset, out
of sorts. You could easily equate these feelings with your ability to forgive. But forgiveness is

an act of obedience to God. It is not dependent on how you feel. It is a decision that anyone
can make, even when angry. Yes, a difficult choice for some, but a choice nonetheless, and this
decision makes the difference between your sins being forgiven or not. That is certainly worth
considering. “If you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses” (Matt. 6:15).
This is stated with the utmost love and compassion toward those who have been wounded. God
loves you so much. He was probably weeping when you were being violated. He did not want
this for you. But, you must go on from here, for your sake, and for the sake of those who love
you. God speaks so strongly about unforgiveness because He knows the consequences all too
well. Every day He sees hearts fill with bitterness, hatred and revenge. Destruction usually
follows.
God does not want you to spend your life filled with internal strife. Some think that they will
forget in time and be healed. But this belies the facts. Unforgiveness remains deep within and
may cause emotional and/or physical illness. It has been proven that strong unresolved
emotional feelings can cause a malfunction of the self-immune system, digestive problems,
bowel problems, bone and joint problems, and even cancer. You can make the right choice
today. With God’s grace available to you at this moment, you can choose to forgive. Please do
it now.
“Lord, I want to obey You. Please help me. By Your grace, I choose to forgive___________ and
___________. Please work deep within, causing me to forgive from my heart. Heal me
completely. I ask this in the name of Jesus, the One Who has forgiven me”. Amen!
The Steps to Freedom
It is now time to walk through the entire process of forgiveness- ask for the Holy Spirit to
reveal truth and give you help and encouragement. This is very important. These steps should
be followed whether the offender asks for your forgiveness or not. In less serious cases, when
possible, it is good to go to the one who has hurt you with a humble posture and seek
reconciliation. Some offenses can easily be resolved with a simple conversation, without
involving others. Of course, humility by both parties would make it so much easier, but even if
you alone humble yourself and seek reconciliation, God will be pleased.
When it is impossible or unwise to approach the offender, the following steps should be taken:
1) Make the choice to forgive. Get alone with God, ask for His help, and declare out loud, "I
choose to forgive __________for doing or saying _________to me.” Do this with each name
that comes to mind. (Perhaps you have already completed this step. It certainly doesn’t hurt
to do it again. There may be additional names revealed.)
2) This next step may give you a bit of a pride attack, but it is vital. Be sure to do it. Ask God
to forgive you for the critical and judgmental thoughts and words, and perhaps actions, you
have had toward the one who has hurt you. Gossip and criticism is never justified. Although
God understands your woundedness, He cannot excuse your sin. He will however, lovingly
forgive.
3) Release these people before God. In other words, don’t hold them in bondage as though
they have a debt to pay you. Don’t say, "I'll forgive them but they owe me." God forgives us
completely. He expects us to do the same.

4) Begin the process of forgetting the offense by asking God to remind you each time you
indulge in thoughts about your wounding. When you realize that you are thinking about this
again, invite the Lord into the middle of it and surrender these thoughts to Him. Remember
don't stuff the thoughts and feelings down into you. Lift them up to God. Ask Him to take these
thoughts. It may require time but the more you do this, the less you will remember.
5) Pray for those who have offended you and do good to them. Yes, do good to them! Ask God
to show you practical ways for you to bless them with good things, help, money, etc. This is
one of the best weapons in the whole arsenal to help facilitate your healing and freedom (Matt.
5:44).
6) Ask God to give you new eyes and a new heart toward this person. Do not freeze them in
time. God is at work in their life too.
Please remember; this is a process and it will take time. But the end result will be peace within
and a deeper relationship with God. Dear friend, God loves you so much. He will help you.
Asking For Forgiveness
“Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23-24
What if YOU are the one who has done the wounding? You must humble yourself, beloved, go
to the person you have offended, and say six simple words: "Please forgive me for hurting
you." It does not matter if you were right or wrong. If you were wrong, admit it. "I was
wrong. Please forgive me." If you don’t have the courage to speak with them face to face,
then at least write them a note. You are not too proud to do this, are you? It is apparent from
this scripture that the Lord is not interested in receiving your offering until after you seek
reconciliation. This should be a very sobering thought- your songs, your prayers and your
money are unacceptable to God.
Some “offenders” say nothing and just go about their business thinking that time will heal.
Others believe that if they are nice to the person, or tell a joke, that it is the same as asking for
forgiveness. Not so. This relieves the tension and permits the relationship to continue;
nevertheless, the offense remains and will flare up again. In Jesus' name, humble yourself, go
to the person you have wounded and say, "Please forgive me for hurting you." This is well
pleasing to our loving and forgiving God. Note: Don’t say, “If I have hurt you” as this dilutes
the apology. Freely acknowledge that you have hurt them.
Deeper
The deeper things of God are much more than learning how to use the gifts of the Spirit. When
you ask God to take you deeper do you know what you’re saying? Of course, deeper means
deeper in love with Him, but you are also asking to go where you can’t touch bottom anymore…
where you need to trust Him in greater measure. It is usually an uncomfortable place, where
your faith is stretched, where you grow. Remember, a babe in Christ can do miracles, but let us
move on to the deeper things like intimacy with God, learning to forgive and love the
unlovable, learning perseverance, denying self… taking up your cross daily and following Jesus
wherever He leads.

Deliverance
The Lord is stirring me to discuss another urgent, yet controversial topic. Please hear what the
Spirit is saying to the churches: It is extremely important to revisit the ministry of deliverance.
This work has been maligned, minimized, and ignored by most. And those who once practiced
this much-needed service have quit or have been sidelined for several years. Let’s wake up,
Church! The onslaught of the enemy is increasing and many Christians have fallen prey. We
cannot afford to be ashamed or embarrassed to discuss these things - there is too much at
stake here. No need to speak about it in whispers… bring this ministry to the forefront! I am
praying and believing that the Lord will raise up many deliverance ministers as a result of this
writing… and some will finally realize that their personal struggle is indeed demonic - they will
seek help and find FREEDOM!
"And these signs will accompany those who believe. In My name, they will cast out demons..."
(Mark 16:17). Throughout the Gospels we see Jesus casting out demons. In fact, about onethird of His recorded ministry was spent bringing deliverance to those who were oppressed. He
made it quite clear by His own example that expelling demons was a vital part of ministry… and
when sending out the 12 apostles, and the 70 disciples, He gave them authority to cast out
demons (Matt 10:1, 5-7). Surely this command of scripture still applies.
Demon spirits can invade and indwell human bodies - there is irrefutable scriptural
documentation to prove this. By entering into a person, they can better manipulate the
individual than by working from the outside. When demons indwell a person, they are said to
"have" evil spirits or to be "possessed" by evil spirits or demons (Mark 9:17, Luke 4:33, Mark
1:23; 5:2, Matt. 4:24). Sometimes an individual can have many demons (Mark 5:9). Of
course, in saying these things I am not implying that all problems are caused by demons, nor
are there demons hiding behind every tree.
The Greek word “daimonizomai” translated “possessed” in the King James Version is thought to
be inaccurate. According to many scholars, it should be translated “demonized” or “have
demons.” The word possessed implies ownership, in which case Satan would be in complete
control of the individual. True Christians cannot be possessed by demons because they are
indwelt and possessed by God. There is overwhelming evidence, however, to show that
Christians can be oppressed by demons - their lives are held in bondage and they have no
victory over certain sins. They continue to think and do base and defiling things, hurting
themselves and others. Nevertheless, after receiving deliverance, they overcome… gaining the
victory! The Holy Spirit resides in the spirit of the Christian, but demons can surely invade our
soul (mind/emotions) and body if we open the door to them.
Isn't it time the Church realizes that deliverance is the "children's bread" (Mark 7:24-30) - it is
for the children of God! Review this scripture again and see Jesus, in context, telling the SyroPhoenician woman that the deliverance she sought for her daughter (who had an unclean
spirit) was for the Children of the Covenant. How we sorely need this ministry in the church
today. So many Christians are in bondage... perhaps even you. It is foolishness and/or
deception to believe that Christians cannot have demons. Don't allow pride to keep you from
receiving help. And what about you, dear disciple?
The Great Commission given by Jesus was to preach the Gospel to every creature, and to teach
them all that He had commanded. That is why this important work has been handed down to
us. But many refuse to do it... thinking that, "There are really very few with demons and
they're already locked-up in mental hospitals or jails, or they're in other countries." Some don't
believe that demons even exist. Others feel that it is too "dirty" or undignified to become
involved. The truth is there are many held in bondage even in your city, even some in your

church! They need to be delivered... will you help them? Become spiritually prepared; use the
authority that God has given you. Cast out demons!
In case there are doubts about your calling, authority or ability to expel demons you need to
review these scriptures again: "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me will also do the
works that I do; and even greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father"
John 14:12 "And these signs will accompany those who believe. In My name, they will cast out
demons…" Mark 16:17.
Deny Yourself
Genuine Christian maturity includes self-sacrificing love and commitment… denying oneself.
Years ago, I wrote “The Crucifixion Handbook” … 275 pages describing the process of dying to
self. You would think I had a good understanding of this topic, but I could never have imagined
how much more “dying” was required. Dear friend, agree with God and allow Him to complete
His work in you. Die to self, lay down your rights. “…If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” Matthew 16:24
Desperation: A Revival Prerequisite
“Yet I am poor and needy; come quickly to me, O God. You are my help and my deliverer; O
LORD, do not delay.” Psalm 70:5 “For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives
forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite
and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.’”
Isaiah 57:15 (NIV)
Have you heard it said: “If we just had Christian unity, we would experience Revival?” “If we
would simply do the work of evangelism, then Revival would come.” “If we had more faith,
walked in holiness etc., etc?” Dear saint, when will we realize that our best efforts to do any of
these things have failed time and again? We have had countless meetings and have been
taught 7 steps to this and 10 to that. Do you really think this presently complacent Church will
finally get it all right and somehow entice God to visit our region?
In saying this, I’m not suggesting that we should not diligently pursue unity and do
evangelism. But fervent prevailing prayer is the only golden thread that has run through every
Revival, the only common denominator. Nevertheless beloved, Revival will be made manifest
when we finally realize that we are not capable of doing any of these things adequately. Only
then will we cry out with prayers of humble desperation. How we need a sovereign move of
God to revive the Church!
Our Lord is at work among us. Through revelation and difficult circumstances, He is bringing
you to the place of humility and desperation. He is increasing your faith as you become totally
dependent upon Him. Do not despise this work in you- embrace it! From the depths of spiritual
poverty, you can truly cry “Revive me Jesus- I need You. I can do nothing without You. Revive
Your Church, Lord; have mercy on us. Transform our city by the power of Your Spirit. Amen”.
Diligence
“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such
a way that you may obtain it.” 1Corinthians 9:24
Our loving Father has given each of us an assignment and He provides guidance, grace, and
anointing to fulfill our purpose. He also encourages, forgives, and picks us up when we fall.

There is equal opportunity for each runner to win their race. Why then do some remain less
fruitful? Diligence is the key. Dear disciple, it is not the swift but the diligent, the persevering
who win their race.
The Lord will surely stretch you beyond your comfort zone... but doesn’t every good coach?
God wants you to depend on Him - His strength and wisdom, etc. Unfortunately, because of
difficulty many will settle for lesser things. However, some will press on past the good and the
better, all the way to the best. Why can’t you be one of these? Yes, you may have weakness
and wounds but Jesus is your healer and His grace is sufficient. Those who keep going in spite
of problems will eventually break through to a glorious victory! Dear disciple, don’t stop nowyou’re almost there. More good news- you can begin again right now and still win your race!
Dinner Testimony
Lori and I were at a dinner with friends when the Lord prompted me to ask our waitress if she
needed prayer. She was a little surprised but then said she needed peace. She let me take her
hand and I prayed in the name of Jesus. Tears filled her eyes and she said, “I really felt
something!” I told her this was the Holy Spirit and God sent me to tell her how much He loves
her… and knows that it has been difficult for her. She thanked me and left. A little later she was
back and looking intently with eyes shining, she thanked me again. Praise the Lord! I’m just a
guy who is willing. You can do the same by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Disappointment with God
During this pre-Revival time of preparation, the battle has become quite intense. There are
many stressed and discouraged saints out there… and we need to be encouraging one another.
The Lord is leading me to address an important issue, disappointment with God… something
unspoken or hidden, a hindrance to intimacy and to the advancement of God’s Kingdom. I hope
this is helpful to you.
“Then you will know that I am the LORD; those who hope in Me will not be disappointed." Isa.
49:23 “In You our fathers put their trust; they trusted and You delivered them. They cried to
You and were saved; in You they trusted and were not disappointed.” Ps 22:4-5
Some disappointments occur as a result of a serious difficulty, but even petty disappointments
tend to accumulate over time undermining faith, sowing doubt and killing intimacy. Unexpected
reversals and calamities, unmet expectations, prolonged trials, sickness and financial woes, our
failures and sins… all of these can cause disappointment or anger with God. “After all, the
sovereign Lord of the Universe could do something about this or could have prevented it from
happening.” Let’s be real. There was once a time when I was so upset with God that I yelled at
Him… and so disappointed that I wanted to quit the ministry. Have you ever felt this way?
Many people find themselves disappointed or angry with God at some point in their walk of
faith, but some refuse to admit it. Unfortunately, unless we address the issue and find healing,
it can hinder our relationship with the Lord for a very long time... preventing full trust and/or
intimacy.
Some of this may arise because of a wrong understanding of God's ways. Nowhere in the Bible
does the Lord promise us a perfect life on this earth. Jesus says the opposite: "I have told you
these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but
the Lord delivers him out of them all” (Ps 34:19).

Even though it remains unspoken, many feel if they surrender their life to the Lord and try to
live righteously, their life will flow smoothly. This kind of thinking sets us up for
disappointment. Those who commit their lives to God instinctively expect something in return.
Are those expectations wrong? God surely does promise abundant life with multiple blessings,
nevertheless, no one is excluded from trouble. In fact, true lovers of God may experience more
trouble than others.
We sometimes grow weary and disappointed while waiting on God to do something (some of us
have been seeking Revival for many years). David wrote: “I am exhausted from crying for
help; my throat is parched and dry. My eyes are swollen with weeping, waiting for my God to
help me” (Psalm 69:3). Be careful; disappointments can turn into doubts.
Here are a few foundational facts to review:
1) Because we live in a fallen world, life is unfair and very problematic.
2) God owes us nothing; we owe Him everything.
3) God loves faith; it is impossible to please Him without it. He will orchestrate situations in our
life to build faith.
4) The Lord is in the process of conforming us to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29). He is
creating an object of beauty and worth according to His plan and in His time.
5) God has given man a free will with choices to make!
6) The Almighty has a greater purpose... remember Joseph!
7) He is more concerned about our lasting joy than our temporary happiness.
The Bible never belittles human disappointment but reminds us that our trials are only
temporary. “Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet
the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which
are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 2Cor 4:16-18
Be encouraged, my friend. Try to remember that there really is a very loving Father who has a
perfect plan for your life here on earth… and has a glorious life awaiting you in heaven. He
assures us that He is in control of everything and He will complete His work. If we truly trust
Him, we will never be disappointed with God.
The one who trusts the Lord will realize sooner or later if they are feeling disappointed it simply
means that God is not finished yet. You will be fully satisfied with the fulfillment of His
promises.
Lord please forgive me for being angry and disappointed with You. You are a faithful friend… I
know I can trust You. Help me to place my hope and trust in You once again.
Divine Appointments
Several divine appointments while shopping: The Lord had me approach a few backslidden
Christians to remind them that God wants them to return. He truly is a Good Shepherd. Their
responses varied but the look on their face was very telling. Also prayed for a woman wearing
oxygen in the grocery and the young woman with her. I thought I would simply pray but to my
surprise a flood of prophesy came. Both were really blessed. Another surprise: The County
Executive came to my door with someone running for office… seeking my signature. I prayed a
Spirit-led prayer for both of them on my front porch and the Lord touched them. They were
very blessed. Opportunities abound! Ask God to use you.

Division and Gossip
The Lord has stirred me to write about this more than a few times. Over the years there have
been so many splits in churches and homes. Division has spoiled the work of God over and
over again. We cannot allow the enemy to continue to win! There have been times when I've
been upset or offended by people… especially in church. I could have justified myself,
convinced I was correct and then walked away… but by God’s grace, I am learning to get it
right… humbling myself and forgiving others. How are you doing with this? Be very careful.
Division is crouching at the door. Every time God begins to pour out His Spirit the enemy tries
to cause division. Let’s not fall into this trap again. Gossip is another big problem… and sowing
discord among the brethren is an abomination to the Lord (Prov. 6:19). Be careful!
Doctrine
“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But
in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.’”Acts 10:34-35
Methodists, Lutherans, Catholics, Pentecostals, Baptists and Seventh Day Adventists are all
operating in the gifts of the Holy Spirit? How can this be? Members from diverse doctrinal
backgrounds have been experiencing signs and wonders. It should be obvious that God is
pouring out His Spirit on all flesh. Some of the sons and daughters that are prophesying and
flowing in the Spirit have doctrines that may be quite different from yours. When you observe
God doing these things, logic should certainly dictate that God is no respecter of persons.
The Pharisees considered doctrine to be supreme; and so do religious people of today. But
Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their dogmatic approach. Be careful that you don’t make the
same mistake. There will be no rewards handed out for the one with the best doctrine. The
Lord is far more interested in your heart.
Maybe you will be surprised to see those in heaven whose beliefs you did not agree with. Yes,
they embraced Jesus’ death and resurrection but, “Those other things are complete heresy.”
Surprise! The blood of Jesus even covers inaccurate doctrines. And that’s not all; their position
of honor and responsibility in heaven may be greater than the ones with the “perfect” doctrine
and the “correct” order of service. While they were busy searching the scriptures to prove the
so-called heretics wrong, criticizing their doctrines and practices, these imperfect ones were
pouring out their heart… giving, serving and loving.
Any doctrine that denies Salvation through the shed blood of Jesus Christ or tolerates sin is
heresy; make no mistake about that! The Apostle’s Creed is an excellent criterion for sound
doctrine and has been the foundational standard for nearly 2000 years... Lord of the harvest,
please forgive me for my judgmental heart. Help me to lovingly receive all of my brothers and
sisters in Christ. By Your grace, as You give opportunity, I will serve them and serve with them.
Do What Your Father Is Doing
Some people focus on what the devil is doing… and yes, he has been causing a lot of suffering.
For sure, we have authority over demons in Jesus Christ and should be using it. But there is so
much more than that. My question to this is always “What is God doing in this situation”? Your
understanding will be deeper and your ministry more effective if you ask this question... and
then do what you see your Father doing.

Do You Really Want to Hear?
Many have said they want to follow God’s leading and accomplish His purpose. But dear
Christian, you must be willing to be uncomfortable for His sake... and inconvenienced. We say
that we want to hear His voice… until He prompts us to do something that makes us
uncomfortable. Those who will consistently bear fruit are learning to die to themselves and will
eventually surrender their comfort, reputation, time, money… everything. He is so worth it,
beloved. Love Him with all of your heart, soul and strength. I am almost always uncomfortable
when doing street ministry, but I step forward in the Spirit saying, “I love You, Lord, more than
I love myself.”
Doctrine of Dying
“We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed-- always carrying about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For
we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So, then death is working in us, but life in you.” 2Corinthians
4:8-12
Paul was notified when our Lord first called him that he would suffer greatly... and surely this
came to pass. What a difficult ministry- whipped, beaten with rods, stoned, shipwrecked, with
various perils, weariness and toils, sleeplessness, hunger and thirst, cold and nakedness...
absolutely incredible! But read on- this next line is extremely revealing. Perhaps we are so
taken back by Paul’s suffering that we miss the reason for it. This is a key principle of fruitful
ministry and the foundation of the doctrine of dying to self.
Paul goes on to explain why he was hard pressed, perplexed, persecuted and struck down. The
reason: “… that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are
always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
mortal flesh. So, then death is working in us, but life in you.” Do you understand? Paul’s life
was crushed; he was made weak, always delivered to death... so that the life of Jesus may be
made manifest in his mortal body! “Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak,
then I am strong” (2Cor.12: 9,10). Do you see? Death was working in Paul so that life could
flow from him to others.
This is not only true for Paul, but a biographical sketch of any fruitful servant of God always
reveals trials, sufferings, frailties and failures... death being at work in their mortal bodies,
making them strong and powerful in the Spirit. Watchman Nee wrote, “It is through your
wounds that the Holy Spirit flows out from you.” I know many saints who minister out of their
woundedness, weakness and brokenness. They struggle or wrestle, but Spirit-life flows out
from them and many are blessed. Conversely, there are those who have it all together and act
like they are moving in power, but actually demonstrate very little. They are strong, relying
upon themselves.
Paul gives us another reason for the intense trials that work death in us: “Yes, we had the
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the
dead…” (2Cor. 1:9). We are to be dependent upon God. Most Christians pledge allegiance to
this concept but few actually live that way. Complete dependency is the place where faith is
grown and power made manifest.

Have you ever wondered why Jesus told the twelve when He sent them to the towns and
villages of Israel, "Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts, nor bag for
your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs…”? (Matt. 10:9,10). The state of total
dependency is an incubator for faith… and the subsequent release of spiritual power!
Be encouraged, disciple, the dying process is the work of God and He has been with you every
step of the way. He allowed, or perhaps even arranged the circumstances that worked death in
Paul. He is doing the same for you. No need to bring it upon yourself. The Lord has seasons for
refining, pruning and breaking, to a lesser or greater degree, according to His plans and
purpose for you. He will perform it and bring it to completion… to the glory of His name, for the
blessing of others.
It is important to note that miracle power can be released through any Christian vessel for the
sake of the hurting masses. Nonetheless, self-reliance and pride are major hindrances to the
work of God. Transforming Holy Spirit power flows best through the weak and broken. History
clearly reveals these things.
Don't Baby Yourself
"Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." Matt. 11:29-30
When taken in context, this passage pertains to the burdens of the law and other religious
practices. But haven't we needed to apply this scripture to our hectic, overburdened lives and
ministries? Thank God for the rest we find in Christ. Dear servant of the Most High there is a lot
required of you; make no mistake about that. However, at the end of the day, having given
your all, it is so good to know that the battle is the Lord's. "'Not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit,' says the Lord of hosts." I hope you are comforted and encouraged by these words.
Nevertheless:
Have you stopped to consider who Jesus was speaking to when He mentioned this "light
burden" - the era and the culture? Ponder for a moment what an "easy yoke" looks like. After
Jesus told His disciples, "My yoke is easy and my burden is light" He may have said, "OK, let's
go to Capernaum, or Nazareth, or Jerusalem." I mean they had to walk 10 miles… even 50
miles or more! And it gets hot in Israel! They sweat and ached and got tired. "Come follow Me,"
He said… and they did! They were willing to be uncomfortable for Jesus.
As a matter of fact, life in Jesus' day was no picnic, nor during the following 18 centuries. It
required a great deal of effort to prepare meals… gathering the crops, butchering the livestock
and chopping wood for a fire. Washing clothes was no small chore either, or plowing the fields,
or taking your goods to market. It was quite normal to work from morning till night. This was
the setting for the "My yoke is easy and My burden is light" sermon.
How is it that we have become so soft? We do a few hours of hard work and then complain.
Dear disciple, you will be standing amidst the multitudes from previous generations in that
great and glorious Day. What will you say to them? "My air conditioner wasn't working- that's
why I couldn't get any work done." Please hear what I'm saying. Our God is not a slave-driver
so rest when you need to rest… and work hard when you must work. Don't baby yourself! The
soon coming, now unfolding Revival – with its evangelism, discipleship and sending out, the
various works of mercy and all of the aspects of reformation will require a great deal of
stamina. One more thing to consider: Work smarter- there is no need to duplicate services.
Organize, prioritize and avoid redundancy. Truly seek God's guidance. He will show you how to
best do the job at hand. And do all things "as unto the Lord."

Don’t be Ashamed of Jesus
It is absolutely necessary to break out of the “politically correct” mentality…accepting lies as
truth and being afraid to offend anyone. We must not be ashamed of Jesus or His words. This
is our challenge: to be light in the present darkness and courageously take a stand for truth
with love, in a society that has accepted the lies of the enemy. Please do not be ashamed of
Jesus or His teachings.
Don’t be Naive
We must not be naïve in our understanding of God. He surely is a loving Father who heals,
strengthens and delivers but He is also the sovereign Creator of the universe… glorious beyond
comprehension. During this season when the entitlement mentality prevails it is absolutely
essential to understand that this awesome God does not negotiate. His word is true; His son
Jesus is the only way to heaven!
Our loving God sent His only Son to pay for our sins… to bleed and die on a cross. He offers a
complete pardon to all who will trust in Jesus. If there were other ways to heaven why would
God allow His Son to suffer such a horrible death? If you refuse to receive Jesus' incredible
sacrifice for your sins you are refusing God’s love and mercy… and must then suffer the penalty
yourself. Dear disciple, know this well… and teach it boldly.
Don’t Leave Now
Be careful. Do not allow hurt, upset or offense to cause you to leave your church or job. If you
do you will miss a blessing and delay God’s purpose for your life. You will have to learn this
same lesson in the next location. Stay put, seek the Lord, quiet your spirit, forgive and keep
putting one foot in front of the other. If you will do this now your breakthrough will soon come
and you will enter your divine purpose with much joy and fruitfulness.
No one likes adversity, discomfort or inconvenience. Nevertheless, as you mature in Christ you
begin to realize that God, who is in control of all things, has allowed it for a purpose and will
work it for your good. It surely can be painful but if you run from every difficult situation you
will not grow spiritually and you will miss many valuable opportunities. Be led by the Spirit of
God, not your feelings… learn to walk in unity with a heart of forgiveness. Be encouraged,
beloved; the Lord has good plans for you. This is the word of the Lord.
Don’t Rejoice
Don’t rejoice when sinners are punished. Ask God to give you a heart of compassion for them.
Pray that He will be merciful and will bring them to repentance. God desires that none would
perish and sent Jesus not to condemn but to save (John 3:17). When Jesus quoted Isaiah 61 in
the synagogue (Luke 4:18-19) “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me…” He conspicuously stopped
short of saying “the day of vengeance of our God.” That day of vengeance will surely come but
for now ask God for His mercy and grace.
Dying to Self
We are introduced to Paul the apostle at the scene of Stephen’s stoning. He is an accomplice to
murder. He is also filled with SELF, self-righteousness. However, about 20 years after his
conversion, Paul wrote this: “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).

Paul had died to self and now lived his life in Christ. What about you: are you self-sufficient,
self-centered, self-indulgent or self-righteous? Everything you do, may in some way, satisfy
self. Even doing things for others makes you feel good. And if it doesn’t make you feel good,
look good, or in some way compensate, you really don’t want to do it! Many Christians are full
of self and don’t even realize it!
God desires to give Himself completely to you, beloved, and does so according to your capacity
to receive Him. Needless to say, a life filled with self has a lesser capacity for God. You have
asked Him for more of Himself, and MORE He desires to give, but the dregs of self must be
emptied. Because of His great love for you, the Holy One will arrange circumstances to bring
your self-life to destruction. These seasons are usually painful and even more so if you resist.
Unfortunately, most people are reluctant to submit to such a transformation because they
simply love themselves too much!
The Lord desires to bring you far beyond this immature state, to a place of intimate
communion, to become His friend and His Bride. He longs to take you deeper and deeper still,
until as Paul said, “It is no longer I who lives, but Christ lives in me.” Dear child, every true
servant of Jesus must die to self; there is no alternative. Do not be satisfied with lesser things.
God will do the work. Please do not stop short of the goal.
"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and
where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor”
(John 12:24-26).
Death Benefits:
Having said so much about dying to self, it may be wise to explore some of the positive
aspects. I mean, “Why should I go through all of this?” Beloved, relax and you will agree; dying
is a very good thing!
1) You will draw near to God, unhindered by pride, fear or doubt. Intimacy will quickly supplant
religion and religious activity.
2) You will have total freedom to worship: sing, dance, whatever. It does not matter what
others think.
3) You can now love and serve your family, and others, selflessly… genuine agape.
4) Boldness to witness for Christ will replace self-conscious timidity.
5) You will be given true spiritual authority. Because you are dead with no agenda of your own,
you can be trusted to fulfill the Lord’s purposes.
6) Your time has become His. You will accomplish so much more in the power of the Spirit.
7) Generosity and the forgiving of others will become second nature because His love, mercy
and compassion, His very heart has now become your heart!
Electrician
We were doing an evangelistic tent meeting in Albany, NY. The tent was up, chairs in place,
lights and equipment set, but for some reason we couldn’t get the generator to work. Time was
running out and we just couldn’t make it happen. “Lord, we need an electrician.” A few minutes
later a man came walking through the tent. I boldly asked if he was an electrician… and he said
YES! He fixed it in a few minutes. Come on now! Was he a neighbor… or an angel? Don’t tell
me it was a coincidence. No one but God knew we needed help. Our Father is awesome and will
supply everything you need!

Encouragement
Not many can continue to pour themselves out when they see little or no results. This is where
faith and trust come in… as well as perseverance. So many have stepped back because of
discouragement. I believe the Lord would speak to you: “I want to encourage you today and let
you know you have already been a blessing to many in ways you are unaware of. I know you
desire to be more fruitful. I love you, says the Lord, and have been doing a deep work within.
It won't be long before My love and power flows through you in greater measure and many
more will be blessed. You will be fully satisfied!”
Exceedingly Glad
A friend and I were preaching and handing out tracts in Schenectady, NY when 2 guys
approached, cursing and spitting at us. They grabbed the tracts and tore them up. Anger and
fear arose simultaneously but before I could act, Holy Spirit began to speak from deep within:
"Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven…”
(Matt. 5:11-12). Tears came as joy flooded my soul. They finished their rant and left… but I
was filled with overwhelming joy! Praise and thanksgiving to our glorious God!
Exchanging the Truth
It is easier for a Christian to modify their doctrine to accommodate their sexual desires than to
outright disobey God. The person with homosexual tendencies who relieves the pressure in this
way will have to spend the rest of their life defending their new beliefs and will eventually
become angry, bitter and even feel hatred toward anyone who challenges them. Exchanging
God’s truth for a lie only leads to more pain. Be aware of this deception and ask God to show
you how to set the captives free.
Excuse for Giving Up
After my cardiac catheterization, the cardiologist said my arteries were clean, I had the arteries
of a young man. (I told you that miraculous testimony.) When he said this, two thoughts
collided: “Praise God!” and “There goes that excuse.” Remember, I was suffering burnout at
the time. Coronary artery disease would have been a legitimate excuse to stay out of the
ministry. Do you hear what I’m saying? Some people really don’t want to be healed. They use
their illness as an excuse to give up.
Excuses for Sinning
Did you ever notice how you excuse yourself just before you decide to sin? (I certainly did in
my past sinful life.) You know very well that if you open that email or webpage you will view
pornography. If you take one drink, you will have six or more. If you go to that online store,
you will buy things that you don't need and can't afford. If you continue the conversation, you
will gossip or say something hurtful. What excuse do you give yourself before you choose to do
the thing that you know you shouldn't do?
You usually try to please the Lord, but in a moment of weakness you turn away from Him and
choose to please yourself. You attempt to block all thoughts of God and may tell yourself:
"Nobody cares about me." "I'm so lonely." "It just doesn't matter anymore." "I deserve to have
some fun." You may even try to justify yourself theologically!

When discouragement and disappointment surface there is a greater tendency to sin. You hope
to relieve your troubles with an indulgence of pleasure. You know this is true. Those things that
you would quickly turn from become more appealing when you are fatigued, lonely, or under a
lot of pressure. Dear disciple, you have been learning a few things about yourself - this is very
good. Even in the midst of weakness, you can choose to turn from temptation. God will make a
way of escape. You must not associate with those who will lead you into sin and you can't
blame them if you fall. Neither can you blame the demons of hell for attacking you. You are
solely responsible for your own words and actions.
Let your excuses now become warning signs. When you find them in your mind or on your lips,
RUN to God. He will help you. "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it" (1Cor.
10:13).
Exhortation
Years ago, we were expecting revival to come soon. Instead, the church entered the “plateau
of preparation.” These years have been filled with refining and pruning. We have been on the
Potter’s wheel… being conformed to His image. (Painful!) During this season the Lord amplified
the grace message to bring healing and restoration. However, God is now moving again… and
some want to remain comfortable. Expect to hear strong words of exhortation! The Lord is
awakening and challenging His people to move forward… using their spiritual gifts again. New
vision is being cast! Get ready! It is important to know that your loving Father emphasizes
different aspects of His word at different seasons. God has begun to move again. Hear what He
is saying today. Do what He is doing today.
Experience God
Christianity is much more than going to church, doing acts of kindness and putting money in
the offering. Of course, these are good things but have you ever truly experienced God? I
mean do you hear His quiet voice, know the prompting of His Spirit or sense His gentle
presence? Do you make the time to talk with Him? Our loving Father is a VERY real person and
He wants to have a personal relationship with you. Tell Him you want to know Him intimately
and feel His presence. You are in for a wonderful surprise!
Exposing a Quitting Spirit
The Lord wants to expose a mindset that has crept into the church… especially during this
generation. Some truly believe that God always wants them happy and blessed and when
something becomes unpleasant or difficult they think “this surely can’t be God's will for me.”
This way of thinking blames everything on the devil or man and leaves no room for God's
sovereign authority over every situation. It enables a quitting spirit... causing them to run
away from problems.
Please know that God will use difficult situations to refine and prune you… working
perseverance and endurance into your life… maturing your character and teaching you to
forgive and love the unlovable as He does. Make no mistake, God always wants to heal and
deliver us from sickness and demons. He does not make us sick to teach us a lesson, but He
will surely allow difficulty into your life and fashion you on the potter’s wheel… and place you in
the hot kiln. He is also mindful that we are mere earthen vessels and shapes us with a loving
hand.

Eyes of the Soul
"The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of
light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness...”(Matt 6:22-23). The
“eye” in this verse refers to our perception of any given situation... the way we see things. We
can misinterpret the words or actions of others as they pass through the filters of our painful
past experiences… giving us a skewed or negative view. Jesus wants to clear your “eyes” and
bring the light of truth to your innermost being… to heal your soul. Ask Him now to show you
the truth. The truth will set you free.
Faith
People have told me they can’t believe, that they have no faith. But this is not true, “… God has
dealt to each one a measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). Most of us sit on a chair without checking to
see if its legs will hold our weight. And we board a plane believing the pilot will get us to our
destination. It’s not that you don’t have faith… it’s a matter of where you choose to place it. If
you can put your life in the hands of a pilot, why not in the hands of a loving God? It’s not that
you can’t believe in God. Isn’t it really about not wanting to believe... because you don’t want
to be accountable to Him? Be aware of these things, disciple. You will hear these same
excuses.
Just as “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb.11:1)
so is money in the natural. Let’s say you hope to get a pair shoes. The money in your hand is
the substance of the thing hoped for. It is the evidence that those shoes will soon be yours.
Even so, faith is the currency of heaven... and you only need a little to do great and mighty
things (Matt.17:20). You believe the word of the Lord. You ask Him in faith… and receive by
faith what will soon be yours!
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). It’s important
to understand this verse. In Greek, “word of God” is “rhematos Christou” … the living, spoken
word of Christ. In other words, faith comes when God speaks to you… when a Bible passage
comes alive or through a sermon or a prophetic word… when His Spirit speaks to your spirit.
The living rhema word of God quickens your faith!
Faith and Patience
There are many who have been waiting a long time for something... personal or kingdom.
Some are discouraged and have been tempted to turn back. Dear friend, the Lord wants to
encourage you today. He has not forgotten you… delay does not mean refusal. This season has
been absolutely necessary for your preparation and for God’s perfect timing involving many
factors (other people, places and circumstances). Trust Him, beloved “…that you do not
become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (Heb.
6:12). Soon the Master will call your name… and you will be very glad you waited!
Faith Must Be Nurtured
While touring Israel our guide often mentioned the many olive and fig trees and gardens. She
reminded us that most of Israel was a desert before the Jewish people returned 70 years ago.
They planted all of this and if these green areas are not watered and cared for they will become
desert again. This is an excellent picture of our spiritual life – it must be nurtured. Prayer,
worship, the word, fellowship with other Christians, ministry to others… all of this is needed to
keep your faith vibrant and growing. If you don’t, your faith won’t bear fruit… it will wither and
die.

Family Dollar Store Testimony
We stopped at Family Dollar, bought a few things then sat in the car. I was getting ready to
leave when my wife told me she needed to go back inside and say something to the cashier.
The woman was now in the aisle stocking the shelves… God’s perfect timing! Lori gave her a
powerful word of knowledge and prophecy, shared her testimony and then prayed… leaving this
lady full of hope and joy. Praise the Lord! I am so proud of Lori Whitehouse. She is an
awesome disciple of Jesus Christ.
Father Allows Adversity
When my kids were little I could have kept them in the house all the time and protected them
from every problem… but I didn't. A loving father allows his kids to face the world and all of its
adversity. In the process they grow and mature. I also gave them chores that they didn’t want
to do. You see it was not all about making my kids happy and keeping them comfortable.
Please understand your God. He is a loving Father who allows adversity in your life that will
cause you to mature into responsible sons and daughters who are able to fulfill His purposes in
the earth. It is not all about making you happy and comfortable.
Father’s Heart
God is all powerful, all knowing, everywhere at the same time. He is the awesome creator of
the universe… things seen and unseen. Just to blow your mind… here are a few stats: There
are about 250 billion stars in our galaxy… and about 2 trillion galaxies. There are over 100
million praising angels around God’s throne. He hears and answers millions of prayers
simultaneously. This glorious God is beyond comprehension... or is He?
The Ancient of Days chose to reveal Himself to us as a loving Father.
So, what does a loving Father look like?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kind, gentle, merciful, encouraging, edifying, uplifting… a giver of good gifts
He will hold you in His arms and comfort you
He is a teacher… giving many opportunities to learn
He corrects and disciplines… but only because He loves you and wants the best for you
He forgives and lifts you up when you fall
He delights in seeing His children mature… fulfilling their purpose, their destiny
He gives responsibility and challenges His children to get it right… learning to hear His
voice and do His will
He allows you to make mistakes and even to fail if it will teach you and work for your
good.

If you grew up without a father you may find it hard to trust God… feeling that He won’t be
there for you. Or you may have had a disinterested, mean or abusive father. This has hindered
your understanding of your heavenly Father by causing you to think He is a strict disciplinarian
or He may not supply what you need. This can surely dampen your faith.
Your heavenly Father loves you so much and wants to rewire your thinking. He will heal your
image of Father God. Ask Him to do that now. When you come to the revelation of who your
Father really is and how much He loves you … you won’t be able to contain yourself. I mean….
Your Father is God!

Fear
“But He said to them, ‘Why are you fearful, O you of little faith …’” Matthew 8:26
Do you pander to your fears? This should not be. Fear is an enemy and every time you submit
to that enemy, you lose ground. These words are not meant to be callous or insensitive; fear
can be very painful. Nonetheless, fear must be resisted. You can gain the victory. You must!
The Kingdom of God has suffered major setbacks because of fear. The fear of man, fear of
rejection or loss of reputation has most definitely hindered and even prevented many from
being a witness for Jesus. Some have a fear of failure so they never try to do much of
anything. Others fear loss and they cleave to what they have. The fear of flying has kept
families apart and the fear of heights, insects, or water can cause the loss of time, enjoyment,
and fellowship. What are your fears? Are you working to overcome them or have you
surrendered to them? Begin to see these fears as a challenge, something to defeat. You can do
all things through Christ who strengthens you!
How does God view fear? He has compassion toward all who call upon His name and He wants
to relieve your fears. The Lord has given you a measure of faith to help you withstand fear.
Your Father wants you to trust Him in every aspect of your life; whether it is fear of a snake or
a thief. Will you allow faith to rise up within you?
God is gentle and understanding, but He will not allow you to make excuses. You cannot say, “I
couldn’t do what You asked because I was afraid.” The definition of a coward is one whose
actions are dictated by fear. You are not a coward, disciple, you are a servant of the Most High
God. He will help you overcome fear as you exercise your faith. Please trust Him!
Fear of God
God’s grace is so awesome. He truly is a good, good Father. For the past several years He has
been revealing Himself in this manner and many have been teaching the radical grace
message. This has brought healing to those who were in bondage to guilt and condemnation.
Nevertheless, the Lord now wants you to know that in addition to magnifying “grace” you must
also learn the fear of God… for your own protection. Read the letters to the 7 churches
(Revelations 2 and 3). Jesus is speaking to actual New Testament churches… strongly warning
some of them. You need to know this side of Jesus too.
The fear of God is like a barb wire fence on the perimeter of your father’s large ranch. When
you are standing with your father in the center of the property you never think about the
fence… you enjoy his companionship. “Perfect love casts out fear…” (1John 4:18) However, on
a dark night, if you should wander, that fence is there to prick you and keep you from the
danger and destruction lurking on the other side.
If you continue to do something God has told you not to… or refuse to do something He has...
there will be consequences. Our God is not angry or mean, wanting to punish you for breaking
His rules. He is a loving Father who encourages AND corrects His children so that we will be all
that we can be (Heb. 12:5-11). Discipline can be painful; believe me. Ask any true son or
daughter… they will tell you. Learn to obey your Father. He loves you so much and has good
things planned for you. Dear disciple, learn to fear God and teach others to do the same. This
message must be restored to the church… with balance and full of grace.
Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Acts 5:5 “Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear
came upon all those who heard these things.”
Acts 5:11 “So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these things.”
Acts 9:31 “Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were
edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were
multiplied.”
Romans 11:19-22 “You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in."
Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty,
but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.
Therefore, consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward
you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.”
1Peter 2:17 “Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.”
Revelation 14:7 “…saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of
His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of
water."
Hebrews 12:25-29 “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who
refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him
who speaks from heaven, whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying,
"Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven." Now this, "Yet once more,"
indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that
the things which cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom
which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.”
Feeling Guilty
Feeling guilty after doing something wrong is a good thing… a normal function of your
conscience. It’s supposed to bring us to repentance toward God and to ask forgiveness of those
we have wounded. Unfortunately, some refuse to humble themselves when they feel the sting
of guilt. Instead, they blame others. I encourage you to take another look at the things you
blame others for. Some of this may be your fault. You will not be healed until you agree with
the truth and take responsibility for your actions. Guilt and condemnation after repentance is
never from God. The blood of Jesus is sufficient!
Fierce Storms
In this hour when fierce storms and fire ravage our land what are we to do? How do we
understand these things? Please receive what I’m about to say. I believe this writing is from
the Lord. I awoke this morning stirred to write; God wants us to understand: 1) First and
foremost, you must know that God is in control of all things. If this were not so, He would not
be God. 2) God has allowed these calamities to occur. The devil is far less powerful than God
and never takes Him by surprise. 3) These disasters could have natural causes or they could
have been stirred by the devil. Some storms could come from God Himself “Therefore thus
says the Lord God: “I will cause a stormy wind to break forth in My fury; and there shall be a
flooding rain in My anger, and great hailstones in fury to consume it” (Ezk.13:13). I realize this
is an unpopular concept but this is the truth of Scripture. I am not saying that all of this is from
God… but we must consider the possibility.

