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Introduction
As we gaze upon His beauty, the multifaceted splendor, we can see so
many of His attributes, so many aspects of divine love: His kindness,
gentleness, mercy, compassion… Make no mistake about it: God is
love! Everything He says and does is motivated by love. Nonetheless,
beloved, like a diamond viewed from different angles, revealing its
depth, brilliance and color, there are other perceptions of a life in Christ
that you need to be aware of: Your loving God desires to break, refine
and prune you!
If you have chosen to go all the way with Jesus you have embarked on
a difficult journey that is oftentimes very demanding. It can be painful
to experience the transforming work of the Lord, especially if you
resist. And these are the days, dear disciple, when everything that can
be shaken will be shaken. You can be certain that everything means
EVERYTHING! Only those who are willing to forsake all can follow
Him this far. Will you persevere?
This book is not about ecclesiastical exercises or methodical self-effort,
but surrender, and trust, and the recognition that your gracious
heavenly Father is in control of all things… adversity included. The
omniscient Omnipotent even allows the malevolent strategies of the
devil into His divine plan for you, working them for your good. He has
predestined you to be conformed to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29).
Within these pages, you are challenged to run for the prize, to go for
the gold… and exhorted not to be satisfied with anything less than the
fulfillment of your destiny. To do this, you must deny yourself, take up
your cross, and follow the Master. “Where?” you ask - to Calvary, of
course. Where else would someone carrying a cross go?
Dear saint, know that there is a Calvary in your future (or perhaps you
are experiencing it now). There is also a glorious resurrection! Please
don’t focus on Good Friday; concentrate on Easter morning. You must
die; your self-life must be crushed; but you will rise again in the power
of the Holy Spirit.
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There lies in store for you abundant blessing… here in this life, and
extraordinary reward in heaven. “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor
have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared
for those who love Him” (1Cor. 2:9).
How the Church needs to learn about death to self, crucifixion of the
flesh, as it were, and yet so many Christians despise this type of
teaching, calling it religious. The soulish man vehemently resists death.
So many failings would be overcome; so many obstacles hurdled, if we
could learn to die to self. Therein lies true freedom!
Consider this: There is only one thing that stands between the allpowerful Holy Spirit who dwells within you, and the world that so
desperately needs Him… and that is you, dear Christian, your flesh.
Why aren’t you a witness for Christ? For the same reason you won’t
twirl in circles and shout for joy when praising the Lord: because you
are self-conscience and afraid of what others will think of you. You are
afraid of embarrassment. Why don’t you forgive those who have
offended you or ask for forgiveness when you are the offender?
Because you are too proud, pride stands in the way of obedience. Why
won’t you tithe and give sacrificially to the poor… because you simply
don’t trust God to provide your needs. Why do you disobey… usually
because self must be gratified. You love yourself more than you love
God!
Dear servant of the Most High, your self-life must be crucified if you
are to fully apprehend that for which you were apprehended. But there
is even a greater reason for your crucifixion: that you would come to
the deepest levels of intimacy with the Lover of your soul.
Others have written these things: Guyon, Melinos and Fenelon, to
name a few, but their manuscripts, for the most part, were rejected and
have now been buried in the annals of Church history. Thanks to the
efforts of Gene Edwards, these writings are once again available in
modern translation. It is time to revisit these monumental works.
Trials and seasons of testing lie ahead, beloved. Hopefully, as you read
on, you will gain a measure of understanding and be encouraged to
continue moving forward. Sometimes you will cry … and no comfort
will seem adequate.
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You will probably become angry with God for allowing such hardships
to besiege you… and angry with those around you. You may feel that
God has abandoned you. (He has never been closer.) The Lord will give
you encouragement at times, but just enough to keep you going… and
then He seems to remove it. You may experience miserable failures
and could be tempted to justify yourself when you stumble… shifting
the blame to others. You may lose interest in, and stop doing all of the
spiritual things that you once did... and church people will surmise that
you have backslidden. You may experience rejection, even from those
closest to you. Most likely, time and again, you will experience a strong
temptation to turn back, to quit; you may despair of life itself. At the
deepest levels, you will think that you are losing your mind.
Those around you, as well intentioned as they may be, will not
understand what is happening to you, including those with spiritual
authority. Some will offer religious solutions and empty clichés. Your
world will be turned upside down and the heavens turned to brass, your
prayers seemingly impotent. Disappointment will abound…each one
striking another blow to your already hope-deferred heart. You may
lose all hope and, if possible, even your faith, for a season. But self-life
will eventually die… and you will begin to make the transition from
being a do-er to simply being His.
And then, you will live your life in Him! “It is no longer I who lives,
but Christ lives in me.” At this point wisdom begins to flow through
you, many are blessed simply by being in the presence of the Lord (His
Spirit streaming from you, unhindered by the usual carnal resistance).
Power issues forth from His presence; the anointing that breaks the
yoke of bondage sets the captives free. You come, and go, and give,
and receive as the Lord wills.
“ Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her
beloved” (SoS 8:5)? It is you, dear one! You are His and He is yours.
Having been crucified, you are abandoned to His purposes and totally
dependent upon Him. You can minister to one or to ten thousand; it
makes no difference; you rely upon Him. No longer called servant, but
friend, you are trusted with the secret things.
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You will pay a great price to enter there… more than you can now
imagine; and perhaps it is better that way. But know this: it is His work,
not yours! Trust Him, please trust Him and be grateful. The glorious
Creator of the Universe has chosen you! His wonderful and unique plan
for your life is blossoming forth in the perfection of time. The
Vinedresser can already appreciate your sweet-smelling aroma, the
fragrance of your crushing, a sweet tasting wine. You will soon come
through this dark night and enter into the joyful mysteries of a crucified
life. (This place is also known as: Normal Christianity and the Kingdom
of God!)
In closing, I want to thank my precious wife, Lori, my best friend and
partner, for her loving support… and offer my children these few things
I have learned, so they too may love and serve the Lord with all of their
heart. A special thanks to Pastor James Roberson and the many faithful
servants of God who have sown into my life.
“Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will save it.’” Luke 9:23-24

Unless otherwise indicated, Bible quotations are taken from the New
King James Version Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson Inc.
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Prelude
“Dear seeker of truth, there is great freedom to be found in Jesus
Christ… in a life surrendered to His purposes. The crucified life is
meant to be a daily adventure of joy and peace, bearing abundant fruit
for the glory of your Father in heaven. Simply put, God loving you and
you loving God. Your obedience flows from a total abandonment to
that love instead of a dutiful adherence to some form of religious
activity. Please know that your objective is to know God and to love
Him with all of your heart. We are called to pursue holiness and walk
in obedience, but if you pursue holiness for the sake of holiness you
may become self-conscious and self-righteous, evaluating yourself and
comparing yourself to others. You don’t want to go there. Or even
worse, you will try to apply some kind of self-effort to make yourself
holy. Sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit. Do you understand?
It is Christ awareness, not self-awareness that we are called to.
Introspection is profitable at times for course correction, but it can also
stimulate self-life. What we are seeking to do is to extinguish self-life.
Whether you consider yourself to have achieved a measure of holiness
or you are perpetually denigrating yourself, it is still self that is given
preeminence. But we are called to die to self, not to constantly evaluate
our spiritual progress. Set your mind and your heart on the things
above.
As you look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, you will
lose yourself in Him. Trust in Him to complete the work within you.
You are accepted and deeply loved not because of your degree of
conformity to Christ’s image, but according to His redemptive work on
Calvary. Rest in Him, beloved, you are a beautiful work in progress.”
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Dying to Self
We are introduced to Paul the apostle at the scene of Stephen’s stoning.
He is an accomplice to murder. He is also filled with SELF, selfrighteousness. However, about 20 years after his conversion, Paul
wrote this: “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me”
(Gal. 2:20).
Paul had died to self and now lived his life in Christ. What about you:
are you self-sufficient, self-centered, self-indulgent or self-righteous?
Everything you do, may in some way, satisfy self. Even doing things
for others makes you feel good. And if it doesn’t make you feel good,
look good, or in some way compensate, you are disinclined to do it!
Many Christians are full of ‘self’ and don’t even realize it.
God desires to give Himself completely to you, beloved, and does so
according to your capacity to receive Him. Needless to say, a life filled
with self has a lesser capacity for God. You have asked Him for more
of Himself, and MORE He desires to give, but the dregs of self must
be emptied. Because of His great love for you, the Holy One will
arrange circumstances to bring your self-life to destruction. These
seasons are usually painful and even more so if you resist.
Unfortunately, most people are reluctant to submit.
The Lord desires to bring you far beyond this immature state, to a place
of intimate communion, to become His friend and His Bride. He longs
to take you deeper and deeper still, until as Paul said, “It is no longer I
who lives, but Christ lives in me.” Every true servant of Jesus must die
to self; don’t be satisfied with less. God will do the work.
"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.
He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and
where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him
My Father will honor” (John 12:24-26).
Dear Jesus, I trust You to complete Your excellent work in me.
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Bigger, Better, More
“But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” Matt. 19:30
The flesh loves to hear: “bigger, better, more!” Prophecies and
promises of great and mighty things that are soon to unfold brings hope
to your soulish life. And this is needed from time to time, enough
encouragement to carry on. But dear disciple, God is so much different
than man. Surely you have realized that! The ways of the Kingdom are
not “bigger is better,” but smaller. Less is more, lower, not higher. Do
you understand? The wonderful mysteries of Kingdom life are quite
contrary to the ways of the world: you must give to receive, humble
yourself to be exalted, serve to be great, die to self to truly live in Christ
and “many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
Have you been thinking that you were being prepared for something
BIG? Perhaps, but please remember in God’s way of thinking small is
big… and something lower than small is really GREAT! You know
this is true. Will you choose to glorify God in those things that you
consider to be mundane and ordinary? This is well pleasing to Him.
Please take all of your big ideas and dreams of success and lay them at
His feet now. Open your spiritual eyes to see the many ways that you
can glorify the Lord in the seemingly insignificant things that you do:
loving your spouse and children, taking the time to listen to someone
in trouble, giving out of your own need, helping your neighbor, praying
for a co-worker. Beloved, these are things that bring God much glory.
No one knows; no one sees… only God.
Dear minister, make no mistake about it: The Almighty has used a
donkey to preach, and the rocks could surely cry out in praise. Great
and mighty things can be accomplished in an instant. But who will
remain faithful in the little things? The Master would have no shortage
of ministers if they were asked to preach to thousands, but who is
willing to spend their life ministering to a few? When you talk big and
desire big there are usually other factors that have come into play: self
wants to be gratified… and pride is knocking at the door. Do you desire
success for the purpose of impressing others or to feel good about
yourself? Or, is it all for the glory of God?
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Be careful, saint, God may call you to something BIG, but it will
require your deliberate attention and steadfast effort to humble yourself
and remain small in your own eyes! … Low, lower, lowest.
It should be noted that some will use humility as an excuse not to lead.
You must never shirk from any God-given responsibility, beloved. A
place of prominence can be very lowly.