For sure, God has allowed it or it wouldn’t be happening. Now this leads us to the big question:
Why? Remember, God knows each individual involved… their life, their thoughts, their destiny.
And He also knows each hindrance to the fulfillment of His plan for their life. He allows shaking
and upset for a very good purpose… for some, they will be displaced to the location where their
best future unfolds. Some will be shaken free from the idols they hold dear and will now come
closer to the One who truly loves them. You can be certain “that ALL things work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose” (Rom.8:28).
For those already walking close to God this becomes a time of testing. For those who have
wandered it could be a chastening. Either way it is an act of love. As a result of adversity, we
become stronger, wiser and more fruitful… if we will trust God and draw near to Him. Or we
can become angry and bitter. Our loving Father is for us… not against us. He will bring us
through every storm of life and cause us to be all that we can be in Christ.
So, what should we do? 1) Ask God to forgive our sins (2Chr.7:14) and turn away from them
by His grace. 2) Pray for God's mercy. 3) Listen for Holy Spirit guidance. If this adversity
comes from the devil take a stand with your authority in Christ and push it back! 4) Pray that
the Church will arise and shine brightly in the darkness. 5) Praise and thank God in the midst of
adversity and trust Him. Having come through this you will be blessed like never before… and
be a blessing to many.
Filling the Void
God made man with an empty place within that can only be filled with Himself. Unfortunately,
most of us try to fill that void with lesser things. It could be religious practices, education,
relationships, money, material things, etc. thinking these will bring lasting satisfaction. If you
haven’t figured it out yet, they do not. Far too many have climbed the ladder to success only to
find more emptiness on the top. Isn’t it time to surrender your life to Jesus Christ? He gives
lasting fulfillment and peace… and eternal life!
I have never met a backslidden Christian who was truly happy. There is an awareness deep
within their soul… a need to reconcile with God. It’s time to come home now. Your loving
Father is calling you. Dear disciple… know these things and teach them.
Finish the Race
I told you about preaching the gospel on Mars Hill in Athens. (You may have seen the video.) I
want you to know that only a few years before doing that I was burned out, discouraged and
didn’t feel very good about myself. I thought I was done with ministry. Nevertheless, our loving
God awakened me and because of His grace and mercy souls are being saved and lives
changed by the power of His Spirit. The Lord wants you to know that you are not finished… and
He is not finished with you. “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29).
It’s time to GET UP and finish your race!
Fish Story
Years ago, I took my neighbor fishing. I had been telling him about the miracles of Jesus. He
did not know the Lord. He was reeling in a good fish when the line snapped… and He
complained that he just lost his favorite lure. Boldly, by the Spirit no doubt, I prayed out loud,
“Lord help us get that lure back.” Minutes later I caught that bass with the neighbor's lure still
in its mouth. He later prayed with me to receive salvation! I have seen many incredible things
like this. Our God is very real!

Five-Fold Ministers See Things Differently
Dear disciple, it is important to understand that each of the five-fold ministers (Eph. 4:11) view
things differently. Don’t expect them to see and do things as you would. An evangelist sees
things from the perspective of winning souls. “Don’t offend; win them to Christ.” A prophet, on
the other hand, views things more in terms of righteousness, what is right and what is wrong.
An apostle sees the big picture and is gifted to put things in order while the pastor is focused
on shepherding the flock. A teacher loves the Word and believes lives can be changed by good
teaching. All are needed. Most fivefold ministers have a combination of two or more ministry
gifts and the dominant gift defines their office. How marvelous and fruitful when five-fold
ministers work together in unity. Welcome to the Kingdom!
Following Religious Practices
Much of mankind is inclined to follow religious practices. You can see it in every culture…
various religions with rules and methods, all trying to gain their god’s favor. There are many
Christians who also tend to follow religious practices, thinking this pleases God. But Jesus did
not come to institute a religion. He purchased our salvation through His death and resurrection
and made a way for us to have a personal relationship with our loving God! He also gave His
Spirit to guide and empower us. There is so much more to Christianity than merely following
religious practices. Be sure to remind the people of these things.
Forgive or be Tormented
If you refuse to forgive someone you will open yourself to be tormented by demons. Read
Matt.18:21-35. The king in this story is a type of our heavenly Father. He is furious with the
servant who would not forgive… and turned him over to the tormentors. In saying this I’m not
insensitive to the wounds of offense. I understand and desire to help. God doesn’t want
someone to be tormented the rest of their life. They can choose to forgive right now… healing
will soon follow. Remember: Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is an act of your will… and it is not
optional. I must remind you of this again.
Fourth Dimension
Perhaps you know it by another name… but maybe it's good for us to use different terminology
once in a while. We can become complacent with the old and disregard important truth.
Anyway, we usually call it the Kingdom of God or life in the Spirit. The term Resurrection Life
could also be applicable. But whatever you call it, the Church needs to know about it and we
need to begin to live there. Let's explore the “4th Dimension.”
Where is this place and how do you get there? The 4th dimension is in your midst, in you and
all around you (Luke17:21). This spiritual realm is superimposed over the physical world… and
you must be born again to pass from one to the other (John 3:3). Of course, all of us were
born into the 3rd dimension, the natural world, but we must be born again of the Spirit to
actually see or perceive spiritual reality. Although there are counterfeit doors via the occult and
false religions, Jesus is the only true door (John 10:1-9) to this realm. Those who are born
again pass from death to life and their spiritual eyes are opened. Nevertheless, this is only the
beginning. You must learn to walk in the Spirit and live in the Spirit. It is a narrow way and few
find it. In fact, most of Christianity lives in the natural realm. And yet all are welcome to come
up higher. The Lord sincerely desires that His sons and daughters enter in.

The entrance way to 4th dimension Kingdom living is called faith. How powerful, how real this
place is! The Lord repeatedly beckons, "Trust Me; believe Me; I'm telling you the truth." "…for
assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
`Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you'" (Matt
17:20). You must have eyes of faith to enter into the supernatural… and you must continue to
walk in faith to remain there! Like Peter walking on the water, those walking in the 4th
dimension can sink to the 3rd if they choose to look at circumstances. And if faith is the
entrance to supernatural living, dying to self is the vestibule. Painful? Usually, but absolutely
necessary! If not, you will remain in the natural realm, ruled by your natural senses and
appetites. Living in the Truth is also an essential element for maintaining your Spirit life. Selfdeceptions, excuses and rationalizations will keep you tethered to the dock.
Legalism and religious ways are found in the 3rd dimension, Holy Spirit guidance in the 4th.
Walking in the Spirit encourages freedom. Holiness and righteousness are possible because you
reckon yourself dead to sin and alive to Christ. You have been crucified to the lusts of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, crucified to the 3rd dimension. Although you live in
the flesh, you are not of the flesh; you are a new creature! We are not speaking of sinless
perfection here, but an overcoming spirit and the steady progression of personal sanctification.
Make no mistake about it; obedience is mandatory! Adam and Eve lived in the 4th dimension;
they were literally clothed in glory! But when they sinned, they plunged from the 4th dimension
back to the 3rd … and what a fall it was. Six millennia have passed and the ramifications
continue their outward ripple.
The 4th dimension is a place of genuine sacrificial love, where power and authority are made
manifest. Miracles occur regularly and wisdom and truth come forth effortlessly. Vision and
direction are clear - you can truly SEE! Truth is paramount, truth in the inward parts and in all
that is said and done. Unity of the Spirit is found here, not the superficiality of reducing
everything to the lowest common denominator. This place is far beyond the operation of
spiritual gifts. You speak, declare and proclaim the Spirit-breathed words of God and they do
not return void; they accomplish His purpose. There is extraordinary authority.
Dear disciple, there is a great need and an urgency for the sons of God to rise up and enter this
level of spiritual life. The earth and all that it contains was intended to reflect the glory of the
Lord, but it has become corrupt and decadent. All that is not transformed by His glory will
someday experience His wrath (Revelations). If you will allow the Master to bring you higher,
requiring your surrender and obedience, you will enter into the 4th dimension while everything
else is being shaken. You will find yourself in the ascension position to bring salvation,
deliverance and miracles to those who are in desperate need.
The preparatory season is well in progress. Many of you know exactly what I mean. It has been
quite painful and oh so difficult, causing you to cry out to God every day. Overcome, dear
disciple- you must endure and overcome. This narrow hallway may seem long and dark, but it
leads to a much larger room… and you are almost there! You won’t be satisfied with lesser
things.
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and
greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My
name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My
name, I will do it. If you love Me, keep My commandments… At that day you will know that I
am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them,
it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and
manifest Myself to him. Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, 'Lord, how is it that You will manifest
Yourself to us, and not to the world?' Jesus answered and said to him, 'If anyone loves Me, he

will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is
not Mine but the Father's who sent Me.'" John 14:12-14; 20-24
Freedom
Freedom from a persistent sin, worry or sickness can come differently than you might expect.
Many Christians focus on the issue and strive to get it right. Sometimes this works but
sometimes it magnifies the problem. Please consider this method: spend your effort diligently
seeking God instead of seeking a resolution to your problem. Praise and worship Him, get to
know Him. If you focus on the issue, that may be all you can see. Continue to focus on our
loving God and your problem will decrease. Maybe not overnight but over time you will be
closer to God and realize your issue is gone!
Freedom for New Christians
When the harvest begins to come in, there are some things we must do if we are to build
wisely. Let’s help those returning to the Lord… and those making a new commitment to get
free from demonic oppression and unforgiveness. These giants will hinder their spiritual
growth and eventually affect your church. Within the first few months after their salvation help
them deal with these issues. (Speak with them personally or have a weekend seminar.) Why
should years go by with all of this inner turmoil? Your church will be stronger and more
committed if you do this. It should become the standard throughout all of Christianity.
Friend of God
"No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I
have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you."
John 15:15.
When it comes to spiritual things many Christians read the Bible, go to church, listen to a
message and, in some way, try to be a good person throughout the week. There are also those
with a deeper level of commitment who try their best to listen for the Lord's voice and obey His
directions, even willing to be inconvenienced.
It seems to me that most of us who serve the Lord, whatever our level of commitment, have a
servant mentality. I mean, we see Jesus as our Master and we are His servants… of course this
is biblical. Nevertheless, we see in John 15:15 that the Lord has more for us... something
deeper and more intimate. He wants to be your friend. Jesus wants to share His heart with you
and tell you secret things. He wants to spend time with you and have you share your heart
with Him... your likes and dislikes, your joys and sorrows. I'm not talking about things like
ministry needs and prayerful intercession I’m speaking of relational conversation with Jesus...
talking and listening
"So how do I do this?" you ask. Well, I’m still learning how to be His friend but this is what I
do: I told the Lord I wanted to be His friend but I don't really know how to do this; please help
me. I try to acknowledge His presence throughout the day, busy or not. This only takes a few
minutes. Sometimes I can really sense His presence and He fills me with joy. But this is not all
about feelings. The Word of God tells us He will never leave us or forsake us (Heb.13:5). God is
with you, my friend. He dwells in you! I talk with Him throughout the day about many things,
the mundane common things of life, sometimes funny things. I have found Him to have a good
sense of humor. Sometimes I just sit with Him and my mind tends to wander, but He is patient

with me. Over the years during these intimate times He has shown me so many things about
Himself and His ways… about others and about His creation. He is such a loving Friend.
Christianity is so much more than doing things for God and trying to stay out of trouble. It is
important for us to reprioritize. There are many dark days ahead, dear disciple, and we will be
called upon to shine brightly in the darkness. We must draw near to Him now and be
strengthened, encouraged and refilled in His loving presence. You have just received a "friend
request" from GOD. Will you accept it? He loves you so much!
From the Father’s Hand
“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart
from your Father's will” (Matt.10:29). Does everything come from the hand of God? You may
quickly agree that every blessing comes down from the Father of lights, but what about the
adversities? How can this be true, when sinful, foolish men perpetrate such great harm, and
the devil vomits forth sickness and death? To understand, you must go deeper, dear saint. Do
you think for a minute that God has lost control of His creation? The scripture obviously
repudiates such foolish thinking. God is the sovereign King of the Universe. Period!
In Matthew chapter 10, Jesus is telling His disciples, “Don’t be afraid. Your Father in heaven is
in control of all things. Not even a sparrow ‘falls to the ground apart from your Father's will.’”
Nonetheless, a few years later, some of these same disciples fell into the hands of sinful men
and were brutally murdered. We must then logically conclude that God the Father, according to
His timing and purposes, allowed His servants to be martyred. They were not taken out of His
hand by the less powerful devil or by mere men, but they were willingly given unto death by
the Almighty. How good it would be if we could understand this: "Everything that pertains to
your life is held in the providence of God, and only those things can happen that He deems
should happen" (Gordon Lindsay). What peace there is when you maintain this perspective.
Should we then, in total resignation, submit to everything that befalls us? Be careful, beloved,
you could make a big mistake here. God allows obstacles to come into your path for the
purpose of overcoming them, not for you to lie down and die. He is giving you an opportunity
to develop your faith and character, strengthening you, and challenging you to advance. If your
adversity comes from the devil, stand against him and fight! The Lord has trained your hands
for war. If you are perplexed by trials, have faith, and trust in God. Wait on Him and allow Him
to reveal the remedy. If men attack you, learn to forgive them. And if your troubles come as
the result of your own poor choices and sin, repent, learn self-control, and obtain wisdom.
There is no doubt that the Creator of all things is in control of all things. That which He permits
into your life is for a good purpose. Embrace each frustrating trial, accepting them as a
challenge from God. Please believe they have come for your good, your growth and spiritual
development. If you learn from each situation, and respond appropriately, you may not have to
learn it again.
Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship International
Years ago, when I became a FGBMFI chapter president I really wanted to be successful. I
diligently prayed, but over the next 7 months attendance dropped and membership declined. I
was really discouraged and told the Lord, “I can’t do this. You do it!” Of course, I had given it
to God with my mind, but now I was surrendering it from my heart. And what happened next?
The Holy Spirit visited our meeting so powerfully! Even the ‘catchers' were falling… and demons
were coming out! As a result, 22 new men joined the chapter and someone donated $10,000.
All praise and glory to Jesus, the One who builds His church!

Fulfilled in His Will
For certain you have been given a free will. It’s definitely your choice. Nevertheless, if you are
not walking in the plan and purpose that God has for you, you will not be satisfied. In fact, you
will never be fulfilled until you surrender to His will. Aren’t you ready yet? Having said this, I
realize there are many who have surrendered to God but are not yet sure of their purpose.
Don’t worry… He will show you. Remain faithful in the small things and lay hold of the
opportunities He gives you.
Fulfilling Your Destiny
Destiny means God’s preordained plan and purpose for your life. His will for you… and through
you to others:
“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Rom. 8:29) “For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them.” (Eph. 2:10) “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” (Jer. 29:11)
Some would say that we must make our own destiny, but, this incorrect. It is a humanistic
teaching that has crept into the Church. This can only perpetuate ambition, competition and
striving. There is no doubt that God has a specific plan and purpose for your life! If you want to
accomplish His purpose you can be sure He will show you. There is no need to be anxious.
God’s timing is perfect and He will surely prepare you for the job. Do not compare yourself with
others. You are unique and His purpose for your life is according to the gifts and talents He has
given you. In other words, in Christ you have what it takes to fulfill His plan. Don’t think in
terms of the grandiose… be faithful in the small, mundane things and God will give you greater
responsibility.
Does everyone fulfill their destiny? Unfortunately, not. Many are distracted by the cares of this
world and the lusts of their flesh. They settle for far less than the Lord’s perfect will for their
life. Please don’t be satisfied with anything less than God’s perfect plan for you. Fulfill your
destiny!
Here are a few things to remember:
Spend time with God… Intimacy with God is the foundation for everything. Prayer, worship and
time in His Word will always be your source of strength and encouragement. If Jesus needed to
retreat from the crowds to be with His Father how much more do we?
Surrender to His will… Simply be willing and available. Also remember that His persuasiveness
is greater than your willingness. He will close doors, box you in and pressure you until you are
ready to submit to His plan. Don’t be a Jonah!
Obedience is absolutely necessary. Learn to hear His voice and obey. Nevertheless, even your
disobedience and failures are used to prepare you to fulfill your destiny.
Inner Truth is also essential. Don’t think just because you are currently serving God that you
are totally surrendered to His purposes. There are always deeper levels. Is there some gift or
talent that you are not making available to the Lord? What if He were to ask you to sell your
home and move from the suburbs to the inner city or to serve homosexuals with AIDS… visit
the imprisoned, be My witness? Will you obey?

Perseverance… Don’t quit! Get up and try again. “Wrong choices may slow down your progress,
but know that you know this… if you repent and allow the Holy Spirit to teach you by them, you
will be back on track and moving forward again. Only with God can you start over more than
once with an unblemished, untarnished, 100 per cent, still-intact potential… the same potential
He has always intended you to fulfill. Regardless of what anyone tells you, God’s plan and
purposes for you are not limited and diminished because you messed up in the past. Your
present, your future, your relationship with the Lord and others will only be diminished by your
ability to receive God’s grace.” ‘Shattering Your Strongholds’ by Liberty Savard.
Humility… God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. If you humble yourself the Lord
will make a way for you. Don’t promote yourself. He will lift you up!
Getting Back Up
To those who have fumbled and failed and are struggling to get back up to where you werethe Lord wants you to stop struggling and know that He is NOT going to bring you back to
where you were. He plans to take you much further. You have learned a lot and have become
more useful. He has forgiven your sins and remembers them no more. He has pruned you to
bear MORE fruit. Wait on the Lord and step boldly and humbly into the opportunities that He
opens for you! “every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.”John 15:2
Gift Guitar
Some years ago, the Lord was speaking to me about doing street ministry. I told Him I was
willing but needed a better guitar. A few weeks later a visitor from South Africa came to our
home group. After worship, he gave me a strange look, took his guitar off and handed it to me
saying, “The Lord just told me to give this to you.” He then mentioned he had used this guitar
to do street ministry in Africa, Israel and Europe… and then said, “Now you do it!” He had no
way of knowing that I asked the Lord for a guitar or that He was calling me to street ministry.
Praise God for His awesome ways! This was the beginning of a 12-year weekly street outreach
that proclaimed the gospel of Jesus Christ to thousands in the capital region of New York and
several other cities around the world. Glory to God!
Go Where Jesus Leads
I know of Christians who go into brothels to rescue sex slaves. Others have Bible studies in the
local bar. And there are those with prophetic gifts who rent a booth at psychic fairs and
interpret dreams and give prophetic words… leading some to Christ. (Even witches have been
saved.) Jesus will surely lead you to those who need Him. Will you go? “And we desire that
each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, that you
do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the
promises.” Hebrews 6:11-12
God Doesn’t Negotiate
Our God is a loving, merciful Father who heals, encourages, strengthens and delivers. I mean
He loves us so much that He sent His only son, Jesus, to suffer and die for us. But we must not
be naïve. He is also the sovereign Creator of the universe, glorious beyond comprehension... a
consuming fire! During this season when humanism and political correctness prevails it is
absolutely essential to understand that this awesome God does not negotiate. His word is Truth
and His son Jesus is the only way to heaven!

God is in Control
“I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me. I will gird you, though you
have not known Me, that they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is
none besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other; I form the light and create darkness, I
make peace and create calamity; I, the Lord, do all these things. Rain down you heavens,
from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness; Let the earth open, let them bring
forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together. I, the Lord, have created it. Woe to
him who strives with his Maker!” Isaiah 45:5-9
The Glorious Omnipotent sits upon His throne! The marvelous Omniscient is aware of the exact
functioning of every subatomic particle in the entire universe. Not only does He know the
number of hairs on your head, He knows every thought that you will think…before you think it.
Is it really so hard to believe that He is in control of all things?
You might then ask the age-old question: Why does God permit evil; does He desire that evil
occur? Of course not! God is loving, merciful and just; He hates wickedness. Believe it or not,
there is so much more of evil that He has not permitted. Dear disciple, the world would have
already been destroyed if it were up to the devil. Pestilence, disease, nuclear war… all of these
would have overwhelmed our planet if God did not prevent them. He only allows that which
can, in some way, work for the greater good. Even His judgments are meant to be
redemptive.
When you look around and see so many things that are disturbing and immoral the Lord does
not want you to become discouraged. It is vital that you remember this foundational truth: God
is in control of all things. He is almighty and knows the end at the beginning… not only your
personal matters but every world event. No devil, no man ever takes Him by surprise. If He
has allowed it, He has a purpose for it. Trust Him and find peace!
God is Love
If you could only understand the simple truth of the gospel: God is love and He greatly loves
you! Because of Jesus, your sins are forgiven and you belong to Him. When your loving Father
looks at you, He sees you as perfect, covered by grace... completely clean and beautiful. All of
your sins and imperfections are covered. Surely Jesus' blood is sufficient!
There is no place for guilt or self-condemnation in the Father's loving arms. You are accepted,
highly favored and greatly loved. There is no need to try to earn God's love; He loves you just
as you are. Yes, the Lord is at work in your life, healing and refining you... conforming you to
the image of Christ. But dear Christian, simply accept the Father's abundant, merciful,
comforting love for you … with weakness, wounds, sins and doubt. Not according to what you
"should" be. He loves you just as you are. He has always loved you and will always love you.
God is Preparing You
When you were a child didn’t your parents make you do things you didn’t want to do: clean
your room, pick up toys, wash the dishes? And when you whined and complained did they
change their mind? Perhaps, but a wise parent would have their child finish the job...teaching
them personal discipline, responsibility, perseverance. Your heavenly Father is a very wise
parent… training His children in many ways. Yes, it is difficult and most of us would rather go
right to the fun stuff but He wants to entrust us with important assignments. Try not to
complain and remain faithful in the little things. God is preparing you for something very good.

God is Reaching Out
Over the years I have noticed our loving Father reaching out to our culture in so many ways.
He has raised up Christian witnesses in every arena of life- sports figures, singers, actors and
actresses, politicians, even Miss America and American Idol contestants. Throughout the ages
our merciful God has extended His love to mankind… “Come to Me… I will give you rest.” Dear
disciple, while it is yet day we must do what our Father is doing. Let your light shine brightly in
this present darkness.
God Loves, God Chastens… Chastening is Love
Throughout nearly 40 years of ministry my heart has burned with a love for Jesus… and for His
bride, the church. He has given me a desire to prepare His bride for her Bridegroom and has
taken me all over the world to make true disciples. Having said this, I am very concerned about
some of the current teachings that say God is love and God is good (Of course this is absolutely
true!) but then goes on to say that He doesn’t allow bad things to happen to His children to
test, prune or refine them and He doesn’t chasten. This is so unscriptural and completely
removes the concept of the fear of God and the serious consequences of sin. This teaching only
gives room for every nice, affirming and comforting word and minimizes or eliminates strong
exhortations and serious warnings.
I understand that many were raised by imperfect, abusive parents and perhaps this teaching is
meant to help them see God as a loving Father but I believe it will do more harm than good
and help perpetuate this current season of permissiveness. We must teach the full truth of
God’s word.
If you need more proof, read the scriptures: Before Peter denied Christ (the defining moment
that crushed and humbled Peter) Jesus told him that Satan asked to sift him like wheat (Luke
22:31-34). Who did Satan ask? Obviously, he asked God… and God allowed Satan to do it. The
Father knew that this breaking would prepare Peter for leadership.
Jesus seriously rebuked and warned the churches in Revelations 2 and 3. “So then, because
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.” “As many as I
love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent.” (Rev. 3:16,19)
Dear friends let us not be naïve. Our God is love! He is also a consuming fire. Some of you
know my personal testimony. It was not the comforting love of God that brought me to
repentance… it was the heart pounding fear of God that finally did. This too is love.
God Ordained Leadership
I suppose we could write messages that are uplifting and help bring unity. Praise God for the
many that are already doing this. Nevertheless, God has caused me to see and do things
differently. My heart is not filled with criticism, but love. I do not want to cause offense, but
sometimes for the sake of love, offense is necessary. Jesus offended many. Anyway, there are
things that need to be changed and I believe God wants them changed now. The old wine skins
are inadequate. Much of the Church has done a poor job at making true disciples. This is a
primary cause for the lukewarm, complacent state that we are in… and there is a flood of new
converts expected soon! This is only one of the things in need of immediate attention.
During this extraordinary time in history when God is moving mightily all over the world, it is
important to hold loosely your ways of doing church. I hope you can agree that at least a
fraction of your doctrines and practices are not absolute biblical TRUTH, but the result of

enculturation… the influence of culture upon our beliefs and methods. A good example of
enculturation would be the current "democratic way" of practicing Church government. You will
find no voting in the Old or New Testament. Please consider the following with this in mind:
There are many forms of government practiced throughout Christianity. Most of them were
birthed after the Reformation, a reaction to the authoritarian abuses experienced during the
proceeding centuries. Some of these structures have worked fairly well and others have
actually hindered the advancement of the Gospel. Nevertheless, consider this biblical model:
1) God gives a vision to an individual or a few individuals for the purpose of beautifying His
bride and advancing His Kingdom.
2) He then surrounds the visionary with others who will embrace and support that vision.
Elders, trustees, deacons or directors offer wisdom, counsel, discernment and practical helps.
3) The one who received the call and vision from God remains the senior leader, having the
final say in all matters… until they are released by God from these responsibilities.
Strong leadership may seem contrary to the American mindset, but it is definitely biblical. See
Acts 15: 6-19 concerning the Jerusalem Council. The apostles and elders are given the
opportunity to express themselves (with much disputing). Peter, Barnabas and Paul then testify
about what they had seen among the gentiles and finally James (the brother of Jesus)
adjudicates. It is clear that James makes the final decision (v.19), "Therefore I judge…" Note
the "I." Holy Spirit and the other apostles had given James the authority, at least for this
council, to make that decision. After this process, the others come into agreement - there was
no vote. In most nations around the world the pastor has the final say. A "vote" would never
even be considered.
I understand that some Christians have been hurt by leaders. There is no excuse- God help us.
There are also those who have said their leaders were controlling them but the truth is, they
really didn’t want to submit to pastoral authority (Hebrews 13:17). The pastor has been called
as a five-fold ministry gift to the church and is given authority by God to shepherd the flock.
They are not to be controlled by the board of trustees or large donors or the church matriarch
or patriarch who has been there longer than the pastor.
It is imperative that leaders humble themselves and listen to wise counsel. This is where
pastoral accountability groups and apostolic councils come in. Hopefully this will help prevent or
correct errors. However, ultimately each leader will answer to God for all that they say and do.
This, in itself, should be a sobering and fearful thought to all who shepherd God's people.
God Speaks Through Numbers
The Lord has used repetitive numbers in my life so many times to confirm and encourage... to
show His sovereign hand. Not numerology, I’m speaking of divine perfection that goes far
beyond coincidence and doubt! Here are a few stories: Lori and I were passing through New
Jersey on our way to Lancaster, PA. We were discussing how many times God had been
encouraging us by using the number 8… the biblical number for new beginnings. Just as we
were saying these things we came upon a town called Whitehouse. I felt compelled to check it
out online. The zip code for Whitehouse, NJ: 08888. How awesome is that?!
I was born on Thursday, 5-25-50, at 5:05 am. So that’s the 5th month, the 5th day of the week,
at the 5th hr. and the 5th minute... the 25th day of the month, the 50th year. 5 is the biblical
number of divine grace. Do you think the Lord is saying something… or was all that just a
coincidence? Our God is so in control! He is worthy to be worshipped!

Some years ago, I awoke discouraged and began complaining to God, asking Him several
questions. I repented of my bad attitude and turned on the TV to watch TD Jakes. At that very
moment the Lord began to speak to me through him. I don’t mean, “That was a great
message.” I mean God was speaking directly to me, answering my questions. It was so
powerful that I began to tremble and cry. This lasted for 7 minutes…from 7 till 7:07am. A few
minutes later I was prompted to consider the date. It was 7-7. Again, using numbers, God
confirmed what He had just done. God is so perfect! He never ceases to amaze me.
God Will Judge Cities
"But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, ‘The
very dust of your city which clings to us we wipe off against you. Nevertheless, know this, that
the kingdom of God has come near you.’ But I say to you that it will be more tolerable in that
Day for Sodom than for that city. Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon at the judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be
brought down to Hades.” Luke 10:10-15
This is a long-forgotten concept. Of course, we are aware that God chastens individuals… but
cities? For sure He is a loving and merciful God. He is slow to anger… but He will not be
mocked. Read this scripture again; God will judge cities. He has done this in the past and will
continue. Cities are very important to the Lord. The city (including its suburbs) is a
manifestation of the collective will and effort of man. The words “city” and “cities” are
mentioned over 1,100 times in the scriptures. Consider the fact that throughout the history of
mankind judgment has fallen on countless cities around the world… through natural disasters,
wars, famines, economic depression, oppressive government, increased crime rates, etc. God
judges cities for their unbelief and their sins.
In a democracy, the citizens are responsible for those things that occur within their city. If
unrighteousness seeks to gain a foothold, we are responsible to take a stand against it… first
through prayer and then with Spirit-led action. We must also encourage that which is good and
wholesome.
Remember, in the sequence of events throughout history, the Church always declines first…
then the city and nation. Perhaps you thought it was the other way around. If the Church had
maintained its prayer life and vigilance… and heralded a standard of righteousness, the enemy
could never have deluded their city to the point of becoming a cesspool of greed, sensuality
and perversion.
We are responsible for what occurs in our city, beloved. Yes, some of those who went before us
permitted corruption to gain a foothold, but have we ever made a concerted effort to repair the
gapping breach and drain the sewage that has flooded our streets and our homes? We must
stand up and fight! The wicked one is stealing our children and leaving our cities in ruin. Where
are the true servants of God who will forsake all and fight? How often we speak of spiritual
things and nod our heads in agreement, but where are those who will actually roll up their
sleeves and do something?
We ask for Your mercy, Lord… and your help. Forgive us for our complacency. Revive Your
Church - transform our city!

God’s Word Never Changes
Times change, customs change and laws change… but God’s word never changes. We are to
live our life according to the Scriptures. The world says this is foolish and archaic, but those
who know the Lord love His word. If you say you love Jesus you must also love and obey His
word. “Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not
love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's
who sent Me.” John 14:23
Dear disciple, you will speak with many who claim to love God but don’t believe that His word
is the standard for truth and morality. They have chosen to believe the humanistic voice of
society which is very appealing to their flesh. They want to “have their cake and eat it too.”
Here is your challenge: Ask the Lord to show you how to reach them… loving them, yet without
compromise. Be aware that many of these are not born again. You will never convince them
that the bible is absolute truth until they are regenerated. This is the work of the Holy Spirit.
Going to the Next Level
How many times have you heard about “going to the next level?” What, in fact, is the next
level? Presumably, when spoken in the context of spiritual growth, one would consider it to be
a good thing. It might be thought of as a greater magnitude of God’s presence in your life… or
is it more holiness… or perhaps bearing more fruit in your ministry?
Dear disciple, you can be sure that there are many understandings of this term. Consider the
increasing levels of love, faith, humility, obedience, endurance, sanctification, anointing,
authority, fruitfulness, etc. In the practical sense, the next level for some may mean learning
to keep a job, or making it to church on Sunday. For others, it may be endeavoring to trust
God and praise Him when they encounter adversity or suffer the loss of a job, their property or
maybe even a child or spouse.
Our Lord is always at work in your life, disciple. Just as David encountered a lion and a bear
before taking on Goliath, God presents many opportunities for your preparatory growth. Do you
recognize them or do you shrug them off as mere annoyances, seeking to avoid all
unpleasantry? Not that all growth must be unpleasant, but it is often uncomfortable to be
challenged by God… to forgive and love the unlovable, to increase your giving, to be His
witness. I hope that you weren’t thinking that the next level was simply a place of notoriety or
fortune. I’m sure you know that by now… (If not, comprehending this may be your new level.)
The Master wants to bring you to that next level, beloved, to a surrendered abiding where self
becomes less and loving intimacy with God flows like a river. In that place there is sweet
communion and willing obedience… complete abandonment. This is the top floor, the upper
level… or is it the bottom? Deeper? Higher? Which is it? Closer, yes that’s it, closer still.
Grace vs. the Fear of God
There has been much debate about teaching grace vs. the fear of God. Let me make it clearboth are correct. For those suffering guilt and condemnation from past sins, the grace message
is a healing balm. For those tempted by sin, the fear of God is a warning that should be a
deterrent. A loving father disciplines his children. He also quickly forgives and comforts the
child who admits doing wrong. If you have any doubt about teaching the fear of God consider
Jesus speaking to the New Testament church in Laodicea: “As many as I love, I rebuke and

chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent” (Rev. 3:19). If you are listening to a teacher who
makes you feel good about sinning you better find another teacher.
Greater Grace
Years ago, I believed that preaching repentance was far more important than teaching grace.
After some personal failures I became very discouraged and found it difficult to forgive myself…
until I came to a greater understanding of God's grace. The Lord clearly showed me that I was
hidden in Christ and He alone was my righteousness. There are so many who have failed. If
you have asked for God’s forgiveness He wants you to know you are forgiven. And because of
Jesus' sacrifice you are accepted and well pleasing to Him. You can make a fresh start today.
Growing Weary
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose
heart.” Gal.6:9 … But what if you have grown weary and are losing heart? I can testify that I
did. Do you feel that way now? I never expected to be doing ministry again but now I am…
even in other nations! Dear disciple, God is so faithful. He loves you and will revive you. Ask
Him. There is still a harvest for you to reap.
Guidance… Being Led by the Spirit of God
Dear disciple, this is foundational truth. Please learn it well and teach others to hear God’s
voice: Guidance is a skill to be learned, not a set of methods. It is based on obedience and is
intensely personal. All of God’s children can hear His voice.
How Does God Speak?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Through His written word. Logos becomes rhema. The living/now word leaps from the page and
quickens your spirit.
A still small voice to our spirit… either in word or song
Through circumstances (Divine Providence)
An audible voice
A personal visitation by Jesus Himself. (Although 4 and 5 are rare, there have been many testimonies
of this in present times.)
Through Prophecy… All prophecy should be judged and only acted upon if there has been an inner
witness and it agrees with the Scriptures.
Visions and dreams – Some are also reporting angelic visitations.
A Word of Knowledge and Word of Wisdom.
Godly Council....your Pastor/Elders/Parents/Teachers

We can hear 3 ‘voices’ within our self: Holy Spirit, our own soul thoughts and the devil. In
addition, there are false prophesies, crazy visions and bad counsel. It takes time and work but
it is well worth it.
Here are some basic principles of guidance:
1. Have a submitted will in the matter - surrender your desires. Know the written Word of
God - God has revealed His will to man through the Bible. He will never lead us contrary
to His written word.