Being Uncomfortable
“Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at ease…” Ps. 73:12
Who wants to be uncomfortable? Can you think of anyone who enjoys
it, except perhaps, a few who may be mentally ill? The propensity of
all flesh is to find an easier way, a relief from pain and discomfort. This
is no different for the Christian. You have the tendency to shy away
from those things that bring physical and emotional discomfort; therein
lies your challenge.
The cutting edge of spiritual growth is an uncomfortable place, not a
place of ease. Perhaps you expected that the light and easy yoke Jesus
spoke of meant that you could avoid most of the pain and suffering.
“Yes, the apostles and other martyrs suffered, but they were special. I
can go to church, pay my tithe, do a few good works, and go home and
watch TV.” That’s not the way it works. God has something for you to
do, something that is beyond your ability. And it must be done in His
strength, His time, and using His method. (This is the only way to
accomplish the purposes of God.)
Are you serious about your commitment to Christ? Your Lord is
challenging you today to follow where there is little light, only enough
to see your immediate steps. He challenges you to trust Him for daily
provision and may even ask you to give all that you have, leaving
nothing for yourself. He asks you to be His witness in a hostile
environment, to stand for truth and righteousness, and not be ashamed
of Him or His teachings. “Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow Me’” (Luke 9:23). Dear Christian, Christianity can be a very
uncomfortable place. Be willing to be uncomfortable for Jesus.
10

Faithful Lord, please teach me Your ways. I surrender myself to You
even if it means being uncomfortable. I can hardly consider these
things without your grace. Please help me and I will follow you
wherever You lead. I also know that in Your presence is fullness of joy.
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Your Destiny
“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives
the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.” 1Corinthians 9:24

Do you really want to go all the way with Jesus? This is something that
you should decide again today. You give mental ascent to your
commitment, but when push comes to shove, you do complain a lot.
Do you still want to be conformed to His image? “Do whatever you
must, Lord.” Isn’t that what you said? Let’s get right to the point. God
is absolutely, positively in love with you and He desires that you would
also absolutely, positively love Him. Jesus gave His life for you; He
wants you to give your life to Him.
Multitudes begin the Christian race, but only one wins the prize. Many
quit or settle for far less than complete abandonment and the glorious
fulfillment of their God-given purpose. You know that we are speaking
about much more than church on Sunday, a few good works, and giving
financial support. These types of activities can allow the pride of life
to remain and flourish. On the other hand, truly loving God will
eventually cost you everything.
Will you press on to love Him with ALL of your heart, soul, mind, and
strength? Don’t give up, dear one; please endure and overcome. There
are wonderful rewards, blessings, and crowns for those who overcome.
You do not have to do it alone. In fact, there are times when the Lover
of your soul will actually carry you.
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Self-life
"He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life.” John 12:25
Self-life is such an enemy of our spirit. We love to nurture self with the
praises of men, their approval or admiration. We seek attention and
compliments. We thrive on our accomplishments and even our good
deeds. Our motives are seldom pure. I mean, nothing is done solely for
His glory and honor… even though we’d like to think so.
There are very few who will follow Christ to Calvary, fewer still will
allow their self-life to be completely crucified. We cry when we are
offended or embarrassed or wrongfully accused. We also become
angry when treated unfairly. Haven’t we learned that these puncture
wounds to the flesh are actually good for us? Soon, you will begin to
embrace adversities. You will allow God to crush every bit of your selfconfidence, even your self-pity. Believe this: You will find great joy in
His perfect plan for your life, your destiny. Please trust Him to bring
you to this place of marvelous fruitfulness and fulfillment. But first, as
someone once said, “you must let go of who you are so that you can
become all that you were meant to be!” This will require you to be
painfully truthful.
Perhaps He will take you to the deepest, darkest hours of your life. A
crisis can be a very useful instrument for helping you let go of who you
are. At this point, nothing seems to give you solace, not even praying
or worshipping. In fact, the things of this world that used to give you
the greatest pleasure are no longer appealing. Your woundedness has
become overwhelming and you consider telling the God who is in
control of all things, that you want no part of His afflictive love…
“Please discontinue Your refining work; I can bear it no longer!” You
may be depressed, discouraged and want to quit, but having come this
far, you don’t want to make a rash decision. After all, there may soon
be light at the end of the tunnel. This dark night may actually come to
an end… and you will have overcome!
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Dear one, if you have progressed to this level of spiritual growth, you
have been blessed indeed. How could you stop now? You know that
turning back can only mean a regression. You will surely regret your
choice and wonder what could have been if you had only trusted God.
Why has the Lord been stripping you of your earthly affections and
attachments? Over these next months and years, He will be revealing
much more of Himself to you. He, and He alone, will become your
heart’s desire, just as you have asked Him. You will begin to flow in
His perfect will and many will be blessed. Don’t be dismayed, beloved.
The emptiness that you are now feeling is a very natural part of the
dying process.
Yes, doubt will arise and you may think that your love for God has
diminished, not increased; but please remember that this too is part of
the process. The time is coming when He will remove the darkness and
you will suddenly realize the fullness of your purpose. Your delight
will no longer be in self, what you have or what you do, or say, or think;
your delight will be in Him. You are His, completely and totally His.
This is fulfillment, this is life… this is your destiny!

Servant Leadership
“You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you should
do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not
greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent
him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” John
13:13-17
Have you ever viewed a corporate management flow chart? You will
note that the Chairman of the Board is placed at the top of the chart just
above the officers and Board of Directors; from there it pyramids down
to the middle management, department heads, and so on. If the profile
were extended, it would finally flow to the factory worker and building
maintenance. This is the way the world perceives leadership, beloved.
Unfortunately, the Church is not much different.
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The Teacher showed us a much different way, however… the way of
servanthood. “And He said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are
called `benefactors.' But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is
greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as
he who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who
serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the
One who serves.’” Luke 22:25-27
You must never forget this; the fruitfulness of your work depends upon
it. Lead in this fashion and the Lord will bless you… the people will
gladly go with you. Lord it over the people and you will have to strive,
cajole or manipulate to get them to follow.
Consider this: In God’s kingdom, the management pyramid is inverted
with the leadership point on the bottom. The leader is holding the others
up in prayer. He is lifting them up, building them up… serving,
encouraging, giving, and washing feet. He becomes less; they become
more… learning to do it better than he does. This is your goal, dear
servant leader: Lay down your life for those whom you lead… become
a rung in their ladder to success. How the Kingdom would benefit from
one such as this! Will you be that one?

For You Have Tested Us
“For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us, as silver is
refined. You brought us into the net; You laid affliction on our backs.
You have caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and
through water; but You brought us out to rich
fulfillment.” Psalm 66:10-12
If there ever was a question about the severity of God’s love, let it be
forever dispelled. God will refine you as silver and bring you into the
net. He will lay afflictions on your back and cause men to ride over
your head. Read this scripture again. He loves you so much that He will
stretch, prod, and break you until you are conformed to the image of
Christ, much like a drill sergeant preparing men for war.
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Any soldier will tell you that boot camp is extremely intense. Mental,
emotional, and physical endurance is tested to the limit. Grunts, groans,
aching muscles are the enlisted man’s constant companion. Is this love?
The recruit would most certainly say NO. But later, having survived a
firefight, that same soldier is very grateful for the instructions that
saved his life.
Do you think the servant of God should be any less equipped, those
called to tear down strongholds and rescue the lost from destruction?
Is your weekly Bible study or Sunday service sufficient to establish
battle worthy character? Perhaps it is. Even so, the truth that you gain
must also be implanted in your heart... and this requires testing.
You can see that God has been strict with you at times, molding you
and conforming your will to His. In those hours when endless tears
become the food of your soul, remember that the Holy One loves you.
His work in you is True love. He has good plans for you... “we went
through fire and through water; but You brought us out to rich
fulfillment.” Also remember when the training seems unbearable, you
can always run to your Father’s lap. He is the General of this army, you
know. He will comfort and encourage you and then send you out again
to complete the course. This is true Love.

Humility... Maturing to Childhood
“Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little
children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore
whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:1-4
In addition to wanting our family to love and serve God, most of us
have the need to do something of significance. The search for
significance seems to be inherent and causes mankind to accomplish
and achieve. This is necessary for the development of a society, but
usually unbeknownst to us, some aspects of its forward thrust actually
hinder the development of the Kingdom of God.
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As you can see from the teachings of Jesus, God’s ways are quite
contrary to the natural ways of the world. Ambition and the drive to be
successful are not welcome in the Kingdom. Humility, submission, and
death to self are. Jesus said, “He who is greatest among you must be
your servant” (Matt.23:11). Even the greatest must become the least to
truly be great!
Do you aspire to greatness? Do you hope to bless mankind in some
meaningful way? Then you must become like a little child. Aspire to
become like a humble child: unassuming, unnoticed, and unadmired. A
child's words and deeds are usually not considered to be very
significant at all. In fact, really great men and women are seldom
recognized by their contemporaries, Jesus being the foremost. Would
you hope to be like Him? He was spurned and crucified by the same
people that He came to give life. Or perhaps you would like to be a
John the Baptist. Jesus said that there was no greater man born of
woman. Maybe you want to be like Paul, Luther or Wesley. All of these
were rejected by those to whom they were sent.
Augustine wrote, "For those who would learn God's ways, humility is
the first thing, humility is the second, humility is the third." But the very
mention of humility grates against your soul; doesn’t it? In fact, when
you began to read this you may have detected a wee bit of resistance.
It is a process, my friend, and a long slow death. The fact that you
recognize the pride within is a very good sign. This proves that you are
advancing. You are maturing to childhood, ascending to obscurity,
descending to greatness. You are dying to truly live.

The Humility of God
“..and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living
creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud
voice: ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches
and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!’”
Revelation 5:11-12
The title Humble God could most certainly be an oxymoron. God is
awesome, filled with glory, power and might. 10,000 times 10,000 and
thousands of angels ascend and descend upon His throne. The splendor
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and majesty that is revealed by this picture of heaven is beyond
comprehension. Where does the word humble fit here? God became a
man! If this is not a profound enough proof of humility, then let's go
deeper. He did not only become a man, He became a baby, a vulnerable
little baby born of a teenager. God became dependent on human beings
to provide His needs. This is nearly unbelievable. And He did not
descend from heaven with pomp and spectacular signs. He was born in
a tiny occupied nation, an obscure village, in a simple stable. (A fitting
place for a Lamb to be born.) Yes, praising angels announced His
arrival to a few shepherds, but I'm sure that while doing so, they were
totally amazed at this incredible event. Their Object of Worship had
become a baby man!
Have you ever been to a developing country? If you have not, you're
in for a big surprise. It's called culture shock. Some places are
absolutely filthy, with mounds of garbage and waste in the streets.
Houses are made of sticks and mud; children are dressed in rags. The
sights and smells are, at times, overwhelming to the first-time visitor.
God bless the missionary who will spend years of their life amidst this
squalor. It is important to honor those who humble themselves to this
extent, leaving the comforts of their home to be poured out as a drink
offering. You should regularly pray for them.
But now imagine this: Jesus, the One true, glorious Creator of heaven
and earth, eternally surrounded by palatial comforts and majesty, left
His home to dwell among men! What image could portray this act of
humility? There is absolutely no comparison. The holiness and perfect
purity of God now submerged in the putrefying sinfulness of a fallen
world. Please excuse this graphic depiction but it could be no less than
one of us being lowered into a latrine. This is the love of God! This is
the humility of God!
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, Who, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and
coming in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:5-7
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Make Way, God is Within You
“Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
would come, He answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God does
not come with observation;’ nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See
there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” Luke 17:20-21
Dear disciple, this truth is perhaps one of the greatest revelations you
can have. Yes, there are many great truths contained in the Scripture
and you will spend your entire life exploring them all, but for your sake
and the sake of those whom you serve, learn this: God is within you.
God, our loving, all knowing, all-powerful God lives within you. That
is, of course, if you are born again. “Or do you not know that your body
is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God,
and you are not your own” (1Cor. 6:19)?
Imagine the possibilities of allowing God to flow out from you
unhindered! One of the reasons that you are not more effective and
more fruitful in your ministry is because your imperfect flesh stands
proud, doubtful, and fearful between God within you, and the need that
He desires to meet. God is love and His healing/delivering power is
always flowing. You must simply yield an avenue for His Spirit to flow
out and touch these needs. Understanding this could give new meaning
to the scripture: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths
straight” (Mark 1:3).
Our flesh is such a blockage at times, especially when we are strong
and feeling quite good about ourselves. It is usually when we are weak
and empty of self that He can do His best work through us. This is what
Paul meant when he said, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake.
For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2Cor. 12:10).
Don’t resist the breaking, difficult times and please respond correctly.
The Lord is helping to clear the path for Himself. He is building a
conduit that will overflow with living water. “He who believes in Me,
as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water” (John 7:38).
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You can assist with this construction through worship, repentance, and
feeding on God’s Word. Forgiving others and walking in humility will
help maintain a clear path. The Lord will undertake the removal of all
debris that has accumulated over the years, even those things that are
pressed into the very fibers of your existence, the things that you don’t
know how to remove. Step forward, pilgrim; don’t turn back. God is at
work. Prepare the Way of the Lord. Prepare an unobstructed highway
for Him to flow out from you to a thirsty and dying world. How the
world needs someone willing to pay the price of death to self. Why not
you? Why not YOU?

The Actions of Others
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.’ But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps
you on your right cheek; turn the other to him also.” Matt. 5:38,39
The world cannot understand a statement like this; it seems utterly
foolish. Life itself tends to revolve around a series of actions and
reactions. You may recognize the following scenario in some form or
another: The boss comes to work in a bad mood and scolds the
employee for a minor mistake. Upon returning home, the employee is
grumpy with their spouse. The spouse in turn yells at the kids and the
kids are mean to the dog. Perhaps this example is over simplified, but
it is painfully true. Divorce, assaults, murders, even wars are oftentimes
the tragic result of reaction.
The spiritual man is not to be ruled by the actions and words of others.
He is to be led by the Spirit of God. The perfect man not only controls
his re-actions but also his tongue (James 3:2). It is important to note
that Spirit-led living does not encourage the stuffing of your emotions.
God will show you how to surrender the situation to Him and how to
respond. Prayer is always the first step.
Sometimes, the All Knowing will ask you to say or do nothing in
response to aggressive or offensive words or deeds. This may take
great self-control. He may have you wait before responding. This will
take patience. Sooner or later, He may ask you to speak or take action.
For some, this requires courage. Our Teacher will give you the words
to say and tell you what to do. Don’t react!
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Does the Mighty One react to your foolish or disobedient actions? Do
you think He has uncontrolled outbursts of anger; the same God,
through intricate design, created and does now sustain the universe?
Every word He speaks is perfect, every action part of His awesome
plan. Yes, your Father does get angry. So did Jesus as He drove the
moneychangers from the Temple. BUT, He is slow to anger and His
anger is measured and motivated by a loving desire to correct and
restore. This is your God, your example.
Lord, please help me to bear each unkind word and action of others.
Help me to grow spiritually in the midst of my struggles. I surrender
completely to Your will; I choose to forgive. Teach me to be silent when
I want to retaliate. Grant me the courage to speak Your words, in Your
time.

Being Transparent
“Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon me.” 2Corinthians 12:9
A pointed question: Who are you trying to be? What facade are you
presenting to the world, the church, and your family? Many,
intentionally or not, portray a certain image: religious, sophisticated,
cool, fashionable, casual, sexy, important, intelligent, productive. Most
are seeking to conceal who they actually are. Do you do this? Be
honest. There are so many people who are insecure, fearful, and lonely.
“If they only knew what I’m really like, what I do and think about, then
they would not like me, hire me or allow me to minister.”
Going to church can be similar to attending a masquerade party.
Wounded, sinful people pretend that everything is just fine. Few will
let down their guard long enough to receive help... until they are
desperate. The chief offenders may be the minister and spouse. They
are dying on the inside while trying to present the image of having it
all together. After all, the congregation expects them to be perfect.
Why do we do this? You are fearfully and wonderfully made and
precious in God’s sight - you are very deeply loved. Don’t you think
you could be healed more fully and better serve others if you would
simply be transparent? The crucified life embraces transparency.
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The scriptures reveal the frailty and sins of several great saints. Haven’t
you been blessed by reading of their struggles? Won’t you testify of
your failures, problems and sins? Allow the body of Christ to minister
to you… and then give God the glory for healing and delivering you!
Others need to hear of your struggles and His grace!

The Truth About Forgiveness
“If you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses” Matthew 6:15
Perhaps the next statement will be a revelation to you; it is to many:
Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is an act of your will. So often, after
being hurt, you may become angry, upset, out of sorts. You could easily
equate these feelings with your ability to forgive. But forgiveness is an
act of obedience to God. It is not dependent on how you feel. It is a
decision that anyone can make, even when angry. Yes, a difficult
choice for some, but a choice nonetheless. And this decision makes the
difference between your sins being forgiven or not. That is certainly
worth considering. (Reread Matthew 6:15)
This is stated with the utmost love and compassion toward those who
have been wounded. God loves you so much. He was probably weeping
when you were being violated. He did not want this for you. But, you
must go on from here, for your sake, and for the sake of those who love
you. God speaks so strongly about unforgiveness because He knows
the consequences all too well. Every day He sees hearts fill with
bitterness and hatred. Destruction usually follows.
God does not want you to spend your life filled with internal strife.
Some think they will forget, in time, and be healed; but this just isn’t
true. Unforgiveness remains deep within and may cause emotional
and/or physical illness. It has been proven that strong unresolved
emotional feelings can cause a malfunction of the self-immune system,
digestive problems, bowel problems, bone and joint problems, and
even cancer. You can make the right choice today. With God’s grace
available to you at this moment, you can choose to forgive. Please do
it now.
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Lord, I want to obey You. Please help me. By Your grace, I choose to
forgive___________ and ___________ and… Please work deep
within, causing me to forgive from my heart. Heal me completely. I ask
this in the name of Jesus, the One Who has forgiven me. Amen!

Asking for Forgiveness
“Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before
the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23-24
What if YOU are the one who has done the wounding? You must
humble yourself, beloved, go to the person you have offended and say
six simple words: "Please forgive me for hurting you." It does not
matter if you were right or wrong. If you were wrong, admit it. If you
don’t have the courage to speak with them face to face, at least write
them a note. You are not too proud to do this.
It is apparent from this scripture that the Lord is not interested in
receiving your offering until after you seek reconciliation. This is a
very sobering thought: your songs, your prayers, and your money are
unacceptable to God until you choose to forgive.

The Wrong Way to Do Things
Some “offenders” say nothing and just go about their business thinking
that time will heal. Others believe if they are nice to the person, or tell
a joke, that it is the same as asking for forgiveness. Not so. This relieves
the tension and permits the relationship to continue; nevertheless, the
offense remains and will flare up again.
In Jesus' name, humble yourself, go to the person you have wounded
and say, "Please forgive me for hurting you." This is well pleasing to
our loving and forgiving God. (Note: Don’t say, “If I have hurt you” as
this dilutes the apology. Freely acknowledge you have hurt them.)
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Placing Him First
“If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male
without blemish; he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the
tabernacle of meeting before the Lord.” Leviticus 1:3
Did God really need or want sheep, bulls, and pigeons? Did He desire
their blood and their burnt flesh? He required that only the best animals
were presented, unblemished, none lame or blind. And the tithe, did He
need the grain or the oil? What was God looking for? Perhaps this will
help make it clear: The herdsman witnesses the birth of a calf. He
knows from experience that it will be strong and healthy, and there are
no blemishes. “This will bring me a good profit,” he thinks. “I could
use the extra money.” He raises the animal with care, investing a little
more time and effort.
Now comes the choice. Will he give this prized animal as a sacrifice
unto the Lord or will he keep it for himself? The shepherd has the same
decision to make, as well as the farmer, each one deciding to give their
very best, or not. The true sacrifice takes place right here, at this point
of decision, upon the altar of the heart. Could it be that the ritual in the
Tent of Meeting, or later in the Temple, was somehow secondary? Do
you understand?
“Will you trust Me?” says the Lord. “Give me your first fruits. Give
me your best. Give me 10% and more, of all that you produce. I will
bless you if you do.” This same challenge is presented to you today.
Most certainly the blood of Jesus did away with the need for the blood
of animals. You are acceptable to God for this reason alone. But the
principle remains the same and the promise of blessing was never
rescinded. Are you giving your very best to the Lord; placing Him first?
Instead of the burnt offering, offer yourself as a living sacrifice. In
place of a lamb, present your heart. Rather than a grain offering, bring
your tithe. Instead of the drink offering, give your time, and the wave
offering, your reputation. All of these things freely surrender to the
Glorious One. This is what He has desired and sought after for six
thousand years: the human heart... your undivided love.
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Your Prayer Life
“… pray without ceasing…” 1Thessalonians 5:17
This is where things get quiet, when guilt rises… or worse yet, selfjustification and excuses: How much time do you spend in prayer,
beloved… in your “closet” and throughout the day?
We could write volumes about the value of prayer and the command to
pray… or give examples of the Apostles’ praying, but you have heard
it all before. And I’m sure you realize that prayer, in various forms, is
mentioned in the Word hundreds of times. (It seems rather interesting
that our text, with only 3 little words, merits being a verse by itself. I
wonder why?) Not to mention that you are well aware of the fact that
God does nothing in the earth except through prayer - correct?
Nevertheless, most of the Church remains impotent and fruitless… and
appears to be on the verge of irrelevance. When will we learn?
If you are truly desirous of becoming a significant player, I mean one
who is running the race to win, a true disciple of Jesus Christ, then you
must hear this: Search the New Testament and the extended collection
of biographical journals (past and present), and you will be hardpressed to find any servant of the Most High, who accomplished their
God-given assignment, consistently bearing fruit, without having a
PRAYER LIFE. I mean, God Incarnate, needed to pray - sometimes
He prayed all night. Do you think that you can somehow bear eternal
fruit while sidestepping this necessary ingredient? Endurance,
diligence, humility, faith — all of these are essential, but there is no
substitute for fervent prayer.
Some would say, “You pray, I’ll work.” I’m sorry, disciple, if you
really want to become like Jesus, you will both pray and work just as
He did! Use this as a guideline, beloved, not a law: All Christians
should pray at least 1 hour per day. If you are a leader, 2 hours should
be the norm. (Some pray 3 or 4 hours.) Remember this: The more work
you do and the more responsibility you have, the more you must pray.
There are many who look good and sound good and act like they have
spiritual power, but they do not.
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Make no mistake, there are times and seasons of prayer just like any
other spiritual activity... including seasons of great intensity! There are
also times of deep brokenness when you simply can’t pray very much.
(It seems religious to even suggest it.) If you are there now, please don’t
be discouraged by this teaching. At the proper time, the Lord will
revitalize your prayer life… ask Him.
Consider gradually building your prayer time: Start with 10 minutes
and let that become established in your life... then add 5 minutes.
Maintain 15 minutes until it’s established… then increase it again.
Pray in the spirit throughout the day. In this manner, you will begin to
live in the Spirit, not just pay an occasional visit
.