2. Don’t ask God about what is clearly contrary to His Word. This may sound foolish, but
many are deceived and deceive themselves with such prayers.
3. Let the Peace of God rule in your heart (Col. 3:15).
The Peace of God is a quiet sense of wellbeing deep within us...within our spirit. Even in
the midst of doubts, anxieties or upsets about a particular issue the peace of God will
remain. This sense of peace should help us discern God’s will. If we lose our peace, we
must not proceed. For example: you are deciding to marry someone with apparent
godly qualities. You prayed… and proceed toward marriage, yet something deep within
does not seem right. Your first reaction is to rationalize and list all of the logical reasons
why you should marry this person. Yet deep within you are beginning to believe this is
not God’s will - you have lost your peace. Usually, we fight this thought and find people
who will agree with our desire. Because your emotions are stirred, it becomes difficult
to be obedient. Be obedient - God is trying to protect you.
4. Don’t Just Sit There - Get Moving
If you have earnestly prayed and do not get specific guidance begin to move in the
direction of your best sanctified judgment. It is easier to steer a moving vehicle than a
parked one. You have submitted your will, surrendered your life and asked God to
clearly guide you with His peace and/or restrict you.
If you need a job, pray, seek guidance, then start to knock on doors. Only laziness
would say “I’ll sit at home waiting on you Lord.” God orchestrates circumstances
(Providence) to guide us. If you are asking God for ministry direction… move toward
what you believe the Lord has placed on your heart. Take baby steps, proceed slowly
and see if God confirms or closes doors.
5. Obstacles and Closed Doors May Be From God
... or from the devil. Don’t quit too early. Perhaps the enemy is hindering you from
pursuing God’s will. Remember, we are not trying to rush ahead of God and kick closed
doors down. But wisdom dictates that we try turning a few doorknobs.
6. The Voice Which Speaks Peace is from God
It is peaceable and pure, (James 3). There is always a sense of peace deep within when
God speaks – even if we don’t like what He said. The voice of urgency is either Satan or
from your own human nature. God leads - Satan pushes. The best way to discern
between the Voice of God and other voices is by experience. Yes, we will make
mistakes, but we will also learn.
7. Circumstances are not enough
Does it line up with the Word of God? Is the Peace of God in your heart?
Do you really want to be led by the Holy Spirit? He will help you. Yes, there are risks and
failures, but the rewards and fulfillment are without measure... intimacy with God and fruitful
service. Being led by the Holy Spirit is doorway to great adventure. You are becoming a
disciplined son or daughter who has learned to hear what your Father is saying and do what He
is doing.
Haitian Television Station
We were just about to leave Haiti when our host, a pastor from Gonaives, told me he had
received a $4000 gift to establish a Christian TV station in his city. He asked if I would help
him. I tried not to laugh or show skepticism but you know it was going to cost a lot more than

$4000. I told him I would help… thinking I could add my “mustard seed” faith to his. A few
days later he called my home and said he had received another $2000.
I called a local Christian TV station and they told me it cost them $250,000 to get started… just
as I had suspected. Anyway, I was talking to God about all of this and the phone rang. It was
the host of a Christian radio program asking me to be on his show. I agreed, then told him
about Haiti… then he connected me with the station’s owner. I was blown away by what he
said. He had an old TV transmitter that he would sell for next to nothing and then calculated
the other equipment that would be needed. “We can do this for $6000!” he exclaimed… “and I
will go to Haiti with you and help set it up!”
On October 31, the first Christian TV station in Gonaives went on the air. The first words
televised, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…” and the “Jesus”
film was broadcast. The transmitter was tuned to a frequency that could also be picked up on
FM radio. All praise and glory to Jesus Christ! Nothing is impossible in Him. (This station has
now been broadcasting for about 20 years!)
Hate Sin, Love the Sinner
I believe God wants us to look at those who sin with love and compassion... to see them in
need of help, in need of the Savior. We are to bind up their wounds and minister without
judgment. Sometimes we may have the privilege of leading them to repentance. It is
interesting to note that of the recorded 32 people Jesus healed and delivered He mentioned sin
to only 2 of them. Surely there is a time to preach repentance but it’s essential that even
repentance be ministered in love. I’m sure you have heard this cliché: “Hate the sin, love the
sinner.” Let’s try to get this right.
Healing on Second Avenue
The Lord spoke to me about going out on the street in our neighborhood. Lori and I were
relaxing so I really didn’t want to get up. I told the Lord I was willing and He said go after lunch
at 1pm. We left around 1pm, walked up to the main street and there was no one there. We
walked and prayed and a car pulled up across the street, a young man got out and crossed
right to us. What perfect timing! We told him we were ministers and asked if he needed prayer.
He said he had inhaled chemicals at work a while ago and it hurt for him to breathe. We prayed
in the name of Jesus… he saw red and felt heat. “I feel really good!” he exclaimed. Praise God!
We explained that what he felt was the Holy Spirit and it was God who healed him. I asked if
he knew the Lord and he said he had his own beliefs. Nevertheless, after the Lord touched him
he was so open to hear our testimonies and the gospel message… and also a prophetic word.
He wasn’t ready to give His life to Christ so we gave him a Gospel of John and it was received
with great interest. This was truly a divine appointment. Think about it: God tells us to go and
gives us the exact time. This young man arrives exactly at the right time and right place to
intersect our path. Coincidence? I don’t think so. The Lord has something very special for this
young man.
Holiness
“For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” Hebrews 10:14
It is interesting to consider the various mind sets held by true Christians regarding the
numerous aspects of spiritual life. Take the process of sanctification for example: some stand
before the Lord saying, “I am who I am; I can’t change; grace will cover me.” They make little

effort to alter anything about their lives... depending upon the Lord to do it all. There are
others who adhere to methods and formulas to make themselves holy. Many times these
border on legalism. Which is it- no effort, great effort, or somewhere in between?
Perhaps a brief overview of the New Testament would be helpful. You will find every gospel and
nearly every epistle exhorting the reader to turn from sin and walk in holiness. In fact, Jesus
tells His disciples to “strive to enter by the narrow gate” (Luke 13:24). Striving means to apply
great effort, straining, sweating, etc. Make no mistake about it, the New Testament is filled
with imperatives… principles, necessities and commands. But all are to be fulfilled by grace,
beloved… with God’s help, not your effort alone.
You can strive and rest all in the same breath. This is a great mystery that has eluded
theologians for centuries. Work diligently, pursue holiness and godliness… even strive, as it
were, while resting in His all-encompassing grace and covered by the precious blood of Jesus.
He is in you and you are hidden in Him throughout this entire lifelong process. Remember, in
God’s eyes, because of Jesus’ sacrifice, you are already perfected… forever!
Holy Communion Marriage Proposal
First century Jewish marriage custom had the man negotiate a dowry with the father and then
offer a cup of wine to the one he desired to marry...in essence saying, “will you marry me?” If
she drank from the cup she was saying, “Yes!” He would then announce, “I go to prepare a
place for you.” Sound familiar? Yes, the Last Supper was a fulfillment of Passover but it was
much more. The new covenant Jesus was speaking of was a marriage covenant. And the
dowry: His own blood. When we drink the communion cup we are saying “yes” to His marriage
proposal. How awesome is that! Lover of Jesus, make yourself ready. You are His Glorious
Bride!
Holy Spirit Ministry… Keys to Ministering in the Spirit
Every disciple of Jesus Christ wants to be light and salt in this world and should earnestly
desire spiritual gifts… learning to use them for the advancement of your Father’s kingdom. Here
are some important points that will help you minister in the Spirit:
Know Who You Are In Christ
. You are a child of God and He has empowered you to minister (2Cor. 3:5-6, Acts 1:8)
· The Kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17:21)
· You are not there to pray ‘nice’ prayers, but to release the Kingdom of God into the earth
· “…such as I have I give to you.” (Acts 3:4-6)
Connect With The Person
· Don’t withdraw because you feel timid or inadequate
· Take hold of their hand (Mark 1:31, 8:23, 9:27)
· Relax - Don’t try to make something happen
· Look them in the eye - be compassionate (Mark 1:41)
· Notice what you are feeling, thinking or conscious of
· Be aware of His presence within you - and the presence of God coming upon the person
Your Spiritual Attitude
· As you minister keep directing your thoughts toward the Lord in expectation
· Be yourself - don’t try to perform or be spiritual
· God gives grace to the humble… those who are dependent on Him

Guidelines for Personal Ministry
Connect and Relate
·
Treat people with respect
·
Assure them of confidentiality
·
Graciously listen to their need… but not lengthy complaints
.
Ask what is their level of pain on a scale of 1 to 10
Prepare people to receive
·
Encourage and reassure
·
Explain their part in cooperating with ministry
·
Build expectation that God will move
·
Be willing to confront root issues
·
Ask permission to minister to people - don’t presume
·
Ask permission to lay hands upon them: head/shoulders - don’t presume
Stay sensitive to the Holy Spirit
·
Don’t lean on methods or past experience
·
Listen for Holy Spirit promptings
·
Respond to impressions the Spirit gives (a word, picture or sensation) and share them
as the Spirit leads
·
Avoid pushing or rocking them as you minister
·
Speak and release the power of God
Use Verbal Commands
·
It’s OK to say a short prayer but power is released by command
·
Assert spiritual authority by verbal command (Luke 10:19)
·
Believe in your heart the words that you speak (Mark 11:23)
·
Command demons to go (Acts 16:18)
·
Command sickness to leave (Acts 3:6)
·
Break bondages by verbal command (Mark 11:23)
·
Speak words of life (Acts 9:40)
Possible Manifestations as you Minister
·
Shaking
·
Body or hands stiffen
·
Eyelids flutter
·
Sensation of heat
·
Tears
·
Falling - make sure a catcher is positioned to catch safely
·
Demons manifest
·
Don’t focus on or require manifestations
It is important to recognize the difference between Holy Spirit manifestations and the demonic.
Peace, joy and love accompany the work of the Holy Spirit. Any manifestation that is
accompanied by torment, agitation or anger is not from God.
Get Feedback
·
When possible get feedback from the person you ministered to
·
Ask what they experienced and how they feel after prayer (or pain level) … have them
test their healing
·
Be willing to pray again… ask for feedback again

Homosexuality
Dear disciple, this topic cannot be minimized. It is a major issue of our time. You must know
how to stand in this hour when most of our society has embraced this lie and will call you a
bigot for believing God’s word. Remember, we hate the sin… but love the sinner. Ask God to
show you how to lovingly, effectively minister to homosexuals and lesbians… without
compromising the truth.
Some homosexual advocates try to refute the biblical injunctions against homosexuality by
saying the Bible speaks against promiscuity and prostitution, not against loving, committed gay
relationships. Some unfaithful spouses of heterosexual marriages have tried to justify adultery
on the same grounds, but nowhere does Scripture suggest that loving, committed relationships
of any kind can turn sin into righteousness. God does not permit mankind to reinterpret the
clear teaching of Scripture to justify personal sinful desires.
As Christians we must ask what Paul meant in Romans by calling homosexual acts unnatural
(Romans 1:26, 27). Human logic tells us they are unnatural because if practiced universally the
human race would die out; they do not lead to procreation.
One of the myths propounded by homosexual advocates is that homosexual orientation is
genetically determined and that people have no choice in the matter. There is no scientific
evidence to support this claim. Linking a particular behavior with a specific gene is considered
highly unlikely by geneticists.
In viewing Rom. 1:27 we must ask what is the “due penalty” mentioned “for their perversion.”
Though AIDS and other venereal diseases may not be a direct judgment from God, they remain
a disastrous consequence of sin.
Every true Christian should refute the practice, the acceptance, and the promotion of
homosexuality and same sex marriage. Nevertheless, we are to reach out in love to all
homosexuals so they too may repent and know the forgiveness and grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Some people ask, “Why can’t Christians live and let live, leaving homosexuals alone?” For
many years Christians were silent concerning the practice of homosexuality. History shows it
has been around since ancient times. As long as it was not openly flaunted, homosexuals were
seldom challenged. But today, homosexuals have become aggressive in pushing their agenda.
The church has been forced to answer.
Today, families with members who choose a homosexual lifestyle sometimes call for social
acceptance of their lifestyle. Some churches hearing this cry or impacted by revelations of
homosexual clergy within their ranks have responded by advocating a gay-friendly theology of
compassion. But lowering God’s holy standards to mankind’s sinful preferences is an
abomination in God’s sight. As members of the body of Christ, we must not ignore God’s clear
admonitions.
The homosexual agenda has already impacted public education, public policy, the military,
government, politics, business, entertainment, media, and religion. As inroads have been made
into these areas, both the arts and the media have openly promoted acceptance of its sinful
behavior. Major companies are now appealing to the homosexual market through sponsorship
of homosexual events that influence general public opinion about homosexuality. Such
aggressiveness demands that Christians not sit idly by as this sinful agenda is pushed.

In the face of a militant homosexual movement that has already achieved legal and social
acceptance for same sex marriage, the church must keep its focus. Homosexuals, lesbians and
bisexuals are sinners like everyone else… and need God’s grace, love, and forgiveness. Through
the miracle of the new birth, they can be set free from the power of sin and live changed lives.
The church must reach out to all sinners with the love of Christ, no matter what the sin.
Nevertheless, we must never let the declining moral climate of our nation pressure us into
condoning what God condemns.
Genesis 19:5 In the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, the “men” of Sodom demand to “know” the
angelic visitors of Lot. Attempts to describe the request as merely a desire to get acquainted
with the strangers does not fit the context. Other biblical passages that link Sodom with sexual
immorality and perversion are found in
2 Peter 2:6-7 and Jude 7.
Leviticus 18:22 The specific command that a man is not to “lie with a man as one lies with a
woman; for that is detestable” is sometimes attacked by pro-homosexual scholars who argue
that Christians are no longer under the Mosaic Law. But there is a sharp distinction between
the dietary or ceremonial laws abolished in the New Testament (Mark 7:19; Hebrews 10:8-10)
and the moral laws reinforced in the New Testament. They are still applicable today.
Romans 1:26, 27 This New Testament passage is the most pointed and clear condemnation of
homosexuality (among men or women) in the Bible. “Women exchanged natural relations for
unnatural ones… Men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust
for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the
due penalty for their perversion.” Some pro-homosexual scholars claim that Paul’s statements
were addressed to first-century believers and thus are not applicable today. But God’s moral
laws do not change.
1Corinthians 6:9-10 God’s inclusion of homosexual conduct with other specific sexual and social
sins is clear from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian church: “Do not be deceived: Neither the
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders,
nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom
of God.” Some defenders of the homosexual lifestyle have tried to explain away the terms
“male prostitutes” and “homosexual offenders” by claiming that they refer to general immoral
behavior rather than homosexual practice. But such a meaning of the Greek cannot be found in
first-century literature and the translation would result in needless redundancy, for Paul began
his list with “the sexually immoral.” The two words refer to the sins of passive and active
homosexual behavior. (Excerpts from an article by Terry Bates)
For someone: You are not homosexual! In this hour many are being tempted with lustful
thoughts. Just because you have these thoughts or perhaps even an encounter… this does not
mean you are gay or lesbian. This is a lie of the enemy! It is only after you embrace the lie and
allow it to enslave you, that you “become” bisexual or homosexual. If these thoughts are too
strong… ask for help. God loves you very much.
Hope
The Lord wants to give you hope today. He knows it has been so difficult for you. You have
waited and wondered… and things don't seem to be getting better. If this is you please know
that God has not abandoned you… He is working all of this for your good. I can say this with
confidence because of the times in my life that things seemed so dark. I didn’t think I could
possibly go on living. But now God is using what I learned in these seasons to help others.

Dear friend, don’t give up now. You have come too far to quit. You can make it today… you are
almost there! And “joy comes in the morning.”
Hospital Deliverance
Years ago, when I worked at a hospital there was a big commotion in a patient’s room…
crashing, banging and yelling. The head nurse asked if I would go in and calm the patient
down. (Hospitals can sometimes be dangerous. I’d been punched and kicked before.) I entered
the room and the woman was naked, cursing and throwing things. “In the name of Jesus, I
bind you Satan and command you to stop this now. Get out in Jesus name!”, I said. She
stopped, got dressed and went back in bed. Praise God! Everyone was amazed when they
came in and found her clothed and in her right mind. Demons are real… and Christians have
authority in Jesus' name.
Hotel Testimony
We were worshipping God in our hotel room in Monrovia, Liberia when the supervisor of the
maids came to check if the room had been cleaned. I invited him in and asked if he knew
Jesus. He confessed that he used to walk with Him, but not now. Instantly, conviction of sin fell
on him as he entered a room that had been saturated in true worship… and he began weeping
so hard! He quickly repented of his sins and recommitted his life to Christ. The Lord then filled
him with His Spirit… his face was shining with joy as he bubbled over, praying in tongues.
Praise our loving God! What a divine appointment!
House on Fire
If you were walking by a house and noticed that it was on fire wouldn’t you yell and bang on
the door to alert the people of impending danger? Would you worry about disturbing them? If
you believe that Jesus, the son of God, is the only way to heaven don’t you think you should
tell others about Him? Hell is a very real place. I don’t want to make you feel guilty for not
sharing Jesus… just challenging you to begin today. Ask God to help you. He loves the world so
much and desires to comfort and heal, deliver from demons and rescue the lost. Will you allow
Him to use you?
How God Views Sin
I think you know God created you for a purpose. He wants you to know and love Him for
eternity. He is a good Father who wants you to successfully fulfill your destiny… just as any
good earthly father would. To that end He prepares, encourages and disciplines. He desires
that you learn to hear His voice and be led daily by His Spirit. This He wants for ALL of His
children…not only a select few. Nevertheless, our progress is thwarted by the lusts of our flesh.
Please understand how God sees sin. He doesn’t sit high and mighty on His throne saying I am
holy and you better get this right or I will punish you! No, He is a loving Father who wants you
to succeed. Your sin is a distraction from the good plans that He has for you. Every time you
choose to feed your fleshly desires you hinder your ability to hear and obey God's voice...
eventually drowning His prompting beneath your own willful thoughts.
Do you understand? Our Father disciplines His children because He loves them and wants them
to be fruitful. How good it would be to actually learn to feed your spirit… and die to your carnal
self. This is your daily challenge: Die to self…and learn to hear and obey His voice. Then you
will fulfill your purpose in the power of the Holy Spirit and be totally satisfied.

How to Live in Our Society
It’s important for you to know how to live in a society that has discarded biblical truth and now
considers good to be evil… and evil, good. First and foremost, be led by the Spirit in what you
say and do. Never be ashamed of the gospel and be ready to stand for the truth, but don’t feel
it is necessary to religiously correct everyone. Jesus is our example, disciple. The world around
Him was filled with sin but He clearly demonstrated mercy and grace toward sinners. It was the
self-righteous that He often chided. Ask God for a heart of mercy toward those held captive by
the enemy. Love them, pray for them and as the Lord leads, help set them free.
How to Witness… a few tips
People have asked how I share Jesus in stores and on the street. Hope this is helpful: I am
prompted by the Spirit to approach certain people... they just seem to stand out. I really can't
explain how, but it's usually not by their appearance. It is important for you to know that I am
uncomfortable doing this, no different than most of you. I act quickly… so I don’t talk myself
out of it. Nevertheless, I decided a long time ago that I’m willing to be uncomfortable for Jesus.
My usual intro (not always) “Hi, I was just walking by and I had a feeling that I needed to talk
with you. My name is Peter and I'm a minister. Is there anything that I can pray for you?”
About 7 out of 10 are willing to receive prayer. Sometimes the Lord will show me something
about the person or He may give me a word for them. Sometimes they need prayer for healing.
Frequently the Lord leads me to backslidden Christians. Anyway, this is how the conversation
begins... and I try to go as far as I can without being pushy.
I have also developed conversational relationships with some of the employees in the stores
where I usually shop. This has opened doors for healing prayer, spiritual guidance and
repentance.
Another thing to consider: If you are with a Christian friend in public (standing in line, sitting in
the mall, waiting for a movie to start) purposely talk about what Jesus has done for you… share
your testimony with each other just loud enough for those around you to hear. I call this “third
party” witnessing. Sometimes this is more effective than speaking directly to the person. Some
people will block you out when you tell them about Jesus but if they are listening to others talk
they will receive every word. Are you ashamed to talk about Jesus in public? Ask the Lord… He
will give you the grace and the courage.
Humbling Perspective
Any time you begin to feel proud or self-important consider the enormity of God. He created a
universe that is so vast… even beyond measure. Every intricate detail conceived in His artistic
mind and birthed through His spoken word. Astrophysics, mathematics, chemistry, botany,
biology, etc. And this represents only the things we can see! How magnificent our God is!
And you think you are something? Why should He even consider you… or me? Why would He
ever want to talk with us? We deserve nothing from God; He owes us nothing. And yet the
Creator of all things has chosen to love us and calls us His children. When you put things in
perspective it is very humbling. “Lord, what is man, that You take knowledge of him? Or the
son of man, that You are mindful of him? Man is like a breath; his days are like a passing
shadow” (Ps. 144: 3-4). Thank you for loving me, Lord. Help me to love you and to walk
humbly before God and man.

Humility and Servanthood
Servanthood with humility is the doorway to genuine God given authority and abundant
fruitfulness. You will surely be disappointed if you take the shortcut of self-promotion. Humble
yourself and serve… and God will raise you up (James 4:10). Anyone can be used by God, even
a donkey. But if you want to be consistently fruitful you must learn to practice these biblical
principles: “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant...” Phil. 2:5
For many years while doing church ministry I also worked as a nurse in hospitals and a drug
rehab… doing things they couldn’t pay you enough money to do. What an awesome privilege to
serve in this way! This was also my preparation for other fruitful ministry that took me all over
the world! Dear disciple, you must be a servant.
Humility... Maturing to Childhood
Dear disciple, in addition to wanting your family to love and serve God most of us feel the need
to do something of significance. The search for significance seems to be inherent and causes
mankind to accomplish and achieve. This is necessary for the development of a society, but
usually some aspects of its forward thrust actually hinder the development of the Kingdom of
God. As you can see from the teachings of Jesus, God’s ways are contrary to the natural ways
of the world. Ambition and the drive to be successful are not welcome in the Kingdom.
Humility, submission, and death to self are. Jesus said, “He who is greatest among you must
be your servant” (Matt.23: 11). Even the greatest must become the least to truly be great!
Augustine wrote, "For those who would learn God's ways, humility is the first thing, humility is
the second, humility is the third." But the very mention of humility grates against your soul,
doesn’t it? In fact, when you began to read this you may have detected a little of resistance.
It is a process, my friend, and a long, slow death. The fact that you recognize the pride within
is a very good sign- this proves that you are advancing. You are maturing to childhood,
ascending to obscurity, descending to greatness. You are dying to truly live.
“Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself as this little child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:1-4
Hungry for the Supernatural
The world is hungry for the supernatural. They flock to psychics and mediums and are
fascinated by the occult. Most people want to believe there is something more than their
earthly existence. Can you imagine how many will come to Jesus when we finally obey the Lord
and take the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to the streets and the workplace? Ask God
to fill you with His Spirit today. Ask Him to use you to demonstrate His love and power to this
generation. “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do
also…” John 14:12
I am Not Surprised
Nothing you have done has taken Me by surprise, says the Lord. I knew of your weaknesses
before you were born. You have asked for My forgiveness and I have freely forgiven you. Now
you must forgive yourself and leave the weight of guilt and condemnation behind. Enter this

new season with boldness and courage. I have much for you to do. Your brokenness and
humility provide fertile ground for fruitful ministry.
I Can Do Nothing Without Him
Have you come to know that you are not as smart as you thought you were, not as strong, not
as good? Do you see that your plans and your programs produce minimal fruit that remains?
Have you come to the end of yourself yet? Praise God! Now you are ready! “I am the vine, you
are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can
do nothing” (John 15:5). We think we know these spiritual truths… but after going through
seasons of failure and brokenness you will truly KNOW you can do nothing without Him.
If I Can Do This So Can You
If you only knew how messed up my life used to be… in hospitals, jails, etc. I love to share my
testimony with all who think they’re disqualified from serving God because I am the least likely.
Nevertheless, the Lord sent me to many nations and I have seen Him do mighty things. I have
preached to Hindus and Muslims in India and ministered in African villages where no white man
had been… even ministered to the King of Ikere (Nigeria) and preached in London’s City
Temple. By God’s Spirit YOU can do even greater things! Dear disciple, I'm just a guy who said
“yes” to Jesus. If I can do this… so can you!
Many men of the bible fumbled and sinned: Abraham lied, Moses murdered, David committed
adultery, Thomas doubted and Peter denied Christ. All of them went on to do great things for
God. Do you understand? Our God is filled with grace and mercy. He makes all things new. No
matter what you have done…if you repent, God will forgive. You are not disqualified! Do not let
your past determine your future. You have been washed clean to fulfill your God-given
purpose.
Imparting Spiritual Truth
I am convinced that adversity and brokenness are the doorways to fruitful ministry. This is why
Jesus told His disciples to count the cost. Apostle Paul writes about these things in 2Corinthians
4:8-12. A true servant of God is marked by suffering. They are either in a difficult situation
right now or have just come through one. If they are currently in a season of rest or blessing
they will eventually have another season of adversity.
Sometimes I wonder about those who teach that God always wants us to be happy and
blessed. If those ministers are truly experiencing all of that prosperity without adversity I
honestly think they are not able to impart spiritual truth. They are only appealing to the mind
or flesh of their listeners… just interesting information passed from the teacher’s mouth to the
listener’s ear. It may be intellectually stimulating but it is spiritually shallow and void of the
power to actually change lives. Spiritual truth can only be imparted (flowing from the spirit of
the teacher to the spirit of the listener) through broken vessels… those who have endured and
overcome adversity. Be encouraged, beloved, your struggle has not been in vain.
“Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in
distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2Cor. 12: 9,10).

Impatience
Have you noticed a lot of slow drivers getting in your way lately? This can be annoying, but do
you get really upset? Impatience can actually make you sick. Stress can increase stomach acid
and blood pressure and cause more serious problems. Impatient people are also prone to do
things quickly and make mistakes. Hasn’t God been speaking to you about this? The next time
you get stuck in traffic or have to wait in line don’t blame the people or the devil. Consider that
God may have arranged a training exercise. Take a deep breath and surrender to His timing.
He’s not trying to make you miserable… He’s teaching you to walk in the Spirit, trust His timing
and find peace in any situation.
Importance of Prayer
Some have wondered why I always ask for prayer every time we do ministry saying, “You’re
anointed, just go and God will be with you.” Actually, that is presumption. If Jesus, God's son,
needed to spend time in prayer, how much more do we? Prayer is the foundation of everything.
God uses our prayers to accomplish His purposes in this world. Years ago, I cried to the Lord,
“I don’t want people telling me I'm a nice guy… a good preacher. I want to see lives changed
by the power of the Holy Spirit.” The Lord quickly responded with one word, “Pray.” This is how
we build our lives… and ministry. Thank you so much for praying for us.
In Christ
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…” Romans 8:1
It is quite obvious that many in the Body of Christ suffer from guilt and/or condemnation… to a
greater or lesser degree. The Lord has been working diligently to enlighten His bride and bring
healing through many teachings about grace and their position of righteousness in Christ.
We are quickly approaching the long awaited spiritual revival and it is imperative that we learn
to walk in these vital truths. The enemy will surely use self-doubt and self-consciousness to
minimize the effectiveness of the saints… even during a season of outpouring. Please consider
this simple vision that I received a few years ago: I saw a BIG Jesus …. maybe 20 feet tall. He
had a door in His back with steps leading up to the door. I entered into Christ and closed the
door. When God the Father looked at me He saw Jesus… for I was hidden in Christ! He saw
Christ’s righteousness not mine… His perfection, not my imperfections. I am totally accepted in
Christ!
I now stand before the Father with complete confidence. When I pray, I pray in Christ… in His
merit, not my own. I pray in faith… not faith in my faith (or lack thereof) but faith in Christ! Do
you understand? If you are performance oriented and your faith is based upon your efforts it
will surely wax and wane. But when claiming the righteousness of Christ, knowing your position
in Him will allow you to always pray for yourself and others with confidence. Of course, if you
sin, you must repent, but dear brothers and sisters it is time for you to begin to see yourself as
hidden in Christ's righteousness. Seeing yourself as a sinner may seem humble but it doesn’t
keep you from sinning. It will, however, weaken your faith and confidence. You are the
righteousness of God IN Christ Jesus!
Although I have always known and taught about God's grace, it has taken several years and
some painful failures to finally grasp this awesome revelation. I spent way too much energy
focused on MY righteousness. (BTW, that doesn’t make you more righteous but it can make
you self-righteous.) I pray that you will ask the Lord about this now and fully enter into the
righteousness of Christ… not only for your salvation but for full assurance of faith in prayer and
fruitful service.

Indwelling God
When you pray you’re not talking with a God who dwells somewhere out in the cosmos. If you
are truly Christian, His Holy Spirit dwells within you. Stop and think about this: The Creator of
the universe lives within you! He loves to commune with you and wants to comfort, teach and
guide you. He also wants to flow through you to touch others. Unfortunately, we often hinder
Him, allowing Him only partial access to some areas of our life. A surrendered life is more likely
to be led by Holy Spirit and used to bless others. It is according to your degree of surrender
that you will have sweet fellowship with God and consistently bless others. It’s time to
surrender everything.
In the Quiver
“…In His quiver He has hidden me” (Isaiah 49:2). Your season of preparation has been long
and difficult… and you think you are ready. Like an arrow, your shaft is straight and polished
but now you are placed in the quiver… in obscurity. Your gifts and talents are unappreciated...
a place of humility, uncertainty and waiting. And then the Master reaches into His quiver and
chooses you! With skilled hands He draws the bowstring launching you into your destiny! Be
encouraged, my friend. This is for you!
India Student Testimony
When ministering in India I traveled in a very crowded train... and the opportunity opened to
share the gospel with a college student. He listened intently as I gave personal testimony and
scripture and then I asked if he wanted to receive Jesus into his life. His response surprised
me! “Sir, while you were yet speaking I received Him.” His face was shining with joy; he
believed and was saved! Holy Spirit had sovereignly entered in! I led him in a salvation prayer
but at this point it was formality. I gave him my bible and we corresponded a few times by
mail. Glory to our loving Father who seeks and saves the lost.
Integrity in Ministry
The responsibility and pressures of ministry are intense. The enemy seeks to destroy you, the
people of God devour each other (and you) and the “lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and
the pride of life” are stumbling blocks along your road of faith and fruitful service. Welcome to
the ministry! There is one resounding truth, however, that will sustain us, “If God be for us who
can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31). God is so faithful!
It is essential that God’s ministers have integrity. We are to be an example of righteousness to
the people. We will give account before the Lord for all we do. Can you say like Paul, “Imitate
me, just as I also imitate Christ” (ICor. 11:1)?
This teaching will help expose some of the major areas of ministerial failure and encourage the
minister to be a man or women of integrity... honest with God, themselves and others. Perhaps
you may see areas in your own life that need correction. Be open to receive conviction of sin
and repent. Then go forward to be a great blessing to this hurting world… a world that needs to
see those that not only preach the gospel but also live the gospel.
Truth
Jesus is the truth and God expects His servants to always be truthful....not only when it is easy
or comfortable. When under pressure we are tempted to lie: 1) to continue to look good to
others 2) to prevent an unpleasant situation 3) to preserve a relationship 4) to save ourselves
from punishment 5) to pretend to be something that we are not.

In some cultures, these reasons are acceptable excuses for not telling the truth. For instance,
in some places relationships are valued more than truth, therefore telling a lie would be
preferable to damaging a relationship. However, this is not acceptable to God. He expects us
to tell the truth. Truth is foundational for all relationships. In fact, a relationship built on a lie is
like building your house on sand... it will soon collapse.
Since we are talking about a ‘sin of the tongue’ it would also be good to mention a few others:
The servant of God must not speak critical and judgmental things about others. The body of
Christ suffers when ministers speak evil of each other. You sow division and confusion instead
of love and unity. You must also be very careful not to be a ‘tale bearer’. When we are told
something confidentially we must not tell others. Churches have been ruined and many have
been hurt by gossip.
Use of Money
God has promised to "supply all of our needs according to His riches in glory"(Phil.4:19). He is
faithful to fulfill His promises. He is our provider. Never look to man as your source of
provision. If you do, you may be disappointed and become offended. Hudson Taylor, the
founder of China Inland Mission, trusted God for the provision for over 1,000 missionaries he
sent to China. He said, "God's work done in God's way never lacks God's provision."
We are to be good stewards of God’s provision, wisely using what He has given. The improper
use of money has caused the destruction of many ministers and ministries. The following are a
few guidelines for operating with financial integrity:
1) Good record keeping is essential: Record in duplicate the sources and amounts of all money
that has come into the ministry. In a similar way record all expenses... all money spent by the
ministry. A report should be given to the pastor, church elders or board of directors on a
regular basis. These records should be kept by an honest individual (other than the pastor) and
reviewed by at least one other. When money is counted, two or three individuals should be
involved. This is not a lack of trust but prevents temptation from blossoming into sin.... as well
as relieves the suspicions of others.
2) Using designated funds: Designated funds are those which are given for a specific purpose.
For example, a man in your congregation donates money that he’s been saving to purchase a
few Bibles for the church. This money must be spent on Bibles. It would be very unwise for the
pastor to use the money to fix the church roof instead. The donor would be offended and
perhaps God would also. He may have stirred the man to give the money because He wanted
the people to have the Bibles.
You may raise money for a particular aspect of ministry: a building project, orphans,
evangelism, etc. It is very important that the money given is spent for that particular project.
It would be of poor integrity to take money donated for orphans to use for evangelism... even
though both are God’s work. We must believe that if God has stirred donors to give toward a
particular project it is because He wants that work to be accomplished. Of course, to
intentionally play on the sympathy of others to raise money for orphans and then spend it on
other ministry needs is deceitful and very displeasing to God. Remember, money is not the root
of all evil, it is the love of money that causes the problem. Let’s ask God to keep us from greed
and covetousness. “Godliness with contentment is great gain.” I Tim.6:6-10
Use of Time
I am always amazed at how many planning meetings are held and yet how little is
accomplished in the Kingdom of God. Many ministers are very busy, but what are they doing?
Let us “be about our Father’s business.” If we are not careful, we will love to sit and discuss.

Perhaps we even feel that we are doing something very important. Yes, meetings are
necessary but if you find yourself attending a lot of meetings prayerfully consider if they are
productive or even necessary. (Prov.20:4, 26:16)
Even as it is important not to waste time, it is also vital for the minister to take time to rest.
Many servants, grow weary and faint because they didn’t learn how to rest. God Himself,
established the ‘Sabbath principle’ when He created the world. He also commanded rest when
He gave the Ten Commandments. We must rest 1 day out of 7 for our spiritual, emotional and
physical health.
Making and Keeping Promises
“Let your yes be yes and your no be no” (Matt.5: 36-37). Most ministers want to please the
people they serve. Sometimes they agree to do things that they later do not do. Don’t make
promises that you cannot keep. The ministers of God must do what they say they will do. Many
are watching.
Sexual Sin
The enemy has gained many victories in this area. Brothers and sisters, this must not be! God
is very serious about sexual immorality. Jesus said that to even look lustfully at a woman (or
man) is the same as committing adultery. (Certainly, this pertains to viewing pornography.)
And in some countries, there are homosexuals and child molesters in the ministry. This is an
abomination!
We can never justify or give a good reason for sexual misconduct. Perverse men have tried to
reason that Solomon had 700 wives and Abraham had concubines.... but these are Old
Testament examples. We can see very clear instruction in the New Testament regarding
marriage, divorce and immorality. Ask God to cleanse you from impure thoughts and actions.
Confess your sins to another and become accountable to them.
Be careful! A man should not minister to a woman alone...nor should a woman minister to a
man alone. Keep from the appearance of evil, the temptation of evil and the accusation of evil.
(An emotionally ill or demonized person could accuse you of touching or raping them, etc.)
If your love for God will not keep you from sexual sin, let the fear of God make you tremble.
You can be sure there will be serious consequences ahead.
Pride
Pride is another major stumbling block for the minister. Pride has a way of creeping into even
the most-humble heart. A few compliments, a few successes, a few souls saved, a few people
healed... and pride begins to rise. Here is a good test of your pride level: Are you able to
receive correction without grumbling? Are you easily offended by what others say to you?
Perhaps you are prouder than you imagined. We need to ask God to show us our condition.
Let us consider James 4:10 and I Peter 5:6. We are to humble ourselves. Ask God to show you
practical ways of humbling yourself: servanthood, submitting to authority, confess your sins to
one another, fasting/praying, dressing yourself in a humble way, speaking humbly, etc.
We have briefly given warning of the wiles of the devil and the weakness of the flesh.... those
things that have caused many ministers to fall. Nevertheless, you don’t need to fall. God is
“able to keep you from falling" (Jude 1:24). If you are to run this race to the finish you must
first become (and remain) intimate with God. This cannot be done without daily prayer. You will
surely be deceived if you are not faithful to spend time with Him. God desires that we love Him
above all else... even the ministry. This is the first and greatest commandment.

Intimacy with God
Intimacy with God is a deep personal relationship with the One who loves you. This is marked
by frequent conversation, worship and service. The foundation is surrender. You submit
yourself and your time fully to Him. And God, in turn, reveals new dimensions of His love,
divine nature and intimate wisdom. Intimacy is pure communion. Consider this: the awesome
Creator of the universe wants to talk to you and be alone with YOU. He desires to be your
friend. This is too wonderful to comprehend. Your first step toward intimacy is a simple prayer:
“Lord, draw me close to You.”
I have written about intimacy with God many times and believe He is asking me to mention
this again. As we enter this next move of the Spirit… flowing in spiritual gifts, doing mighty
miracles and seeing many saved and set free, let’s not forget to spend time with our God.
Don’t get so busy doing the awesome things that you neglect your personal relationship with
the Lover of your soul. Jesus, in the midst of a very pressing schedule, habitually spent time
with His Father. “So, He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed” (Luke 5:16).
We must not forget to do the same.
Into the Pub
I walked into a pub playing guitar and singing about Jesus. The people received me with no
problem. My partner handed tracks to everyone in the place and the bartender let us leave a
stack of tracts on the bar. The Holy Spirit was very present! Starting a Bible study in a pub
would be even better... 3 or 4 Christians sitting in a booth talking among themselves… just like
a regular Bible study. God will bring someone to you - invite them to sit down. Nothing pushy
or rude just kindness and love. Do this on a weekly basis and see what God will do. This is
exactly where Jesus would go to seek and save the lost.
Isaiah 60: 1-2
In October 1993, during a personal fasting and prayer retreat, the words of Isaiah 60:1-2 leapt
off the page and caused me to cry for joy. The Lord was clearly telling me He was about to
pour out His Spirit. Someone spoke this scripture to me again the next day and someone else
on the third day. Then as I was entering my office, one of our teachers was waiting. “Sorry to
bother you but I have a word for you” and he read Isa. 60:1-2. That was 4 different
occurrences… 4 days in a row! The Lord immediately opened opportunities to declare this word
on local radio and TBN, broadcasting into New York City. The Toronto outpouring began within
3 months. I have proclaimed this scripture around the world ever since. Dear friends, get
ready! It is now time for a greater fulfillment of this word!
Arise, shine for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over
you, and His glory will be seen upon you (Isa. 60: 1-2).
Israel Trip Report
Over the years, the Lord has spoken and confirmed things to us using repetitive numbers (not
numerology). I have written about this before. Anyway, this is in regards to a trip to Israel.
Lori hadn't been there before and I really wanted to take her. I felt it was God’s timing,
checked some tour prices and picked one leaving on Nov. 18. Afterwards, I began to realize all
of the following:

We were in our 10th year of marriage. I began my 40th year of ministry in Jerusalem. It was
the 50th anniversary of Jerusalem being united. Lori celebrated her birthday in Israel…
beginning her 60th year. Israel was in its 70th year as a nation... and it was the 100th
anniversary of the Balfour Resolution. God is so awesome! Before we left we received 2
prophecies about God’s favor and His love for us. This surely was a God ordained trip to Israel.
Here are some of the highlights of our trip: We passed through Istanbul, Turkey on the way.
There are many Muslim people there who need Jesus. I brought some Turkish gospel tracts
from home and gave them out. After arriving in Israel, we joined our group (Troy Tours… a
secular agency out of LA). Really nice people with Pastor James from Pennsylvania and some
from a few other states - 41 total. Our first Holy Spirit encounter was on a boat in the Sea of
Galilee. Lori read a scripture and I shared testimony and encouraged the people to give their
life to Christ. Holy Spirit fell and people were crying and hugging and worshipping. Lori was
also profoundly touched by God. We prophesied to a few young people on the boat.
The following day we went to the Jordan River. There were no baptisms planned but a man in
our group asked me to baptize him and then I found myself standing in the Jordan River
baptizing a dozen people and praying for them to be filled with the Holy Spirit. What an
awesome privilege! Also led the group in the Lord’s Prayer and spoke to them about forgiving
those who hurt them. In Nazareth, after getting back in the bus we realized a couple in our
group had gotten lost. Lori, filled with the Holy Spirit, jumped up and prayed powerfully. Within
a few minutes these people were found. This was such a good witness to the power of prayer.
It is so humbling to walk where Jesus walked and be in the land where so many great men and
women of God lived. We stood on Mt Carmel where Elijah called down fire from heaven, on the
Sea of Galilee where Jesus and Peter walked on water, in Capernaum where Jesus and His
disciples spent a lot of time… also Nazareth and Bethlehem. And then we went up to
Jerusalem… the Mount of Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room and the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre. This is the place where most church historians believe that Jesus was
crucified and buried. How incredible to be at the very location where Jesus suffered and died
for our sins. We felt such a deep sense of gratitude.
I asked the tour leader, an Israeli woman, if I could address the group and she agreed. I
shared the gospel and then led them in a prayer of repentance, profession of faith in Christ and
a commitment (or recommitment) to Him. It was so powerful! To my amazement everyone in
the group prayed out loud… some were weeping. Glory to God! (This was the second time I had
the amazing privilege of ministering at the foot of the cross.)
Later that night we met with an old friend Shmuel (Stan) Birnbaum who lives in Israel. By the
Spirit he confirmed what God has been speaking to us and prayed some powerful accurate
prophetic prayers over us. What an amazing time we had Israel! I brought Lori there because I
wanted her to experience this wonderful land… but God had so much more for us to do. He is
such an awesome God.
It’s Time to Go
The Lord showed me this accurate picture when I was eating breakfast: Do you remember
when your family had to be somewhere at a certain time? You got the kids ready, packed the
car and then it was time to get the kids in the car – it was time to go! But they were off
somewhere playing or engrossed in a video game. You called them… no response. You called
again… no response. What did you do then? You probably raised your voice and yelled for
them. If they still didn’t come you likely gave a warning. Dear disciple, it is time to get going.
Don’t wait for your Father to warn you.

It’s Time to Repent
Deep within your heart you know what you’re doing is displeasing to God… it is a sin. You
become angry when someone speaks against this and you blame others. Stuffing your guilt and
trying to escape will only mess you up… and things will end up badly for you. Don’t you think it
would be best to ask God for forgiveness and for His help in overcoming this thing? Jesus loves
you. Please speak with Him now.
It’s Your Choice
Your life as it now stands is the sum total of the choices you have made through the years…
good or bad. Of course, you could blame others for your plight but as someone rightly stated,
“It’s not what happens to you but how you respond to it.” God doesn’t want to remind you of
your past bad choices… but to encourage you to now make wise, Spirit-led, self-sacrificing
decisions. Your future depends on it. Will you choose to go all the way with Jesus… or will you
settle for much less?
Years ago, during a long season of discouragement, I was complaining and saying I was
thinking about quitting the ministry if things didn’t get better soon. The Lord quickly replied
through a friend stating that His eternal purpose would not be thwarted if I quit- He would
simply give my assignment to another. But I would miss the wonderful opportunities to see
lives changed and the blessings and rewards that He freely gives to those who serve Him. This
made me consider very carefully. He allowed me to choose… and I chose to continue to serve
the Lord. He then led me to years of abundant fruitfulness… far beyond my hopeful
expectations.
Now it is time for you to make your choice. Will you serve the Lord with all your heart… or not?
He loves you and wants you to be all that you can be… but He will not force you. It’s not about
how you feel right now; it's all about your willingness and surrender. The Lord will give you
everything you need to fulfill your destiny. Don’t settle for less than was intended for you. Yes,
it can be difficult but continue to trust Him. Do you really want to choose so much less?
If you have been sitting for a while you can still get back in the race… but choose to do it now.
You may not get another opportunity. Ask the Lord now. He will help you! It's your choice…
consider carefully.
Jamaican Impartation
I seldom speak of things like this, but, I wanted to tell you so you will know there is such a
place. I was on a mission in Jamaica. We took our team to the house of an elderly couple to
worship and pray for them. The worship was sweet and the team was ministering to the couple.
An old Jamaican man with an accordion entered while I was leading worship. He joined in so I
withdrew and allowed him to lead… and then it happened. With my eyes wide open, the room
disappeared. I was standing in a white void. It was frightening at first… but then peace flooded
my soul and I was baptized in the Holy Spirit again. I don’t know how long I was there…
perhaps several minutes. With eyes open I could hear the worship but see nothing but bright
white… and then I was back in the room. The man said he was driving to another part of the
island when the Lord told him to come to this house. He wondered why, but obeyed. I told him
what had happened and he was delighted.
From there we went to a very vibrant Pentecostal service but I felt like I had come down
several rungs of the spiritual ladder. This powerful service was nothing compared to the
presence of God I had just experienced with one man playing the accordion. From this point on

there was a notable increase in the anointing on my worship. Many musicians have worshipped
with me over the years since that time and found themselves going to new levels of skill and
deeper levels of Spirit led worship. Several have become worship leaders. All glory to our loving
God who imparts spiritual gifts.
Jealousy
When I was a young man I worked at places that required a lot of manual labor… a concrete
plant, chemical company and a warehouse. I filled, pushed and dumped heavy wheelbarrows,
climbed stairs all night long carrying 50 bound bags of cement and hand loaded tractor trailers
with bags of charcoal. If someone who was bigger and stronger than me came to help do you
think I was jealous because they were stronger and got more work done? Of course not! Dear
disciple, we have a very big job to complete.
Have you been jealous of another minister’s ministry or giftings? This is very small thinking.
You are comparing and thinking about yourself. Consider this: Our Master gave us an
enormous job to do… “make disciples of all nations.” If you truly desire to see this
accomplished you will be very glad to see others raised up to do the work… those with greater
anointing than you. I have spent nearly 40 years trying to advance the kingdom of God and
realize how little I have actually done. Pray the Lord of the harvest to send powerful, anointed
laborers into the harvest field. When you look at it this way, jealousy seems pretty foolish,
doesn’t it?
Jesus the Leader
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

… Consider His leadership style

He prayed! (Mark 1:35)
He chose His apostles by the leading of the Holy Spirit. (Luke 6:12-16)
He lived and traveled with them
He instructed them publicly and privately
He led by doing…demonstrating
Got them involved… Hands on ministry soon after calling them (John 4:1-2)
Challenged them… sending them out without food, money or extra clothing (Mark 6:8-9)
He corrected them and chided them (Mark 9:19, Matt. 8:26, 14:31, 16:8, 16:23)

Join a Church
Are you a committed member of a church or home fellowship? The word of God clearly states
that we are not to forsake “assembling ourselves together” (Heb.10:25). Interaction with our
brothers and sisters sharpens our faith and challenges us to grow spiritually. You may have
been disappointed in church but you can no longer use this as an excuse to avoid fellowship.
You will never find a perfect church. Going to conferences and occasional meetings are good
but this is not enough. Dear disciple, it's time to join a church or fellowship where you can be
encouraged and exhorted. We need each other. (The Lord has told you this before.)
“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so
much the more as you see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:24-25).
Jonah
God told Jonah to go to Nineveh - he did not. God then caused his situation to close in on him
until he was willing to obey. What was the last thing God asked you to do? Did you shrug it off
and think that was OK? Maybe you’ve been wondering why you haven’t heard from the Lord

lately. Why should He tell you something new if you didn’t do the last thing He asked? It would
be good to repent of this and ask for a fresh start. Our loving Lord has so many good things
ahead for those who obey Him. “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.” John
15:14
Keep Going
I have prayed for so many over the years. Was everyone healed? No. I have also witnessed to
many. Was everyone saved? No. My point… some were saved and some were healed. If I was
results oriented I would have quit long ago. And if I did quit none of these would have been
saved or healed. God’s word is true even when my faith is weak or I don’t get it right.
Perseverance is absolutely necessary if you are to have a fruitful ministry.
Keep Your Focus
It is possible to get caught up in the immediate needs and lose focus of your original vision. Be
careful, dear servant, it's possible to get sidetracked. Distractions, the opinions of others and
misplaced priorities can divert your attention, manpower, and finances. Yes, God may change
or modify the vision but nevertheless, through the years a God-given vision has often become
diluted - or even lost. Look again at your vision- what did the Lord initially call you to do?
Kingdom Gospel
The Gospel of the Kingdom is so much more than the awesome message of salvation. Salvation
is the doorway to the Kingdom but the Gospel of the Kingdom refers to the teachings of Jesus
that help us mature and bear fruit. Through these principles we learn to love, pray, humbly
serve and forgive others, to care for the weak and poor… to give and receive and operate with
spiritual authority, healing and bringing deliverance… a world view that includes God’s
sovereign control and His daily guidance. Dear disciple, we are citizens of the Kingdom of God,
a supernatural domain with very practical application.
Lake Placid
Lori and I were in Lake Placid. What a beautiful place! We rode bicycles around the lake, had
some great food and enjoyed each other’s company. We also prayed for our waitress and spoke
of Jesus. Today we visited the Olympic Stadium and prayed for an employee. The Lord touched
him and he began to cry. “You don’t know how much that meant to me,” he said. We also went
to the top of the ski jumping tower and the Lord had a word for the elevator operator. It is so
cool to serve the Living God... such an adventure. He loves people so much and reaches out to
them in the most unlikely places. You can do this too.
Las Vegas Massacre
My heart was grieved. How do you respond when you hear of the tragic mass murders that are
occurring? Many will blame guns, terrorism or the government but haven’t you realized that it
is so much more than that? Our society is unraveling. Many have become angry and are
emotionally sick; unforgiveness and bitterness vex our souls. We have rejected God and His
proven ways and now comfort ourselves with drugs, sex and material things… which will
eventually destroy us. God have mercy on us! How we need a spiritual revival. How we need
the church to arise and shine in this present darkness.

Last Round of Testing
Just when you thought things were moving forward there now seems to be another delay. You
saw God doing some exciting things through you… and then it quieted down. And you
wondered if you did something wrong. No, beloved, this is all part of the process. The enemy is
attempting to sow doubt, cause division and stir up your flesh again. Walk humbly, put on the
full armor and stand in Christ. This will be the last round of testing before you break through!
You are in transition…like a woman in labor. Push…breathe….push…breathe!
Lateness
“...but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out
not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” Philippians 2:3-4
Dear disciple, do you constantly have people waiting for you? When you are late you bring
frustration and stress to those waiting. It can cause plans to be changed or delayed- it can
even hinder the purposes of God. How many things have been left undone due to lateness? Of
course, I’m not talking about occasional lateness due to unforeseen circumstances. However, if
you are frequently making excuses for your tardiness, you had better take a deeper look. There
are many reasons why a person is late. Maybe you can see yourself like this:
Some people are simply clueless about time, or perhaps too optimistic… thinking they can
accomplish something in far less time than actually possible. Others think they have the right
to come and go as they wish. Being late is part of their benefits package. Some use being late
as a weapon, a way to control another person or a situation, or even to vent hidden anger.
Being late can also make a statement “I’m so busy, I’m important.”
Whatever your reason, disciple, being late is discourteous… and at the very least, it shows a
lack of personal discipline. Your lateness speaks volumes. Please understand that this lesson
centers on the attitude of your heart… not legalism. It’s all about your willingness to surrender
your interests and your time to serve another. By being on time, you are esteeming others
better than yourself.
Latest Lie
The latest “PC” lie: It is improper for Christians to try to convert someone to Christianity.
“There are many ways to heaven and everyone has the right to believe what they want. Who
are you to try to change their mind?” The truth: Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven… and
because our God loves the world so much, He sends His sons and daughters everywhere to tell
about this glorious salvation. Be aware, disciple… and be bold. You must tell them using your
spiritual gifts to demonstrate God’s love and power. They will surely spend eternity in hell.
Law of Use
“For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who
does not have, even what he has will be taken away” (Matt. 25:29). This seems a bit unfair…
until you understand the meaning. This is a biblical principle: The Law of Use. Consider your
muscles. If you exercise them they grow stronger. If you don’t use your muscles they become
weaker and will even begin to atrophy. If you use your spiritual gifts often you will see an
increase in accuracy and effectiveness. And if you don’t….

Lazarus, Come Forth!
There are so many who have gotten weary and turned back. Some feel spiritually dead. Many
others have been overtaken by sin. The Lord is now speaking over His people, “Lazarus, come
forth!” Throughout the land those who have fainted are being revived and awakened from their
slumber. As they come forth, know that they will need others to help unwrap their grave
clothes. Help them to get back into fellowship with other Christians. The gifts and calling of God
are not revoked. Encourage those who are returning to fulfill the plans God has for their life.
Leadership Qualities
Here are a few leadership qualities:
1) A good leader is a lover of God who truly worships Him and seeks His face in prayer.
2) a student of the Holy Spirit… learning to hear and obey His leading
3) a true servant, humble and broken… willing to lay down their life for another
4) a disciple maker… taking the time to teach principles and methods as well as provide
opportunities for hands on experience… like Jesus trained His disciples
5) They have the heart of a father or mother who desires to see their “kids” become all they
can be in Christ… even going deeper and farther than they did
6) They are an expert at forgiving those who hurt them.
7) They can inspire and motivate those they lead… not manipulate or lord over them.
8) They are transparent… testifying of their weakness, not trying to appear “holier than thou.”
9) They are accountable to other leaders.
10) They have the courage to correct… speaking the truth in love.
11) They have learned to press past the attacks of the enemy, opposition from people and their
own personal weaknesses.
12) They get up when they fall and continue the race. There is so much more but I hope this
was helpful.
For those who desire to lead… first learn to follow. Submit to those over you and God will give
you true authority. Stay until God tells you to leave… learn discipline and allow the Lord to
break you. A wild horse may be powerful but it is of little use. It surely won’t be pulling the
carriage of the King. If you run from every difficult situation you will hinder your spiritual
growth… and will disqualify yourself from being able to lead others.
One more point: When selecting ministry staff, if you must choose between those with a lot of
education and those who are broken, obedient lovers of God... choose the broken! Education is
always good, but humble brokenness is better.
Led Not Driven
The Lord wants you to be aware of this tactic of the enemy: You earnestly want to serve God.
You go and do by the leading of the Spirit…awesome! But then you think if I fasted for 2 days,
a week would be better. If I do this much, more would be better. If I go this far, more would
be better. Be careful! Be sure you are led by the Spirit and not driven by the enemy. The devil
has shipwrecked the faith of many by pulling them in the direction they are already moving.
This is never to be an excuse for not serving… but a word of wisdom to those who are.
Levels of Surrender
It is important to know there are deeper levels of surrender. If you have difficulty speaking to
others about Jesus try surrendering your concern of what others will think of you and your
need to be liked. For some, it is the fear of rejection. God will help you. For years I prayed:

“Lord, give me the courage to speak about You to anyone, anywhere at any time.” “For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ…” (Rom. 1:16). Every Christian is not called to be an
evangelist but everyone should be His witness. It begins with surrender and dying to self… by
His grace, in the power of His Spirit.
Liberia Testimonies
Here are a few more testimonies from Liberia: When teaching leaders in Monrovia the secular
national television network broadcast our meetings. The TV crew was sovereignly overcome by
the Spirit and started to weep! We led them to Christ and they began to speak in tongues! The
Chief of the National Police was also powerfully touched and one of the Supreme Court Justices
was filled with the Spirit. He then sent his wife, with body guards, to our hotel where she
accepted Christ and was baptized in the Spirit. Glory and honor to our amazing God!
Liberia had recently suffered a coup attempt and there were military checkpoints throughout
the city. We were stopped by soldiers, rifle in hand, hoping to extort money. Our driver boldly
told one soldier, “These men are preachers; they have no money. Do you want them to pray
for you or not?” We laid our hands on him through the window and prayed. His face softened…
and with tears he told us to go.
Love and Service
Some have concentrated their effort on becoming more holy. Of course, God wants us to be
holy but be aware that this could be a dangerous quest. Pursuing holiness for the sake of
holiness can result in too much time focused on self and judging others… thinking you are a
good Christian because you don’t smoke, etc. Let’s look to Jesus and use our energy to love
and serve. If you are not loving and serving, you are not walking in holiness.
Lowliness
"For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we
have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's
sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but
we are dishonored! To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed,
and beaten, and homeless. And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless;
being persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of
the world, the offscouring of all things until now." 1Corinthians 4:9-13
You will probably not like this reading. Flesh seldom enjoys the lower place. What a good word,
lowliness- surely it is self-descriptive. The dictionary defines lowliness as the state or quality of
being lowly; humility, humbleness of mind. It seems to be a better word than humility, don't
you agree? We have stumbled over that word for years.
Who, in the natural, desires the lowest place…the last in line, the last to be served, the one
who gets the leftovers? Doesn't the Bible say: "And the Lord will make you the head and not
the tail; you shall be above only, and not beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord
your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe them" (Deut. 28:13)? We
like this passage… and of course it’s true! Heed the commandments of the Lord; be careful to
observe them and you will be the head. But what does that mean, beloved, fame, fortune, and
power? This is what Jesus taught about being the head: "But he who is greatest among you
shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted" (Matt. 23:11-12).

Abraham allowed Lot to choose the fertile Plain of Jordan for grazing his livestock. Abraham
humbled himself and took the semi-arid scrublands to the west. Soon after they separated,
God gave Abraham all of the land: north, south, east and west… and promised to give him
descendants that could not be numbered. The Word of God is filled with examples of humility,
followed by great blessing…choosing the lesser and being given the more. Consider the
lowliness of Jesus (from His humble birth to His shameful death); you are well aware of the
eternal fruit that He bore!
Dear disciple, have you been actively pursuing ways to become lower or are you still aspiring to
prominence? Prominence would be a big mistake… unless it was the Lord's will for you.
However, if He should raise you up, you will have been sufficiently trained in lowliness as not to
desire recognition - you will probably shy away from it.
No one willingly chooses the lowest place; this is a work of grace and comes by divine
orchestration. But dear one, if you desire to be like Jesus… to actually win the race that is set
before you, you must be lowly. Find your self-worth not as the world measures success… but in
lowliness. You choose the lesser, while encouraging and teaching others how to be blessed.
Serve in menial ways (wash feet); give all that you are and all that you have. Be nothing in the
eyes of the world… Be great in the eyes of God!
Make a Distinction
Over the years I have served many different Christian persuasions in many countries…
denominational and non-denominational. I was never concerned about our doctrinal differences
since we all believed that Jesus died for our sins and rose from the dead. Nevertheless, the
hour has come when we must make a distinction between those who believe the bible is our
standard of truth and morality and those who choose the current cultural definition. Some
churches are now giving approval to what God says is immoral. These churches and
denominations have become apostate. Pray that truth will prevail.
Making Mistakes
When training your son or daughter do you get frustrated, take things out of their hands and
do it yourself? I hope you are allowing your kids to make mistakes… and then help them learn
something from it. Your heavenly Father is a very patient Parent. He has been using your
failures to increase your wisdom and understanding. To those who love Him, He is working all
things together for your good!
True Story: A promising yet relatively new employee made a big mistake that cost his company
$2million. When he was called to the office he told the boss he expected to be fired. The boss
replied, “Fire you? It just cost me $2million to train you!” God has so much invested in you… in
training you to steward His glory in this hour. Learn something from this mistake/sin/failure…
and keep moving forward.
Malaria
In 1994 Pastor Roberson and I contracted malaria in Uganda… but it didn’t manifest until we
were home. First, like the flu… then 105° temps, profuse sweating, shaking and delirium.
Pastor responded well but despite my fervent prayer I was dying. I told the Lord I had no more
strength to fight and was ready to come home unless HE fought for me. I was aware of others
in the room but I was too weak to move or even talk. Part of my lung had collapsed and they
were about to insert a chest tube. At this very time several pastors were meeting for a dinner
and when informed of our plight they were stirred by the Spirit to cry out in prayer for several

minutes. The surgeon arrived, listened to my lung, sent me for another x-ray and found that I
didn’t need the tube! From that point I regained strength and was healed! My point: When
you’re too weak to fight… the Lord will fight for you! Praise His wonderful name!
Man is a Spiritual and Physical Being
Just a reminder: Man was created to be both a spiritual and physical being… to access the
natural and the supernatural. In the beginning he communed with God in the garden, but
relinquished this glory and digressed to a carnal existence. Because of Jesus’ shed blood man’s
spirit was regenerated and is again ready to commune with God's Spirit. Jesus proclaimed
God’s supernatural Kingdom… a message that taught miracles were possible if we would only
believe. Dear disciple, understand who you are and allow your spirit to take the lead - not your
flesh and emotions. Believe God, follow the Holy Spirit and become naturally supernatural.
Man on the Stairs
Lori and I were driving home from a wonderful morning of ministry at the Bridge Christian
Church when Lori said we needed to stop and pray for a man sitting on his front steps. She told
me she sees him there all the time and promised the Lord she would stop when I was with her.
So, we stopped. She had a word of knowledge for him and then he prayed with her to forgive
his mother and father. I spoke with him about his salvation and he freely prayed with me…
repenting of his sins and accepted Jesus as his Savior and Lord. What a great day!
Manifest Presence of God
“And He said, ‘My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’ Then he said to Him, ‘If
Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. For how then will it be known
that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So, we shall be
separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.’" Exodus
33: 14-16
What is the manifest presence of God? His obvious, overt, apparent nearness... God in our
midst!
• Moses ... the burning bush, pillar of fire, cloud in the wilderness
• Solomon’s Temple dedication… the cloud filled the temple and the priests couldn’t
minister
• Pentecost ... mighty rushing wind, tongues of fire… speaking in tongues, Peter preaches
with power
• Paul on the Damascus Road… blinding light and voice from heaven
I realize that many Christians have never experienced God’s manifest presence.
Nevertheless, He has been manifesting His presence throughout the centuries to individuals
and in powerful meetings… especially during seasons of spiritual revival:
• Intense conviction of sin falls upon entire regions… with no one preaching
• Incredible miracles, signs and wonders happen sovereignly or through the servant of
God
• Weeping, laughing, falling and shaking often occur when the manifest presence of God
comes in contact with mere humanity.
• Worship goes to higher and deeper levels. He inhabits the praises of His people.
• Demons are driven back as God’s presence comes near.
How we need God’s manifest presence in this hour… for power evangelism, to break demonic
strongholds and to encourage the weary saints. Will you seek Him with earnest?

•
•
•
•

Repent of dry religious practices and all other sin, then ask God to create a hunger and
thirst for more of Him.
Ask Him to help you to die to self (more of Him, less of you). He will be faithful to 'break’
you.
Wait on the Lord; allow Him to have His way in your services. Your agenda can often
quench the Holy Spirit.
Persevere in prayer ... it purifies your motives. Only the hungry will press in. Continue to
knock on the door. “Throw down the bread.”

You will pay a price for God's presence...your time, your reputation, even your life. He longs to
be close to us but many times our 'flesh' stands in the way. Flesh is now the veil that separates
us from God. He shamelessly offers Himself to us (We can have as much of God as we want.)
but we really only take a small part of Him. It is not convenient to be with God. Lord, help us to
seek you. How we need your manifest presence.
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.’” John 14:23
Many Answered Prayers
Over the years I have seen God answer so many prayers… even impossible things. Some were
answered instantly, others over a period of time. And some are still in the process of being
answered. Dear Christian, do you take time to pray? “Now this is the confidence that we have
in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears
us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”
1John 5:14-15
Material Possessions
"Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Luke 12:33
Let’s settle this issue once and for all: It is OK for Christians to possess material goods. There
is no need to feel guilty; enjoy the good life that God has given to you. There is no problem
with making investments and running a business, or several businesses. The more you earn,
the greater level of comfort you can afford for your family… and the more you have to give
away. There is certainly nothing wrong with that … as long as your methods are godly and your
heart remains in tune with God’s will.
Having said this, let’s consider a few additional facts: The more that you own, the more
responsibility you have: including maintenance, repair, concern, etc. Additional time must be
spent for all of this, so it would be safe to say that you have less time for the things of God.
(Unless, of course, you are specifically called to make money for kingdom purposes.) Your
heart can easily be drawn away from the Lord. “For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.”
You choose, beloved: do you want to be concerned with the things of this world, or would you
rather be concerned with the things of God? Some decide to strike a balance… and that is their
prerogative. Nonetheless, if you are running this race to win, your attachment to material
possessions will sooner or later distract you, and most assuredly, will weigh you down. It
seems wise to run unencumbered

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting
at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” Col. 3:1-3 “No one engaged in warfare
entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a
soldier.” 2Tim 2:4
Meaning of Ekklesia
The Greek word “ekklesia” is often translated “church” or “called out ones” but it was actually
the Greek word for an authoritative governmental assembly. When Jesus used this word
(Matt.16:18-19) “upon this rock I will build my church” He certainly wasn’t speaking of a little
white building with a steeple… and He wasn’t inventing a new word. The disciples understood
“ekklesia” in its historical context. Jesus was speaking of those who would be called out from
the contemporary world system… to represent Him on earth. They would be His Spirit-led
agents to make disciples and establish His kingdom principles, decreeing and declaring His
words with authority and power… subduing demons and healing those held captive. Church,
this is who you are!
Memories and Medicine
Having some wonderful memories: We arrived at night on the island of Mindanao, Philippines
and prayed for the cab driver’s stomach problems. He must have been testifying of his healing
because when we awoke in the morning there were about 30 people in the hotel lobby waiting
for us to pray for them! (When God is really moving you don’t need much advertising!) That
was a very memorable trip. We did several evangelistic healing crusades. Many came forward
to receive Christ and many were healed… including the blind seeing, the lame walking and the
deaf hearing! All praise and glory to Jesus Christ!
Another memory: St Clare’s Hospital donated a few medical supplies for our trip to
Mozambique… a nebulizer and bronchodilators (meds to help breathing). I wondered what we
would ever need that for. Soon after we arrived we were awakened by a mother banging on
our door. Her daughter was having a very serious asthma attack; her airways were nearly
closed; she was close to death. We prayed and found the nebulizer buried in our luggage. It
saved her life. Yes, God uses prayer to heal… He also uses medicine. Praise His wonderful
name!
Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment
During a fasting and prayer retreat in Oct. 1999 we were repenting for the sins of our nation…
asking God to hold back His hand of judgment. He clearly spoke to us saying, “The sin is too
great… judgment must come. But pray for mercy that the judgment will be less.” Someone
arrived hours later and declared the very same thing! A few days after our retreat a group of
well-known prophets and intercessors released a report. They had been meeting on the west
coast that same weekend (I wasn’t aware of that.) They said that God told them our national
sin was great and we were to pray for mercy that the judgment would be lessened! From that
point we prayed often for God’s mercy. I understand there are many who don’t believe God
brings/allows judgment. You can choose not to believe me, but I am telling you what the Lord
said… and confirmed.
On Sept. 11, 2001 the judgment came. Here is the testimony of God’s gracious mercy:

* The World Trade Center
The twin towers of the World Trade Center were places of employment for some 50,000 people.
2,606 lost their lives. This means that over 47,000 lives were spared!
* The Pentagon
Some 23,000 people were the target of a third plane aimed at the Pentagon. 125 lost their
lives. That is an amazing 99.5% survival rate. In addition, the plane seems to have come in too
low, too early, to affect a large portion of the building. On top of that, the section that was hit
was the first of five sections to undergo renovations that would help protect the Pentagon from
terrorist attacks. It had recently completed straightening and blast-proofing, saving many lives.
* American Airlines Flight 77
This Boeing 757 that was flown into the outside of the Pentagon could have carried up to 289
people, yet only 64 were aboard. 78% of the seats were empty.
* American Airlines Flight 11
This Boeing 767 could have had up to 351 people aboard, but only carried 92. Thankfully 74%
of the seats were unfilled.
* United Airlines Flight 175
Another Boeing 767 that could have sat 351 people only had 65 people on board. Fortunately,
it was 81% empty.
* United Airlines Flight 93
This Boeing 757 was one of the most uplifting stories yet. The smallest flight to be hijacked
with only 45 people aboard out of a possible 289 had 84% of its capacity unused. Yet these
people stood up to the attackers and thwarted a fourth attempted destruction of a national
landmark, saving untold numbers of lives in the process.
Out of potentially 74,280 Americans directly targeted, 93% survived or avoided the attacks.
That's a higher survival rate than heart attacks, breast cancer, kidney transplants and liver
transplants - all common, survivable illnesses.
The Hijacked planes were mostly empty, the Pentagon was hit at its strongest point, the
overwhelming majority of people in the World Trade Center buildings escaped, and a handful of
passengers gave the ultimate sacrifice to save even more lives.
There are also countless stories of those who were supposed to be in Twin Towers or on one of
these flights but changed their plans at the last minute. Some have testified that God told them
not to go. Praise the Lord and give Him thanks for His mercy. He hears and answers our
prayers. Let us continue to pray for God’s mercy. Our nation has not turned back to God and
our sin is far great than it was in 2001.
Ministers are Quitting
A reputable poll revealed that 90% of Christian ministers in America leave the ministry before
they reach retirement age. Some of these were not called by God and some were operating in
their own strength, but still, this is a stunning figure! When you sit in your pew and think “I
could do that better” consider this: Can you pay the price? The spiritual warfare is very intense,
then there is the personal sacrifice, upsets and disappointments. It will cost you everything.
Even so, there is no greater joy or fulfillment than serving the Lord and seeing lives healed and
changed. It is well worth it. Please pray for your pastor, encourage them and be willing to
serve.

Ministry Model
Here is a simple Jesus ministry model: He spent time with His Father in prayer. He ministered
to the people. He made disciples. He forgave those who crucified Him. Not too complicated.
Miracle Man
While serving with FGBMFI I received a call at 4:44am that a member had undergone
emergency surgery and was in a coma. While in prayer I had a vision of a battleship under
attack from the air and then the Lord bending over the ship taking the hits on His back. I heard
Ps.107:20 “He sent His word and healed them and delivered them from their destructions.” We
went to the hospital, commanded healing in Jesus name and asked the family to play a
recording of the Word continually in the room. Within a few hours, Bob awoke, and asked for
food. Glory to God! The hospital staff began calling him “Miracle Man.” He went on to live
several more years!
Another coma testimony: While working at the hospital I would witness to the staff… as led by
the Spirit. One of these nurses needed help turning her comatose patient and before we left
the room I prayed for him while the nurse carefully observed. I went my way and within a short
time the nurse came to get me. “The man is awake!” she said with excitement. We then fed
him some pudding. I’m not sure what became of this man but not long after, the nurse prayed
to receive Jesus as her Lord and Savior. Praise and glory to our wonderful Savior!
Missionary Charge
Before leaving on a mission it is wise to shift from an “American” mindset to a “missionary”
mindset. If you do this, your trip will be a little easier. Americans are used to being comfortable
and having things the way they want it. Missionaries, however, are self-sacrificing... they
surrender their comforts, likes and dislikes for the sake of Christ and the advancement of His
kingdom. Many of the first missionaries to Africa suffered and died… seeing very little fruit.
Now, we stand on their shoulders laying down our life to bring the same precious gospel to this
generation of Africans. Our loving Father is very pleased with your willingness to go. Be bold,
be strong for the Lord your God is with you.
Modifying the Truth
For someone today: You were raised Christian and believed in the word of God but you have
modified your beliefs to accommodate your sexual desires. This seemed easier than outright
disobedience. The Lord wants you to know He loves you... but you are believing a lie. His word
is truth. It is time for you to agree with God and return to the truth. Jesus is the only way to
the Father, the only way to heaven.
Monday Night Report 11-17
This Monday Night Meeting was my absolute favorite! God’s presence was so tangible to me. I
could hardly stand… and was frequently wiping tears from my eyes. There was such strong
anointing on the worship! I clearly heard the Spirit- every song was chosen by Him... true
heartfelt worship with shouts of joy. The prophetic word was flowing and there were words of
knowledge for healing. Lori and I shared our experiences in Israel and then I gave a message
and called the people to repentance. Several came forward to ask forgiveness of sin. It was
very powerful. The personal ministry time was also powerful… people were falling or trembling
as the Lord touched them. Testimonies of healings were given afterwards. Glory to God!

More About Forgiveness
“So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his
brother his trespasses.” Matthew 18:35
You have been taught that forgiveness is a process, a process that begins by making the
decision to forgive. For some, this in itself is a very big step. Nevertheless, the Lord wants to
take you through the entire process. So how do you know if you have forgiven completely,
from the heart as Jesus stated in Matthew 18:35? Here is a simple test:
• When you see the offender, do old memories and unpleasant feelings flood your soul?
• Do you refuse to help the one who has offended you?
• When you hear that something bad has happened to them, are you inwardly happy?
Dear disciple, if you answered “yes” to any one of these questions there is still some
forgiveness and healing needed. With God's help, you can clear your heart of this residue. It
will take time, sometimes months or years. Bring this to the Lord again today. He will help you
continue the process. He is pleased with your willingness.
It is important to note that after an offense, in certain instances, trust will need to be rebuilt
even when there is forgiveness. Be wise; this also takes time. For example: If your son
borrows your car, gets drunk and crashes it, you will forgive him completely, from your heart.
But, it will take a while before you give him your car keys again. He will need to prove that he
can be responsible. Be careful; don't deceive yourself. There is no need to withhold your love,
friendship, or help. True forgiveness will offer all of the above, but can still deny the car keys.
More About Rewards and Blessings
“Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed
you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are enriched in
everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.” 2Cor. 9:10-11
Do you realize that it is God who opens the opportunities for you to give and serve and sacrifice
self? He does this for YOUR benefit… as well as for the recipient. Do you understand? God is
making a way for you to be blessed. How else would He bless you? “Give and it shall be given
unto you.” That’s how it works- you know that.
Someone will ask for your help or ask to borrow your money or property. How you grumble and
complain when called upon to do something that is inconvenient. In truth, these opportunities
are stepping-stones to greatness and abundant reward. God is showing you favor, beloved. He
is also showing you your heart.
Dear disciple, wouldn’t it be wise to meet the needs that the Lord lays before you, to take full
advantage of these potential blessings? This life is but a vapor but your reward will last forever.
Motorcycle Man
I spoke with a man who was a member of a motorcycle club… and a drug user. The Lord stirred
me to put my mouth to his chest and shout “Wake Up!” The Spirit of the Lord spoke into his
spirit. He now loves the Lord, has stopped the drugs, quit the club, ministered to the elderly in
a nursing home... and shared his testimony on the streets. Isn’t our God awesome?! His life
has been wonderfully changed by the Rhema of God!

Mt. Zion Testimony
I had a word for a guy, called him into the aisle and then we just stood there looking at each
other. The presence of God was very strong. I put my hand on his chest and said something by
the Spirit. After the meeting this man approached with tears in his eyes. “When you put your
hand on my chest the Lord put His hand around my heart and made it new. I am completely
renewed!” A few months later he went with me to preached the gospel on the street. Glory!
Need to Pray
If you look into the lives of those who have been fruitful for God you will find a season of
brokenness… and diligent prayer. We must make the time to seek the Lord... to commune, ask
and listen. Doing things man’s way brings the natural results that men can do. Doing things by
the leading of God's Spirit brings the supernatural results that only God can do.
Neighborhood Workman
The Lord made me aware of a workman in our neighborhood and I asked Him to open an
opportunity to speak with him. (The guy kept very busy.) A few days later the Lord reminded
me… and off I went. There he was and the time was right. The Lord spoke to him about his
past, present and future. He agreed it was correct and tears came to his eyes. He then allowed
me to lay my hands on him and pray. God was surely present! Not yet time for complete
surrender but one giant step closer! God is so good!
New Ways
"Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even make
a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert... I give waters in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert, to give drink to My people, My chosen. This people I have formed for Myself; they
shall declare My praise. But you have not called upon Me, O Jacob; and you have been weary
of Me, O Israel." Isaiah 43:19-22
It should be clear to most church leaders that the old ways have not been bearing much fruit. I
believe the Lord wants me to mention this again. He seeks to do a new thing and expects us to
do what He is doing. There is a great harvest yet to come in and the old wineskins are not
sufficient. We gratefully honor and bless all who have gone before us, but please don't say, "If
it was good enough for my grandfather and my father, it is good enough for me." This type of
thinking perpetuates ineffective and unfruitful methods. God has used the local church to
accomplish so much over the years. I love the local church and I’m certainly not speaking
against it. We admire all of the faithful church leaders who have pressed on and endured.
Nevertheless, hear what the Spirit is saying, "I am doing a new thing."
Those who are weary, those who fear change, and those who are complacent want to keep
things the way they are, but this is not Spirit-led living. Unfortunately, many do feel this way
and are in need of a personal revival themselves. Nevertheless, you don't want to become an
obstructionist, speaking against and hindering those who are ready and willing to pray, listen
and do the new thing that God is currently doing. There have always been critics… all through
history. There have also been bold Spirit-led risk-takers who have changed history.
The following is a good example of a new wine skin: The Master has been birthing hundreds of
thousands of house churches around the world. Some are independent, many others are linked
together through apostolic networks. There are also hundreds of cell churches emerging. These
churches function in a similar way to house churches but are under a central government, and

they come together on Sundays for a corporate celebration. It is not uncommon to see
churches like this with thousands of members… and yet everyone's needs are met through the
home cell. These cells are not merely inward-focused maintenance groups, but fertile seedbeds
for evangelism and discipleship.
Of course, this is not new. The first century church met in homes and everyone had the
opportunity to participate. "Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a
teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation" (1Cor 14:26). The Lord has
been trying to get our attention regarding these new (old) methods for decades. Some have
attempted home groups in the past and have stopped because of problems or lack of interest.
Surely, they can become stale if there is no plan or purpose. They were never meant to
become a place to just talk and eat.
The churches that have become hugely successful in this manner have restructured their entire
church government. The cell became their chief focus not merely an addendum to an already
busy schedule. The cell leaders have been trained to shepherd the people and the cell members
become active participants in every aspect of ministry.
If it is too difficult for you to make sweeping changes I strongly encourage you to take another
look at starting home fellowship groups … small groups that meet weekly in member’s homes
where there can be active participation by all members of your congregation. Each one comes
with a scripture or a short teaching and there is a time of worship and they pray for one
another, practicing the operation of their spiritual gifts, also partaking of Communion. In
addition, there should be outside service projects, works of mercy and evangelistic
outreaches… inviting their neighbors to attend.
What will you do? Will you call upon the Lord for His new ways? A great outpouring of God’s
Spirit is just beginning. We must be ready and willing to disciple and train those who will bring
in the harvest… and seek the Lord for the best ways to make disciples of these new converts
and backsliders who will be returning. There will be great enthusiasm and spiritual hunger as
the Holy Spirit is poured out. This fresh fire must be given opportunities for expression. We
must do far more than herd them into the sanctuary and have them just sit there. The days of
passive pew sitting must come to an end. This is the word of the Lord.
One more thing: Prayer with fasting breaks down the demonic spiritual resistance and is
absolutely essential when birthing, sustaining and expanding a work of God. The churches that
save, heal, deliver, disciple and send out laborers… are praying churches!
Lord of the harvest, help us learn Your methods; forgive us for our complacency. You told us to
make disciples and we have been satisfied with far less. Please forgive us.
No Instant Ministers
It is foolish to think that just because an anointed servant of God lays hands on you that you
will instantly preach and minister like them. Yes, you are healed, encouraged and receive Holy
Spirit impartation… all excellent reasons to receive prayer. But, dear disciple, the one who
prayed for you has been tried and tested and broken. They have endured successes and
failures and are still in the process of overcoming. They have shed tears, counted the cost and
continue to follow the Lord. God may use you quickly to do something wonderful but remember
it is a lifelong process. Are you still willing to pay the price?

No Dessert Please
For some pastors and leaders: Has your ministry been serving mostly dessert to God's people?
It is time for some meat and vegetables. The Lord is asking you to challenge the people to
deny themselves and surrender to the purposes of God… to be willing to be uncomfortable for
Jesus, to give their all. You think that life is difficult and you should just encourage them but
the Lord is now saying to include exhortation and admonition. Do you teach about the
consequences of sin or call them to repentance? This is not about legalism or a religious spirit.
It is the truth of God's word… the full counsel of God. You have been called to make disciples.
Normal Christianity
What is often described, as the “deeper Christian life” is nothing more than normal. Many
Christians don't realize how watered-down our form of Christianity has become. This is why
some call normal, deep. Giving yourself wholeheartedly to God, without reservation, this is
normal Christianity. You are not your own.
Soon after the church was birthed at Pentecost, complete abandonment, total commitment and
Spirit-led living were commonplace; check the Book of Acts. They were in one accord and in
awe of His glory. These early saints loved God and loved one another; a deep reverence for
truth permeated the Body of Christ. They walked in faith and experienced mighty miracles. This
is our reference point. This is normal Christianity.
Some might say there is no mandate to imitate the activities of the 1st century Church… I
agree. Your form and format of prayer, worship and ministry should change according to the
culture and the leading of the Holy Spirit. However, the very centerpiece of normalcy is not
ecclesiastical; it is a matter of the heart: a deep love for God, a surrendered will, obedience,
humility, child-like faith, commitment, etc. How far are we from there?
Be encouraged, dear disciple, our God is love. He has shamelessly pursued mankind for six
millennia; He will not give up on us now. He is calling us once again to come closer. Will you
draw near? There is no striving or religious activity needed in His loving presence, only
surrender.
Normal for Jesus, Normal for Christians
Jesus Christ is the son of God, our Savior… but have you considered that He was also an
example of who we should be? I’m sure you have seen WWJD (What would Jesus do?) and yes,
He is our model of morality. Nevertheless, Jesus, being the firstborn among many brethren
(Rom. 8:29), was demonstrating the supernatural lifestyle that He intended US to live. He said
that those who believe in Him would do the works that He did and even greater (John 14:12).
It should be quite normal for Christians to know, see and do things supernaturally… by the
leading of Holy Spirit.
What would Jesus do? He demonstrated the power of God and the glorious reality of God's
kingdom by healing the sick, cleansing the leper, casting out demons and raising the dead. His
Church must also do the same. In this hour of lies and deception the world needs to see a
genuine demonstration of the power of God.

Not Forsaken
We have been taught that God the Father turned His face away from Jesus as He hung on the
cross because “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us…” (2Cor. 5:21). The Father
could not be with Jesus because God is Holy and His holiness is incompatible with sin. Sounds
good but is it really true?
Clearly, Jesus felt forsaken as He cried, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt.
27:46). He was quoting Psalm 22:1. But now read Psalm 22:24... “For He has not despised nor
abhorred the affliction of the afflicted nor has He hidden His face from Him, but when He
cried to Him, He heard.” Jesus was crying out as a suffering man… not as God. In His anguish,
He thought His Father had abandon Him, however, Psalm 22:24 says otherwise.
God did not forsake His Son and He will not forsake you. He does not forsake His children…
even in their sinfulness. Turn to Him now; He loves you. He will deliver you. “…For He Himself
has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’” Hebrews 13:5
Obedience
Most of us really don’t like to hear about obedience. This generation much prefers to speak of
their freedom and their rights. Nevertheless, obedience is a big part of God’s “love language.”
Don’t say you love God if you refuse to obey His word… “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but
the Father's who sent Me.” John 14:23
Obey God; Walk in Faith; Endure
"For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive
the promise: 'For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry. Now the
just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.'" Hebrews
10:36-38
If you are searching for something profound today, here it is: Obey God; walk in faith; endure!
For far too long we have formed doctrines and espoused teachings to make us "poor miserable
sinners" feel more comfortable. "We certainly don't want to bring guilt and condemnation, you
know!" Let it be clear, the Lord extends great mercy and grace to those who fail; He is a loving
Father. I have certainly failed many times myself. Nevertheless, it's time for us to grow up and
see things from a different perspective. An earthly father should give much encouragement to
the fumbling child, but isn't there a point when the child matures and is actually expected to
take on responsibility and do the job at hand, completing the task with a measure of
excellence? And there are consequences if he or she does not… isn't this true?
The Lord is now looking for those who will sacrifice their pleasure and other selfish pursuits to
fulfill their God-given destiny, whatever that may be. We can sit around for years lamenting
our weaknesses and excusing ourselves from service, but it is now time for the sons and
daughters to rise up and do the work of the Kingdom in faith, with authority. Will you surrender
to the purposes of God? By His grace, through the power of His Spirit you can be one who
succeeds! Yes, haltingly at times, with weakness and struggle, but pressing on in faith…
running the race to win. You must not draw back!

You may be asking, "So, what is success?" Dear servant, know this very well: Success is
learning to hear the voice of God, and learning to obey Him. True success is accomplishing
God's will daily, and ultimately fulfilling His purpose for your life. This simple understanding
places every Christian on equal ground- the intellectual and the unlearned, the wealthy and the
impoverished, every nationality, every man, woman, or child. Anyone can learn to hear God's
voice and learn to obey. If you would simply do this, you will bless God and bless many.
Something else to consider: The Lord scolded His disciples more than once for their lack of faith
(Matt. 8:26); He will also chide us. What mighty things could be accomplished if we would only
believe! The Lord is speaking to us about faith again. It will require true faith to enter into the
great day of miracles and power that is now upon us. Exercise your faith!
Oil Change Healing
Was having my engine oil changed so I asked a customer in the waiting room if he needed
prayer – he declined so I asked the manager trainee if he wanted prayer. He said he was a
believer and that his back was killing him. I prayed and God healed him! (the customer was
watching.) I went shopping then returned for the free car wash at the oil change place… and
the guy who was healed was standing outside. I asked about his back and he said with
excitement, “It’s great! I was just posting this on Facebook. God is so awesome!” Then the
Lord spoke a prophetic word to him. I prayed for 4 more people that morning and witnessed to
3 others. I received a fresh infilling of Holy Spirit a few days earlier... was just pouring Him out!
Only One Way
Our God is so glorious and so perfect that imperfect man has no hope of ever approaching Him.
We would be consumed in His presence. I mean, think about it… He spoke the entire universe
into existence… hundreds of billions of stars in each galaxy and over a trillion galaxies!
Everything was conceived, designed and created by Him. Why would you ever think you could
enter into His presence? The Almighty has given only one way of approach… and that is
through His son, Jesus Christ. It is only through Jesus that we have access to this incredibly
magnificent God! “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Dear disciple, in this age of humanistic pluralism
when it is an offense to claim there is only one way to heaven… I remind you again to never be
ashamed to declare this truth… and teach others to do the same.
Opportunity Abounds
Here are a few interesting statistics: During an average lifespan of 70 years you will have lived
approximately 25,550 days. This would be 3,640 weeks or 840 months. Consider the numerous
opportunities that are given throughout your lifetime to praise and worship the Master... and to
love and serve your family, friends and strangers.
Each day presents new challenges to forgive someone or to love the unlovable, new occasions
to become less so that He can become more in you and through you. Will you take advantage
of these opportunities, disciple? Who you are and who you will become depends upon the
seemingly insignificant choices you make each day. The magnitude of your reward in heaven
may also depend upon how well you respond to each God-given opportunity. Pay attention; the
clock is ticking!