Search My Heart
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my
anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting.” Psalm 139:23-24
What is it that keeps you from moving forward in the Kingdom? Which
sin, quirk, character flaw, or attitude is hindering you? You have been
able to see the flaws in many of God’s precious jewels, but can you see
your own?
Some of God’s people will clearly admit their sins and are quick to
repent. Unfortunately, far too many excuse themselves, and quickly
blame someone else for their errors. Do you have the courage to pray
as the psalmist did: “see if there is any wicked way in me?” Are you
willing to see what God sees? Will you allow Him to search your heart
and show you what needs to change? Your heavenly Father, by His
tender mercy, wants to reveal these things to you. He knows when and
how to reveal those areas in need of demolition and reconstruction;
some minor, some major. If you think that the job is already finished,
you are in for a big surprise.
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Be encouraged, believer, God is faithful. It is His work, not yours. You
cannot make yourself holy. His blood is sufficient for you, but you must
be willing. Ask Him now to search your heart and reveal the truth; He
wants to heal you. Dear Lord, search me and tell me what you find. I
want to know the truth. I am willing to change. Please change my heart.

What Will It Take to Trust God?
“In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to
me?” Psalm 56:11
What will it take to move you beyond self-consciousness, to surrender
your pride and your need to be liked or admired? What will it take for
you to become a witness for Jesus, to tithe? When will you be free
enough to dance like David before the Lord? Most Christians find at
least one, if not all, of these somewhat difficult, even frightening. Are
you working on these things? You should be advancing.
If you are too timid to share about Christ verbally, why can’t you carry
a few tracts and give one to the grocery clerk. How about leaving them
somewhere when no one is looking, like a public restroom. You can
certainly do that. What about praising the Lord? Are you free to express
yourself? Some churches raise their hands, clap, shout or dance. Have
you tried any of these? Maybe you’re afraid to try something new,
afraid that you will look foolish. You can work on that. You don’t have
enough money to tithe? How will you pay the rent? OK, maybe you’re
not there yet, but why can’t you increase your giving this week? Start
working up to giving a tithe. Be consistent: don’t turn back. You know
He promised to open the windows of heaven and pour out blessing if
you will only trust Him.
It’s all about trust, beloved. Placing God first and willing to be
uncomfortable, willing to be a fool for Him, willing to feel insecure...
just trust Him. You need to work on that. You should not be satisfied
with where you are; you still have a way to go. The Lord will give you
opportunities this week to advance in one or all of the areas mentioned.
He will also supply the grace. Will you trust Him? I am willing, Lord.
Help me to trust You in every area of my life.
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Learning To Do His Will
“Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; Your Spirit is good.
Lead me in the land of uprightness.” Psalm 143:10
It would certainly seem that discerning God’s will should be one of
your top priorities. After all, how can you accomplish God’s will if you
do not know what it is? The disciple of Jesus truly desires to hear His
voice. Sometimes, they even desire it too much. In the earlier stages of
spiritual development, the servant of God is filled with enthusiasm...
and sometimes anxiety. The enemy is well aware of this vulnerability
and takes advantage, robbing your energy and fervor.
You desire to please God so much that you run to and fro trying to
accomplish His will. You jump at the first inkling of guidance thinking
that God told you to do this or that and you see signs when there are
none. Of course, this reveals a sincere heart but the Lord desires more
than sincerity. Needless to say, accurate sincerity is far superior.
Dear disciple, please receive permission to relax. Your desire to serve
the Lord is well known to Him. Your submitted will is His delight. He
will certainly lead and guide your surrendered soul. Nonetheless, do
not try to anticipate what God will say or do. Do not try to know His
will before you need to know it. Do not look for some grand revelation.
These ways are foolish and become the incubator for frustration and
unnecessary stress.
How free you can be, lover of God. How unencumbered to do His will.
Live your life according to His Word. Keep your heart attuned to Him.
God will lead you moment by moment, one step at a time, when He
needs you to act. Why should He tell you ahead of time? A submitted
heart will turn left when told to do so, speak to this one, give to that
one, or even rest and do nothing.
If you should veer from His will, He will correct you. When you sense
that gentle nudge within, be sure to stop what you are doing and return
to the crossroads of your last decision. Have no fear; there is great
freedom in Spirit-led living… great peace in total surrender.
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Material Possessions
"Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags
which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail,
where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.” Luke 12:33
Let’s settle this issue once and for all: It’s OK for Christians to possess
material goods. There is no need to feel guilty; enjoy the good life that
God has given to you. There is no problem with making investments
and running a business or several businesses. The more you earn, the
greater level of comfort you can afford for your family… and the more
you have to give away. There is certainly nothing wrong with that …
as long as your methods are godly and your heart remains in tune with
God’s will.
Having said this, let’s consider a few additional facts: The more that
you own, the more responsibility you have: including maintenance,
repair, concern, etc. Additional time must be spent for all of this, so it
would be safe to say that you have less time for the things of God.
(Unless, of course, you are specifically called to make money for
kingdom purposes.) Your heart can easily be drawn away from the
Lord. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
You choose, beloved: do you want to be concerned with the things of
this world or would you rather be concerned with the things of God?
Some decide to strike a balance… and that is their prerogative.
Nonetheless, if you are running this race to win, your attachment to
material possessions will sooner or later distract you, and most
assuredly will weigh you down. It seems wise to run unencumbered
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on
things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God.” Col. 3:1-3 “No one engaged in warfare
entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him
who enlisted him as a soldier.” 2Tim. 2:4
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The Drive to Succeed
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to
all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success.” Joshua 1:8
Men and women of God, receive this word of wisdom and let it dwell
richly within you. So many families have been tattered and even torn
to shreds because the spouse and/or parent was driven by the need to
be successful. (Ministers, take heed; this word is also for you.) God has
given you a call and a sense of purpose… whether it is to teach children,
develop a business or preach the gospel. You plunge head long and
with all of your heart toward fulfilling that purpose… your thoughts
are consumed with the process of implementation.
This push to succeed is God-given, beloved; He has used this forward
thrust, especially in men, for the purpose of protecting and providing
for the family. It has also been used throughout history to help develop
societal structure. But make no mistake about it, if left unchecked, this
drive to succeed will become a destructive ambition that can cause
misery. John Paul Getty, who was at one time the richest man in the
world, said something like this, “I have made such a mess of my life
while in pursuit of success.”
To the Christian leader it all seems so justified. After all, “God has
given me a mandate. I must do all that is necessary to accomplish His
purposes.” You assume that your family should be helping you; they
should be serving you as you serve the Lord. In this manner, your loved
ones are delegated to third or fourth place. Are you guilty of such
reasoning? Shouldn’t it be like this instead: “For who is greater, he
who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table?
Yet I am among you as the One who serves” Luke 22:27. This includes
serving your family first, doesn’t it? If you are married you must spill
yourself out for the needs of your family before you give yourself to
others… and to the fulfillment of that compelling urge to be successful.
Your family needs your love, prayers, time, attention, guidance,
provision. How easily we deceive ourselves in this matter… and our
family suffers with the leftovers. This is not pleasing to God, dear
disciple.
29

Nevertheless, you say, “I am doing all of this for them!” Really? Yes,
you must be responsible to work… and to work hard, but working to
excess is taking you away from those who need you the most. If after
reading this you are still determined to rush unswervingly toward your
goals, you will have chosen the way of selfishness, the way of
foolishness. There are serious consequences just ahead. Please
rearrange your priorities.