Opportunity or Inconvenience
The Lord tells us to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven (Matt. 6:20) and reveals that
sacrificial giving brings reward (Matt. 19:29). Throughout your life, even daily, your loving
Father gives you opportunities to sacrifice your time, effort or money to help another. Yes, for
their blessing but also for your reward… to bless you in this life and for you to store up treasure
in heaven. Be Alert! Many times, these opportunities come disguised as inconvenience or even
annoyance.
I think you agree that all things are within God's control. Consider viewing those difficult people
and situations that come your way as His messengers sent to bring you a precious GIFT… like
patience, humility, perseverance, etc. Your loving Father is at work in your life.
Our PC Society
In our current politically correct society we are afraid to offend or make anyone uncomfortable.
Unfortunately, this has also permeated the church. You hardly hear about sin and hell
anymore. Don’t misunderstand; Jesus is all about mercy and grace… and so am I, but let’s
learn from our Master. He was never afraid to upset or offend. He even tipped over some tables
and chairs! Be led by the Spirit as Jesus was... and be bold to speak the truth in love.
Overcoming
The battle rages, dear saint. The wicked one seeks to ensnare; God seeks to refine; everything
that can be shaken will be shaken. Yes, a glorious spiritual awakening will soon unfold, but the
world will grow darker and more volatile. Persecution will come, love will grow cold and there
will be a great ‘falling away.’ You must be an overcomer. With the help of God, you will
overcome!
What are we to overcome? The devil, our flesh, fear, doubt, worry, anger, sexual lusts, lust for
materials, money, drugs, food etc. persecution, difficult situations at home, family and
marriage, in church, at work, in the neighborhood.
We need to know more about the beauty and the majesty of our God! When we begin to
absorb the reality of His Glory and Splendor, all of His wonderful attributes… the things of this
world become less appealing. Who could ever compare to God and what material thing could
ever take His place? Could you be satisfied with anything less than the One, True and
Omnipotent, loving God? Would you foolishly let go of the Priceless Treasure to grasp a shiny
penny?
We also need to hear about the ugliness of sin- the pain that it causes, the destruction and
death. We must remember to fear of the Lord. Yes, come to grips with your weaknesses and
your sinfulness but you must never be comfortable with your sin. Sometimes grace is preached
to the comfort of the sinner. The sinner must be warned- the repentant sinner, comforted.
Don’t forget to consider the rewards for those who overcome: You will eat from the tree of life,
be given hidden manna, a white stone with a new name, power over the nations, clothed in
white garments, your name confessed before the Father, sit with Jesus on His Throne, become
a pillar in the Temple, will inherit all things… “I will be his God and he shall be My son.”
You overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb, the word of testimony, complete
abandonment to the purposes of God (loving not your life unto death.) You can be an
overcomer - you must be! God will help you every step of the way. "Strive (Greek is
Agonizomai) to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will

not be able.” (Luke 13:24) The Greek word Agonizomai means: competes in the games, fight,
fighting, fought, laboring earnestly, strive, striving.
Partial Obedience
"So, Samuel said, 'When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of
Israel? And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel? Now the Lord sent you on a mission,
and said, `Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until
they are consumed.' Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop
down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?' And Saul said to Samuel, 'But I have
obeyed the voice of the Lord...'" 1Samuel 15:17-20
Dear disciple a very pointed lesson today: God expects complete obedience. Partial obedience,
in God's eyes, is considered to be disobedience.
Saul was instructed to utterly destroy the Amalekites and all of their possessions. He did not.
When confronted by the prophet Samuel, Saul insisted that he did obey the command of the
Lord... and then he blamed his failure to obey the ‘complete’ Word of the Lord on the people.
As a result of his 'partial obedience,' God rejected Saul.
Thank the Lord for His amazing grace! How many times have you complied with God's
word...only part way? You were told to witness to the clerk at the store, but you only mustered
enough courage to say “God bless you." You were instructed to put $50. in the offering, you
gave $20. instead. God clearly wanted you to apologize and admit that you were wrong, but
you merely smiled and tried to make small talk, hoping to repair the relationship without
having to humble yourself.
God is not pleased with this - He wants you to obey Him. You are not rejected because of His
great mercy… because of Jesus' sacrifice. Nonetheless, your Father still requires strict
obedience. You must never again appease your conscience by telling yourself, "At least I said,
"God bless you."
Patient in the Process
Be patient in the process, my friend. God is at work. He has brought you this far and will not
fail you. You have heard many times, “God has a good plan for your life.” Believe Him! Many
who have been on the potter’s wheel are weary, those in the wilderness are discouraged. I
have good news for you! You are soon coming into the fullness of your purpose... and many
will be blessed! God is on the move!
Psalm 40:1-3 “I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me and heard my cry. He also
brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay and set my feet upon a rock and
established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth--Praise to our God; many will see it
and fear and will trust in the Lord.”
Psalm 37:7 “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who
prospers in his way, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.”
Eccl 7:8 “The end of a thing is better than its beginning; The patient in spirit is better than the
proud in spirit.
James 5:8 “You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”

Luke 21:19 "By your patience possess your souls.”
James 1:3 “…knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”
Persecution is a Good Thing
Today the Lord asks us to renew our mind… to see things differently. Many are embarrassed to
speak about Jesus, fearful of what others might say. Now believe this: It is OK to be reviled
and abused for the sake of Christ. Do you understand? It is a good thing, an honor! “Blessed
are you when men hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and cast out your name
as evil for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward
is great in heaven…” Luke 6:22-23 “So they departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.” Acts 5:41
Perseverance
The natural man usually wants to take the easy way out. Be careful; in prolonged difficulty it is
quite tempting to believe a deception. In fact, you may find yourself looking for someone to
agree with your desire to give up. What about all that God has spoken to you regarding
endurance, perseverance and overcoming? Has He changed His mind? Far too many have
abandoned ship when it could have been brought safely into harbor… and in doing so have
suffered great loss. Hasn't the Lord been faithful in the midst of every storm. Wait patiently for
the Lord. He will soon make a way for you!
Pilgrim’s Commitment
I am all about God’s grace. Legalism puts people in bondage. However, let me remind you that
the Pilgrims, Puritans and other Christian groups that helped form this nation were very
legalistic. The up side of their legalism: obedience, commitment, discipline and perseverance.
How good it would be to now see the Church of Christ emerge knowing the freedom of grace…
while learning to walk in these character qualities. We must! We can no longer use “grace” as
an excuse for our lack of commitment.
Pornography
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, `You shall not commit adultery.' But I say to
you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in
his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
hell.” Matthew 5:27-30
Here is a topic that does not seem to be addressed nearly enough. It will make more than half
of you uncomfortable because statistically, 64% of Christian men have a problem with
pornography. Millions in our society view pornography regularly… one third of those being
women.
Dear follower of Jesus Christ, this is a serious sin. Jesus made a clear parallel between lusting
with the eyes and the act of committing adultery. This is more than just a weakness of the
flesh. Those who practice adultery will not inherit God’s kingdom. (1Cor 6:9-10)

The message of grace is so needed, but are you claiming grace instead of taking extreme
measures to be set free? I pray that I’m wrong, but there may be so many grace messages
coming from the pulpit these days because recent polls show that about 20% of the clergy are
currently addicted to pornography! The Lord is not pleased, and He will bring discipline to His
Church.
Read these verses in Matthew again. “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast
it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your
whole body to be cast into hell.” Of course, this is hyperbole, but Jesus is obviously telling you
to do whatever is necessary to gain victory – take extreme measures! Or, there will be serious
consequences!
Let’s get this right, Church. How can we advance to authoritative kingdom living when we are
plagued by guilt and shame… or worse yet, our conscience desensitized to the seriousness of
this sin? How can we hope to flow in revival power when we are stuck in the miry clay of sexual
lust? We are called to walk in the Spirit and not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. True repentance
requires a turning away from sin… not just giving mental assent to the concept and then feeling
sorry for yourself. Yes, the flesh is weak, but you must do whatever is necessary to get free…
even disconnecting your cable or internet access. Would you rather have the internet or true
Holy Spirit life and power?
Become accountable to someone of the same gender; attend a support group for addictive
behavior; seek-out those who will pray for you; receive deliverance. Do whatever it takes!
Allow the fear of a serious chastening from God keep you from sinning. Make no mistake, He
will chasten you!
Surely there is grace available for you to be an overcomer; the Holy Spirit will lead you to
victory. But let’s not get too spiritual about this… saying “I’ve prayed, but God has not yet
given me the victory.” Refer to the words of Jesus again. Note, He did not say the Holy Spirit
will remove the desire and your ability to respond to temptation. He said “If your right eye
causes you to sin, (you) pluck it out and cast it from you…” YOU are required to take action. Do
whatever it takes, and do it now! You’d be surprised what can be accomplished when you
realize your life depends upon it.
Power in Testimony
The Lord has again been showing me the power of personal testimony. In this hour when faith
is being replaced by logic and reason it is even more important to testify of what our
supernatural God has done. He most certainly has intervened in your difficult situations. Will
you tell others how He helped you through your failures, healed your sickness, saved your
marriage, brought provision, etc? Ask the Lord to help you share these things. He will lead you
to the one who needs to hear. “… And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole
city what great things Jesus had done for him.” Luke 8:39
Pray
Over the years I have seen God answer so many prayers… even impossible things. Some were
answered immediately, others over a period of time. And some are still in the process of being
answered. Dear Christian, do you take time to pray? “Now this is the confidence that we have
in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears
us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” 1John
5:14-15

Pray Again… Don’t Give Up
Have you ministered to someone and didn’t see any apparent results? Have you said to God, “I
obeyed You… why didn’t You heal them?” The Lord wants you to know He is pleased with your
obedience but He also wants you to be persistent. If you didn’t see immediate results know
that the Lord did something. You may need to pray more than once - Jesus did. It is also
important to realize there are miraculous, instantaneous healings… and those that begin when
you pray and then come to fruition over the next few days.
Healing can occur by a spoken word… even over the phone, or by anointing with oil or the
laying on of hands, through a quick declaration, “Be healed in the name of Jesus!” or through
hours of soaking prayer like John G. Lake’s healing rooms. Sometimes demons need to be
expelled and sometimes the person’s unwillingness to forgive will block their healing. Don’t give
up. Continue to pray and you will see increasing fruit. Your faith will also increase. Our loving
Father wants to heal.
Prayer and Fruitfulness
“Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all
night in prayer to God.” Luke 6:12
There are few things as important. This is a fact, not conjecture… absolutely, positively proven
throughout the ages. Here it is, disciple: There is a clear correlation between the amount of
time you spend with the Lord and the consistent fruitfulness of your life. Prayer, meditation on
His word, worship or simply laying before Him in silence… you must spend time with God if you
are to become like the Master. There are times Jesus would spend all night in prayer. If the
Son of God needed to commune with His Father, how much more do we.
You may have to rearrange your priorities, but it is so worth it! Make the time… go to bed
earlier, arise earlier, pray as you commute, at your job, whenever you can. Pray in the spirit
and with your understanding. Ask God to invigorate you; He will help you. Those who spend
time with God are far more likely to proceed with accuracy, hearing His voice and then doing
what you see Him doing.
Yes, you probably have had God use you in meaningful ways without much prayer. Surely, He
will use any willing vessel to accomplish His purpose… even the unsaved. Nonetheless, the
glorious Father of Lights is looking for true sons and daughters who will take the time to be
with Him. You are His servant but He also desires your friendship.
If you have earnestly desired to bear much fruit and see lives changed by the power of the
Holy Spirit this is your key; this is your answer: Spend time with God and believe that He hears
you and will respond. If you are already doing these things, don’t grow weary in well doing; in
due season you will reap the harvest. Stand in His amazing grace!
Whatever you do, don’t feel condemned or defeated because you don’t spend time with God.
Start with five or ten minutes daily and let that become established in your life, then add an
additional five minutes. After this becomes part of your routine add another five… and so on.
You can begin today. Will you spend a few minutes with your God, your Father and Friend…
right now?

Prayer Meeting
“I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
doubting.” 1Tim. 2:8 “So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary... where
many were gathered together praying.” Acts 12:12
Prayer has been on the increase in many parts of the world… and that is a very good sign.
Prayer meetings are springing up everywhere. Even the clergy are crossing denominational
boundaries to meet together for intercession! As you know, throughout Church history, God
has stirred sufficient prayer before He did something of significance. Be attentive, dear saint,
God is about to do something.
Because we want to flow with God’s Spirit as He leads us into prayer, it would seem wise to
maximize the effectiveness of our corporate efforts (Prayer leader please take note). Let us
consider some of the common errors that frequently occur during a prayer gathering, whether
it be large or small:
1) The one who is praying dominates the time with long-winded prayers. Prayers must be
Spirit-led; and of course, you are to flow with the Spirit for as long (or as short) as He gives
utterance. But do not drone on in the power of the flesh.
2) Announcements are made within the prayer. Let’s say that Joe broke his arm. The prayer
will usually go something like this: “Dear Lord, you know that Brother Joe broke his arm this
past Tuesday and was taken to Mercy Hospital etc. etc.” It would be better to stop the prayer,
address the congregation, explain the situation, and then pray. Surely God knows all of the
details; you do not need to remind Him. Also, be sure that your prayer is not gossip!
3) Horizontal, instead of vertical “prayers” How many times have you heard a short sermon
included in the prayer? In fact, it is seldom directed toward the throne of grace, but rather to
the attendees, to teach or exhort. Don’t fool yourself, beloved; this is not prayer.
4) There is a lack of focus upon the One who hears our prayers. When you pray aloud are you
wondering how others perceive your petition? (Is it doctrinally correct, does it sound spiritual
enough?) Or, are you fixed upon the Lord…thinking of Him and speaking directly to Him?
5) The flow of the Spirit is cut short by a well-meaning pray-er who changes the subject of
prayer before the entire objective has been met. For instance: the current topic is spiritual
revival in your city. A few people have already prayed for certain aspects of this multifaceted
issue, and the Holy Spirit intends for there to be several more prayers offered regarding this
subject…but then, someone begins to pray for those suffering with AIDS. Surely this is a noble
prayer, and it may indeed be Spirit-led, but the timing is off. Allow there to be a “dead spot” of
at least a minute before changing topics, so the fullness of God’s purposes can be
accomplished.
Ride the wave of the Holy Spirit for as long as He leads. You may enjoy intensive prayer for a
half-hour, sometimes for several hours. You will know when the session is over…the steady
stream of intercession simply dries up. Here is a rule of thumb: If you have to think about what
to pray for next, it is usually time to take a break, or to end the meeting. Dear disciple, don’t
become legalistic about these things, but lovingly instruct the people.
Prayer Prevailing
"...blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus sat by the road begging. And when he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth he began to cry out and say, ‘Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me.’"
Mark 10:46-47

Bartimaeus simply refused to be quiet. Likewise, the woman with an issue of blood would not
be denied. Throughout the New Testament Jesus rewards believers who refuse to go away
without an answer. We can also see Moses fasting and praying on behalf of Israel for forty
days, Elijah persisting in prayer seven times for rain and Daniel praying three weeks for an
answer. The Bible remains clear: God rewards believers who will not give up.
But what do you do when you become too weary to pray … or discouraged? The Father
certainly doesn't want you to feel condemned because you are not praying. Rest, beloved; be
refreshed. There is a season for pressing in and a time to rest. Feed your faith with God's
promises… and then begin to pray again! Today the Lord wants to encourage those who have
been resting… to believe again, to begin to pray again. Your answer lies just ahead!
What is prevailing prayer? Importunity, persistence, perseverance, tenacity, a pressing in for
extended periods or segmented… with tears and fasting sometimes included. Prevailing prayer
is praying until you get an answer! "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds,
and to him who knocks it will be opened.” Matt. 7:7-8
Prayer… the Foundation
Intimacy with God is the foundation for everything. Be sure to spend time with the Lord. Yes,
worship and read His word, but you should also sit with Him and talk… like a friend. Tell Him
the things on your heart and listen for the things on His heart… then pray them back to Him.
Now in regards to doing: Fruitful ministry flows from that place of communion with God. He
directs and we lovingly obey. Any good thing that is accomplished in God’s kingdom is birthed
and sustained in Spirit-led prayer. You already know this.
As we enter this season of increase, the Lord wants me to remind you to continue to seek Him
in prayer… from simple petition to fervent supplication… asking God in faith for the things that
you need and intercession for others. Continue to pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
conviction of sin and the gift of repentance, laborers for the harvest… and don’t forget to say,
“send me.” Remember, there are 3 things that add “weight” to your prayers… faith, fervency
and fasting. You may have been praying for years; maybe you just started. Ask God to teach
you to pray effectively.
Prayer with Fasting
Are you still believing God for Revival and Reformation? Many have grown weary over these
past years and have abandoned this vision. Have you realized there is no other way? Do you
really think that another good program or some new teaching or preaching will rescue us from
the downward spiral of complacency and compromise? We must have a fresh outpouring God!
Be encouraged, disciple; God has already begun to do this mighty thing and He will use you to
be a blessing to many… if you remain faithful. Don't turn back now; press in all the more! Many
lives hang in the balance. There are yet some strongholds that need to be broken.
Have you ever considered fasting? Many Christians are beginning to understand the need to
pray, but few have explored the "secret place" of fasting. What is fasting? It is the voluntary
abstaining from food for a certain period of time… hours, days or weeks for the purpose of
focused prayer. A fast can be partial or complete, with liquids or without. Daniel fasted from
"pleasant things" for 21 days. Jesus (and others throughout history) embraced a complete fast
for 40 days. Fasting is to be done in secret as an act of worship unto the Almighty. It is not to
be demonstrated before men to reveal your piety.

So why fast? First of all, fasting subdues the flesh. You are actually humbling yourself in a very
practical way. From this place of weakness, your prayers are empowered…you gain faith and
spiritual confidence. In the very depths of your being you realize that you are laying it all down
for the fulfillment of God's purposes. Let us point out you are not trying to earn something
from the Lord; you are simply cooperating with Him as He leads you beyond your flesh into the
realm of the Spirit. Nonetheless, self-denial is a very normal part of Christianity. "If anyone
come after Me, let him deny himself…". Be sure that God is leading you to do this, beloved, and
check your heart motives. All through the scriptures you will see God's people fasting for very
specific reasons. "As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 'Now separate
to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.' Then, having fasted and
prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away." (Acts 13:2,3)
Remember, you're not trying to lose weight, you're seeking God. Don't forget to pray and
worship… ministering unto the Lord. During your time of fasting, approach the throne of grace
with all boldness and confidence. Press in! God is listening.
Just prior to the Revivals of the past, some faithful intercessors were called to extended periods
of fasting and prayer. It may be time for us to do this again. If you had a bad experience with
fasting in the past don't write it off, saying "I can't do this." All fasts are different! Try bottled
or distilled water instead of tap; chlorine can upset your stomach. Or try eating one meal per
day. Don't give up so easily.
"Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they
disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you
do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly." Matthew 6:16-18
Praying in the Spirit and With Understanding
“For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. What is the result
then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding…” (1Cor.14:14-15).
Years ago, I would spend time praying in the spirit… and my mind would often wander. I have
since learned to pray with the spirit and at the same time pray with my mind. Not sure if I’m
praying a greater fullness of the same topic or different things simultaneously. Why not give it
a try; it’s not difficult. Pray in tongues with your mouth and at the same time pray whatever
the Lord leads with your mind.
Preaching About Sin
I don’t advocate preaching about sin every week. You will heap guilt and condemnation on
people who are trying to get it right… they need encouragement instead. But from time to time
we must teach the people about sin… and the consequences. In our politically correct society
many have abandoned moral absolutes. And this mindset is seeping into the Church. Dear
disciple, God’s word is truth and He clearly states what is sinful. He is the Creator of all things
and has absolute authority to decide what is right and what is wrong: Abortion is murder,
regardless of what society says. Same sex marriage and practicing homosexuality is a sin. All
hetero sexual activity outside of marriage is sinful. Viewing pornography is a sin. Stealing,
lying, gossiping, consulting psychics and mediums are all sinful.
Now the good news: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar,
and His word is not in us” (1John 1:9-10). Our God is loving and merciful. No matter what we

have done, He will freely forgive… if we will confess our sins and turn from them (with His
help). But if we justify ourselves and say we have not sinned we will surely suffer serious
consequences. This is the word of the Lord.
Preaching the Gospel
Dear preachers… I know that some of you are well experienced and others not so much. Here
are a few tips that may be helpful. Of course, this is just a guide - feel free to preach and
minister as you are led by the Holy Spirit. Be blessed with faith and hopeful expectation. God is
going to use you mightily!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use a scripture to begin
Magnify our awesome God … Tell of His goodness and love
Speak about Jesus… who He is and what He did for us
Share about what Jesus did for you… some of your testimony
Our sin brought His death…but He rose from the dead
God is loving but He is also holy and just… all have sinned… the wages of sin… there is a
hell
We need a Savior
There is no guarantee of tomorrow
There are so many filled with fear, anxiety and depression…worries and burdens. Come
to Jesus! He will deliver you.
There are many trapped in sin… lust, sex, anger. Come to Jesus! He will forgive you and
set you free!
Be sure to mention backsliders

Invite the people to turn away from sin and accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior… something
like this: “Will you receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior? He loves you so much. No matter
what you have done, He will forgive you. He is merciful and kind. Give your life to Him now.”
You can have them raise their hand first but be sure to invite them to come forward.
While they are coming be sure to invite backsliders to come also: “There are those here who
used to walk with the Lord…but something happened, etc. God loves you so much. No matter
how far away you are He wants you to come home. It’s time to get right with God.” Urge them
to come forward.
After the first-time salvations and backsliders come forward thank God and ask, “Is there
anyone else? God is calling you. Don’t miss this opportunity, etc.” Don’t be afraid to ask if there
are others at least 3 times. There are always some who hang back.
Tell them we are going to pray… and they are to repeat after you. Explain to them what they
are about to repeat: They are asking God to forgive their sins and inviting Christ into their
heart and lives. (This is OK for first timers and backsliders.)
Then pray in short phrases so they can repeat: “Heavenly Father, forgive me for all my sins. I
believe that Your son, Jesus, suffered and died on the cross for my sins and rose from the
dead. I receive Him now into my heart, my life as my Lord and Savior. Fill me with Your Holy
Spirit and help me live my life for you.”
Now call those forward who need healing. You may receive words of knowledge on the
platform. Speak them out … Or the Lord may lead you to call out demons. Eventually you will
get off of the platform with your interpreter and begin to lay hands on the people.

This is important: Be alert! While you are preaching God may give you a word of knowledge
about a healing. Just speak it out: “There is someone here who has_____. God is healing you
now.” Sometimes He will heal several! Praise His wonderful name!
Performance Based Acceptance
When I say, “God’s grace is so amazing! People need to learn of His awesome love” would your
first thought be: “Yes, but they need to repent?” This is how I used to think… until the Lord
corrected me. If this is you, ask Him to reveal if you are still operating from a foundation of
performance based acceptance. Sure, you know you are saved by grace but is there a hidden
“works righteousness” mentality? Stop striving. You are saved by grace and totally accepted by
God because of Jesus' perfect sacrifice. Period! (And yes, you need to repent if you sin.)
Preparation of a Leader
To become a leader in God’s kingdom first requires the call of God. But the process of
preparation begins long before you are aware of the call. Your parents, neighborhood,
classmates… good or bad, all played a part. Every success and failure, every painful and
difficult situation has been refining and preparing you to carry the mantle of leadership… and it
will continue. And what about seminary or bible school? You can be sure education is important
but brokenness is better. Did you know that many of the largest and most powerful churches
around the world are headed by those who never attended seminary?
There are seasons of molding, shaping and refining… and seasons of learning to submit to
authority. You also learn to humble yourself and become a servant. Then, there is experiential,
practical hands on application… learning to preach, teach and minister in the power of the Holy
Spirit. You also learn the painful process of dealing with people… to forgive them and not take
offense. Not to mention all of the things necessary for your own spiritual life like intimacy with
God through worship and prayer and time in His word.
And then when you think you are ready, there is a season of obscurity. No one seems to
recognize you or your gifts and talents. And you wait and wonder if you truly have a call. It is
here that you begin to realize that it’s not all about doing ministry. It is all about knowing and
loving God! Now you are ready to be a leader. So how do you know if you are a leader? You
follow Jesus… and when you look behind you… you find others following you.
Prepare for Revival
Most Americans cannot imagine what will happen when Holy Spirit is poured out in
unrestrained power. Church history teaches us that thousands of people in a given city come
under strong conviction of sin and fill the churches every Sunday. Some churches needed 7
services to accommodate all the people. In modern times, the Toronto Airport Fellowship
experienced an incredible outpouring that brought millions of people from all over the world meetings every day! Can you imagine being a member of that church… hosting all of those
people? What commitment, endurance and perseverance! Yes, amazing grace, but human
responsibility was required to steward this move of God.
Now consider this: What if you carried the power of God in such a way that everyone was
healed and delivered when you prayed for them? This is what we have been begging God for,
right? You will have people knocking on your door and calling you day and night. Can you
handle that? And then there are the attacks of the devil and the weakness of your flesh.

Why has God been waiting to pour out His Spirit? To prepare you! He has been healing your
wounds and helping you close doors you have opened to demonic influence. He has been
teaching you perseverance and developing your character. He is making you ready to steward
His glory! Make no mistake; revival is a glorious time, but it is also very serious. God’s grace
will be abundantly present but it will require your commitment and will cost you everything.
Are you willing to pay the price? Let’s die to self, surrender our rights and get ready for
Revival!
Prepared to Reign
I watched my friend training to become a physician. The endurance and sacrifice required was
incredible. In class all day, on call at night, little or no money… it was VERY difficult. And he
was only preparing to become a doctor. What preparation do you think would be necessary to
fulfill your destiny to rule and reign with Christ? Be encouraged, beloved. God has great things
planned for you. “Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing,
yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 2Cor. 4:16-17
Pride… a Hindrance
There is perhaps one remaining hindrance to a glorious awakening… and that is pride. Pride
may deter a visitation from God because “God resists the proud.” Examine your heart; pride
takes many forms. Do you now see why the Lord has been allowing so many upsets and
reversals? He is dealing with our pride. The Father loves you so much that He will bring you
down to nothing so that He can become everything... in and through you.
Do you truly want a personal and regional revival? Allow the Vinedresser to prune you, also
humble yourself and seek the lowest place; become a servant. You have sought revival for
many years now, haven’t you? Try humbling yourself… and then pray. "...if My people who are
called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land”
(2 Chr. 7:14).
Process of Evangelism
Some people need several gospel encounters before they are ready to receive Christ. You may
sow a seed or water one that has already been sown… and that’s OK. Pressing someone to say
the salvation prayer does not save them… unless they believe. However, the operation of the
gifts of the Spirit can dramatically stir faith, accelerate the process and bring a genuine
salvation.
Jesus did prophetic evangelism with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4). He told her
things about her life that could only be known supernaturally. As a result of this word of
knowledge she opened her heart to Him and then led her whole village to believe in Jesus.
The Process of Transformation
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom.12:2). Dear
disciple, change takes time! Oh yes, there are miraculous, instantaneous transformations;
make no mistake about that. But most of the time, transformation is a process, like a
caterpillar becoming a butterfly. You are a work in progress, beloved; be patient.

One thing is for certain; a change always begins with a change of mind. That is why your mind
is such a battlefield of enemy attack. You must decide to make the change before you actually
do. But, no matter how spiritual you are; the entire process may take months or even years.
Not to worry, God is also in the process of renewing your mind!
You see, the Lord is at work in your life. He has been giving you new experiences, changing
your surroundings, giving you new ideas. Sometimes these transitions are very painful. (Be
careful not to become embittered.) It is absolutely necessary for new ministry to be put in new
wineskins. Jesus declared that it was impossible to do new things with an old mindset. New
beginnings are essential for new growth. It is interesting to note that Jesus began His public
ministry by preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” We always see the word
‘repent’ as dealing with sin, (and it does) but the Greek verb ‘Metanoeo’ actually means ‘ to
change your mind.’ It seems that Jesus was telling the Jewish people, “I’m about to do
something brand new; change the way you think about God and religion; enter into My
Kingdom!”
Be encouraged today. The place that you find yourself now is not where you will always be; you
are in transition. This is not a place of permanence, but a place of preparation. Do not build a
house where you should only be erecting a tent. Yes, you should learn contentment even here,
but nevertheless, you are moving on, beloved; you are in the process of becoming all that God
intended you to be.
Promise of Your Children Returning
"Thus, says the LORD: "Refrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for your
work shall be rewarded," says the LORD, "And they shall come back from the land of the
enemy. There is hope in your future," says the LORD, "That your children shall come back to
their own border." Jeremiah 31:16-17
Promptings
Holy Spirit promptings may sound like this: “Tell this one about Me.” “Ask them if they need
prayer.” “On your way home stop to visit ______.” “Buy this man some food.” “Give that
person some money.” Many times, these impressions are inconvenient and may cause you
some discomfort. However, if you yield, you become a blessing, you grow in faith and
maturity… and you will be rewarded. Sounds like a pretty good deal to me.
Your pride, your reputation, your discomfort OR their encouragement, their salvation, their
healing… you decide. Will you abandon self and yield to the prompting of the Holy Spirit? Bless
someone today.
Prophecy and Buddhists
Another shopping day! Prayed for 3 people (a few more refused prayer) and shared the gospel
with 2 Vietnamese Buddhists. Prayed and prophesied to a young man in Walmart… a really
good word! He looked pretty down when I approached but left with his eyes shining and full of
hope. He was a believer but not walking close. The Lord also led me into a liquor store. I
shared my testimony with the owner… he was very attentive and happy to receive prayer. With
a big smile he said twice, “What a great way to start the day!” He too was a believer but not
walking close. Our loving God seeks those who have wandered away. Allow Him to use you
today.

Prophetic / Apostolic Worship
"See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull
down, to destroy and to throw down, to build and to plant." Jeremiah 1:10
There is something happening in worship these days… a "new thing." Have you noticed? Many
worship teams around the world have entered into this and it is important that we recognize
what is happening. God is using prophetic worship as an instrument of war… "to root out and to
pull down, to destroy and to throw down." Of course, this is not new; we have been doing this
for at least a decade or two. However, this is now being done with greater authority! In some
cases, with what I believe to be apostolic authority.
During the praise and worship time, when the Spirit-inspired extemporaneous is gushing,
incredible declarations and decrees are coming forth… not only to root out and to pull down,
but creative words are being proclaimed, to build and to plant, boldly calling forth those things
that are not as though they were (Rom. 4:17). In the midst of the spontaneous "new songs"
God is commanding and birthing by His Spirit, the establishment of His Kingdom in the earth!
This is truly awesome, beloved, and a wonder to behold.
The unrestrained utterance may sound something like this, perhaps half sung, half spoken, "In
the mighty name of Jesus Christ, I push back the darkness and speak forth light and life. We
tear down the strongholds over this region: violence and hatred, lust and perversion, greed and
poverty, come down!" "Awake from your slumber, Church of the living God; arise and shine for
your light has come! Be revived and reformed. God is speaking to you, 'Lazarus come forth!'"
"We declare salvation to the people of our region… conviction of sin to fall upon the people
now, with a glorious gift of repentance. We declare freedom to the captive with a flood of
healings and deliverance to the inhabitants of our city… and the transformation of every aspect
of our society. We speak forth restoration of families and marriages. Submit to the Lordship of
Jesus Christ and live!" "Let Your Kingdom come; let Your will be done here, Lord, as it is in
heaven!"
Thank God for all of the worship choruses being sung, both ancient and contemporary. These
are useful tools in His hand… and will continue to lead the hungry heart to the throne of grace.
But pastors and worship leaders be aware of this: extraordinarily powerful, Spirit-breathed
declarations are being issued by the Almighty and are now being decreed in the earth through
those worshippers who are willing to yield to this life-giving flow. Truly, our God is doing a new
thing and it is a joy and honor to do what He is doing in this hour.
Dear worshipper, ask the Master about these things. We must be about our Father's business!
"Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, to
execute vengeance on the nations, and punishments on the peoples; to bind their kings with
chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute on them the written judgment- this
honor have all His saints. Praise the Lord!" Ps. 149:6-9
Protection at State and Pearl
I will never forget the time our street team was worshipping and preaching on the corner of
State and Pearl in Albany, NY. An angry, demonized man came rushing toward me. His fists
were clenched, his eyes filled with violent intent… and then it happened. He literally bounced
off of an invisible “something” that was just 2 feet in front of me. You should have seen the
astonished look on his face as he recoiled. He stared in disbelief and then quickly walked away
without saying a word. “But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, my glory and the lifter of my
head.” Psalm 3:3

Provision
I was on my way to Vermont for a Christian meeting and TV show when the transmission
burned out… and we had to rent a car. I was considering the cost of the trip and realized I
would be $30 short. Anyway, I did the TV interview and there was a guy who sang on the
show. Afterwards he came up to me, reached into his wallet and said, “The Lord told me to give
you this.” You can imagine my surprise when I looked in my hand… yup, it was $30. He had
absolutely no way of knowing! Our God is a loving Father. He knows our need before we ask.
There was a season when I was too sick to work and Lori did a temporary job. We had very
little money. Not only did God supply everything we needed but from time to time He would
give the desires of our heart… those nice little things. I remember Lori mentioning she would
like to have a particular item and within a few days someone unknowingly would give her that
very thing. We borrowed $10 to buy some gas and while we were at the pump they pulled up
and paid for a full tank. St. Peter's Hospital paid my medical expenses, $45,000! We are not
special… God loves His children. He will do the same for you!
Psychology of Sin
What I’m about to say may seem foreign to many in our culture; nevertheless, it must be said.
The Lord is a revealer of truth. As you already know, the word of God defines truth, not the
cultural norm. Now, let me get to the point.
Have you noticed the tendency of our society to explain all of the reasons why we do the things
we do? We have been taught that Johnny does what he does because of what his father or
mother did or didn’t do during his formative years… or because of the way he responded to
some other outside negative influence. Isn’t this correct? Listen carefully. I’m not saying that
the study of human behavior is wrong. In fact, psychology has helped many people get relief
from lifelong emotional problems and destructive habit patterns. It can be an awesome tool in
the hand of a Christian counselor. But when we use these insights to excuse behavior, then we
have a BIG problem.
For years secular counselors have attempted to relieve guilt by uncovering the cause of a
destructive activity or thought pattern and then either directly or indirectly say “It’s not your
fault! It’s only natural for you to respond to that negative influence in the way that you have. It
was really your mother’s fault.” Do you see where I’m going? The patient leaves the office
armed with information that applies an ointment to their guilt but the guilt remains under the
surface… deep within the soul.
The fact remains that there is only one true remedy for the guilt of sin and that is true
repentance. True repentance requires acknowledging our sin, not deflecting the blame to
another. This is a major flaw found in many secular psychotherapy techniques. There is no
effective mechanism for relieving guilt because sin is never dealt with… and sin can only be
covered by the blood of Jesus… and guilt can only be relieved after the sinner admits his/her
sin and turns away from it. The tendency to excuse sin has totally permeated our society - it is
pandemic. It will take a sovereign act of God with true Holy Spirit conviction to pressure our
self-deceived conscience to repent.
Please be aware that you will not find explanations and excuses for sin anywhere in the Bible.
In other words, the Bible does not give all of the mitigating factors explaining why Moses
murdered, David committed adultery or Peter denied Christ. They simply and tragically sinned
against God. You may study the scripture and surmise some psychological profile for any given
bible character… but you will not find an excuse for sin. Everyone is held accountable for their

own words and deeds… and there are serious consequences for disobeying God. I hope that we
can get this right. We must have compassion for the sinner, understanding the predisposing
factors and yet each one must be brought to true repentance… acknowledging their sin and
turning away from it.
We recognize that there are some who have been so traumatized by the actions of others that
they actually break with reality and are no longer responsible for their actions. The rest of us
are responsible for every lingering thought, every word and deed. May God help us not to
blame others and excuse ourselves any longer.
Pumping Gas
I was pumping gas when the Lord quickened me to speak with a young man across from me. I
asked if he needed prayer and he said yes. Lori finished the fill up and I went over to him. This
was so God! He opened up and the Lord poured in…. and gave him an accurate, encouraging
word. A woman began to beep her horn wanting us to hurry but God’s business took
precedence. The young man was backslidden but now agreed to turn back to the Lord! And he
hugged me with heartfelt appreciation and joy! Jesus truly is the Good Shepherd! Praise Him
for His great love!
Purpose in Falling
Be encouraged. If you are a Christian who has fallen, please know that God has a good purpose
even for this. "And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purge them, and
make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time.”
Daniel 11:35
Radical Commitment
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” Matthew 16:24-25
I think you know many feel the need to attend additional meetings outside of their church to
receive spiritual nourishment. Some are leaving their church altogether. Yes, there are those
who exit because of offense and backsliding, but according to the polls, many are leaving
because they want MORE of God, more than they can find in church. They are meeting in
homes and other venues to pray and worship and seek the Lord. In this way they have the
freedom to participate and practice the use of their spiritual gifts.
It’s too easy to label these as overzealous and discount our responsibility in the matter. There
are no two ways around it- many churches have fallen asleep. We have been preaching and
teaching a diluted form of Christianity and the people have become complacent and selfabsorbed. We remain spiritually immature when we should be growing in the Lord. And the few
times that evangelism is actually successful, we invite the new converts to join us in our
lackluster, lukewarm religion. Jesus is looking for a red-hot, on-fire Church. He’s returning for a
beautiful, spotless Bride that has made herself ready.
Of course, we need to comfort the afflicted and offer mercy and grace to sinners, but isn’t it
time to herald the call to true discipleship… forsaking all to follow Jesus? Let’s not believe that
complete abandonment of self and total surrender to Christ is part of the “deeper Christian
life.” Dear disciple, we only considered this to be “deep” because we have become so shallow.

This is normal biblical Christianity! We must repent of our lukewarmness and exhort others to
do the same. How we need Revival!
And what about our youth? They need to be challenged; young people need a cause. Why not
call them to a radical commitment to Jesus Christ? Not with “every eye closed and every head
bowed,” but to boldly acknowledge Jesus before all. Tell them of the many around the world
who are suffering persecution for their faith. Challenge them to give up their life for the cause
of Christ… even to be willing to die for Him. Why invite them to another bland youth meeting.
They probably can have a lot more fun doing something else. These kids have great potential;
don’t hinder them with the usual dumb-down methods. Call them to true discipleship and
challenge them to give their everything. Establish a youth church to be run by the youth with
adult oversight. The youth should lead the worship, read the scripture, share testimonies,
bring the message, minister to one another. The older teens will encourage and mentor the
younger kids. Don’t you believe that God can use a child to proclaim His truth?
The following is a testimony from a teen who was challenged to make a radical commitment to
Jesus Christ, giving herself completely to the Lord: “Thank you for coming tonight; you have
changed my life. I can’t stop crying. I went outside and talked to God. I gave up my life and
I’m going to sacrifice my life for God. People say when you’re saved, your life changes. My life
didn’t change until today. Thank you once again. I will pray for you every day and night.”
Ready and Willing
Some of you have earnestly prayed for greater anointing and fruitfulness…even years ago. You
really meant it, but it didn’t seem to happen. Instead you experienced serious trials,
discouragement and even failures. Beloved, you have been on the plateau of preparation. The
Lord wants you to know He heard your prayers and is now ready to give you what you asked
for. A good father doesn’t give his young child sharp knives to play with. “You weren’t ready for
the things you asked of Me, says the Lord. You are almost there… are you still willing? Your
request wasn’t denied, only delayed to prepare you for this hour. I want you to hope again,
believe again. Trust me, says the Lord.”
God promised you something wonderful and you have been waiting a long time. Be careful,
beloved. Don’t birth an Ishmael! Don’t settle for lesser things… a relationship, job or ministry
that God did not give you. Ask the Lord to confirm this move.
Receiving an Evil Report
How often do you find yourself with someone wanting to tell you something negative about
another person? Be careful, beloved, this is dangerous territory. Here are a few reasons why:
1) The person telling you these things is sinning. Do you really want to facilitate their sin?
2) Those things they tell you now enter into you and they will in some way influence your
opinion of the person they are speaking about. Even if the information is true it will
contaminate your future dealings with this individual. Even after this person repents you will
likely remember the negative report… freezing them in time.
3) You may be tempted to pass this information to others (gossip).
So how do you handle this? This is what I do: As soon as the negative report begins I usually
say to the offended party, “I know this has been painful for you. I’m sorry you have been hurt
but I really don’t need to hear all of these things. I’m willing to help you… if you want me to.
Let’s make an appointment with this person - I’ll go with you. Maybe we can work this out.”
I’m not rude to the wounded/angry person. I’m showing concern and offering to help them
resolve the issue. But I’m not facilitating their sin or receiving the evil report they want to give.

There are times when it is wise to simply listen without comment (especially in the workplace)
if you are subordinate to the one who gossips… but this is a rare exception. In that case pray
silently while they are gossiping. As always, be led by the Spirit.
One other point: If someone is truly coming to you for godly counsel, of course, you need to
hear what they have to say. However, there is a big difference between this kind of God
ordained ministry… and gossip. The gossiping spirit goes from person to person vomiting on
whoever will listen. Don’t place yourself in this position. And if you are the one who gossips…
it’s time to stop. Hasn’t the Lord been speaking to you about this?
Reformation
When the flood of souls begins to come into our churches do we really want to offer them our
same old ways? Some churches are legalist and still resist contemporary worship. Others have
been doing things the same way for years and there is no Spirit life in it. I believe the future
church will include much more participation. “…Whenever you come together, each of you has
a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be
done for edification.” (1Cor.14:26). Never compromise the truth of Scripture but don’t get
stuck on “we’ve always done it this way.”
Here are a few necessary changes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ways of doing church: The room/sanctuary is setup with round tables and chairs…serve
coffee and a snack after the worship time, allow time for fellowship and testimony and
ministry to one another.
More participation is needed…time for testimony, a brief word or teaching
Small groups should meet weekly in homes. This is essential for discipleship training,
praying for one another, sharing testimony and teaching, practicing the operation of gifts
of the Holy Spirit
After someone comes to salvation a retreat or weekend seminar about forgiveness and
deliverance should be offered… to deal with these issues soon after they enter the
kingdom… within the first 2 months.
A new model for leadership: transparency! The leadership should occasionally testify of
their weaknesses. The “holier than thou” approach is ineffective.
Young people must be challenged to live their life for Christ… even martyrdom. At an age
when they are seeking a challenge, a cause to commit themselves to… we must
challenge them.

Religion
Religion is not the same as a personal relationship with God. Religion cannot ensure our
salvation. There are many who follow religious practices and even do good things but please do
not be deceived. Each individual must choose to believe and follow Jesus Christ, to accept the
sacrifice He made for our sins. He is our righteousness and the only way to heaven. Of course,
you can adhere to the doctrine of your religious affiliation and maintain a personal relationship
with Jesus, many do. But how sad for those who follow religion but have never known the Lord.
"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness!'” Matthew 7:23
You know this disciple. Be sure to make it clear to others.

Remaining in a Difficult Situation
God may sometimes ask you to remain in a difficult situation for an extended season. He is
working something into you… or removing something. Nevertheless, He will not keep you there
any longer than necessary. Trust in the Lord and don’t run away. Praise and thank Him! He will
soon open a door of freedom and fruitfulness. “But let patience have its perfect work, that you
may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” James 1:4
Renewed Compassion
Years ago, when I began to work at the hospital I was filled with God’s love and compassion.
No credit to me… it just flowed. But after about 7 years, the constant demands of the job wore
me down. I began to lose compassion and found myself just going through the motions. I
prayed daily for compassion to be restored… and it was. Life itself has a way of draining us. A
problem, a difficult situation, something that lingers… and we start to become indifferent to
those around us. Is this happening to you? Ask the Lord to renew your compassion. How can
we minister effectively if we really don’t care?
Repentance
Some prophetic insight: Over these past years we have heard much about the grace and
goodness of our loving Father… really awesome truth! We will soon be hearing about
repentance and the reverential fear of God. Be able to switch gears and receive the full counsel
of His word. Repentance always precedes revival… personal, regional or national.
I want you to be aware of what I am doing in this season, says the Lord. I am calling
backsliders to come home and some are now coming. Even so, many are not… and need to be
warned of the consequences of their sins. Some are already experiencing those consequences.
Know I am at work in the midst of all of this… drawing them back to Me. I have also been
preparing ministers of righteousness. They’ve been purged from self-righteousness and pride
and can now carry My message of repentance. They will be powerful tools in My hand.
Conviction of sin with the gift of repentance is the doorway to the revival you’ve been waiting
for. Here what I am saying and do what I am doing, says the Lord.
Reprobate Mind
If you are struggling with sin please don’t claim grace and continue in it; ask for help. Find
someone to confess to… someone to hold you accountable. Focus on Jesus, not on your sin.
God loves you and is with you in this struggle. He will give you the victory. Some, however,
instead of repenting, try to silence their conscience. They may even adjust their theology to
accommodate their sin… and then give themselves over to it. They now call evil, good. This is
the beginning of a reprobate mind. Be careful, beloved; don’t be deceived. The Bible is the true
word of God. Dear disciple, you must be steadfast in this truth and continue to teach it.
Respond Immediately
I was on my way out the door at Subway when I noticed a guy standing to the side. I had the
impression I needed to speak with him… and then immediately responded. I approached, told
him I had something to say, and the Lord began to tell him about his life and spoke specifically
to his needs… tears came to his eyes. I asked to pray for him and the Lord demonstrated His
love. Praise God! Your word for today: When you are prompted by the Spirit, respond
immediately. If you wait, you are less likely to do it. And if you don’t do it, it will be easier not
to do it the next time. Remember... amazing grace is available!

Responding to the Word
How should we respond to the word of God? First, we must agree with it. It’s certainly OK to
ask questions about His word but at the end of the day God is always right. You can't alter His
word to accommodate your desires. We come into agreement with our Creator and ask for His
help to obey Him. When we fall short, we ask for forgiveness… and keep moving toward doing
His will.
Restore in a Spirit of Gentleness
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a
spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another's burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:1-2
Dear disciple, during this hour of evil when darkness abounds and hearts grow cold, there are
many who will falter, fail, and sin. God forbid, perhaps even you. The intensity of the battle is
such that even strong men will faint. Every type of temptation and deception has been
unleashed. Disappointment and discouragement abound. Please don’t despair, my friend. God
is still God; He has not failed you; He remains in control. This furnace has been your testing
ground, your purification. Jesus is preparing a bride for Himself.
Dear Church, you must encourage the fallen one - not judge them. Lift up their arms, not push
them down. You are to speak words of life, not death. God never seeks to disqualify the sinnerHe restores them. You must do the same… or did you forget that you too have sinned? Gently
uplift the one who has failed; encourage them, and help them regain their footing. Steady
them with love and remembrances of God’s promises. Say to the repentant, “God has not
rejected you; He has allowed this for a reason. Your sin did not take God by surprise. He knew
that you would stumble during this season of your life. He will use the wisdom that you have
gained to help others. You are not “damaged goods.” You are more valuable, now that you
have been humbled and broken. His best plan for your life is still unfolding.”
Intercede for those in the furnace of affliction. Pray that the Army of God will not lose one
warrior. Yes, many are wounded, and some have fallen, but pray that all will rise again, empty
of self, dependent on God, and led by His Spirit. Heal the wounded and send them back to
battle!
Revealing the Sons
"Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over
you, and His glory will be seen upon you." Isaiah 60:1-2
I am convinced that we are now being prepared, individually and corporately, for a great and
glorious end: God is about to reveal His sons and daughters! Yes, there is gross darkness in the
earth and no doubt it will increase, but the Lord is about to show Himself strong. We will be His
vessels, filled with His glory and moving in His power and authority. Salvation, healing and
deliverance will abound. Soon He will call your name and you will arise and shine with great
glory… and many will be blessed. This will be a time like none other in history!
His preparatory/pruning work has been challenging and painful, but how can we settle for
lesser things? Be wise and vigilant, dear disciple; unity must be maintained. Repentance and
the forgiving of others is absolutely necessary if we are to fulfill our destiny. Be grateful and

don’t complain… we will overcome by His grace! All of creation eagerly waits and groans for the
revealing of the sons of God!
A few words for the servant of God: Remember, it is lower, not higher... true servanthood with
lowliness of heart. The humble / broken and those who are obedient and faithful in the little
things … these are the ones who will carry His glory.
Reversal
What to do, disciple, after you have a crisis in your life or ministry? Your finances have dried
up... or there have been accusations against you, perhaps a church split, your spouse leaves
home, one of your children are arrested or caught in sin, or you yourself fall into sin, there is
prolonged sickness or death in your family. What do you do? How should you respond?
When disaster strikes we are usually perplexed...even confused. We blame others or accuse
the devil. We may blame God and feel that He has deserted us. This is a very difficult time.
How you respond to your crisis can be a matter of ‘life or death’ to your family or ministry. The
pain or discouragement may be so intense that it will be difficult to do much of anything... But
God will help you.
Here are a few helpful steps to follow after suffering a reversal:
1) Run to God
At times like this, the enemy would seek to pull you away from God. We know from scripture
(Rom 8:35-39) that nothing can separate us from the love of God. But the lies of the devil and
our own doubts can cause us to withdraw from our loving Father ...our only true source of help
and strength. Be determined to run to God, not away from Him. Hide yourself in Him. No
matter what the problem ...no matter what the cause of the problem.
2) Examine your heart
The first thing that I do when there is an unexpected reversal in my life or ministry is ask God
to reveal the cause of the problem. Perhaps I have sinned and displeased God. How much
better to assume the blame than to blame others. Repent of all known sins, improper attitudes,
unforgiveness of others or any lack of integrity. We must realize that God loves us and will
discipline us when needed. (Heb. 12:1-11) He forgives our sins when we humbly ask Him.
There are, however, consequences to sin that remain. Even in this, God gives grace and we
proceed on our walk of faith. God restores us, encourages us and heals our self-inflicted
wounds.
3) Forgive
If it is obvious that the problem was caused by others and you are completely innocent... be
very careful; bitterness, resentment, hatred, revenge are at the door! This is a very dangerous
place. There is only one way out. You must forgive them from your heart.
The Lord is very serious about unforgiveness. (Read Matt.18:21-35 and Matt. 6:14,15.)
Remember forgiveness is not a feeling (you may still feel hurt or angry). Forgiveness is an act
of your will., a decision that you make “I will forgive”. Also, ask God to forgive you for all of the
critical and judgmental thoughts or words that you have thought or spoken against them. Set
them free... and you will be free. Bind them in unforgiveness and you will be in bondage... and
of little use in the kingdom of God.
4) Fight
The devil hates you and your family. He hates your ministry. He wants to destroy you and your
work. Again, examine your heart. Has your sin opened a door for the enemy? If so, repent.

Take your stand against the demons of hell. Do spiritual warfare! You have authority to trample
on scorpions and serpents and all the power of the enemy. (Luke 10:19) Use the authority that
God has given you in Jesus name. Call a fast (1 day, 7 days, 40 days) ...a time of prayer,
worship and warfare. Victory is ours...the battle is the Lord’s!
5) Is this a test?
God does test us at times. One thing to remember about a test of God: The purpose of a test is
not to show God how we will respond to a given situation. He already knows the results at the
beginning. It is to show us our spiritual need or progress. God prunes us to bear more fruit
(John 15:2) and refines us. He is actively at work in our lives conforming us to the image of
Christ (Rom.8:29). This is our greatest purpose- to be a beautiful, spotless bride for His son,
Jesus. Submit to His pruning hand. He is the potter. We are the clay.
6) A change in direction?
Regardless of the problem or the reason for the problem, we must seek God for the solution.
Do not respond in the flesh... trying to restore things using our human reasoning and wisdom.
Take the time to seek God...pray. He will rebuild… even as He has built the first time, by the
leading of the Holy Spirit. Do not assume anything except that He loves you and wants you to
be restored (Jer. 29:11). God may want you to endure and persevere. Don’t quit when things
get difficult. Persevere...and know when to rest. Maybe you have been persevering...so much
so that you missed His leading to do something new. Perhaps He will give you a new direction
now that He has your attention.
7) Give thanks and praise!
In the midst of it all...give thanks. There is a tendency to be filled with self-pity. Resist that
urge. Instead, praise our God...Praise Him again...Praise Him again! “Give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” I Thes.5:18. This may seem
quite difficult and very unnatural but I tell you following this very basic principle is the quickest
way to healing and restoration. Do it now!
God continues to have a great plan for your life. He has not failed you. He will never fail you.
Trust Him...The best is yet to come. “...weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the
morning.” Psalm 30:5
Revival
We have all heard about revival meetings… a church or group comes together for a protracted
period, having daily meetings for a week or more to reinvigorate the faithful (and the not so
faithful). Usually repentance is preached and the people are blessed and encouraged. These
types of meetings are good; however, this is not what we are speaking of here.
R.A. Torrey, in his book “How to Pray” defined Revival in the year 1900: “A Revival is a time of
quickening or impartation of life. Since God alone can give life, a Revival is a time when God
visits His people and by the power of the Holy Spirit imparts new life to them, and through
them imparts life to those dead in trespasses and sins. New Life from God - that is a Revival. A
general Revival is a time when this new life is not confined to any one locality but is general
throughout Christianity and the earth.” Torrey sensed that God wanted to do this sometime
soon and strongly exhorted his readers to earnestly pray for a general Revival. In 1902, Revival
did breakout in Australia, then in Wales during 1904, and 1906 in Los Angeles! In fact, there
have been other Revival periods in the United States beginning in colonial times: The Great
Awakening (1735), The Second Great Awakening (1800) and The Prayer Revival of 1857 …
each lasting about one generation.

Some of the obvious effects of Revival: It revives the minister. He or she falls in love with the
Lord all over again. They receive a fresh love for the Word of God and a renewed love for the
souls of others. Their preaching becomes filled with power… the power to convict of sin and to
clearly portray Christ; the listener is transformed. Christians of all persuasions are touched in
various ways, but all feel the need to step away from the lusts of the flesh and other worldly
pursuits. They actually desire to pray and want to spend extended periods with God and with
other believers. They also begin to do the work of evangelism, not by compulsion but with
burning passion.
Miracles, signs and wonders are prevalent. Many are baptized in the Holy Spirit and spiritual
gifts overflow. Works of mercy also begin to flow like a river. The Salvation Army and Red
Cross were birthed during seasons of Revival. Numerous schools and colleges were also
established and hospitals and orphanages built. Revival days are filled with love and great joy.
Revival also affects those who have never turned to the Lord. Strong conviction of sin comes
upon a region as the Holy One draws near. Jesus said the Spirit would convince the world of sin
(John 16:7-8). We should expect every Revival to begin with this conviction. During these
seasons, thousands are converted. As on the day of Pentecost, first the church is filled (the 120
in the upper room) and then the multitudes in the streets were transformed. All praise and
glory to Jesus; He is the author and finisher of our faith!
Simple observation reveals that the Church is far from what it should be; we have become very
carnal and complacent… and many don’t even recognize the need for Revival: "Because you
say, `I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not know that you
are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in
the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of
your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.”
Revelations 3:17-18
We are usually so consumed with the affairs of daily living that we seldom consider the big
picture. Nevertheless, most can realize there is something wrong in the Church and in the
world. Clearly, unrighteousness abounds throughout the land, and it is getting worse. You can
hardly turn on the TV without hearing of murderous violence, child molestation, or seeing some
indecent thing. And as far as the Church is concerned, we have grown lukewarm… trying to do
the work of God without the power of His Spirit. We have plans and programs for just about
everything, even works of mercy and evangelism, but there is little fruit that remains. And the
decisions made during this generation by some of the clergy to endorse abortion and divorce…
and to ordain active homosexuals, really puts it over the top. In addition, we love our toys,
lusting after the bigger and more expensive. Surely the Church has become like the world,
rather than standing for righteousness and being an influence for the better. And then there
are the usual divisions and doctrinal things. God help us!
On a personal level, sometimes it seems as though you are just going through the motions,
doesn’t it? Your zeal has diminished, the fire has dwindled, and complacency is setting in.
Worldly activities are much more appealing than when you first started the race. Does any of
this sound familiar? Despite all of that, there are yet so many within the body of Christ who do
not perceive the need for a spiritual awakening. Things have been going along just fine for
them. They have a good-sized congregation with regular attendance; the offerings are
consistent. Participation in church activities is fairly good too… a lot of nice people doing nice
things (some would only hope to have a congregation like this). I trust that our little set-up
hasn’t fooled you. We have been describing the lukewarm Laodicean church. They were not
wicked sinners and yet the Lord warned them quite sternly. "I know your works, that you are
neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm,

and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth” (Rev. 3:15). We had better pay
attention!
Much of the Church has been satisfied with superficiality… and when exhorted to go farther into
the things of God, we think it to be too much, too radical. In fact, our form of Christianity has
become so diluted that when hearing of self-sacrifice with complete abandonment, or sacrificial
giving, we consider it to pertain to the “deeper” Christian life. Dear child, these things are not
deep; they are merely normal Christianity. The Lord loves you and desires that you would love
Him with complete surrender. He would have you understand that there is so much more to the
Christian faith than what you are presently experiencing… more than simply trying to stay away
from sin, going to church on Sunday and putting a few dollars in the offering… so much more
than your doctrines and particular methods of service.
It is only when we admit our sinful lukewarmness that we can truly repent… and we must
recognize the depth of our spiritual poverty if we are to cry out for revival. Let’s revisit the
definition of normal Christianity: 1) A deep, abiding love for God with complete abandonment
to His purposes. 2) A self-sacrificing love for others while flowing with the Holy Spirit in childlike faith and lowliness of heart. If you can honestly say that you and your church are red-hot
for Jesus, loving and serving Him with all of your heart, then I suppose you don’t need revival.
But my guess is we all need a fresh touch from God.
Pray, beloved, and continue to pray. We are not speaking of some “pie in the sky” fantasy.
Jesus wants to revive His Bride. Revival has occurred numerous times throughout history… and
we need it again, before it is too late. Our sins are great, beloved. Even now the judgment of
God is occurring to a lesser or greater degree. Make no mistake; His glory will be revealed in
the midst of darkness, even gross darkness (Isaiah 60:1-2). We MUST realize the lateness of
the hour! Pray for Revival, disciple. God has begun to move… keep praying!
Sacrifice
Let’s talk about sacrifice today - this is a BIG part of kingdom living. Do you do what is
convenient, serve when you feel like it, give when you have abundance? We all feel like that
sometimes, but some of us live there. Don’t expect much reward in heaven. We are to offer
ourselves as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1). Note the word sacrifice: doing for others when it’s
not convenient, praying when you don’t feel like it and giving when you don’t have enough for
yourself. Not to mention giving your time, sweat and tears… even your life for the sake of
others. As you mature in the Lord you begin to find joy and fulfillment in sacrifice. And if you
die to yourself: your needs, your rights… you will truly begin to live.
Sacrifice Brings Reward
When you sacrifice something for the sake of God’s kingdom know that you will be rewarded in
this life… and you are laying up for yourself treasure in heaven. The greater the sacrifice, the
greater the reward. When you go through difficult times know and believe that the God who is
in control of all things is going to work this for your good. You are being prepared for
fruitfulness here on earth but also to rule and reign with Christ for eternity. Now what kind of
training do you think would be necessary to prepare you for that? Probably a little difficult at
times. Don’t complain. God has chosen you for something far for glorious than you can
imagine.

Safety in God Alone
You probably won’t like this… but please consider this truth: We can build a wall, build the
military and buy more guns but “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build
it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain” (Ps.127:1). We will not
be safe unless the Lord protects us. Pray for God's mercy.
Salvation Message
Dear disciple… Perhaps this will show you something new. Learn it well and teach others:
Many, of course, have heard of Jesus, and perhaps have had some religious affiliation. But I am
not talking about 'religion'… something far greater. It is possible for you to have a personal
relationship with the glorious Creator of the universe; the loving God who made us. This is the
main purpose of your existence: to have a loving relationship with God. Have you ever received
His son Jesus Christ into your life?
Most world religions believe that if you are 'good enough' you can somehow apprehend God
and perhaps earn your way to heaven. Christianity is quite different. Knowing that man is
unable to reach up to Him, God lovingly reaches down to mankind through His son, Jesus
Christ. Actually, the Christian gospel (Good News) is quite simple: Jesus Christ suffered and
died on the cross for us; for the remission of our sins....and He rose from the dead. By
believing in Him (trusting in Him) we have forgiveness of our sins and He gives us the gift of
eternal life. We are made 'right' with God not because of our good works but by the precious
blood of God's only Son. God loves us so much that He gave His only Son to suffer and die so
that we could be set free from sin and live with Him eternally. Would you like to come to know
this loving God? What prevents you from surrendering to Him now?
Come humbly to Him … just as you are:
1) Admit that you have sinned and ask God to forgive you. Decide to turn away from sin. Sins
are the things that you do or say that offend God and other people.... lying, stealing, sexual
sins (sex outside of marriage, pornography, adultery, homosexuality etc.), unforgiveness of
others, occult activities (astrology, tarot cards, consulting psychics, fortune tellers or mediums,
witchcraft etc.), drunkenness, anger, violence, judgmental and critical words or attitudes,
rebellion, selfishness, pride etc. Make no mistake about it. God will judge sin. There is a hell.
God is loving and merciful but He is also holy, righteous and just.
2) Thank God for sending His only son, Jesus, to die on the cross for you. He suffered and shed
His blood so that you would not have to pay the penalty for your sins.
3) Believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus is Alive!
4) Invite Jesus to come into your life. Surrender yourself to Him; He loves you. Let Him be your
boss. He will never hurt you. Trust Him with everything... all of your problems, your pain, your
desires.
Will you do this now? Don't put Him off. Pray something like this: Dear Father in heaven,
forgive me for my sins. With your help, I choose to turn away from them. (At this point confess
your sins one at a time.) Thank You for sending Jesus to suffer and die for me. I believe He
rose from the dead. I invite You, Jesus, to come into my life. I accept You as my Savior and
Lord. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit. Help me to love and serve You with all of my heart.

Congratulations! If you prayed this prayer from your heart I can assure you that God heard
you... and that your sins are forgiven. You are a child of God, and heir of eternal life. It is
important to develop your relationship with God by talking with Him each day. Although there
are many nice formal prayers, I think that God is more pleased when we speak with Him like a
friend...expressing the feelings of our heart.
Find a good church. There are 'good' and 'not so good' congregations in every Christian
denomination. Look for a place where the people love God, love each other and love and reach
out to the hurting people of the world. You want a church that believes the Bible is true and
where the Holy Spirit is not quenched.
The Bible tells us that we should be baptized. We encourage you to speak to your church
leaders about Baptism. Read the Bible frequently...Learn what pleases and displeases God.
Begin to see the scriptures as a 'love letter' ... not only rules and laws. God loves you and
makes rules that protect you.
Ask God to continually fill you with His Holy Spirit so that you will have the power to resist sin,
help others and live a life pleasing to God. Ask Him for every spiritual gift that you need to live
a godly, fruitful life.
The Bible clearly states that Salvation is a free gift. It is free to us because it was purchased for
us at a great price... the suffering and death of God's only son, Jesus. You don't need to earn
this from God. Serve Him because you love Him. Also, do good to others and forgive those who
have hurt you. Speaking of doing good to others.... don’t you think that it would be good to tell
others about Jesus? He wants to help them too.
Salvation for the Jewish People
As we pray for Revival please know that God is calling us to pray for Israel. He is about to
reveal Messiah to them and needs our prayers. For 2000 years the Jews bore the responsibility
of bringing forth the Messiah… they did, and paid an enormous price. For the past 2000 years
the Gentiles have carried the responsibility of proclaiming Messiah's gospel. Our destinies are
inseparable – Jew and Gentile, one new man (Eph. 2:14-18).
Although there are many signs mentioned, there are only two preconditions noted in Scripture
for the return of Jesus: 1) "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a
witness to all the nations (ethnic groups), and then the end will come" (Matt 24:14). 2) "for I
say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!'" (Matt 23:39). Let's take a look at this:
Never before has it been possible to accurately evaluate the extent of the spread of the gospel.
However, researchers are now able to identify the ethnic groups that have not heard the Good
News… and it is likely these unreached "people groups" will soon be penetrated! Glory! Let's
continue to pray and work for the fulfillment of the Great Commission!
But what about the second condition? Jesus was speaking these words to the religious leaders
of Jerusalem. In 70 AD the Temple was destroyed and the Jewish people were scattered all
over the world. How could this word be fulfilled after the dispersion? Who would now say,
"Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord?"
Since 1948 Israel has been back in her own land! This people had been dispelled around the
world and yet after nearly two millennia they emerged with the same language, culture,
customs and religion! This is miraculous; it has never been seen in the history of the world!

Unfortunately, "replacement theology” (the Church replacing Israel) has permeated much of
Christianity. It must have been difficult to believe any further prophecy concerning the Jews
would ever be fulfilled since they were scattered all over the world. Nonetheless, there she is…
firmly establish, Jerusalem her capital… and the stage is set.
Some may ask, "Does God still have a plan for the Jews or were they rejected after refusing
salvation?" This question has perplexed many, and I'm not sure why. Perhaps anti-Semitism or
unbelief has influenced the doctrines. Either way, it is time to revisit these beliefs. The Bible
has very clear information regarding this: "Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your
sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and
the calling of God are irrevocable. For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now
obtained mercy through their disobedience, even so these also have now been disobedient,
that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy. For God has committed them
all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God." (Rom. 11:28-33)
In this scripture, Paul clearly states: 1) At the time of his writing the Jews were enemies of the
gospel. 2) Concerning their election (calling) they are beloved for the sake of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. 3) Their calling is irrevocable. 4) Just as the Gentiles were disobedient and have
now obtained mercy, God has committed all of the Jews to disobedience so "He might have
mercy on all." 5) Paul marvels at the ways of God!
Exactly how this great salvation will occur is uncertain. Will it happen individually for a remnant
or en masse? Perhaps, in one moment, the truth will break forth; a revelation of Messiah will
come like a veil being removed from their eyes. But be sure of one thing: God is faithful. He
has made an everlasting covenant with Abraham. Salvation will come to the Jewish people!
See what God is doing in your very midst: He has reestablished the nation of Israel, drawing
Jews from north, south, east and west - just as He said that He would. And the age of the
Gentiles is coming to a close, the Great Commission is nearly fulfilled. The Lord will soon cast
out His net and Israel will be saved… what a glorious day this will be! Pray for the salvation of
the Jewish people. Make it a priority!
"For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be
wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in. And so, all Israel will be saved as it is written: 'The Deliverer will come
out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant with them,
when I take away their sins'" (Rom. 11:25-27).
Same Sex Marriage
The Supreme Court of the United States ruled that same-sex marriage should be allowed. God
have mercy on us. Please know this was never a civil rights issue like racial equality… it is a
matter of morality. Not because conservative Christians say so, but because God has declared
the practice of homosexuality to be sinful in both the Old and New Testaments. No one has the
“right” to do what is immoral.
Ask the Lord for the courage to choose His way instead of the way of the world. Be willing to
speak the truth in love… even if it brings persecution. Love the homosexual as God loves them
- extend a warm welcome and minister to them. They need the Savior just as we do.
Nonetheless, we can never endorse those things that God says are sinful. Ask the Lord how to
walk this out in love. To my friends in other nations… please pray for us.

Saved by Grace
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). If you have placed your faith in
Jesus Christ you are totally accepted by God. Not because of your good works, but because of
Jesus' suffering and death… His perfect sacrifice. You are hidden in His perfection. When you
know this awesome truth, you find freedom from religious pride or self-condemnation and will
quit striving to be good enough... your salvation is a gift. Good deeds then flow from your
position in Christ and you fulfill the works your Father has prepared beforehand for you to do.
Say Yes
The cutting edge of spiritual growth is an uncomfortable place. The Lord challenges each of us
to do things that stretch us past our comfort zone… like sharing our faith, giving more money
than we are comfortable giving or doing things for others that are inconvenient. Every time we
say “yes” to God's prompting, we grow. But when we say “no” or “not now” that area of
spiritual development is stalled. Do you understand? God wants you to be all you can
be…according to your gifts and talents. Everyone can choose to say “yes.”
School Shooting
Another school shooting… more senseless death. When will we realize that this is so much
more than a debate about guns. There is something very wrong with our society. We have
consciously removed prayer from schools and God from the marketplace and we have taught
humanism with no moral absolutes. And we are surprised? Do you think another law will
change our hearts? How we need a spiritual awakening! How we need the Lord! Please pray for
these grieving families. Please pray for America.
Seasons
We need to recognize the seasons of our life: There is a time for learning and for doing, there
is also a time of rest. There is a season to learn discipline and a season to understand the
freedom of grace. A time of lack, a time of abundance, a time of affliction, a time to persevere.
There is a season of great fruitfulness and a season of dryness. A season of waiting (many are
there now) and a great day of fulfillment. Be encouraged, my friends, when you see a barren
tree in winter know that it will soon blossom and bear abundant fruit!
Seek Him Again
For over 30 years I have sought God for revival. By the leading of the Spirit I fasted and
prayed, sent teams throughout the region, made prophetic declarations and opened a house of
prayer. Many others throughout America did the same. I have also been painfully knocked
down by the enemy. I refuse to believe that all of this was for nothing. By God’s grace I am
standing again and crying out: Arise and shine! Believe God again! There is a glorious day
ahead! “For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the
LORD will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you.” Isa.60:2
If the Lord had given revival 10 years ago we would not have been ready. Many were
wondering what God was doing these past years; there was a lot of decline, reversals and
discouragement. He was at work preparing us to steward revival… pruning, refining and
breaking us. Complete dependence on God, brokenness and submission are the fertile seedbed
for a spiritual awakening! Perhaps we are now ready to carry His glory.

Seek the one
I was led to ask 3 people if they wanted prayer while shopping… 2 refused. The third person
graciously accepted my invitation and began to cry as the Lord touched her. Don’t become
discouraged; keep seeking the one who will receive. God loves people so much. Even those
who refused had a God encounter… simply because I asked.
Self-Pity
Dear disciple, have you been devastated by your circumstances? How difficult these days have
been. God, in His mercy, is making a way for you. He purposes to heal and restore you. But
what is this? You can barely keep afloat and you are now taking on the added weight of selfpity? Don’t do this. You will only prolong your misery. Make no mistake, self-pity will extend
the duration of your trial and make you feel worse. Do not lay hold of this anchor; it will bring
you down.
Also remember that self-pity is usually associated with other squalid companions: resentment,
bitterness, depression, and doubt. Please don’t allow them in too. God is extending His hand to
you - He is strong to save. Allow Him to rescue you. There is no need for self-pity; trust in the
Lord. Even in this most difficult of times you can still choose to believe God’s promises. You can
choose to forgive others. You can choose to love. And if you are too weary to do much else
right now, just rest in His loving arms. The dawn is soon approaching.
Lord, please forgive me for looking at myself rather than at You. I do trust You. Please help me
to trust more completely. My heart has been broken, Lord. Have mercy on me and rescue me.
With Your help I can wait for You. In the midst of my troubles I choose to praise You.
“My soul, wait silently for God alone, for my expectation is from Him. He only is my rock and
my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory;
the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour
out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah.” Psalm 62:5-8
Servanthood
Dear disciple, this is an important truth: Servanthood is the foundation of fruitful ministry.
Have you noticed how many opportunities the Lord has opened for you to inconvenience
yourself to help someone? How are you doing with that? God prepares His ministers by
teaching them to sacrifice themselves for the sake of another. These opportunities are found in
marriage, raising children and a myriad of situations outside the home. True ministers of God
are true servants… there are no shortcuts. If you will not serve, you will most certainly
minimize your fruitfulness. Mark 10:42-45
Servant Leadership
“You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an
example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is
not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know
these things, blessed are you if you do them.” John 13:13-17
Have you ever viewed a corporate management flow chart? You will note that the Chairman of
the Board is placed at the top of the chart just above the officers and Board of Directors; from

there it pyramids down to the middle management, department heads, and so on. This is the
way the world perceives leadership. Unfortunately, the Church is not much different.
The Master showed us a different way, however… the way of servanthood. “And He said to
them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority
over them are called `benefactors.' But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest
among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. For who is
greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am
among you as the One who serves.’” Luke 22:25-27
You must never forget this; the fruitfulness of your work depends upon it. Lead in this fashion
and the Lord will bless you… the people will gladly go with you. Lord it over the people and you
will have to strive, cajole and manipulate to get them to follow.
Consider this: In God’s kingdom, the management pyramid is inverted…with the leadership
point on the bottom. The leader holds the others up in prayer. The leader is lifting them up,
building them up… teaching, serving, encouraging, giving, and washing feet. This is your goal,
servant leader: Lay down your life for those you lead… become a rung in their ladder to
success. Make true disciples! How the Kingdom would benefit from one such as this. Will you
be that one?
Sexual Sin
Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her...
(2Sam. 11: 4).
King David was a mighty man of God - the apple of God’s eye. He reigned for 40 years. He was
a mighty warrior, a man of courage. We all know the story of how, even as a shepherd boy, he
killed a lion, a bear and Goliath, the giant Philistine. David was also faithful and loyal to his king
(Saul) who persecuted him.
Have you read the Psalms? Many of these prophetic songs of praise were written, sung and
played by David. This tenderhearted worshipper of God even danced with complete
abandonment before the Lord. He truly loved God. David, the second king of Israel, was a
great man. He was also a sinner, a man of lustful passion... a murderer. How could this
happen?
A. He disregarded the scripture.
Speaking of the king, "Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away...”
(Deut. 17:17). Yes, it was the cultural norm for a king to take many wives. He had 6 wives in
Hebron and perhaps kept Saul’s wives also. In addition, David took wives and concubines in
Jerusalem, but God clearly said not to “multiply wives” and David did. Surely this fed his lust.
You see, lust is never satisfied. The more you have, the more you want. When one indulges
their sexual appetite, it increases. Even with all of his wives and concubines, his eyes still
wandered. Before we point a finger at King David let us take a look at our own heart and the
heart of our nation. Sexual sin has become a cultural norm in our society: adultery,
pornography, fornication, homosexuality, immodest clothing, vulgarity. The judgment of God is
coming because of these sins!
B. No one confronted David.
He was a great king and things were going very well. Apparently, the priests nor the
prophets... not even his family confronted David. “David, it is against God’s law for you to
multiply wives.” It appears as though David was accountable to no one.

C. Anointing is not the same as approval.
David was an anointed servant of God. The Holy Spirit was with him and God gave him great
success. Unfortunately, David may have deceived himself thinking that since God was giving
him marvelous victory in his ministry that perhaps God would allow him to take several wives.
After all, he was the king! This same fatal mistake has been made by many of God’s servants.
They disobey God, but, in His mercy, He continues to use them... “His gifts and calling are
without repentance” (Rom.11:29). They misconstrue, God’s anointing as His approval... and
instead of repenting they continue in their sins.
D. Idleness
“It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent
Joab... but David remained at Jerusalem” (2 Sam 11:1). There needs to be little commentary
about this. We all know “idle hands are the devil’s workshop.”
E. Lack of intimacy with God
I cannot prove this point, but find it impossible to believe that David, at this point in his life,
had been maintaining a meaningful prayer/ worship life. Had he been speaking to the Lord
when he awoke from his nap it would have been far more difficult for him to step across the
line into sin. One additional sad note: The Ark of the Covenant was literally in David’s backyard
when this sin occurred.
David, the anointed king/ worshipper is about to make the greatest mistake of his life: adultery
and murder. The consequences of his actions would plague him the remaining 20 years of his
reign. This occurred when David was about 50 years old. He had been reigning for 20 years.
“Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the
king's house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to
behold” (2Sam. 11:2).
As we already mentioned, David didn’t go to battle like the other kings of his generation. He
stayed home. Tired? Perhaps. Maybe he was thinking that it was time for him to enjoy the fruit
of his labors. After all, he had been working hard: it was time for a vacation. He was taking a
nap, awoke and looked off his roof top. A beautiful woman was taking a bath!
David should have looked away. You are not responsible for the first look, but you are for the
second, third and fourth. In Matthew 5:28-29, Jesus basically says “don’t give me any excuses;
if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out!” Paul tells Timothy to run from such lusts
(2Tim.2:22).
It is important for a woman to know that a man is stimulated by sight. Bathsheba should have
closed the curtains! In saying this, I’m not implying that this affair was her fault. But, don’t tell
me she didn’t know she could be seen from the king’s balcony. A modest woman would close
the curtains even if there was a slight chance that she could be seen. Women please be careful
what you wear. You may cause men to sin by looking/lusting after you (1Tim.2: 9,10).
Men and women carefully consider this: Do you really want to be ‘attractive’ to the opposite
sex... to draw attention to yourself? This is not spiritual; it is carnal! Isn’t it far better, if you
are single, to pray and ask God to draw someone to you? And if you are married you have no
business trying to make yourself appear attractive to anyone but your spouse. Be careful, your
cultural mindset may be causing you to sin. Having said this, I’m not endorsing legalism. It’s
OK to ‘look your best’ ...but be painfully honest with yourself, check your motives for wanting
to be attractive.

He purposely inquired about the woman and sends for her even though he finds that she is
married. This does not stop him. He commits adultery. There is a point when a thought gives
birth to lust and lust conceives sin. David came to that point and crossed the line. He could
have prayed: “Lord I need you, help me!” But he didn’t. He could have tried to distract himself.
But he didn’t. He could have sought his closest friend: “I’m being tempted. Please pray for
me.” But he didn’t.
Bathsheba became pregnant. This secret one-night affair has now become a problem.
Nevertheless, David has a plan. He would bring her husband home from the battlefield, have
him sleep with his wife, and no one would be the wiser. Unfortunately for David, his plan failed.
Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah, was far more noble than David had expected. He would not sleep
with his wife while his fellow soldiers were sleeping on the battlefield. David tried a second
time… even getting Uriah drunk, but to no avail. It appears that David panicked. Trying to hide
sin will do that to a person. David chose to cover his sin instead of repent. This is always a bad
choice... usually with severe consequences. David, this once mighty warrior, was now very
afraid of his sin being discovered. He had Uriah killed! (Abortion is today’s panic plan.)
When confronted… about nine, long, guilt-ridden months later by the prophet Nathan, David
repented and God spared his life. But as mentioned before there were severe consequences for
his actions.... God told him that the “sword would never depart from his house” (2 Sam.
12:10). Four of his sons would later die. Perhaps this was the fourfold restitution that was
required for stealing (2 Sam. 12:6).
Teens, one time of pleasure can result in pregnancy ....and all of the consequences of
pregnancy. Kissing leads to touching and touching will lead to intercourse. Don’t deceive
yourselves and say “I can control myself.” Run away from situations that put you at risk.
To avoid sexual sin:
1) Establish Boundaries to keep you out of compromising situations...don’t be alone with a
member of the opposite sex.
2) Weigh the consequences now, before you get into trouble. Sexual sin is a serious offense
against God. The sexually immoral will not inherit the kingdom of God (Eph. 5:5). What about
pregnancy? How will this affect your family, your schooling, your career? What about sexually
transmitted diseases?
3) If you have a problem with pornography take extreme measures. Cut your cable and
internet connection.
4) Be accountable to a trustworthy person of the same sex. Talk with them about your sins and
temptations and ask for prayer.
5) Cultivate healthy pursuits that keep your thoughts on things that are honorable, pure and
good (Phil.4:8).
6) Cling to the Lord in daily dependence...prayer/worship. If you rely on your own strengths
you will fall.
We are surrounded by sexual lust and perversion. The media portrays premarital sex, living
together without marriage and homosexuality as normal… but God’s word says otherwise: “You
have heard that it was said to those of old, `You shall not commit adultery.' "But I say to you
that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his
heart” (Matt 5:27).
“For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
Therefore, do not be partakers with them (Eph. 5:5-7).

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom
of God” (1Cor 6:8).
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality;
that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in
passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not do not know God; that no one should take
advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all
such, as we also forewarned you and testified. For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in
holiness. Therefore, he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us
His Holy Spirit” (1The 4:3-8).
Share Your Testimonies
I want to encourage you to share your testimonies about how the Holy Spirit stirred you to
pray for someone, sow a spiritual seed or lead someone to Christ, etc… outside of church. This
is not boasting; it glorifies God and challenges others to do the same. Several people have told
me they are inspired by the accounts I share… and some are now becoming bolder to share His
love, even using the gifts of the Spirit. Ask God to open opportunities today, go let your light
shine and then encourage us by sharing what the Lord did!
Shopping Reports
1) The cashier told me she hadn’t slept for 2 days because of nerve pain. I prayed and she was
better. I prayed again and she was moving her body and exclaimed with joy “Thank you,
Jesus!” I told her by the Spirit that she would sleep tonight! Prayed for a few others in the next
store, then stopped at Subway by the Lord’s prompting. I asked the new girl if she needed
prayer and asked about her salvation in Christ. The Lord touched her as she proclaimed her
faith in Jesus. Then He spoke a word to her about her mother and she began to weep. All glory
to our loving God! You can do this too!
2) I Spoke to several people about the Lord while shopping… and had a word of knowledge for
2 of them. Also prayed for 2. One lady was in a motorized shopping cart at Walmart and the
Lord spoke directly to her need. On the way to Subway I saw myself sharing my testimony
with someone there. Praise God! It was exactly what they needed to hear. Dear disciple, be
willing and be available. I’m uncomfortable too… but God gives abundant grace. It’s good to be
stretched and it’s OK to be uncomfortable for Jesus. We are learning to die to self and truly live
in Christ.
3) I Spoke with a few people while shopping. Prayed for 3 and prophesied to 3. God is do good!
One young man, after receiving prayer, said, “It's getting hot in here. It's getting hot in here!”
I told him he was being filled with the Holy Spirit. Then the Lord began speaking into his life. It
was powerful. I turned to look at him as I walked away. He was filled with joy… saying “thank
you, thank you so much!” This was in Walmart.
4) Two Interesting responses while shopping: After I prayed prophetically for a man he was
filled with joy and exclaimed, “Wooooeeeee! Today is going to be a very good day!” I
approached a woman who I kept seeing throughout the store. I told her I was a minister and
asked if she needed prayer. She boldly told me “NO!” making the weirdest face (could have
been a demon) then she began to justify herself. When I mentioned that God loved her she
was incredulous, stared at me, then rushed off. I prayed for her silently as I continued
shopping.