Lateness
“...but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others.” Philippians 2:3-4
Dear disciple, do you constantly have people waiting for you? Being
late can bring frustration or stress to those who are waiting. It could
cause plans to be changed or delayed; it can even hinder or thwart the
purposes of God.
How many things have been left undone due to lateness? Of course,
occasional lateness that is due to unforeseen circumstances is not being
mentioned here. If, however, you are frequently making excuses for
your tardiness, you had better take a deeper look. There are many
reasons why a person is late. Maybe you can see yourself:
Some people are simply clueless about time, perhaps too optimistic,
thinking that they can accomplish something in far less time than
actually possible. Some think that they have the right to come and go
as they wish. Being late is part of their benefits package. Others use
being late as a weapon, a way to control another person or a situation,
or even to vent hidden anger. Being late can also make a statement:
Having many things to do says, “I’m important.” Whatever your
reason, being late is discourteous. At the very least, it shows a lack of
personal discipline... and your lateness speaks volumes.
Do you understand? This lesson centers on an attitude of heart, not a
law. It is all about your willingness to surrender your interests and your
time to serve another. By being on time, you are esteeming others better
than yourself.
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Living for God or Yourself?
“…that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the
lusts of men, but for the will of God.” 1Peter 4:2
Servant of God, are you living for the Lord or are you living for
yourself? Most believers would instinctively reply, “I am living for
God!” Here is a test: What do you spend most of your time thinking
about? Are your thoughts centered on those things that will please God
and help others, or the things that will please and benefit you?
Those who live for themselves may give thought to their favorite
entertainment, having more money or advancing their career. Some
daydream about members of the opposite sex. They may ponder how
they can look good and impress others. Depending on the degree, none
of these things are necessarily sinful, but they are carnal and indulgent
nonetheless. Those who make their decisions based upon what is best
for them may be willing to assist others, but only when it is convenient
or when remuneration is offered. Unfortunately, selfish living merely
grants temporary moments of shallow happiness. There is seldom any
true fulfillment.
But if you are living for the Lord, your thoughts will frequently be
directed toward Him, ways to please Him and ways to serve others.
When browsing in a shop, you think of what you might purchase for
another. When speaking to a friend, you consider making comments
that will encourage and edify. You are willing to interrupt your day to
assist someone in need even when it is inconvenient. Those who live
their life in this manner abide with a lasting inner peace. They have a
genuine sense of self-worth and true fulfillment. Most Christians reside
somewhere between these two. Hopefully, you are progressing toward
the goal of selflessness. Are you, dear one?
Be careful not to point to your record of impeccable service as proof
that you are living for God; this could be a deception. Many serve with
self-centered motives: for acceptance, affirmation, adulation, or selfaggrandizement. Some work long hours because they are workaholics.
Are you living for God or for yourself?
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The Diversity of God
“For the Lord Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the
earth.” Psalm 47:2
Some Christians are very limited in experience and understanding
thinking that their particular way is the best and the only way to please
God. Are you like that? Your God is the great King over all the earth.
He is so BIG, so amazing. His awesome creativity is displayed
throughout the universe. His diversity permeates His entire creation.
Do you really think that our majestic God, the One who made such an
assortment of peoples, plants and animals, stars and planets, and the
myriad of yet unseen things, would be fully satisfied with one style or
expression of worship… be it Presbyterian or Pentecostal? Selah!
Some believers shout, some are quiet. Some play expensive
instruments while others bang sticks together. Some meet in cavernous
cathedrals, others in tiny homes. Which way is best? Surely, God
allows you to have preferences, but don’t make your preference the
‘law’ for everyone.
Jesus chided the Pharisees for their legalistic adherence. Praise and
worship is not about the format of your service or the style of music. It
is about your heart, a heart filled with gratitude and love made manifest
through a multitude of expressions, songs and service.
Anything less is mere religion.
Glorious Father, please open my eyes to Your diverse ways. And open
my heart to lovingly accept my brothers and sisters in Christ who
express their worship in ways that I am not accustomed. Stretch me,
Lord, to experience greater intimacy with You. Take me to the highest
heights of praise and the deepest depths of worship. I
ask this in Jesus’ precious name.

Rest and Wait
“But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the
mercy of God forever and ever. I will praise You forever, because You
have done it; And in the presence of Your saints I will wait on Your
name, for it is good.” Psalm 52:8-9
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After making some good advances in prayer and intimacy there has
been a lull, seemingly a standstill. You have been on the plateau of
preparation for the past few years. Many have been, or are currently
being refined and shaken in preparation for the work ahead.
As a result of these arduous dealings, you have been told to rest and
wait; you need to regain your strength. At first it was difficult to rest,
but now it is almost too easy. You feel as though you are becoming
lukewarm. In the past you have dealt with these feelings by increasing
your prayer time or by pressing into the scripture. What should you do
now? Fearing the worst, you sense an urgency to get up and do
something.
Don’t be deceived, dear saint; God is at work in you. You don’t need
to do some religious thing to relieve the fear of becoming complacent.
Enjoy the rest; spend time with your family. Yes, pray and read, but
not religiously. Let this be a time of refreshing. God will tell you when
and where and how. Wait for Him! The work of preparation has not
been in vain; you will be fully satisfied. Soon, the God of heaven and
earth will beckon you to come to Him. You will move up from this
plateau of preparation and begin to climb Mount Zion, the Holy Hill,
once again. He has been preparing you for this glorious purpose: to
know Him and to make Him known. “By your patience possess your
soul.” (Luke 21:19).

Open for Me My Sister, My Love
“I sleep but my heart is awake. It is the voice of my Beloved! He
knocks saying, open for me my sister, my love, my dove, my perfect one
for My head is covered with dew, My locks with the drops of the
night…. I have taken off my robe. How can I put it on again? I have
washed my feet. How can I defile them?” Song of Solomon 5: 2-3
There are two types of people within a church. Actually, there are
three, the third being seriously wounded and unable to do much at the
present time. But for this purpose, two types will suffice. There are
those who seek God actively and those who are satisfied with lesser
things. The ones who settle for less are saved and have some
understanding of the things of God.
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They regularly attend church and are involved to a certain extent. But
the thought of fellowship and communion with God is far from their
mind and interests. They say, “We are saved and filled with the Holy
Spirit. Don't bother me about seeking the Lord. You are trying to be
too spiritual.” The Beloved comes and knocks at their door, but they
are ready for sleep. How could they possibly get up now?
Much of the church is willing to go only so far. In their heart they know
there is a price to pay for intimacy with God and they are not willing
to pay it. How about you? God is calling you to come close to Himself.
"Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14). Many are called
to draw near, but few earnestly seek God. Perhaps those that do are the
ones that will be chosen.
You must purpose to be with your Lord. He loves you and wants you
near to Him. Yes, God will accommodate you at the level where you
choose to stop. But do you truly want to stay here? You will miss so
much!

Nothing Just Happens!
"You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain...”
John 15:16
Suddenly, or so it seems, from out of nowhere a new invention
transforms much of the civilized world. Walla! The light bulb is
invented; electricity is harnessed to serve mankind. An unknown
physician begins to perform a new medical procedure that saves
thousands of lives. A brilliant statesman emerges bringing fresh, doable
concepts for feeding the masses. A small-town preacher releases a
wonderful transforming anointing that sets many captives free.
Suddenly? No, not at all! The inventor tried thousands of
experiments… and failed repeatedly. The physician studied for years,
spent many sleepless nights and suffered the rebuke of colleagues. The
statesman was rejected, lost elections, lost his supporters. And the
preacher? The preacher was bruised and crushed by the ones he came
to serve. He lived by faith and died to self.
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And then it happened - the breakthrough. Rising up on wings like
eagles; blessings begin to flow and lives are changed. Naysayers are
baffled and widespread notoriety follows. Not that any of these soughtafter fame, they were simply pressing into their God-given purpose.
Onlookers become jealous; not fully understanding the cost of success
or even realizing what success is. (Fame and fortune it is not.) But to
say that it comes suddenly denigrates the process.
You may be in such a process right now. Don't despise small
beginnings and don't become discouraged by your failures. You have
been chosen to fulfill a special purpose. Don’t focus on the grandiose;
be faithful in the little things. God knows where you are; trust Him.
The best is yet to come! Much fruitfulness awaits, fruit that will remain.

The Purpose of Pain
“But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.” 1Peter 5:10-11
“Why am I in pain? Why must there be suffering in this world? God,
why don't you stop this?” These questions have plagued mankind since
Adam and Eve left the Garden. The answer can only be found in the
nature and character of God Himself.
We know that our Lord is good… and that He is love. Millions around
the world have experienced His goodness and kindness. There must be
a reason why He allows pain, a higher purpose. Life itself would not
make sense unless there was something good and glorious that would
emerge from the suffering that we have all experienced. In fact, history
confirms this. Many have risen to greatness after enduring a season of
affliction. Works of mercy have been established, even nations birthed
as an aftermath of suffering. What good thing does God have planned
for you?
Although awful and difficult, pain accomplishes something. The nerve
endings in your fingertips allow you to distinguish the difference
between sandpaper and linen. They also transmit pain to caution of
possible tissue damage, causing your hand to recoil from a fire. This
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type of pain is good; it heralds a warning. And then there is the
emotional pain resulting from the burden of sin. This is meant to bring
repentance. Suffering also serves to crush your self-life, refining and
pruning the servant of God. It is usually uncomfortable to die to self,
very painful when you resist. Everyone has an aversion to pain, but
nonetheless, it is a necessary part of God’s plan… And the pangs of
childbirth bring forth life.
Evaluate the source of your pain, beloved. Listen for the still small
voice of God and obey. Some pain can be alleviated by repentance, or
by forgiving someone who has offended you. There are times when
pain must be rebuked as a work of the devil. And sometimes it must be
endured. Ask God.
There are so many who suffer. What can be said except “God is love.”
He must be trusted. He won’t allow you to suffer longer than necessary;
He loves you. Please run to Him instead of away. His comforting arms
await you; His shoulder is a place for your tears.

What Will You Do with Your Pain?
“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.” James 5:13
This question is asked with the utmost love and understanding. What
will you do with your suffering? Dear Christian, there are but a few
choices: You could become engulfed in self-pity, bitterness and
resentment. If others caused the pain, hatred and revenge may be
crouching at the door. And, of course, you could become angry with
God for allowing it all to happen. Pain and suffering have caused many
to turn back from loving Jesus.
Or, you could learn to trust God, call on Him and lay your burdens at
His feet. Will you forgive and forgive again, and begin to understand
at a new level, that the Almighty is at work in your life? He will use
suffering to bring you to a place of utter dependence upon each word
that proceeds from His mouth. This level of obedience can only be
reached through suffering, “though He was a Son, yet He learned
obedience by the things which He suffered” (Heb. 5:8).
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Maybe you are already doing your best to bring these burdens to your
loving Father but you continue to lapse into self-pity. Take courage,
friend; you are making progress. You have such wonderful potential,
having suffered. There is increased understanding and compassion and
perhaps more spiritual power and authority. You are becoming a gold
or silver vessel of honor ready for the Master's use. You have come
through the fire and the flood; you have gone way too far to turn back
now. Choose wisely; listen for His voice. Soon you will see clearly.
There is much light ahead.