When I was putting the groceries into the car I noticed an item in the bottom of the cart that I
didn’t pay for. Went back to the same cashier, a Hindu I think, paid… and asked if I could pray
for her. The Lord touched her… then I asked if she knew Jesus. She said she knew a little about
Him so I spoke with her briefly about Jesus and God’s love.
5) The grocery store was packed! I mean it was difficult to navigate the aisles. So, the Lord
quickened me to speak to this guy… but I couldn’t turn the cart around. Anyway, I went about
my shopping and sure enough there he was. I left my cart and approached him with people all
around. And trying to be as private as possible, delivered an important word for his life. Praise
God, he received it! Years ago, I asked the Lord to give me the grace and courage to speak
about Him to anyone, anywhere, at any time.
Let your light shine, disciple. Even when you are rejected you are making a spiritual impact.
You can do this… and all things through Christ who strengthens you.
Sign of the Times
Some prophetic insight…a sign of the times: God has been at work in His church.
1) pruning, refining and breaking us
2) healing deep-seated wounds and bringing deliverance
3) reminding His children who they are… and the authority they have in Christ
4) reactivating and equipping His sons and daughters with spiritual gifts and teaching them
how to use them. All of this has now been accelerated… preparing us to steward His glory in
this next outpouring of the Spirit. In fact, Holy Spirit presence has already begun to increase in
several places.
The Lord has also been at work in the world... showing mercy, while allowing the people to
finally come to the end of themselves. Over the past several years many have cast off moral
restraint. There is an increase in drinking, drugs, sex, perversion, gambling, materialism, occult
practices, etc. However, many of these are now beginning to realize they’re not happy or
fulfilled with these things. They keep looking for that next “high” or new thing… but that won’t
satisfy either. Multitudes are becoming miserable (including backslid ers) … and this is actually
a good thing. Hunger for God will increase… and conviction of sin.
The church is being prepared, the world is becoming more desperate and the presence of Holy
Spirit is on the increase. These are all very positive signs of the glorious things to come. Be
encouraged, disciple.
Sin
Have you noticed? No one talks about sin anymore. Some churches don’t want to make anyone
uncomfortable… and others have offered teachings about God’s grace and how to be free from
guilt and condemnation. For sure these teachings are excellent and necessary. After you repent
God doesn’t want you beating yourself for your failures. But any teaching that makes you feel
comfortable in your sin is surely not from God. Let me say again how kind and merciful our
Father is. He is not waiting to pounce on you for everything you do wrong. He is slow to
anger… but He does get angry sometimes.
The Lord doesn’t want you always thinking about your sins… sin conscious. He wants you
focused on Him and His love. Focusing on sin and the law can actually cause you to sin more!
He doesn't want you seeing yourself as a “sinner saved by grace” but a son of God who may
sometimes struggle with sin. There is a big difference! Having said this, also know if you

disobey God you should feel like you did something wrong. This is called conviction of sin – the
work of the Holy Spirit and your conscience. It's meant to bring you to repentance.
Are you taking extreme measures (Mark 9:43-47) to protect yourself from viewing
pornography? Have you sought deliverance, cut your internet connection, become accountable
to someone you can trust to pray for you? God is for you, not against you! Nevertheless, when
you sin you are opening the door for trouble by giving demons permission to torment you. This
is not God punishing you… but He will allow it, knowing it will bring you to repentance and back
to His purpose for your life.
Please take sin very seriously, my friend. You are hurting yourself in ways that you have not
yet realized and there could be very painful consequences. The message of repentance must be
preached again in our day. Not “hell fire and brimstone”… but a message filled with grace… and
with warning. Time is running out. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1John 1:9).
Skewed Truth
Today, most of us will believe something that is not completely true. Our perception of any
given situation is often skewed as it passes through the filter of our emotions and compared to
prior experiences. Do you know what I mean? Opinions are formed and decisions made based
on imperfect assumptions. We also choose to deceive ourselves… to accommodate our desires.
Dear friend, we must seek the Lord and be led by His Spirit. His word IS truth. “I have no
greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth” (3John 1:4).
Specialists
Have you noticed that teachers in the body of Christ present their message as if it were the
only truth? What am I saying? God has used some teachers to emphasize a particular
doctrine… faith or grace, the love of God, the fear of God or to simply encourage us… and they
speak on this topic for years. Yes, God has raised them up in this season to teach His people
but never intended for you to only learn this truth. If you follow one teacher like this you may
not be receiving the full counsel of God and your understanding of spiritual truth will be
unbalanced.
Nevertheless, it’s important to understand that many of God’s teachers are specialists… and
their teachings are not meant to be balanced. They teach the same things over and over again,
by the call of God, to bring revelation and truth to the Church. You may or may not agree with
what they teach, but be careful not to judge them. Instead of trying to prove them wrong… try
to prove them right. “Who are you to judge another's servant” (Romans 14:4).
Spirit, Soul and Body
As you learn more about dying to self, disciple, it is important for you to understand who you
are. Every human being is created with 3 distinct parts: spirit, soul and body. The soul and
spirit are usually considered one and the same but that is incorrect. 1Thes.5:23-25 clearly
shows the distinction. “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may
your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.”
Let’s take a look at this. Our body is quite obvious so we don’t need to say much about that.
We are talking about our physical body. The soul is comprised of our mind, emotions and will.
In Genesis 2:7 we learn that God breathed life (spirit) into Adam… and now man’s spirit plus

his body (brain, etc.) brings forth his soul. “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” The
spirit is our inner most being. This is where the Holy Spirit resides… in all born again believers.
Holy Spirit dwells within us and communes with our spirit… having intimate fellowship. When
He speaks to you this is where He communicates - His Spirit to your spirit. Your spirit then
relays the message to your mind and then your body should obey and fulfill God’s purpose.
Because our soul can be wounded and influenced by life experiences and demons, we
sometimes misunderstand or misinterpret what the Holy Spirit is saying. He understands this
and is persistent in confirming His directions through external circumstances. Anyway, this is
how it works… this is how we commune with God.
Our spirit should always be the command center. Again, our spirit hears from God, our soul
agrees and our body obeys. Too often, however, our body wants to lead with its appetites for
pleasure, food, sex, etc. Or our soul: the need for recognition, compliments, success, etc…
prideful things. Do you understand? When we speak of the crucified life we mean putting to
death the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life (1John 2:16). We were
designed by God to commune with Him and to be led by His Spirit. Dying to self simply puts
things back in divine order.
Spirit Led Living
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). Just a
reminder: Your goal is to learn to be led by the Holy Spirit… learning to hear His promptings
and follow His leading. This is Spirit-led living… this is sonship. Every time you indulge the
flesh, you hinder spiritual life. This is why Paul said, “All things are lawful for me, but all things
are not helpful” (1Cor.6:12). He wanted to walk in the Spirit… and not be held captive by
fleshly desires. What hinders you from Spirit-led living?
Spiritual Insight
I have always enjoyed the game of chess... marveling at its intricacies. The numerous and
multifaceted variables make it an extremely challenging adventure. Some immerse their entire
life into the depths of this game. Having said that, let us consider the intricacies of life, with its
multifaceted variables. God oversees all, knowing each move before it is made… seeing the
outcome at the beginning. What an awesome God!
Let’s go deeper: Those who love Him would say with confidence that God is in control of all
things. We don’t really understand what we are saying, yet we are comfortable with this
statement despite the fact that we observe events occurring daily that we know, according to
the Scripture, are not God's will... murder, rape, stealing, lying etc. How do you explain this:
God being in control and yet His will is apparently not being done?
With a bit of spiritual insight, we begin to understand that God uses man's obedience to
accomplish His purpose and God also uses the devil and our disobedience to accomplish His
purpose. So, what are God's purposes? This is another awesome question. 1) to have for
Himself a beautiful Bride without spot or wrinkle 2) to make manifest His love and glory
throughout all of creation.
How does God use both obedience and disobedience to accomplish His purposes and even
using the wiles of the devil? It seems as though the root of the 'disobedience problem' is the
concept of 'free will'. Yet, by purposeful design, this was given to mankind by his Maker. Why?
God, first and foremost desires to be loved. (This is obvious by the order in which the Ten

Commandments were given.) If we are to truly love God we must have free will. True love is
not possible without it. In fact, love would not be love if there was no free will. A mere
'programmed' response by a created being would never be satisfactory to the Lover of our
souls. We must be free to choose to love Him. Love cannot be fully made manifest without
choice. Do you understand?
In God's eyes true love equals obedience. Therefore, by necessity, love must be tested to be
proven true; not simply words, songs or religious activity. Love was tested in the Garden. God
gave Adam and Eve a commandment regarding the fruit of a certain tree and love was tested.
Unfortunately for all of mankind, the first potential lovers failed the test... and Satan, the
serpent tempter, has been at work ever since.
Of course, God knew all of this before creation. It did not take Him by surprise... neither did
Lucifer's pride. Therefore, an intelligent assumption would be that God included the devil's fall
and Adam's failure as part of His original plan; not an afterthought. Through God's infinite
wisdom and strategies, the devil's work was woven into the very fabric of God's ingenious,
masterful plan. In other words, God unwittingly uses the devil to accomplish His purposes.
God does not do evil. He is not capable of evil. Evil flows from the heart of the wicked one, by
choice. But God uses the tumult that he causes to test, prune and purify. He uses the
temptations of the devil as a testing ground for our obedience and love.
Without opposition we could not grow strong. This principle abounds in nature: Salmon must
swim upstream to reproduce and a seedling must push its way up through the soil. A butterfly
must force its way out of the cocoon. This is how it strengthens itself and grows. So it is with
our lives. There must be adversity to create emotional strength and character.
Our God is so awesome, so far beyond all created beings. We can hardly begin to fathom the
depths of His wisdom. He uses the evil generated in the hearts of the rebellious to ultimately
accomplish good. How great is our God!
Spiritual Maturity
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it
until the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6
Just a few words about spiritual growth: There are various levels of maturity and numerous
areas of growth and development. For instance, every Christian should be developing their
relationship with God, maturing in friendship and sonship. They should also be growing in faith,
humility, servanthood, sacrificial giving, etc. Just as a natural child comes to maturity, so it is
with spiritual growth. The natural child is certainly capable of performing some adult activities
and the spiritual child can operate in spiritual gifts but this does not mean that they are
mature. It usually takes many life experiences, success and failures.
A child cannot make himself grow up by simply willing it and neither can you, disciple. God will
allow or orchestrate the circumstances that cause your growth… and this is a lifelong process.
You may excel in one area of your development but fall very short in another. Please, don't use
either as the standard to judge your level of maturity. Let the Master evaluate your progress;
this is His work. So, what is required of you? Love the Lord and cooperate with Him through
simple obedience. He is faithful to complete the work He has begun.

Stir Up Your Spiritual Gifts
“Therefore, I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my
hands.” 2Tim 1:6
Some of you were filled with the Holy Spirit as early as the 70’s. You operated in your spiritual
gifts: praying for the sick, prophesying, telling others about Jesus… and many were blessed.
But over the years some people that you prayed for weren’t healed or delivered or changed…
not to mention the frequent attacks of the enemy. Your faith and boldness dwindled and you
began to draw back from using your gifts. The Lord wants you to know that His gifts and calling
are not revoked no matter what you have or have not done… no matter how far away you have
gotten. The Master is calling you; He has need of you again! Will you stir up the gift of God
which is in you?
Stop Complaining
We need to speak about this again: You won't usually find a servant of God reciting all of the
sacrifices that they have made for the sake of Christ… at least we hope not. But something a
bit more sinister is taking place beneath the surface. Many of God's people bemoan their
sacrificial efforts. They complain within, while recounting the exorbitant price they paid, having
surrendered all to serve the Lord. And when difficulty arises, they are quick to remind God of
what they have already suffered, sometimes questioning His ways. "How could You allow this to
happen to me after all I have done for You? I have given my time, money, and efforts to build
Your Kingdom."
The Lord would surely want to remind you that He "is not unjust to forget your work and labor
of love which you have shown toward His name" (Heb. 6:10). He is faithful! Nonetheless, dear
disciple, you must revisit some basic truths: You are saved by grace, not your own efforts; you
know that! God has chosen you to be an heir of eternal life through the suffering and death of
His only begotten Son. In addition to this priceless gift of salvation, He has blessed you (and
will continue to do so) with many opportunities to give and serve. Remember, these
opportunities to sacrifice self will bring a handsome reward, which includes blessings in this life
and treasure in heaven (Matt. 10:29-30). Do you really believe this? Why would you complain
simply because it is temporarily difficult or unpleasant? Your reward will be eternal.
Do you realize that we have more comfort and convenience in the 21st century than King
Solomon or any of the wealthy kings in past centuries? If you have central heating and cooling
(even an electric fan), running water and a flush toilet, travel in some type of motorized
vehicle, and have a sofa or easy chair… you have way more than they had. (They lounged on
hard horse hair cushions; springs and memory foam hadn't been invented.) My point: Stop
complaining. You are poisoning yourself with negative words and attitudes. Praise and thank
God for what you have … and learn to be content.
Lord, You have been so good to me; forgive me for complaining. It is not the price that I have
paid, but the incomprehensible price You have paid for me. Please remove this propensity to
recount the litany of my personal sacrifice. It is Your sacrifice and Your love that should be
remembered. I am grateful for every opportunity to give and serve. Help me to make the most
of each situation.

Strategy
I awoke early in the morning and believe the Lord gave me this simplified strategy for these
next few years. It is really not new… but will have profound impact where it can be
implemented. Be aware that this battle has already begun:
1) Intercessors and worshipers will break through enemy lines with Spirit led prayer and
worship... decrees and declarations. Among the intercessors will be Apostles and Prophets.
2) Evangelists take to the streets for Holy Spirit empowered ministry with signs and wonders
following. This includes personal evangelism, evangelistic meetings in churches and open-air
crusades in cities, towns and villages.
3) Pastors are gifted for the job of cleaning the “fish.” Churches must now prepare for the
many backslidders and new converts that will be coming. We must learn how to do deliverance
ministry - it will be desperately needed.
4) Teachers (along with the pastors) will make true disciples of those who come to Christ.
5) Apostles and Prophets will seek the Lord for strategies and direction and offer this to the
regional church. Apostolic and Prophetic councils will arise… not to lord over like a hierarchy but
to offer the word of the Lord, give an overall strategy and promote unity. Those who will
receive their guidance will prosper.
The synopsis: Intercession and worship (the Air Force) will push back the enemy. The
evangelists are the boots on the ground who take the territory and rescue those held captive.
The pastors and teachers occupy that territory and teach them to obey everything the Lord
commanded us (Ekklesia). The apostles and prophets do warfare, seek the Lord for strategy,
offer counsel and promote unity. Most 5-fold ministers have additional giftings. Of course,
these will also be in operation.
Street Preaching
We minister to the broken and fearful with compassion... and by serving we earn the right to
speak into their lives. But the proud and arrogant may need to be warned. I preached on the
streets once or twice a week for 12 years. Mostly messages of God's love and mercy… calling
people to salvation in Christ alone. Lawyers, legislators, drug addicts and street people would
pass by. I was amazed at the way the Lord would change my message, not by their
appearance but their need. Every so often He would also warn of hell. There are no formulas
for ministry… we must follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Street Team Vision
Many of us have seen an increase in Holy Spirit power while ministering and there is also an
increase of His presence during our worship times. The gifts of the Spirit are beginning to flow
again. God is on the move! There is still pruning and refining for sure, but the time is soon
coming when the Lord will be raising up teams to preach and minister in the streets and parks
of your city. I mean power evangelism! First in your own area (your Jerusalem) and then going
to other cities and villages throughout the country and beyond. Would you like to be a part of
this? I see teams of 4 or 5, with varied spiritual gifts, going out to bring Jesus to the
backslidden and the lost. Ask God about this.
Strength in Weakness
I Was really under attack last night but, by God’s grace, we came through. Didn’t feel like
doing ministry today but it’s really not about the way we feel… is it? The first guy I was
prompted to speak with told me his grandma was pushing him toward God but assured me he

had accepted Christ willingly. I prayed for an infilling of Holy Spirit and he said, “Phew, Wow!”
and blinked his eyes several times. I explained… and he hugged me. I prayed for another guy
and God touched him! He was struggling before but now filled with joy. Glory to God! “My
strength is made perfect in weakness” (2Cor.12:9). You can do this too!
Stronghold of Islam
"Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." Matthew 9:38
For hundreds of years the Muslims have held an impenetrable fortress in the Middle East.
Religious demons have had free reign. Millions of people, one generation after another, have
believed their lies and plunged headlong into a Christ-less eternity. “Human rights” are near
nonexistent in some of these countries. Dictatorial, murderous regimes have tortured their own
people and left them impoverished. In some oil rich nations prosperity abounds, but women are
considered to be little more than servants and Islamic law demands severe penalties for even
minor infractions. As we are aware, the nations held in the grip of Islam have been the
breeding ground for hate-filled terrorist who now threaten the civilized world. Have you been
praying for the Muslims, dear saint? They desperately need your prayers. It has been
extremely difficult to proclaim the gospel in these nations. The enemy has kept the lid on very
tightly.
Pray for the persecuted Church in these countries and pray the Lord of the harvest to send
more laborers into this harvest field. How we need eyes to see what the Lord is doing in this
hour!
Submission to Authority
“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those
who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be
unprofitable for you.” Hebrews 13:17
Submit to authority! Sometimes these words cause necks to stiffen. We are a very independent
people. Many Christians, when confronted with the issue, will quickly agree to this scriptural
mandate. But when put to the test something within emerges. Pride or fear inhibits true
submission. And lack of submission hinders the work of the Lord. Everyone must not do what is
right in their own eyes. God has given you a leader to help lead you.
The whole issue is not one of control; it is an attitude of heart, a surrender of will. This is the
second level of trusting God. Please understand. When you submit to authority, you trust and
believe that God can guide you through another. “I can hear God for myself,” you say. Yes, this
is correct. And if God is truly directing you to do something, no one should stand in your way.
But before you allow this statement to confirm your rebellion, take another look at your heart.
Are you teachable? Do you get a little twinge when someone tries to correct you, smiling on the
outside, but grumbling within? Dear disciple, you can go no further until you learn to yield. You
will never be given true authority until you learn to submit to authority.
There are some who have been wounded by authority, and you have been reluctant to submit
yourself for fear of additional wounds. This is certainly understandable, but don’t remain out
there by yourself. May God heal you today and enable you to accept the authority of another.
If you have been estranged from the Church, allow God to lead you to the right body of
believers. He is speaking to you about this again for your protection and spiritual growth. Ask
Him to help you place your trust in others once again.

Lord, please forgive my pride and rebellion… and every critical word and judgmental attitude.
Teach me to submit. Heal me and help me to accept the frailties and errors of leadership.
Cause me to pray for them and help lift their arms.
Suffering
"But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you." 1Peter 5:10
The doctrine of suffering has all but been forgotten over these past four decades. Blessing and
abundant life have been preached instead. The benefits of suffering have been taught in years
past… and taken to extreme as most truths are, nevertheless, the fact remains that God allows
suffering to accomplish His purposes... for your good and for His glory. He even gave His only
Son to suffer and die. This was His perfect will, His divine plan. If you disagree you may have a
limited view of God.
The following are excerpts from an extraordinary book, “The Heavenly Man” by Brother Yun
who suffered incredible torture in Communist China during the 80’s and 90’s. His words
challenge us to fully abandon ourselves to God's purposes: “The Lord wants us to embrace
suffering as a friend. We need a deep realization that when we’re persecuted for Jesus’ sake it
is an act of God’s blessing to us. We can grow to such a place in Christ where we laugh and
rejoice when people slander us because we know that we are not of this world. When people
malign you, rejoice and be glad. When they curse you, bless them in return. When you walk
through a painful experience embrace it and you will be free! When you learn these lessons,
there is nothing left that the world can do to you.”
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your
faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing.” James 1:2
Suffering Perspective
In the midst of our daily struggles it’s good to put things into perspective. Is Christianity only
about being happy and blessed? I don’t think Paul would agree: “five times I received forty
stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned” etc. And what about
our brothers and sisters who, right now, are being tortured, imprisoned and martyred for their
faith in Christ? I love to be happy and blessed, but dear disciple, a lot of us view Christianity
through the filters of our culture. Many believers around the world are truly suffering. Are you
complaining because your AC isn’t working?
Surprise!
Due to some miscommunication, I discovered that I was expected to preach at evangelistic
revival meetings in Gonaives, Haiti. God spoke to me on Friday and I was in Haiti the following
Tuesday. Surprise! Praise God - the meetings were wonderful. Many attended... many came
forward.
Did you know that Haiti was dedicated to Satan about 200 years ago? This country which sits
almost on our doorstep has been under a curse all of these years--rebellion, hatred, confusion
and of course poverty… the fruit of corruption.
Many mission organizations have poured countless dollars into Haiti. One pastor told me it was
like pouring into a dark hole--lots of expenses with very little lasting results. Why? A curse is

on the land. There is a veil of darkness that prevents the blessings of God from pouring down.
Even the landscape reveals the curse. Haiti and the Dominican Republic are both on the island
of Hispaniola. The DR has lush greenery… Haiti is desert like.
Praise God! Something has begun to happen. The church in Haiti is rising up to do offensive
spiritual warfare... binding Satan and commanding him to release the minds of the people.
About 5000 believers publicly renounced voodoo, burned voodoo artifacts and dedicated the
land to the Lord Jesus Christ. This was the same date when the land was originally dedicated
to Satan in 1804. The Spirit of the Lord is also stirring Haitians to repent of their sins and the
sins of their fathers. I believe that once the curse is broken the glory of God will begin to flow
to these hurting people. Prayer warriors are needed to do spiritual warfare for Haiti. Perhaps
God would even call you to go there.
Surrender Your Rights
There is a huge difference between demanding your own rights and standing for the rights of
others. God loves justice and wants us to defend the weak and poor and unborn. Nevertheless,
the word of God clearly says to lay down your rights. Today so many people are prideful and
angry about their “rights.” Dear Christian, you gave your life to Christ - you have no rights.
Surrender your rights and God will fight for you. If you fight for yourself you have already lost…
stepping from spirit life into the carnal. God loves you and wants you to trust Him with
everything. If you humble yourself He will make a way… He will raise you up!
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of
a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.” (Phil. 2:5-7) “Love your enemies, do good
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.
To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away
your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.” (Luke 6:27-29)
Survival Theology
Much of the church has embraced what Bill Johnson calls “survival theology.” We have lost
hope of really making an impact for Christ. “Let’s just hang together, have nice meetings and
try to be holy.” This is so unscriptural and the direct opposite of what Jesus told us to do. We
are to be light and salt in this world. Don’t you think we should be associating with unsaved
people… loving and serving them? How awesome it would be if our churches would embrace
the truth of God's kingdom and operate in the Gifts of His Spirit… to see souls saved, healed
and delivered. If we could only believe again for great and mighty things. This is my
prayer…how about you?
Take a Risk
I spoke with 5 people while shopping, prayed for 3 of them… and prophesied. Spoke to 2 about
salvation. One told me he was a minister's son and assured me he knew the Lord but I
discerned he wasn’t walking with Him. When I prayed, the Spirit was powerfully present and
gave him specific prophetic direction… and timing. Really cool! Dear disciple, you can choose to
speak and minister to people today. Choose to make the approach and open your mouth. Holy
Spirit will speak through you. I tell you the truth… one minute I feel uncomfortable; the next
minute I am bold as a lion. You must take a risk if you want to grow. Try it!
Over the past few weeks I've prayed for my neighbor, the guy who repaired my shower, a
waiter at Olive Garden, someone at the auto service dept. and a woman in the grocery store...

and God touched their lives with healing, a prophetic word or encouragement. Believe me, I’m
way past wanting to boast. I’ve been broken and completely burned out. I do this totally by the
grace of God... and so can you. When the Spirit prompts me, I simply ask if they need prayer
for anything - the Lord does the rest. Please carry the loving presence of Jesus outside of your
church.
Teach God’s Love and Grace
Some Christians believe that speaking about the love of God or His grace will give license to
sin. I was one of those. In fact, some years ago after hearing a message about God's grace I
remember thinking, "I wonder what sin this preacher is hiding." (Just being honest.) I've come
to learn that this way of thinking - teaching love and grace gives license to sin - is quite
common. I have also grown to know that this is both religious and adolescent. There is a
deeper place, disciple ... maturing to love. Teaching about the Father's loving acceptance and
grace can actually have the opposite effect. Many will grow closer to God, learning to receive
His love... and gain victory over sin. The grace message has also healed many from selfcondemnation - they have learned to forgive themselves.
Does God discipline His children? You can be sure He does - I have received His discipline. But
Hebrews 12 tells us it is because He loves us. Do we need messages of repentance? Yes, of
course. And they will be increasing in the days ahead. Will there be judgments in the earth?
You know they have already begun. Nevertheless, our God is love. He is slow to anger,
abounding in mercy and grace. He is a loving Father only resorting to discipline as a last resort.
He encourages, builds up, lifts up, speaks life, restores hope and comforts. He is a lover of
souls and He loves you just as you are.
Teaching Grace
Some would say, “Why do you teach about grace? There are serious consequences for sin.” I
certainly agree. Do not sin… it will be very painful for you and others… and will hinder your
progress. But what about all those who have sinned and repented and are trying to overcome
guilt and shame? Do you want them to pay for their sins… or would you rather have them
move forward, encouraged to be all that God called them to be? Amazing grace, how sweet the
sound!
Tent Deliverance
Years ago, while doing inner-city tent meetings, a word of knowledge was given about a secret
sin. After the meeting a woman told us she was the one with the secret sin. As we began to
minister to her a demon manifest. Her face became scowled with hatred and she snarled
repeatedly with a man’s voice, “I hate him; I’m going to kill him.” I commanded the demon to
be silent and then instructed the woman about forgiveness. She planned to murder, but chose
to forgive and was quickly delivered from the demons of bitterness, hatred, revenge and
murder. She was a backslidden Christian… now recommitting her life to Jesus and was filled
with the Holy Spirit! A few days later she brought her children and they all prayed to receive
Christ! Glory to God!
Testify
The Lord has again been showing me the power of personal testimony. In this hour when faith
is being replaced by logic and reason it is even more important to testify of what our
supernatural God has done. He most certainly has intervened in your difficult situations. Will
you tell others how He helped you through your failures or healed your sickness or saved your

marriage or brought provision? Ask the Lord to help you share these things. He will lead you to
the one that needs to hear. “… And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city
what great things Jesus had done for him.” Luke 8:39
Speaking about God’s supernatural intervention with miracles, signs and wonders is an offense
to some in the church. They do not believe that He still does these things. I understand, yet
I'm amazed. There is overwhelming evidence, all over the world, that our loving Father still
does miracles. The blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, sickness is cured and demons are
cast out in the name of Jesus. I have seen all of this with my own eyes! Please ask God to
show you the truth.
Testimony… the Adventure Begins
The Lord has allowed me to do so many things in my life - it has been amazing. All glory to
God! My mother raised me to know the Lord but by the time I was fourteen I ran away from
God and was into drinking and drugs and sex and all kinds of things. I ended up suicidal and in
a state mental hospital with a prognosis, “He will never be well.” Even so, my mother prayed
for me and asked Kathryn Kuhlman and Oral Roberts to pray and God in his mercy delivered
me. I repented and rededicated my life to the Lord but walked mostly in the ways of the world.
It wasn’t until I was twenty-eight years old (November 18th 1978) that I went to a Full Gospel
Businessmen’s Fellowship meeting and was gloriously filled with the Holy Spirit. From that
moment I entered into full-time ministry. I was already working at the hospital and now God
was using me to witness and sometimes bring healing to the patients.
As I mentioned earlier, after being filled with the Holy Spirit my spiritual life really catapulted
into a life of extraordinary adventure. I joined the Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship and
soon became president of that chapter. I really wanted to see the chapter flourish but for the
first seven months the attendance dropped and I was very discouraged. I was praying
earnestly, even fasting, and then finally one night about 2 am I said to God, “I can’t do this. I
give it all to You. You have to do it.” I realized this was exactly what He wanted and from that
point things exploded. At the next meeting someone prophesied over me and I was reelected
as president, much to my surprise, since I didn’t think I was doing a good job. Nevertheless, I
called the members to repentance and we sought the Lord.
At the next public meeting the Holy Spirit was poured out in an extraordinary way. I had never
seen anything like it. The people were falling under the power of the Holy Spirit and even the
people who were catching them were falling. The glory of God was clearly demonstrated… even
demons coming out. Soon after that 22 new men joined the chapter and someone donated
$10,000. We received an award for the second largest growth rate in the entire country.
Surely the Lord took over.
I was invited to teach Advanced Leadership Training Seminars in Africa with an International
Director, Dean Ziegler. The Lord then miraculously provided the money for the trip. We
traveled to West Africa and ministered in the power of the Spirit... the Ivory Coast, Sierra
Leone and Liberia. God did awesome things! We saw a Liberian Supreme Court Justice and his
wife filled with the Holy Spirit speaking in tongues. We did a national television program and
the Holy Spirit was so powerful in this meeting that the cameramen and technicians, who were
not Christians, were overcome by the Spirit and began to pray in tongues. When we were in
the hotel the supervisor of the maids was checking to see if they were doing their job… so I
invited the man in. We had just been worshipping and the place was filled with the presence of
God. I asked him if he knew the Lord and all of the sudden he began to weep profusely and
said he used to know the Lord but walked away from Him. We prayed for him and he

recommitted his life to Christ… and then was instantly filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
pray in tongues. He was shining with joy!
Then we went to Kenya and on to Zimbabwe where Reinhard Bonnke was having his first Fire
Conference. The Full Gospel Businessmen had their own meetings at this conference - it was
really quite remarkable. 300 members were there from around the world and they asked me to
be one of the guest speakers! Loren Cunningham spoke at Bonnke’s Fire Conference and made
a call for those who would commit their life to Missions. I had a serious allergic reaction to the
malaria medication which caused hives all over my body - my skin was red and swollen. In
fact, so swollen that my ears actually folded over… and I could hardly sleep. Then while we
were traveling through Nigeria I got dysentery… so by the time I’m at this conference I had
diarrhea running like a river and couldn’t keep anything down. It was a very sick young man
who stood for the call to dedicate my life to missions. I can tell you for sure it wasn’t bravado
or some feeling of missionary excitement. I truly gave my life to missions that day and the Lord
quickly told me I would be coming back to Africa many times… and I have.
My next trip was to the Philippines and that was even more powerful! I so wanted to preach
evangelistic healing crusades and had been waiting on God… and He gave me the desire of my
heart. He sent me to the island of Mindanao with two other men to preach evangelistic healing
crusades. We saw some of the greatest miracles that I’ve ever seen. I prayed for a 5-year-old
boy who was totally paralyzed from birth and in the name of Jesus Christ he walked and
jumped and ran. An 11-year-old boy with a paralyzed right arm was instantly healed in the
name of Jesus and he began to flex his paralyzed arm! You should have seen the faces of the
parents and the people as they saw these kids healed. With a look of amazement, their eyes
filled with tears! One meeting was so powerful that they actually brought a guy out of the clinic
on a stretcher with an IV… and in the name of Jesus that man got off his stretcher. It is so
amazing to see God work. We did several Crusade meetings on Mindanao: the deaf were
hearing, the blind seeing and the lame walking. Many people came to the Lord as a result of
these miracles. God is an awesome God. He confirms His word with signs and wonders… just as
He said He would.
Testing
Scriptural principles mean little if you do not apply them to your life. You can quote some of
them with ease… certain that you have grasped a particular truth and that it has advanced you
a step closer in the sanctification process. Unfortunately, most of us are fooled into believing
that we have advanced because we have understood a concept and repeated the words so
often. Do you know what I mean? We speak of loving God above all else and death to self, etc.,
but many times we are really only puffed up in our understanding, merely giving mental
ascent... and then comes the test. Dear disciple, testing shows you that you may not be all that
you think you are. Some believe this process shows God who you are, but the all-knowing God
already knew! Under pressure, your true character is revealed. Thank God for unveiling the
flaws. He is giving you an opportunity for a course correction.
Sometimes you actually pass the test... making the right choices, doing the right thing… even
giving God thanks and praise in the midst of trouble. You can see your spiritual growth and are
encouraged to press on. Testing will also strengthen you… like steel is forged in a furnace. If
you respond correctly you will emerge from your test better than before… with greater insight
and a deeper dependency on God, with greater anointing and fruitfulness. Now, build your life
with truth, humility and servanthood… and be led by the Holy Spirit. He will help you every
step of the way. “For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as silver is refined.”
Psalm 66:10

The Bible is the Word of God
Dear disciple, be sure to teach this profound truth: As you consider the moral/social issues of
our time there is a larger question that needs to be answered: Do you believe that the Bible is
the word of God? If you do, your morality is based on biblical truth, the foundation of
Christianity. If you waffle on this point, you will probably give mental ascent to the scriptures,
picking the verses you like and rejecting the rest as antiquated. You will most likely be led
astray, following what seems good in your own eyes. Please be careful! There is a BIG
difference between believing God's word, failing, repenting… and rejecting God's word and
never repenting.
The Church is an Army
I believe this to be a most important word. I pray you will receive it: I have been speaking
about a transition in progress. We are moving from a season of refining and pruning to a
season of fruitfulness and blessing. Many have grown weary during this past season and there
has been much teaching about God's grace. But now, the Lord is calling for a change in
preaching and teaching and there will be greater personal accountability, even some warnings.
There must also be a change in how we see ourselves as the Church.
For years we have considered ourselves a hospital but the Lord is now saying that we must see
ourselves as an army! This is why we will be hearing much more about personal discipline,
commitment, self-sacrifice, obedience, doing what you say you’ll do, showing up on time, etc.
Before you misunderstand, let me explain. We are not taking about legalistic rules and
regulations. This is about dying to self and your rights, considering others before yourself and
developing the fruit of the Spirit in your life… all sound biblical principles. This is a foundation
for unity and effective, fruitful ministry… the army of God taking ground from the enemy and
the kingdom of God advancing in our generation.
In regards to the hospital: Every army has a hospital unit. We must always care for our
wounded and be equipped to bring healing and deliverance to the masses. Of course, we must
have a hospital! But the main purpose of the church is not to be a hospital. We are
commissioned by the Captain of the Lord of Hosts to go into all the world and make disciples…
doing this in love by the leading and power of the Holy Spirit.
The Cost
John G. Lake, while working in Africa, received very little financial provision for himself and his
workers. At one point He called his team together and freely released them to go home...
knowing that some may actually starve. But no one would go! As a result, several team
members died from disease secondary to inadequate nutrition… including some of their wives
and children. But then it came, an outpouring that saved over 100,000 souls and launched
John into a healing ministry that is well documented!
It will cost you everything, dear friend. We are moving far beyond mere words and the ethereal
concepts of self-sacrifice. Many of us believe we are in the early stages of a glorious outpouring
of God; this is why we live. We have no other ambitions, no other driving goals or desires. We
have been fervently asking God for a magnificent spiritual awakening. Not only for a few souls
or healings, not even for a fruitful, successful ministry, but for the spiritual revival of a nation!
The cost has been, and will continue to be enormous… some may even die. I don't mean to
sound dramatic, but why should we be asked to pay any less of a price than John Lake or the
many saints around the world who are now suffering for their faith? I hope you will continue to
persevere.

The Good Shepherd
I was tired and didn’t feel much like speaking with anyone. I remained willing but not very
enthusiastic. Anyway, as I finished my shopping I was wondering if I missed God… but while
driving away the Lord showed me a young man and I immediately turned around and
approached him. The Lord wanted me to remind him that he used to walk with God when he
was younger, but turned away. The Lord wanted him to return now. I think it was pretty
accurate… you should have seen his face. We spoke a little more and that was it. Jesus is truly
the Good Shepherd. He goes everywhere to seek those who have wandered away.
The Gospel
How good it would be if we could finally grasp this simple but profound truth: We are only
acceptable to God because of the sacrificial suffering and death of His son, Jesus Christ. He
alone purchased our salvation. He alone is our righteousness. You cannot earn your salvation
by being good and doing good things. There will be many nice people who will not make it to
heaven because they refused to accept God's only provision. "For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16
The Meaning of Life
Philosophers throughout the ages have pondered the meaning of life, but the answer is not a
mystery to those who believe. Here it is: God is love and He desires to be loved. He created the
material world to be the staging ground for this divine romantic drama. First consider this:
Love is not really love unless it is freely given; it can’t be preprogramed. Therefore, mankind
must be given a free will. Imagine an all-knowing God planning this grand masterpiece. Before
He ever created angels, He knew Lucifer would rebel. Before creating Adam and Eve He knew
they would disobey. He knew and yet created them anyway. He surely must have had a good
reason.
Do you see? He used man’s failure to introduce the need for a Savior… and used Satan (who
was cast down to earth) as an opposing force to test us and prove our love for God. In the
midst of temptation, difficulty and failure those who truly love God would continue to choose
Him above all else. The Father preparing a bride for Jesus… and Jesus demonstrating His great
love for us by His suffering and death… redeeming us from the hand of the enemy.
What is the meaning of life? To become the bride of Jesus Christ… to know God and to truly
love Him. Those of us who have trusted in Jesus will be His glorious bride and will spend
eternity as the object of His divine affection… ruling and reigning with Him forever!
The Presence of the Lord
Do you remember these biblical examples of God’s manifest presence: the pillar of fire in the
desert, the Glory Cloud filling Solomon’s Temple, a mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire on
the day of Pentecost? Over the years I have been in meetings where the presence of God was
absolutely tangible; His love permeated the room. There was spontaneous repentance, healing
and deliverance, weeping, laughing and shouts of joy! Lives were forever changed! Shouldn’t
we continue to seek His powerful transforming presence?
We do not know how God will manifest Himself the next time He pours out His Spirit but are
you willing to flow with Him? Historically, many who participated in a genuine move of God

ended up criticizing His next move because it was different from what they were familiar with.
Let us not be one of these.
Jesus said: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 3:20). Dear disciple, this
scripture is often used for evangelism, but in context it is actually Jesus speaking to His
Church. Will you open the door and allow Him into His Church even if He operates outside your
usual way of doing things… beyond your comfort zone?
Timing
When things don’t happen when you think they should be sure to remember that God is in
control of all things… and His timing is always perfect. When you become impatient and
complain you are actually complaining against God.
Why the wait? 1) to prepare you 2) to prepare others that will be involved 3) to prepare the
circumstances. All of these will converge with the right people, in the right place, at the right
time. This is almost too amazing to comprehend. God has many good things planned for you
but He loves you too much to give them before you are ready. When my sons were 5 they
wanted to play with sharp knives. They also wanted to drive a car when they were 10. My little
girl wanted to be a mommy. I think you get the point. God’s timing is always perfect. Allow
Him to prepare you for your blessing.
Time to Declare the Truth
Christians are to extend God’s love to everyone… showing kindness and giving comfort to all.
This is God’s loving heart toward all mankind. There is, however, a time to declare the truth of
God’s word, clearly stating what is good and what is evil... and to proclaim that Jesus is the
only way to heaven. Our God is loving... He is also holy and just. There are serious
consequences for disobeying God.
There Will Be Opposition
You need to count the cost before serving the Lord (Luke 14:25-33). You must be willing to pay
the price. After sharing some of my own examples of opposition, if you think that I am brave
and you are not… you are totally misunderstanding. I was and still am a weak and foolish
vessel (1Cor.1:27) and I’m not trying to sound humble. Everything done in Christ is by His
grace and by the power of His Spirit. You must simply be willing. Where are the adults and
youth who are willing to die for Jesus?
Time for Discipleship Training
The Lord has been repeatedly showing me the great need for discipleship training in the
church. There has been plenty of “milk” lately and now it’s time for the “meat” of character
development, obedience, commitment, denying self, etc. We are being conformed to the image
of Christ (Rom.8:29). There are many aspects of the Christian faith… so many things to be
taught. Over the years the pendulum swings from one extreme to the other: the love of God,
the fear of God… His great mercy, His terrible judgment. We have recently been in a season
filled with teachings of God's grace. Now it's time for some serious well-balanced discipleship
training. But you already know this… Now encourage others to be discipled.

Times and Seasons
Many are frustrated because they do not know the times and seasons of their life… neither do
they understand what God is doing in His church or in the world. The Lord chided the people for
not recognizing the signs of the times. Dear child of God, the Holy Spirit within you is more
than willing to help you discern what is happening; please ask Him. Having said that, it is not
for you to know ALL things; some mysteries are reserved for the Father alone. (i.e. when Jesus
will return) Nonetheless, if you are to walk in peace, it would seem wise to understand these
things.
You can easily see the change of seasons in nature, also in human development... from
childhood to adulthood. So too, the discerning Christian can observe the changing seasons in
the spiritual realm. How good it would be for you to recognize them.
What are times and seasons? ‘Times’ are usually considered to be a shorter period …maybe
days or weeks. 'Seasons,' on the other hand, are longer periods of time… perhaps months or
years. (In the scripture these terms are sometimes used interchangeably.) There are seasons
of blessings and fruitfulness and also deserts of leanness. There are times and seasons to
learn… and then to teach, a season to build, a time to rest, and so on… Do you understand?
You may now find yourself in a season of fruitfulness. But if the Omniscient, in His loving
wisdom, has placed you in a time or season of pruning do you know how to respond? Are you
still trying to promote your work? Hasn’t it been painful to have the doors repeatedly closed?
Why do you keep trying to open them! Shouldn’t you simply resign to the purposes of God and
allow Him to complete the process? You would have so much more peace.
Be encouraged, beloved. Who you are now is not who you will be. This time/season will not last
forever. You are being prepared, even transformed. You are destined to bear abundant fruit in
this life... and then become His radiant Bride for all eternity! What a glorious future you have!
"To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven..." Ecclesiastes 3:1
To Those Living in the United States
Can you read the signs of the times? We are in grave danger, America. Almighty God has given
birth to this nation and our foundation was laid upon His Word; our system of justice inspired
by the Law of Moses. We have been mightily blessed... perhaps more than any other nation.
There was a time when we sought the Lord; there was not only the freedom to worship, but the
desire to do so. In fact, the government nurtured the free expression of religion. Family life
was considered sacred; children were shielded from evil; public service and self-sacrifice were
the norm.
How things have changed! Over the years, the love of money and the pursuit of pleasure have
blinded us. Prayer has been removed from the public schools and humanism with situational
ethics have been taught… replacing moral absolutes. Public displays of religious symbols have
been outlawed; pornography and sexual promiscuity have been endorsed. Homosexuality and
same sex marriage is now the norm and abortion has taken the lives of millions of babies! We
have turned your back on God and have embraced convenience and pleasure.
Woe to you, judges, politicians, teachers, and liberal church leaders who have promoted
immorality and governmental policies that lead to the erosion of our foundation. You have set
yourself above God, refusing to obey His ways. You have ridiculed and maligned those who
adhere to Biblical teaching. You have chosen your own way, the way of foolishness. You have
set your own house on fire.