The Struggle
“And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be
troubled and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, ‘My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death...’” Mark 14:33-34
Jesus was facing the greatest challenge of His life. Indeed, the very
purpose of His life was about to be fulfilled, but at what cost?
Indescribable physical pain, rejection and humiliation… He must have
read all about it in the Book of Isaiah.
How could He endure such suffering? The intensity of His struggle is
described in these few words: troubled, deeply distressed, and
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. His emotional pain was so severe
that He wanted to die, then and there. to escape the onslaught that was
to come. Do you understand, beloved? Perhaps you do.
Jesus understands your struggle with pain, your questions, and your
desire to escape. You must never consider yourself to be sinful if you
feel the need to question God; or think that you are weak or that you
are out of God’s will when feeling deeply distressed or exceedingly
sorrowful. All of these emotions are normal. Don’t allow the enemy of
your soul to condemn you for feeling this way.
There is, however, one key principle to embrace when going through a
time of suffering. It is vital that you know and believe this: God is
ultimately in control of all things and He has allowed your pain for a
purpose. Do not focus on anyone else… as the source of your pain.
Jesus did not blame Judas for betraying Him, Peter for denying Him,
and the other disciples for running away. He did not blame the
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Pharisees for delivering Him to Herod, nor did He blame Pilate or the
Roman soldiers for crucifying Him - He forgave them. Jesus
understood that His suffering and death was part of God’s plan and
purpose for His life.
Blaming another will only intensify your suffering, beloved. Bitterness,
resentment, hatred, and revenge will destroy you. Do you understand?
God has allowed this suffering because of His great love for you. If you
respond correctly you will become enriched, more humble, more like
Jesus … and a greater blessing to others. This is the truth! In the midst
of it all, please be mindful that God is in control. He will set the limits
of your pain, its intensity and duration. He will not allow you to suffer
one day longer than is necessary.
How long will you struggle? Let us look to Jesus for the answer to this
question. The Son of God struggled to the point of sweating blood and
then offered this humble prayer of surrender “…Abba, Father, all
things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless,
not what I will, but what You will” (Mark 14:36).
My Father, I am deeply distressed. Sometimes I can hardly breathe
under this weight. My eyes have been emptied of tears; my heart is
almost void of feelings. I have tried all that I know how to do and yet
I remain in agony. I come to You now, trusting You, believing that You
are in control of all things…. and I surrender everything. Please
complete Your work and accomplish Your purposes in me and through
me. Thank You for what You are about to do.

The Deeper the Foundation
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory...” 2Corinthians 4:16-17
Someone once said, “No pain, no gain.” Another has said, “The greater
the pain, the greater the glory.” But this one is best because it describes
your optimum potential: “The deeper the foundation, the taller the
building.”
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The very depth of your suffering prepares a solid foundation for an
extremely fruitful life. You have gained spiritual insight too deep for
words and have a far greater knowledge of God’s love and mercy. You
have so much to offer!
If you study the lives of those who have blessed this world in some
significant way, you will find that they all endured a season of
suffering. Understanding this truth, one of the saints who went before
us wrote, “Count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have
its perfect work that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing”
(James 1: 2).
Some of the early Church mystics tried to help the process along by
mortifying their flesh (bringing suffering upon themselves). I don’t
think this really works. Unfortunately, it may have caused more selfrighteousness than humility. Be sure to remember it is God's work to
conform you to the image of Jesus (Rom. 8:29), not yours. He will do
it, and will also be faithful to bring it to completion.
Lord, please rebuild my house on the firm foundation of Jesus Christ.
You have dug painfully deep, now build solid and tall, to the glory and
honor of Your name.

The Cause of Suffering - the Devil?
God is usually not the author of suffering, dear friend (although He
does discipline His children and that may seem quite painful at the
time.) However, much of our suffering comes from our own bad
choices. Clearly, some pain comes from the hand of sinful men or
directly from demons. “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed,
Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have
prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have
returned to Me, strengthen your brethren’” (Luke 22:31,32)
.
God permitted Simon Peter to be sifted by the devil. After he recovered
from his painful failure, Peter went forward to be one of the greatest
figures in Church history. It is interesting to see what he wrote several
years later: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist
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him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are
experienced by your brotherhood in the world. But may the God of all
grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you”
(1Peter 5:8-10).
Dear warrior, if you discern that your suffering is coming from the
wicked one, you may need to fight! Some sickness emanates directly
from hell. Demonic attacks can also come through the words and
actions of others. Submit to God, believe His promises, and resist the
devil. Use the spiritual weapons of warfare; put on the full armor of
God. He has trained your hands for war; in the power of the Spirit, push
him back. Remember, this warfare must not be by your own effort. You
will surely fail if you attempt to stand in your own strength. The enemy
is wiser and stronger, but through Christ you can do all things. Listen
for His voice and do what He does.
God will only permit that which will be used to help you grow closer
to Him, to refine and perfect you, and make you more fruitful. Allow
Him to do His work. Run to Him during these difficult times, not away.
He will only permit those things into your life that will work to
eventually bring much blessing to you and to others.
There will be an end to this dark night of pain... then you will
experience great joy. “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes
in the morning” (Psalm 30:5). If you are still crying about something,
it simply means that God is not yet finished. Trust Him and Believe!
He will do all that He promised to do!

Fulfilling Your Potential
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1John 1:9
“Wrong choices may slow down your progress, but know that you
know this: If you repent and allow the Holy Spirit to teach you by them,
you will be back on track and moving forward again. Only with God
can you start over more than once with an unblemished, untarnished,
100 percent, still-intact potential; the same potential He has always
intended you to fulfill. Regardless of what anyone tells you, God’s plan
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and purposes for you are not limited and diminished because you
messed up in the past. Your present, your future, your relationship with
the Lord and others will only be diminished by your ability to receive
God’s grace” (Shattering Your Strongholds by Liberty Savard).
What you have just read is probably one of the best renditions of
Amazing Grace that has ever been written. Embrace this truth with all
of your heart and believe it in the very depths of your soul. Receive it
for yourself and apply it to others. If you have truly repented, dear
Christian, your sins are washed away and forgotten. God gives you a
fresh start.
No doubt, there are consequences for your sins and mistakes; but God
will transpose your failure into wisdom and take you far beyond to the
plan that He had originally prepared. Read this again: “Regardless of
what anyone tells you, God’s plan and purposes for you are not limited
and diminished because you messed up in the past.” You can move
forward now with complete confidence.
Men may freeze you in time, reminding you of your sin. Some may
even seek to hinder your advancement. Nonetheless, remember that
promotion comes from the Lord. His plan for your life is still unfolding.
The Lord makes a way where there is no way. Trust Him one day at a
time.
Arise and shine, dear friend; God’s best purpose for your life remains
ahead of you. Don’t look back. In fact, minimize all that was before
and maximize the present, looking “unto Jesus, the author and
finisher” of your faith. This is the loving, restorative heart of God….
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You Desire Truth
“Behold, You desire truth in the inner parts and in the hidden parts
You will make me to know wisdom.” Psalm 51:6
“What is Truth?” Pilate asked this question of Jesus. It is well worth
asking again today, especially in this hour of deception. Society has
believed the lie that there are no moral absolutes; good and evil are
relative. Situational ethics are taught in schools and sin abounds.
As we plunge to the depths of Jesus, the following question begs an
answer: Are you truthful? Do you realize that those who practice lies
will have no part in the Kingdom? This is a very serious matter. Truth
can be painful and humbling. You may have sought to protect yourself
with a lie or to build yourself up in the eyes of others. This is
displeasing to your Lord. Truth is essential; there is no option.
Self-deception has also run rampant in our society. There are so many
who are willing to deceive themselves in order to perpetuate their
disobedience to God. Don’t be one of these. Self-deception conflicts
with reality and sooner or later the house of cards will come crashing
down. Why can’t you admit that you were wrong? Truth is the only
remedy. Admit the truth, ask God and others for forgiveness, forgive
yourself, and move on. You can go no deeper, no farther in Christ,
without the truth lighting your path. “Lead me in Your truth and teach
me. For you are the God of my salvation.” Psalm 25:5

Purposeful Love
“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the
counsel of His will that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the
praise of His glory.” Ephesians 1:11-12
Everything He does flows from love. Even His anger and judgment
are measured by love. Do you think that the Ancient of Days is ever
out of control? God is never out of control! Every action is perfect, its
genesis is always love. Neither is God surprised, unless He chooses to
hide the future from Himself, and who can say if He does that? If He is
never surprised, He can only respond purposefully. And what is His
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purpose for you? He desires to conform you to the image of Jesus, to
sanctify you and to make you His beautiful bride.
Every challenge, every obstacle and temptation allowed to come your
way has a purpose: to strengthen, to sensitize you to the love of God
and the needs of others, to humble your flesh and permit your spirit to
grow. These are the ways of God, beloved. Yes, it is a narrow road.
Sometimes it seems only to be a dimly lit path laden with potholes; and
yet in overcoming, you prove your love for God. Onward Christian
soldier; you can do it. Your loving God is in control.

The Hazards and Benefits of Free Will
“And if you offer a sacrifice of a peace offering to the Lord, you shall
offer it of your own free will.” Leviticus 19:5
God knew before He created the angels that Lucifer would become
proud and rebellious. He also knew that Adam and Eve would fall.
Why then did He risk contaminating a perfect heaven and earth by
giving His creation a free will? We have already established the fact
that everything performed by God is purposeful and His purpose flows
from love. Nothing takes Him by surprise. Therefore, He must have
had a plan, a higher intention. His intent: to engender true love.
You see, love is undeniably dependent upon free will; love must be
freely given. God could not have had a loving relationship with
mankind if He designed us to bow daily and proclaim our love for Him.
The Creator may have found satisfaction in His creation and may have
even developed a fond affection for His most prized possession, but
there certainly could not have been a preprogrammed loving
relationship.
Dear child of God, your free will is absolutely paramount. And as
dangerous as it may seem, free will was a calculated and perfectly
necessary part of God’s marvelous plan. Do you understand? God has
given you the ability to choose for this one primary reason: that you
would choose to love Him. Do you love the Lord your God with all of
your heart?
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Who is the Bride?
“Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife.” Revelation 21:9
Most Christians have heard the phrase Bride of Christ. Of course, this
refers to His Church, or a segment thereof. Oh, how He loves His Bride.
There is absolutely no doubt about His passionate love for her... He
redeemed her with His own blood.
It would be worth knowing where this bride comes from, wouldn’t it?
After all, she will spend eternity with Jesus and behold His glory and
know Him intimately. What is her background? Did she emerge from
a prominent family; is she well educated? What does she look like; is
she beautiful? If your pastor were about to get married, you would
probably ask a few of these questions yourself, wouldn’t you?
The truth is, you would be aghast at this reply. Nonetheless, here is the
answer: Jesus has chosen a harlot for a wife, a bride with a very
checkered past. She has spurned His wooing. She did not really want
Him, only the good things He would give to her. She has repeatedly
committed adultery with the world. Her hair is matted, her body filthy,
her clothes are torn and soiled. This is the one to whom Jesus will be
wed. Can you explain this? Who could?
He kneels beside her broken, wasted frame and speaks words of love.
He nourishes her with His own body and washes and purifies her with
His own blood. He holds her tenderly. Beloved, this is your Jesus; this
is the love of God ...for YOU!
She stands beside Him now in resplendent beauty; her garments
radiant, without blemish or wrinkle. Her eyes shining with love. Who
recognizes her? Who even remembers her past? For the Bride has made
herself ready, and Jesus, her loving Savior, has adorned her with
perfection. Let endless praise and eternal glory be lavished upon Him
forever and ever. Amen.
"Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready." Rev. 19:7
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The Struggle of Obedience
“If you love me you will obey my commands.” John 14:15
•
•
•
•

When it comes to obedience, don’t say, “I can’t obey.” It is
either “I will” or “I won’t!”
There is a vast difference between a struggling saint who sins
and the one who blames others, rationalizes and justifies
themselves.
The one who struggles with sin repents, tries, fails, and repents
again. These are pleasing to God and is in the process of being
conformed to the image of Christ.
Those who justify themselves and their sinful ways, giving
reasons and making excuses are proud… and God resists the
proud.

Dear disciple, “You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against
sin” (Heb. 12:4). Stand firm in the Lord; He will help you!

Diligence
“I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7
Did you realize when Jesus said to ask, seek and knock (Matthew 7)
that the Greek present tense for these words emphasizes continuous
action? You are to continue to knock, like the persistent man asking for
bread at midnight. Keep knocking until the door opens. The Master
wants to teach His servants to be diligent and persistent.
God has given each one of us an assigned task. He provides guidance,
grace, and anointing to all. He encourages, forgives, and picks us up
when we fall. With God being no respecter of persons, there is equal
opportunity for each runner to win their race. Why then do some remain
less fruitful? Diligence is the key. Dear disciple, only the diligent and
persevering will win the highest prize. Those who are faint-hearted and
faltering will not fulfill God’s best.
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The Master requires you to reach high for the best things. This stretches
you beyond yourself and makes you more dependent upon Him, His
strength and grace. Because of this, only a few will press on past the
good, and the better, all the way to the best. Why can’t you be one of
these? His grace is sufficient for you. Those who keep going in spite of
problems, pain and difficulty will eventually overcome. You can win
this race; keep running. Don’t stop now; you’re almost there. “Do you
not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it” (1Cor. 9:24).

The Perception of Truth
“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know
in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.”
1Corinthians 13:12
What you believe to be definitely true may not be the truth! After all,
you only “know in part.” Do you understand that your perception of
truth is influenced by several factors? Hopefully, Holy Spirit is gaining
the most sway, but there are also personal experiences, prior teachings,
parents, culture, even your personality. All of these factors clearly
shape who you are and what you believe, both in the natural and the
spiritual. It is essential that you realize this: Only a percentage of what
you believe to be true is absolute TRUTH
.
There is a period of time during your spiritual development when you
are vulnerable to assimilating non-truth. You believe your parents,
pastor and teachers without question, even if the doctrine being taught
has been faulty for hundreds of years, handed down from one
generation to another. Indeed, the Bible is the standard of truth;
nonetheless, there are few who wholeheartedly agree with each other’s
interpretation. Leaders of various Christian backgrounds, all born of
the Spirit, all knowing Hebrew and Greek will arrive at a variety of
conclusions when researching the same verses. How can this be?
Someone must be incorrect.
Make no mistake about it, doctrine is very important. You need to know
what to believe for salvation, holiness, and victorious living, etc. Even
so, are you able to hold peripheral doctrines in an open hand, enabling
you to receive something more? There is no compromise suggested
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here: Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sin is
absolute Truth. But will you continue to fight and divide over
eschatology, baptisms or eternal security? It is time to grow-up, saint;
learn from Jesus.
Has this reading disturbed you? Perhaps your faith is mostly built upon
doctrine. This is not good. Like a house of cards, remove a doctrine and
the whole house collapses. If your faith leans too heavily upon doctrine,
you may be threatened by change or may become dogmatic and
legalistic. A doctrinal ‘purist’ may even isolate from others for fear of
contamination. This is actually very weak faith.
Jesus is truth, dear friend. Your faith must be built upon a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. His Holy Spirit will lead you into all
truth. Come to Him once again as a child, with child-like faith, and
relearn His truth.

Doctrine Supreme?
“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God
shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works
righteousness is accepted by Him.’” Acts 10: 34-35
Methodists, Lutherans, Catholics, Pentecostals, Baptists, and Seventh
Day Adventists are all operating in the gifts of the Holy Spirit? How
can this be? Members from diverse doctrinal backgrounds have been
experiencing signs and wonders. It should be obvious that God is
pouring out His Spirit on all flesh. Some of the sons and daughters that
are prophesying and flowing in the Spirit have doctrines that may be
quite different from yours. When you observe God doing these things
logic should certainly dictate that God is no respecter of persons.
The Pharisees considered doctrine to be supreme; and so do religious
people of today. But Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their dogmatic
approach. Be careful that you don’t make the same mistake. There will
be no rewards handed out for the one with the best doctrine. The Lord
is far more interested in your heart.
Maybe you will be surprised to see those in heaven whose beliefs you
did not agree with. Yes, they embraced Jesus’ death and resurrection
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but, “Those other things are complete heresy,” you say. Surprise! The
blood of Jesus even covers inaccurate doctrines. And that’s not all!
Their position of honor and responsibility in heaven may be greater
than the ones with the “perfect” doctrine and the “correct” order of
service. While they were busy searching the scriptures to prove the socalled heretics wrong, criticizing their doctrines and practices, these
imperfect ones were pouring out their heart… giving, serving and
loving.
Any doctrine that denies Salvation through the shed blood of Jesus
Christ, or tolerates sin, is heresy; make no mistake about that! The
Apostle’s Creed is an excellent criterion for sound doctrine and has
been the foundational standard for nearly 2000 years... Lord of the
Harvest, please forgive me for my judgmental heart. Help me to
lovingly receive all of my brothers and sisters in Christ. By Your grace,
as You give opportunity, I will serve them and serve with them.

From the Depths of Your Wounds
“Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he
said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.”2Cor. 12:8-10
There is no doubt that God wants His children to be emotionally and
physically whole. There are many, however, who struggle with burdens
most of their life. Their thorn in the flesh somehow makes them humble
and more useful. You know that Paul asked the Lord to remove his
burden but the Lord lovingly told him, “My grace is sufficient.” Many
of God’s servants serve while carrying a cross.
The current western Church has become very introspective, spending a
lot of time trying to get everything analyzed and perfect… while the
rest of the world is hungry, naked, and going to hell. These poor ones
are not worrying about the emotional wounds they received as a child,
or how deprived they were because their parent didn't love them. They
are simply trying to survive, needing food, clothing and shelter. Why
should we have the luxury of such extravagant self-awareness?
There was a man who was seriously depressed. Doctors and pills didn’t
seem to help. After reading a lesson about seed faith, He decided to
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plant a seed for his healing by volunteering at a local hospital. He could
hardly function, but by God’s grace, he routinely served. As he began
to look away from himself to the needs of others, the depression
subsided…only ten minutes at a time, at first, but in a few months,
hours would pass without depression. He went on to complete victory.
(Consider this: Whatever you need, give that to someone else. If you
are feeling depressed, encourage someone… if lonely, visit a shut in. It
is the principle of sowing and reaping.)
Certainly, there are times for self-examination and inner healing; this
is necessary and good. But, how much time is spent in this place called
self? Don’t wait to serve until you are completely well, completely
healed. Yes, seek help, get rest, receive good counsel, but as God gives
you strength get out of yourself. You will find that your healing will
come more quickly and others will be blessed by the river of life
flowing from the depths of your wounds.

Inviting God into the Problem
“I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and doubting...” 1Timothy 2:8
Many have been mystified by the need for prayer. After all, isn’t God
omniscient and compassionate? If He knows all things and desires to
help the hurting why doesn’t He just do it? Why should He require
prayer as a prerequisite to His intervention in any given matter? Very
simple: God has given man a free will and dominion over planet earth.
He will not violate this free will. In fact, God considers our will sacred
because it is the very birthplace of our choice to love… to love Him.
Therefore, God has ordained that we must pray to invite Him into the
problem, for our own needs and the needs others. This simple invitation
frees His hands to act. He sees the need and His compassionate heart
wants to answer.
An omniscient God knows the perfect time to act. That is why His Holy
Spirit stirs you to pray, sometimes with very specific guidance, even
waking you in the midnight hours.
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Our loving, merciful God quickens you to intercede for others: your
family, city, and nation. He may also remind you to humbly ask Him
to show mercy rather than justice and judgment. How the nations are
heaping up their sins. The righteous judgment of God is knocking at
the door, but God prefers mercy and is simply looking for someone to
ask Him to be merciful. His holy nature, which demands justice, is
mollified by your cries for mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. Are
you willing to intercede? Will you cry for mercy? Take the time to pray
today.

The Commandments of Men
“O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among
you as crucified? This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive
the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are you
so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect
by the flesh?” Galatians 3:1-3
Dear Christian, something on this short list of rules may offend you
unless you have matured to freedom. The doctrines of men are not new;
religious people from all backgrounds have burdened their followers
with rules not found in the scriptures. In some cases, leaders being
fearful of their own weaknesses have imposed their personal restraint
upon all. In other instances, legalism and poor teaching have been
handed down for generations. Some offer scriptural foundations for
their unscriptural restrictions, but if the truth be known, their
theological premise is quite shaky.
Disciple of Jesus, how the Church needs a fresh understanding of the
ways of God. Religious rules have hindered the work of the Holy Spirit
and caused the Church to appear as an exclusive religious club for
“holy” people. This is not what the Lord intended.
In Church
• No fellowship with those of a different church
• No Holy Communion with those of differing doctrine
• No Bible translation except the Authorized Version
• No women allowed to do ministry
• No drums or other instruments except piano / organ
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•
•

No clapping or dancing in church
No prophecy or speaking in tongues

Personal
• No makeup or jewelry
• No long hair or short hair
• No meat
• No alcohol
• No coffee
• No movies or TV
• No dancing
• No playing card games
Jesus said, “Hear and understand: ‘Not what goes into the mouth
defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man’”
(Matt. 15:11). “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay
upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: that you
abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled,
and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will
do well” (Acts 15:28-29).