Open your eyes! The increased divorce rate has taken a great toll on our society,
psychologically and economically. Children have been seriously affected; rebellion and
delinquency are on the rise. Kids are shooting other kids in our streets and schools. (We have
removed the Ten Commandments from our schools and replaced them with metal detectors!)
Drug addiction and alcoholism are pandemic. Tens of thousands are dying from sexually
transmitted diseases. Depression and fear have gripped the hearts of millions. And yet, there
are still those who seek to remove all semblance of religion from public life. Can't you see that
these social ills are the direct result of abandoning the ways of God?
Return to your roots, America, before it’s too late. Why can't you see that? God is merciful; He
would much rather show mercy than judgment. He has temporarily held back His hand of
judgment in response to the cries of His people. He is giving us time to turn away from our
sins. Don't refuse to listen; we must turn from our rebellious ways.
Our enemies have increased; they are already within our borders planning our demise. Do you
think it’s a coincidence that there is a looming threat of terrorism? The Lord will not strive with
us forever. Unrighteousness has increased, not decreased. Child molestation is among the
rising statistics! If we continue to ignore the laws of God and push Him away, we will be left
without His protection. Our enemies will have their way... death and destruction will follow. We
must repent of our sins now and turn back to the Lord.
“Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He will have
mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55: 6-7) This is the
word of the Lord.
Today’s Ministry… Every Believer is a Minister
I asked the Pepsi guy if he wanted prayer. He told me he didn’t need any… I then began to
prophesy to him as the Lord spoke… no comment. Prayed and prophesied to the customer
service manager in Walmart, ministered healing to the server at Subway and as I was driving
the Lord pointed out an older woman pushing a shopping cart…so I turned around and asked if
she wanted prayer. She is a Christian and said she needed some. God is good! He loves people
so much.
Through the ages most of Christianity believed that the clergy should do all the ministry. The
people sat in the pews and observed. Nevertheless, the Lord has been working to change this
mindset. He has empowered us with His Spirit and given spiritual gifts. Full time ministry is not
reserved for paid clergy. If you are filled with God’s Spirit YOU are in full time ministry… in your
home, your neighborhood, at work, at church… when you go shopping or out to eat. Allow the
Lord to minister through you… and He will.
Toes Healed
I prayed for a man's toes that were discolored from lack of circulation. The doctors told him
they may have to remove them. When I laid hands on his foot I was filled with Holy Spirit faith
and boldly declared, “These toes will not be cut off” and commanded restored circulation and
healing in the name of Jesus. I saw him a few weeks later… his toes were fine, the circulation
completely restored! Praise and glory to Jesus Christ the healer! You can do this too: “lay
hands on the sick and they will recover.” Mark 16:18

Tongues
This topic has caused so much controversy and division in the church. It is hard to understand
why… since there are multiple scriptural references. As we advance God’s kingdom many will
be baptized in the Holy Spirit. It is important for you to know these things, disciple… and be
able to explain them to others:
There are three types of supernatural ‘tongues’ mentioned in scripture:
1) speaking in unknown languages... yet understood by the listeners (Acts 2:4),
2) a prayer language understood by God (1Cor. 14:2)
3) speaking forth a prophetic message from God in an unknown language (1Cor. 14:27,28).
The latter should only be done when the one speaking can also interpret or there is one
available who can supernaturally interpret using another gift of the Spirit: The Gift of
Interpretation of Tongues.
Tongues is not the most important gift and should not be magnified... but neither should it be
minimized. About 20 years into his ministry, Paul told the Corinthians that he spoke in tongues
more than all of them (1Cor. 14:18) and that he wished they all spoke in tongues (1Cor. 14:5).
What the Gift Is:
A. This is the power to speak supernaturally by the Holy Spirit, in a language not known to
the one possessing this Gift.
B. This Gift is manifested when the believer is in cooperation with the Holy Spirit, "...and
began to speak in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance..." (Acts 2:4). The Holy Spirit
gives the utterance or the words, but the believer must speak it out.
C. The Gift of Tongues is a new inspired tongue that is given to the believer spontaneously to
be shared with the congregation. This gift is always used in cooperation with the Gift of
Interpretation of Tongues. The interpretation could come from the same individual used to
bring forth the message in tongues or could come from another. If an interpretation does not
come forth, this does not invalidate the genuineness of the message in tongues. Someone
could have the interpretation but is unwilling to speak it.
D. When someone is speaking in a supernatural prayer language (tongues) they are speaking
to God. They are declaring mysteries of the Spirit (I Cor. 14:2), and also blessing God and
magnifying Him (Acts 2:11; 10:46; I Cor. 14:16). You are edifying yourself, building yourself
up in the Spirit (I Cor. 14:4, Jude 20, I Cor. 14:14;15).
E. The Gift of Tongues is given as a Sign to Unbelievers to behold (I Cor. 14:21,22; Acts 2:412) that God is in their midst.
Example: "A Chinese student named Wang, aged seventeen, received the Baptism in the Spirit
at Luh Hsi, China, in 1927. Speaking in other tongues he was clearly understood in English, a
language he never knew. His very words are recorded by the missionary who heard him. 'Those
that walk with him in White and are faithful will ascend at his appearing. Behold, He is coming
very soon!' Wang knew nothing of the coming of the Lord. "One of our missionaries, also of the
Congo was present when a young man of his Flock received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. He
was amazed to hear the man speaking in perfect English, repeating Old Testament instances of
creation and history. He knew no word of English and nothing of the instances he was
recording..." (These two excerpts from "The Gifts of The Spirit" by Harold Horton; pgs.145)
Tongues and Interpretation (two Gifts of the Holy Spirit), when manifested together by a
believer is equivalent to the Gift of Prophecy (I Cor. 14:5)

The Gift of Tongues can be manifested more readily in a disciple who exercises the prayer
language they received at their Holy Spirit Baptism. There is no doubt that as one begins to use
the gift(s) that God has placed in them they will begin to see that gift develop. The Spiritual
Law of Use, "To him that has, more shall be given, and from him that has not shall be taken
away even that he has..."
Traditional Hindrance
When Hudson Taylor began to preach in China (1850’s) he dressed like an Englishman. The
people gawked and laughed. Then he dressed like the Chinese and wore his hair as they did…
head shaved except for a long ponytail. They began to listen to him… and souls were saved!
Dear disciple, shouldn’t we do the same? Why cling to your traditional ways? Seek the Lord and
be led by His Spirit. Never compromise the truth of the scripture but package the truth in the
culture of the people. Yes, even in America.
If your religious rules prevent you from ministering in your local bar… your traditions and rules
are hindering you from being Christ-like. Let the love of God flow where He is most needed
(Mark 2:16-17). Consider starting a weekly Bible study there… and pray for the sick. It’s time
to do things differently!
Train Tracks
The freight train of fruitful ministry runs on 2 rails: character development and ministry
experience. These rails must run side by side or you will suffer loss. You have learned to heal
the sick and cast out demons but you must also learn to walk in the Spirit… and not fulfill the
lust of the flesh (Gal. 5:16). Both tracks are absolutely necessary. Don’t wait until you've got it
all right before you minister to others… simply allow the Lord to do His work IN you and
THROUGH you. Both are the work of the Holy Spirit; both are by God's grace.
Transition
There are many who are now in a time of transition. You are dissatisfied with where you are or
what you’re doing. Deep within, you know there is MORE. Make the time to seek the Lord,
listen for His still, small voice and carefully observe changing circumstances. Don’t leave your
current God-given assignment because of frustration or offense… wait on the Lord. Ask for
confirmation, receive wise counsel… and move forward by the leading of the Spirit. You are
about to enter your destiny!
True Worship
"But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth." John 4:23-24
Many within the Church, even within our own community, have not entered into the depths of
true worship… but have remained in the soulish realm. The Lord desires worship to be “in spirit
and truth.” Excitement of the flesh is good and a stirring of the soul is necessary, however, this
is not worship. Most likely, the word praise would better describe this. During these rousing
moments we sway to the beat and declare the attributes of God… singing songs about His
greatness and goodness, etc.
Worship is much different though. We now begin to focus on Him, singing directly to Him,
offering our intimate love and gratitude. True worship dictates that our hearts, our spirits be

fully engaged. Adoration, awe, fascination, reverence, intimacy, communion, these are words
that best describe the deeper places of worship. The Lord desires for us to move into this
place… and all believers are welcome. “The Father is seeking such to worship Him.” In fact,
“those who worship MUST worship in spirit and truth.” Remember, we enter His gates with
thanksgiving and His courts with praise. And because of the blood of Jesus we can now precede
to the Holy Place… even the Most Holy of Holies. The veil has been torn!
In this place, truth becomes apparent; falsity and foolishness evaporate; repentance begins to
flow as His truth penetrates our innermost being... the magnificent holiness of God is allpervasive. He and He alone, becomes the object of our attention and our affection. Dear
disciple, this is true worship!
Some Christians are very limited in experience and understanding, thinking that their particular
way is the best and the only way to please God. Are you like that, disciple? Our God is the
great King over all the earth. He is so BIG, so amazing. His awesome creativity is displayed
throughout the universe. His diversity permeates His entire creation.
Do we really think that our majestic, multifaceted God, the One who made such an assortment
of peoples, plants and animals, stars and planets, and the myriad of yet unseen things, would
be fully satisfied with one style or expression of praise and worship, be it Presbyterian or
Pentecostal? Selah! Some believers shout; some are quiet. Some play expensive instruments
while others, around the world, bang sticks together. Some meet in cavernous cathedrals,
others in tiny homes. Which way is best? Surely, God allows us to have preferences.
Haven't we got it yet? Jesus chided the Pharisees for their legalistic adherence. Praise and
worship is not about the format of our service or the style of music. It is about our heart, a
heart filled with gratitude and love made manifest through a multitude of expressions, songs
and service. The Lord desires to be worshiped in spirit and truth. Anything less is mere religion.
Glorious Father, please open my eyes to Your ways and open my heart to lovingly accept my
brothers and sisters in Christ who express their worship in ways that I am not accustomed.
Stretch me, Lord, to experience greater intimacy with You. Take me to the highest heights of
praise and the deepest depths of worship - I desire to worship You in spirit and truth. I ask this
in Jesus’ precious name.
Two Ways of Viewing Christianity
As previously mentioned, (there are 2 ways of looking at Christianity: 1) God always wants us
to be happy and have everything go smoothly for us. 2) God is refining us and uses adversity
to conform us to the image of Christ. The former seems good. I mean, after all God is a loving
Father. Unfortunately, this mentality blames a lot of problems on the devil and you spend a lot
of energy rebuking him. And when you find that you can’t pray away your problems or bind the
devil you think is causing them… you become discouraged and disheartened. This way of
thinking also causes some to run away from difficult things, believing, “This can’t be God’s will
for me.”
On the contrary, if you understand that God has allowed your current adverse situation and is
using it to strengthen you or expose some areas in your life that need change, you will find a
measure of comfort in knowing that He is in control of all things and will only allow those things
that will work for your good. He truly is a loving Father who desires His sons and daughters to
mature and bear much fruit… and uses opposition to help us grow. Surely there are times to
bind the devil and push him back… and there are times to praise and thank God in the midst of
trouble… trusting Him to work it for your good.

Uncomfortable for Jesus
Your Lord is challenging you today to follow Him where there is little light. He wants you to
trust Him for provision… and may even ask you to give more than you can afford. He asks you
to love the unlovable, be His witness in a hostile environment, to stand for truth and
righteousness and not be ashamed of Him or His teachings. Dear disciple, Christianity can be
an uncomfortable place. Are you willing to be uncomfortable for Jesus?
Understanding God… One More Time
Some people can’t get their head around the concept of a loving Father God allowing adversity,
even suffering into the lives of His children. Nevertheless, it is everywhere in scripture… Old
and New Testament. Hopefully this will help you understand: Consider a good earthly father.
He loves his children and provides for them, he encourages, teaches and corrects them. He
also disciplines them when they disobey. You may not have had a father like this… but you
should know this is true.
I love my children very much. When they were young I would make them do things they didn’t
want to do… clean their room, rake leaves, do their homework, etc. I was not a slave driver - I
let them rest but then I expected them to finish the job. They would whine and complain like
kids do… but they would complete the work. I would also discipline them when necessary. As a
result, they are all mature adults who can handle the responsibilities of family and career. They
show up for work on time and complete their daily assignments… and do it all very well
according to their gifts and talents. (I am so proud of each of them.)
It's not so hard to understand God. He chose to reveal Himself as a loving Father. But we need
to accept that a loving Father is not all about hugs and kisses and blessing... sometimes there
is difficult training and discipline. But this leads to a maturity that will persevere and endure
and bear the responsibilities of true sonship. God wants you to know how much He loves you…
and what true love really means.
“Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall
we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed for
a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be
partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful;
nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been
trained by it.” Heb.12:9-11
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your
faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing.” James 1:2-4
“Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward
man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” 2Cor. 4:16-17
“For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first,
what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now “If the righteous one is
scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” Therefore, let those who suffer
according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.”
1Peter 4:17-19

Unity
The Lord is stirring me to again remind you to cultivate unity. Please consider this: (1) There
was a glorious outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 1727 through a group called the Moravians. Not
long before this powerful visitation there was such contention and division that they refused to
speak with each other for months. (2) When Hudson Taylor was bringing his first group of
missionaries to China in 1866 a major argument nearly caused the team to turn back. (3) Just
prior to the Brownsville Revival (1995) some of John Kilpatrick's closest friends and leaders left
the ministry as a result of personal offense… and the list goes on.
The enemy frequently uses offense and division to hinder the advancement of God’s kingdom.
He will continue to use these same tactics in your church, home and workplace. Please receive
this word and do whatever is necessary: humble yourself, forgive, ask for forgiveness,
reconcile... and move forward in love. “…walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,
with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Eph. 4:1-3
Unity in ministry is so important to the Lord. Nevertheless, we will surely disagree on some
doctrines and methods. When we serve the Lord together I will operate in the gifts of the
Spirit, as the Spirit leads, and you are free to minister as you are led. Let us love one another
and never hinder each other from fulfilling the purposes of God.
Universalism
Jesus Christ suffered and died for the forgiveness of our sins. He proved He was the son of God
and boldly declared He was the only way to heaven. Don’t think you are a Christian if you
believe there are many ways to God. You are a universalist. When you believe there are other
ways to God you are saying, “Jesus, you wasted your time. You really didn’t need to shed your
blood for me... there are many ways for me to get to heaven.”
You may be a nice person, not wanting to exclude anyone, but this is a big deception. God does
not want to exclude anyone either. He loves the world so much that He sacrificed His only son.
Everyone is invited to trust in Jesus Christ. Universalism is a fast-growing lie. In our pluralistic
society it is offensive to claim there is only one way to God… and many are cowering, even
accepting this lie so not to offend. Jesus clearly declared He was the ONLY way to the Father.
Disciple, you must not be ashamed of this profound truth: “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Someday you may even die
for believing this.
Waiting on the Lord
“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31
You have often heard the term ‘wait on the Lord,’ but what does that really mean? No one likes
to wait. It brings to mind long lines at the grocery store, long periods of boredom at the
airport, or standing in the freezing cold waiting for the bus. In this sense, waiting is passive
and troublesome. But consider this understanding: What do you call those who serve you at
the restaurant? Waiters, of course! And what do they do, they serve!
A dignitary or a wealthy person has a ‘wait staff.’ These men and women stand attentively at
beckon call to fulfill their employers every need. Can you picture this? This is how you are to
‘wait’ on the Lord. Not in a passive mode, but with anticipation of fulfilling His every desire. And

what might those desires be… something grand? Perhaps on occasion, but usually the
mundane: “Could you get me something to eat?” “Please pour me another glass of water.”
“Would you be so kind as to shine my shoes and brush the lint from my jacket?”
If you wait in a passive mode, beloved, you may become bored and distracted. (I once missed
a plane while waiting… becoming distracted while engaged in conversation.) Some of you have
been waiting on the Lord for many years, He has spoken prophetically to you and these things
have been confirmed. Nonetheless, you have waited, not days, or months, but decades. Don’t
fall asleep beloved; don’t become distracted. Wait with attentiveness. The Master is about to
fulfill His promises to you. But look what has been accomplished in the meantime: You have
learned so many things; you have gained wisdom and understanding. Soon you will be ready to
enter into your destiny.
This brings to mind a couple who were called to Africa. They heard the word of the Lord; they
raised support money; sold their belongings; and then… the door closed, and they could not
go. What a reversal, what an embarrassment! They waited for God to open another door… and
they waited, and waited! What did they do during this season? They learned contentment;
served others, and worked at a Bible camp where many skills were needed; they also grew
spiritually. And then finally, 20 years later, the Lord sent them to Africa! Dear saint, this couple
has been directly responsible for starting well over 200 discipleship training schools throughout
East Africa… and thousands have been saved!
Walk in the Spirit
Let me remind you again, disciple, God wants His children to learn to walk in the Spirit.
Nevertheless, our carnality frequently gets in the way. When we indulge our flesh, we get
distracted from the things that really matter. There is so much more than just trying to be a
good person and staying away from sin. We are called to a supernatural existence… to be filled
with His Spirit and operate in spiritual authority, using our spiritual gifts. Don’t focus on
yourself and your weakness. Focus on Jesus and remember who you are - you are a child of
God. It’s time to act like it!
What is your purpose in life? Learn to hear God's voice and then do what He asks in the power
of His Spirit. Ask God to baptize you with His Spirit. This is your doorway to supernatural living.
Walmart Healing
As I was on my way shopping the Lord reminded me of the guy at the oil change place whose
back was healed. I perceived He wanted to heal someone. Anyway, I prayed for 4… and believe
He healed them all! I asked a Walmart employee whom I had prayed for before (not for
healing) if he had any pain. He said he recently tore his pectoral (chest) muscle… so I spoke
healing in Jesus' name. He looked surprised as he moved his arm and shoulder and declared it
was better. I told him I was glad the Lord had done this and he said, “I always feel better after
you pray! I wish you would come in more often!” All praise and glory to Jesus Christ!
I have been developing conversational relationships with a few of the employees wherever I
shop and some are beginning to open up to me… even confessing their weaknesses. One has
professed faith in Christ and little by little the Lord is drawing the others. They are sensing His
loving kindness and presence when I pray for them. And yes, some avoid me. I believe they
feel convicted. It seems they prefer the darkness for now, but God will lovingly pursue them.
Remember, you can do this too.

Warning
If you have been trying to get the Lord to confirm something that you know in your heart is not
pleasing to Him… be careful. The Lord wants you to know that if you turn away from this now
you will be blessed with someone/something much better. If you insist on having your own way
you will regret it. This is the word of the Lord.
Watered Down Version
Dear disciple, be sure to teach these things: Your heavenly Father desires an intimate personal
relationship with you. Please don’t be satisfied with a watered-down version of Christianity,
offering Him mere religious practices. He wants your heart. Or worse yet, don’t give Him a
mixture of tradition and secular humanism. Jesus Christ, God’s only son, suffered and died to
make a way for you to have a relationship with His Father. He is the only way to heaven. Turn
from your sins, invite Jesus into your life as Lord and Savior… and begin the incredible journey
of knowing, loving and serving your true Father, the glorious creator of heaven and earth.
Wave of Evangelism
I believe the Lord has shown me there will soon be another wave of evangelism released IN
THE USA! This will be the work of the Holy Spirit… and you will hear His call. He is looking for
those who are willing to work with Him. Tell the Lord you want to be a part of this. Pray… and
learn how to win souls. Many will be brought to the Lord through your personal testimony. In
addition, thousands of evangelists will be raised up and sent to villages and cities throughout
America. Either way, signs and wonders will accompany the proclamation of the Gospel. Get
ready!
We Need the Holy Spirit
Every Christian needs the power of the Holy Spirit to fulfill their purpose. The Gifts of the Spirit
(1Cor. 12) are supernatural tools given to us by God. I’m not sure why every Christian doesn’t
desire them but I think that some have been deceived into believing they are not for today. I
can only say that I have seen believers all over the world filled with the Holy Spirit and using
His gifts… bearing abundant fruit that remains. How far do you expect to go in your own
strength?
Weaknesses
Stop looking at your weaknesses and inabilities. This has been a hindrance to you. It has also
become your excuse for not serving your Lord. “And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for
you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 2Cor. 12:9
What About Me?
“What about me?” These words are very dangerous! They lead to self-pity, the doorway to
carnality. Once this door is opened you give yourself an excuse to escape into those things that
feed your flesh and hinder your spirit. Dear disciple, you should be in the process of dying to
self while learning to trust God. The truth is, if you’ve given your life to Jesus you have no
rights; you belong to Him! You come and go as He directs… and will be disappointed if you
attempt to make your own way. Beloved, God loves you. He is for you, not against you. Please
trust Him with everything in your life.

I have now served the Lord for nearly 40 years. He has taken me to many nations and has
shown me awesome things. I have also fumbled and failed. In retrospect, just prior to failing I
would think, “What about me? What about my right to be happy? What about my needs, etc.?”
Be careful! These thoughts often precede self-centered actions. Some of you are thinking like
this right now. Lay down your rights and allow God to make a way for you. This is the word of
the Lord.
What is Love?
What is love? 1Cor.13 gives us a good description… and we know that God Himself is love. He
is kind and merciful, very patient and slow to anger. He encourages and nurtures us with words
of life and hope. What an awesome Father He is! But is this a complete definition of love?
Hebrews 12:6 tells us that fatherly love includes correction and discipline. “For whom the Lord
loves He chastens…” I’m sorry to say that over these past years many children have been
raised with very little discipline (not beating) and now they pridefully refuse correction and
have little respect for authority. Please follow my train of thought:
If we in the church only speak about God’s grace and love… thinking this will cause everyone to
live in a manner pleasing to God, isn’t it a bit like giving your kids a hug after they do
something wrong, telling them how much you love them and then expect them to never do it
again? Sounds good, but does it work? I think you know that the flesh is weak and the devil is
a liar.
Sometimes a strong warning is needed to help your children obey … and if they don’t heed the
warning it will be necessary to follow through with the appropriate discipline. In the same way
the church needs to occasionally warn the people: “If you use God’s grace as an excuse to sin
you should expect to be disciplined by God… and it may be very painful.” Please understand.
The fear of a serious consequence is a good thing. (If you have any doubt, consider Jesus’
strong warning to the churches in Rev. 2,3.)
I’m not talking about those who struggle with weakness… earnestly repenting and trying to get
it right. God is merciful and draws near to those with a broken and contrite heart. I am
speaking of the many Christians who take the love of God for granted. Since the scriptures
clearly prove that God will chasten His children, you can be sure He will chasten a nation that
has turned away from Him… unless we repent. This is true love.
What Won't You Let Go Of?
How often you espouse an undying allegiance to our Lord. "I will do your will, Jesus; use me!"
Nonetheless, there lingers within you a hindrance... something that stunts your spiritual growth
and development, occasionally tarnishing your witness. Is it your pride, or perhaps a particular
self-indulgent habit, your anger or critical spirit? What is it that you won’t to surrender?
It is very unpopular to speak like this when much of the world needs to hear of God's love,
mercy and grace. Most certainly, you are not disqualified because of your weakness. But for
those desiring to win the prize, those who want to shake free from the mediocrity of the
current form of anemic Christianity, it is absolutely essential to be challenged, rebuked and
disciplined. Are you willing to receive this?
The Master lovingly affirms you and builds you up. His love is lavished upon you; His blessings
far more than we deserve. God is merciful, gracious; slow to anger, abounding in mercy. He
realizes that we are weak and flawed. He has referred to us as dust, even grass that withers,
but make no mistake: He wants you to 'get it right;' He wants you to stop sinning.

In your struggle with self and sin, remember that the question of obedience is never "Can I or
can't I?" but will I or won't I? The word of God says that you are not permitted to be tempted
beyond what you can bear. The Lord makes a way of escape. Grace is abundant where sin
abounds, but you must avail yourself. What are you actually doing to gain victory?
In the past, your 'pet sin' has given you pleasure or in some way afforded escape or
gratification or comfort. This is why you have continued to do it. You thought that it filled a
'need.' And then God began to gently convict you. If you didn't respond, He probably increased
the pressure and you began to feel the sting, the downside of sin. No doubt, the pressure will
increase until you submit. However, things could be worse. God could leave you alone, giving
you up to your own devices. (Now that's a scary thought.) Acknowledge your sin, beloved. It
does no good to justify yourself or blame another. Repent and surrender this sin to the Lord.
What You Think About Yourself
Dear disciple, it is not what others say about you that will defeat you… but what you think
about yourself. We can become our own worst enemy. Do you understand? Stop looking at
your weakness and failure. You are a child of God. “...but one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14). Your Father has
many good things ahead for you. He also has work for you to do. It’s time.
Where Do We Go from Here? …What to do after the Glory falls.
God has answered your prayers! A pure work of grace, unearned and undeserved has
refreshed, renewed and revived your congregation! Praise His wonderful name!
The Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of many. There has been conviction of sin and
repentance. Relationships are being restored as you learn to forgive one another. The fruit of
the Spirit is being ignited in your lives as well as the power to overcome sin. The old, familiar
passages have now been illuminated and a hunger for prayer, worship and the reading of
scripture has increased. Some have been empowered for fruitful ministry. Surely God has
visited His people! All Glory to our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let’s take a look at Acts 2:42: The Holy Spirit had just fallen on 120 disciples in the upper
room on Pentecost. Peter preached and about 3,000 were added and baptized.... “And they
continued steadfastly in the Apostles doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in
prayers.”
Continue in sound doctrine
It is important to note that the disciples continued steadfastly in sound doctrine. A visitation of
the Holy Spirit is not a new doctrine. It is a glorious spiritual experience that accomplishes all
of the above and more. There could be a tendency however to be enraptured in experience
alone. Remember, we are not seeking a ‘feeling’. We are seeking God. Let us continue in
sound, biblical teaching… especially the Gospel.
Maintain the unity of the Spirit…
It is also vital to maintain fellowship, the breaking of bread. In other words, UNITY. There are
those who have jumped into the middle of God’s ‘river’ and there are those who are standing
on the banks wondering if this truly is God’s river. Let us “endeavor to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Eph. 4:1-3.

Our advice to you who are in the river: Don’t try to pull those who are standing on the banks
into the water… And to you who are on the banks: Don’t criticize those who are taking a swim.
Seek divine guidance with an open heart and mind. You have been asking God to do something
in your church. He is answering your prayers!
Take the time to pray
Our God desires that we be intimate with Him. This should be our highest goal…our deepest
yearning. We must take the time to seek His will and continue to ask Him for revival. (personal,
congregational, community, national and international.) This is what God is doing in this hour.
We should be praying what He is doing.
We recommend a regular weekly prayer meeting where you can worship and ask God to
continue to pour out His Spirit. (You may find a need to do this even more often.)
Spiritual Warfare
Offensive, as opposed to defensive (Eph.6) warfare means that you are to use the authority
that God has given you to “bind the strong man” (Matt.12:29) and demolish the gates of hell
(Matt.16:18) rescuing those held captive. You must trample scorpions, serpents and all the
power of the enemy (Luke 10:19).
Do it…in Jesus name!
Keep yourself clean
Ask God to reveal your ‘self-deceptions’ and give Him permission to do whatever necessary to
pluck out deep rooted sin. Preachers, preach repentance regularly!
Learn to hear the voice of God
He desires to lead you by His Spirit…individually and corporately. Don’t push forward your own
plans. Wait on the Lord! Surely, He uses our sanctified intellect and reasoning but always yield
to His direction…even if it is not logical or expedient. The Bible is full of examples of divine
guidance that defies the wisdom of man. (Gideon’s army, the battle of Jericho, Jehoshaphat’s
victory, the cross of Christ)
Give the Holy Spirit time and space to move in your services
Your services should be flexible. Always be open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Let Him
interrupt your plans. For example: You have sung your usual worship songs and it is now time
for the message but the Spirit is prompting to continue with worship. Be willing to delay or
forget the message and flow with worship (both Pastor and worship leader should discern this)
or the Lord may call for a time of ministry during the worship time. We have found this to be
very effective. Be ready for testimonies and the operation of the gifts of the Spirit like prophecy
and a word of knowledge. Don’t forget to explain the manifestations of the Holy Spirit to new
comers. Some congregations have an additional service or services to facilitate the moving of
the Holy Spirit. (As many as 6 per week.) These services consist of worship, a brief message
and personal ministry through the laying on of hands.
Encourage participation in your services
Encourage personal testimonies, scripture readings and prophetic words... modeling the 1st
century church: “Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.”
1Cor. 14:26
Let the gifts flow…Do not quench the Spirit

Learn and practice the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit as recorded in I Corinth.12-14
and provide regular opportunities for praying for the sick. As people are learning how to use
these gifts there should be much grace for occasional mistakes.
Expect God to use you
The Lord has used His servants to impart the blessing of the Holy Spirit to your
congregation…Now expect God to use you to impart the Holy Spirit to others. We have seen
this happen all over the world. You do not need those who initially imparted the blessing. You
have the Holy Spirit within you. Let Him flow out of you like “rivers of living waters.”
Invite new people
Continue to invite new people to your meetings… family, friends, co-workers. The Lord wants to
save, heal and deliver them also….and fill them with His Spirit. Be aware that not everyone will
respond to your invitation. Sometimes as few as one out of seven. Don’t give up, keep asking.
As long as new people are coming, the Lord will ‘pour out’ to meet their needs.
There will be critics
The Holy Spirit has been opposed throughout history.... most of the time by religious people.
The Old Testament prophets were stoned and killed, even Jesus was considered to be of the
devil. The reformers were excommunicated and the revivalists were labeled fanatics.
The physical manifestations of the presence of the Holy Spirit have been disconcerting to
many: falling, shaking, weeping, laughing etc. This is nothing new. Many of these
manifestations can be seen in scripture and there is also well documented historical precedence
especially during times of revival. Plain and Simple: This is what happens when a holy,
awesome, all powerful God touches a mere human. Let us not focus on the manifestations.
These are trivial. God is changing lives and this we desperately need.
Keep the well open
You have been given a great privilege and also a responsibility. God has opened a well of
refreshing in your midst. It will require a measure of vigilance and diligence to keep it open.
Many wells have opened around the world but some have been plugged by the rocks and soil of
‘flesh’. This may rear its head in the form of pride, control, strife, division or any other sin. (It
has been our experience that manifestations, done ‘in the flesh’, do not hinder the flow of the
Spirit...but public correction will quench the Spirit.)
If your motives remain pure (to bless God and bless others) and you don’t try to control the
flow of the Spirit and you don’t ‘grow weary in well doing’... you may actually dig this well
deeper and wider. His Glorious presence may increase to the point of affecting your whole
community and beyond.
All of hell will come against you, but press into God. Seek His face, not only His hand. Earnestly
hunger and thirst and ask for more of Him....more of His presence in your meetings and in your
life. Fall in love with Him. He will satisfy those who hunger for Him.
Be aware that there is so much more
We are extremely grateful for what God has done and what He is doing but we must not think
that this is God’s best. The church has operated with little or no power for so long that we
consider it normal. Any small flow of God’s power may be considered a mighty river. However,
there are several past and present accounts of entire cities being transformed by the presence
of God. We call this revival. His manifest presence (‘concentrated’ presence) has come and
remained in a region for a prolonged season i.e. weeks, months and perhaps years. This
glorious visitation/habitation comes in response to intense spiritual hunger and prayers of

desperation. Let us continue to seek God for such an increase of His presence until He spills out
through our churches into our cities. MORE, much MORE, Lord.
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Maintain the unity of the Spirit
Weekly prayer meetings / personal intimacy with God
Offensive spiritual warfare
Keep yourself clean / preach repentance
Learn to hear the voice of God
Give the Holy Spirit time and space in your services
Encourage Participation in the services
Explain the manifestations to new comers
Learn and practice the operation of the ‘gifts’
Expect God to use you
Invite new people to your meetings
Be willing to pay the price
Keep the well open
Ask for More

Will you move forward with the Holy Spirit? Count the cost! We pray that you are willing to pay
the price and know the great joy and fulfillment of seeing many lives touched by the power of
God.
Who is This?
“Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved” (SoS 8:5)? It is you,
dear one! You are His and He is yours. Having been crucified with Christ you become
abandoned to His purposes and totally dependent upon Him. No longer called servant, but
friend, you are trusted with the secret things. You will pay a price to enter that level of
surrender; your flesh will resist. But know this: It is His work, not yours! Trust Him… and be
grateful. The glorious Creator of the Universe has chosen you! His wonderful and unique plan
for your life is unfolding in His perfect time.
Who Are You?
Dear disciple, the Lord wants me to remind you again of who you are in Christ. Please know
and believe that you are a true son or daughter of the Most High God. You did not choose Him,
He chose you. And because you have trusted in His son, Jesus, He has given you genuine
spiritual authority by the power of His Spirit. He wants you to be led by His Spirit and use this
authority to help establish His kingdom. Serve others, walk in humility, be bold, “Be of good
courage, and let us be strong for our people and for the cities of our God” (1Chr. 19:13).
Women in Ministry
“Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are
to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them ask their
own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.” 1Cor 14:34-35 “Let a
woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have
authority over a man, but to be in silence. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was
not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. Nevertheless, she will be
saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.”
1Tim 2:11-15

It would seem that this topic should have been played out by now, but if you are anything like
me there may still be a need to discuss it. And you know that I’m willing to touch on the
controversial things… so here it goes. I hope you are willing to learn something. After all, some
have drawn a line in the sand and refuse to go there. We must hold our peripheral doctrines
loosely so that we can continue to grow:
We have seen them, admired their gifts and have been blessed by their ministry, but what
about the prohibition passages found in 1Corintians 14: 34-35 and 1 Timothy 2: 11-15? I had
stumbled over these for years. I asked the Lord, read various authors, and still there was a
lingering doubt. I did make progress though, mostly because my spirit was resonating with
God’s Spirit and He was teaching me.
Some years ago, I believed that a woman should not be a pastor. It was fine for her to be a
prophetess or an evangelist but not a pastor who had authority over a man. As time went on,
however, I began to embrace the concept of delegated authority. Do you know what I mean? I
felt it was OK as long as she was under the authority of a man. Interesting how we grow, isn’t
it? I mean, I knew godly women, anointed and filled with truth. They told me with all honesty
that God had called them to be a pastor… and I wanted to believe them.
In addition, many female missionaries, apostles as it were, have gone to the nations to bring
the gospel and disciple the nationals… men, women and children. No one seemed to mind
women doing that, but how did this line-up with scripture?
I was well aware that throughout history there have been many who strictly adhered to what
they believed to be scriptural truth only to find they had missed it…the Pharisees being a
blatant example. So, I did not judge. Many anointed male leaders had already heard from the
Lord in this matter including Peter Wagner and Jack Hayford but I wanted to hear too. And it
seemed that this process was moving at a glacial pace. Well, thank God for an article written
by Dr. Gary Greig, "Biblical Foundations for Women Alongside Men in Ministry." Apart from the
fact that his presentation was intelligent, logical and believable, it was also Spirit-life giving. In
addition, and perhaps most convincing, Gary is an expert in Bible languages. This makes his
interpretation of the aforementioned “prohibition” passages most palatable. Please hear what
he says:
“1Cor 14:33-35 appears to forbid women from speaking in public worship. But a close reading
of the Greek text shows that this passage forbids wives, not women in general from speaking
out disruptively in the context of their husbands judging prophecy. Greek gune can be
translated “woman” or “wife.” It requires the translation “wife” in this passage because
husbands are mentioned in 14:35. The sense “wife” is the clear connotation of the Greek gune
in 14:35. So we are talking about husbands and wives in this passage and not women in
general. The picture we get in 1Cor 14:29-39 concerns judging prophecy. These wives were
apparently speaking disruptively over their husbands who were the recognized authorities to
judge prophecy. This certainly could not be referring to Philip’s daughters who were prophets in
the church of Caesaria (Acts 21:9). They would be crazy if they didn’t allow them to judge
prophecy because they were prophetesses themselves. What we are talking about here are
women who were not recognized with this authority speaking disruptively. It is a matter of
order, not gender. It is a matter of respecting their husbands.”
In 1Tim 2:12 Paul says literally “I am not permitting.” Many translations translate the Greek
present active indicative verb as if it were gnomic aorist “I do not permit (ever)…” It is not. The
Greek present active indicative is a primarily progressive tense – it denotes action in progress
now…not forever and ever. “I am not permitting a woman/wife (gune) to teach or to domineer
a man/husband.” The Greek word aner can be translated “man” or “husband.” “To have

authority over” is not what the Greek verb authentein means. If we turn to the standard NT
Greek-English Lexicon of Bauer, Ardnt, Gingrich and Danker Pg. 121 we will find good evidence
for the fact that authentein means domineer. It does not mean simply exercising authority.
Paul could hardly say that women were not permitted (to teach) or exercise authority over men
if he was aware of Priscilla with Aquilla teaching Apollos and if he was commending Phoebe as a
diakonos minister that exercised a certain amount of authority in the church of Cenchrea. What
we are talking about in 1Tim 2:12 is domination. The use of authentein refers to a domineering
spirit that these women had.
The context in this speaks of Adam and Eve, the first husband and wife. This fact should
condition our translation of Greek gune and aner to be translated “wife” and “husband” rather
than “woman” and “man” in this passage. I think the sole translation of 1Tim 2:12 required by
the context is “I am not permitting a wife to teach or to domineer a husband. She must be
silent.” Paul could not have meant all women in Ephesus since Priscilla had been his co-worker
along with Aquilla, and Paul certainly knew Priscilla and Aquilla had taught Apollos. Also, Paul
cannot be referring to all women in Ephesus or in the church in general because he is no longer
speaking of women in the plural as he was earlier in the chapter in verses 9 and 10.”
(Mentioning Priscilla before Aquilla probably meant that she was the primary teacher.
Remember in that day it was not “ladies before gentleman.”)
“The language of the prohibition then reflects the original problem. A woman or a restricted
number of women in the church of Ephesus were being contentious and argumentative. The
woman/women were also domineering her/their husband(s). This scenario and Paul’s correction
of it is a far cry from the idea that Paul was issuing a blanket prohibition against all women
everywhere teaching or exercising godly authority to which God is calling them to in the Body
of Christ.”
Just one more point for you to consider: “Paul mentions Junia and Andronicus in Romans 16:7.
He says they are prominent among the apostles. “Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives
who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles and they were in
Christ before I was.” Junia was a common Latin female name in the Roman Empire! That Junia
as a woman was recognized among the apostles is understandable. They had Deborah as a
prophet, senior judge and a mother of Israel and Miriam as a prophetic leader under Moses and
alongside Aaron. Huldah was a prophetic leader and advisor under King Josiah and Esther, a
leader in the late period. This wouldn’t have been a problem in the New Testament Church with
this history of women in leadership in the Old Testament.”
Dear Church, it is time to accept the obvious - the evidence is quite clear. God has called
women to serve alongside men in every aspect of ministry… including apostles.
What Would Jesus Do?
If Jesus were to walk our streets today I’m afraid some Christians wouldn’t recognize Him. He
would probably hang out with the weak and broken. He would go into the bars; He would also
minister to addicts, prostitutes and homosexuals. I hope you wouldn’t respond like the
Pharisees did. Are you bound by religious rules that hinder you from doing the things that Jesus
did? "The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look, a glutton and a
winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' (Luke 7:34)
For many years I worked as a nurse in a hospital and rehab. Every day I could feel God's love
and compassion flowing through me to people with every type of problem. He never judged the
sinner; He ministered to their needs with tender kindness. I did have the privilege of leading

some to the Lord but it is import to understand the way God works: Love, compassion, mercy,
grace… and then maybe speak of repentance. Try it His way. You’ll be pleased with the results.
You Aren’t Finished
For someone today: Just a few years ago I was burned out, discouraged and didn’t feel very
good about myself. I thought I was done with ministry. Nevertheless, our loving God awakened
me and because of His grace and mercy… souls are now being saved and lives changed by the
power of His Spirit. The Lord wants you to know that you are not finished… and He is not
finished with you. “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29). It’s time
to GET UP and finish your race!
Your Objective… Jesus
Dear disciple, seeker of truth, there is great freedom in Jesus Christ, in a life surrendered to His
purposes. The Christian life is meant to be a daily adventure of joy and peace, with our
righteousness found in Him. Simply put: God loving you and you loving God. Your obedience
flows from an abandonment to His loving friendship instead of a dutiful adherence to some
form of religious activity. Please know that your goal is not to seek after perfection or holiness.
Your objective is Jesus... always and only to know God and to love Him with all of your heart
and to be led by His Holy Spirit.
If you pursue holiness for the sake of holiness you will become self-conscious and selfrighteous… evaluating yourself and comparing yourself with others. Or even worse, you will try
to apply self-effort to accomplish the task. Please understand it is Christ consciousness not selfscrutiny that we are called to. Focus on Jesus; He will transform you by His grace as you
surrender your imperfections to Him... and fruitful service will follow.
Introspection is profitable for course correction, namely any necessary repentance, but
spending too long looking at yourself is self-defeating. Whether you consider yourself to have
achieved a measure of holiness or you are perpetually putting yourself down, it is still self that
is given preeminence. You are called to die to self, not to constantly evaluate your spiritual
progress. Set your mind and your heart on the things above.
As you “look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,” you will lose your “self” in Him,
trusting Him to complete the work within. You are accepted and deeply loved not because of
your holiness or the degree of your conformity to Christ but according to His redemptive work
on Calvary... never forget that. Rest in Him, beloved; you are a beautiful work in progress.
.... "being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete
it until the day of Jesus Christ." Phil 1:6