Because the Days Are Evil
“Be sober; be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast
in the faith,” 1Peter 5:8
There is a fierce battle raging for the souls of men, for your soul. The
purpose: to make you stumble and to pull you away from the One Who
loves you. The intensity of the battle is such that every weakness may
be tested and exploited, including your physical health and emotional
needs. Does the evil one have an open door in any area of your life?
Ask God to show you.
Dear island, you do need others. Do not become independent and
prideful. Seek help; ask for prayer; become accountable to someone.
And of course, be quick to repent. Submit to God and resist the devil.
When someone wounds you, forgive them… yes, forgive again. And
when you are the one who did the wounding, ask for forgiveness. As
the battle intensifies, remember that it is the Lord’s battle. Hide in Him;
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He is your high tower. He goes before you and is your rear guard. He
has trained your hands for war. He is your strength. Put on your armor
and stand, my friend. And if you should get knocked down, get up.
GET UP! You can do it. Don’t quit.
This battle has not taken God by surprise. He wouldn’t have led you
here unless He knew that you were ready for this day. You may not feel
prepared, but you know that the Almighty accomplishes His best work
in the midst of your weakness. You are in training, valiant warrior; take
courage. The day is soon approaching when His life will flow through
you unhindered and many will be blessed. “Lift up your heads, O you
gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory
shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle.” Psalm 24:7-8

The Condition of Self
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much
grain.” John 12:24
There is so much flesh that stands between the Holy Spirit within you
and a hurting world that needs a touch from God: your pride, selfconsciousness, fear, doubt, etc. Our self-life often prevents effective
ministry. What a hindrance we are to the work of God.
The Lord was recently encouraging you to speak to your neighbor
about Him, but something got in the way: your pride. “He will think
I’m one of those religious fanatics.” In fact, you doubted that it really
was God speaking to you anyway. The same was true when you felt
stirred to put extra money in the offering. I know you love God and
truly desire to obey Him, but there is just so much self standing in the
way. Cheer up, the condition of self is common to mankind. The same
scenario is played out on every continent, in every Christian home.
Have you asked God to do whatever is necessary to make you more
like Jesus? If so, this was an admirable prayer, expressed from a willing
heart. When you submitted to His Lordship, you were acknowledging
that you do not belong to yourself any longer. You have been purchased
with the blood of the only begotten Son… and the Refiner already has
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the matter well in hand. It’s a long, slow process and your cooperation
may speed things up, but you cannot change by your own effort. God
is the potter; you are the clay.
The narrow road between self and death to self is riveted with craters
and there are many woundings; some are self-inflicted. Lest we make
it sound too treacherous, we must also declare that there are many
blessings, fulfillments, and rest stops. But even so, few have the
courage and endurance to make the entire journey. Will you trust the
Lord to lead you? Don’t quit! Please don’t give up! The world so
desperately needs someone who will die to self and endure the refining
process. Will you carry the presence of our God, allowing Him to flow
through you unhindered by self? Please Lord, let me be that one.

The Human Heart
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who
can know it…” Jeremiah 17:9
It seems to be inherent. You can see selfish, self-gratifying ways in
your own children, can’t you? They demand their desires and they
want it now! If left undisciplined, these same sweet kids could even,
God forbid, grow to be criminals. And things are no different with
adults; the heart of man is wicked! Some would call this original sin,
handed down from our parents, Adam and Eve. All men, women, and
children, in some way, succumb to their sinful natures.
Throughout the Bible, we see extraordinary men of God expose their
dark side: Noah, in his later years was drunk and naked. Moses,
considered to be one of the world’s greatest leaders, was impatient, had
a bad temper, and even murdered an Egyptian. And most of us know
the story of David and Bathsheba... lust, adultery, and murder.
But Solomon’s sin was possibly the most shocking of all. The wisest
man who had ever lived became a fool, turning to idolatry. Even in the
New Testament, Peter denied Christ and Paul wrestled with his sinful
flesh (Rom. 7:18-25).
It makes you wonder how God’s purposes are accomplished through
such weak and sinful vessels. Don’t kid yourself; no matter how holy
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you think you are, you will always carry your sin nature. This is why
we must be so careful. Sooner or later, temptations will arise from our
own lustful desires: “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away
by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do
not be deceived, my beloved brethren (James 1:14).
God allows you to see the failings of these great men as a warning, yes;
but also, to give you hope. Do you realize that David’s name is
mentioned 897 times in the Bible! God knew that David would sin.
Why did He choose him to be such a stunning example of strength,
worship and prophetic anointing? If God had chosen a perfect man,
what hope would there be for the rest of us?

His Bride… My Purpose
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the
Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.”
Revelation 19:7 (NIV)
God has revealed Himself to mankind as the One who loves. In point,
the apostle John writes “God is love.” He also desires to be loved. The
Holy One has shamelessly pursued mankind for six millennia. Have
you ever pondered these things? Having done so for the better part of
forty years, I am convinced that the primary reason for God’s creation
was to produce a bride. Dear friend, the ultimate purpose for your
existence is to become the bride of Jesus!
The Trinity, knowing intimate fellowship for all eternity, wanted to
share Their love with another. “Let Us make man in Our image,” They
said. Of course, it would be elementary for the Godhead to simply
speak humanity into existence. After all, God is God! But to create
love, now that could be a challenge. True love, you see, could not be
programmed; it must be freely given. For a created being to sincerely
love the Creator, he must have a free will. He must be permitted to
choose.
It seems as though the omnipotent Creator can do all things... but one.
Perhaps you are aghast at the mere suggestion; nonetheless, it appears
to be true. God cannot force you to love Him. Love that is demanded
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or programmed like a computer, is not true love and could never be
satisfying to the One desiring to be loved. It must be freely given from
the heart. This is why your free will is so sacred to God. It is utterly
your choice: to love Him or not.
Can you imagine the thought of allowing created beings to have a free
will? Consider the Ancient of Days contemplating this concept; like a
Grandmaster chess player examining the next move. With a smile that
lit the heavens, He shouts, “YES! This will work. This plan will
produce a beautiful, spotless bride for My Jesus.”
With free will, enters the possibility of disobedience; sin and every type
of inhumanity invade God’s pure intention of love. The Omniscient
One, knowing everything beforehand, decided to use the devil’s
prideful rebellion and subsequent plot to cause the fall of mankind, as
a testing ground for love. This adversity would become a fertile
seedbed where love could be nurtured and grown. Choosing to obey
God in the midst of temptation and adversity is synonymous with
loving Him.
Imagine, a bride with a capacity for loving and a propensity for evil,
choosing to freely surrender to Jesus, her husband, the Lover of her
soul. What an awesome plan! How will He woo you, beloved, and
cause you to love Him? The greatest of love stories is still unfolding.
There is a glorious wedding in your future. Shouldn’t you be making
yourself ready?
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How Does God Perceive Sin?
“He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us
according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the
earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as the
east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from
us. As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear
Him. For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.”
Psalm 103:10-14
Is He an angry God, insistent on holiness and demanding perfection,
offended and indignant because He made a law and you willfully
disobeyed? (In essence saying, “How dare you disobey Me!”) Is this
who God is? I don’t think so. Instead, God views your sin as an obstacle
to an intimate relationship. He is more concerned about your
relationship with Him than your sin. And because He is concerned
about that relationship, He is concerned about your sin. Do you
understand? He wants you to be free from bondage so that you can have
an unencumbered friendship with Him. He wants you to be free from
worry and fear and lusts, so that you can grow to love Him and
understand His ways… to become all that you can be.
When someone who loves God is caught in the snare of the enemy, He
is not quick to bring judgment and punishment. If that were true, we
would all be destroyed. God looks at the heart. In other words, He looks
deeper than the sin to the root problem: your weak humanity. He knows
that you are dust and He has pity on you. Does this excuse sin? No,
absolutely not. God is perfectly holy and never excuses sin; He forgives
sin. You must not sin, but if you do, you have an advocate with the
Father... and He forgives. He is merciful and loving and kind.
Make no mistake about it, God does get angry, but He is slow to anger
(Read Psalm 103). He much prefers mercy to judgment and will offer
mercy anew every morning; even extraordinary mercy and grace to
those whom He chooses to bestow it upon. Repent, dear friend, turn
away from the things that have ensnared you. Our loving God wants
you to come closer.
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Mercy, Grace and Healing
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with
lovingkindness I have drawn you. Again I will build you, and you shall
be rebuilt, O virgin of Israel!” Jeremiah 31:2-4
Are you a drug addict or an alcoholic? Are you involved in other
habitual weaknesses like overeating, smoking cigarettes, or sexual
lust? Do not think that God seeks to condemn you? He desires to heal
and deliver you. Do you understand, beloved? God’s motivation is
always love...always restoration. He sees beyond the sin to the cause
and will speak a loving word to you so that your soul may be healed.
Repentance simply means this: humility and agreement with God’s
will. It is a turning from your way of doing things, in obedience to
God’s word. This opens the door for healing and deliverance. You are
not repenting because an angry Judge must be appeased, but because a
loving Friend wants you to be restored. He is faithful to bring you back
into agreement with His way, which is best for you, and for your
relationship with Him.
Some have said that we hurt God when we sin. It would seem more
accurate to say that the Lord is saddened when you sin because you are
needlessly hurting yourself and others. And He misses the fellowship
while you are away. This is the heart of a loving Father.
There are times, however, when He will warn of consequences because
of our rebellious, self-indulgent actions. (Make no mistake, there are
some very serious consequences.) Boundaries must be established and
warning of consequences for overstepping those boundaries.
Nevertheless, you should see these boundaries as guardrails on a
narrow road that leads to the center of His loving heart. Do not see them
as religious laws that cause bondage to religious ways. Your goal, your
destination: friendship with God, a relationship that brings you stability
and healing and fruitfulness.
The Author of Perfection is very consistent, dear disciple. He is
perfectly consistent and impartial and He has set two standards, one for
those who are saved and another for those who are not. You already
know of His great mercy and grace toward His children. But the
unsaved, (those who have not accepted the sacrifice of Jesus’ shed
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blood) He must judge by the Law. There is no personal relationship and
no intimacy, simply law and judgment. God does show great patience
and extends mercy; He desires that all would be saved. But finally,
judgment must come because God is holy.

Behind Enemy Lines
“We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway
of the wicked one.” 1John 5:19
Alpha Company is surrounded. “Ammunition and supplies are running
low. Many casualties. Send help; send reinforcements.” These words
may have been transmitted by the radioman during a fierce battle of
WWII, Korea or Viet Nam. Desperate, almost pleading… the end is
near if help doesn’t arrive soon.
Do you realize that you too, are behind enemy lines? Do you know that
the devil and his demons rule this world? This would certainly explain
a lot, wouldn’t it? Simply look around you, death and destruction
abound. Even the wide-eyed optimist must admit something is wrong.
I encourage you to read: 2Cor. 4:4, Dan. 10:13, Eph. 2:2, John 12:31,
14:30, 16:11. Jesus refers to Satan as the “ruler of this world”, “for the
ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me” (John 14:30).
Our Savior infiltrated the enemy’s domain to rescue you. It is quite
obvious that Satan has authority and a hierarchy of demons, and he
desires your demise.
This thought may cause you to feel a little insecure. “After all,” you
say, “God is God and I trust in Him.” True, but you must know where
you are, who you are, and what you are to do… if you are to be an
effective soldier of the cross.
Peter tells you that the devil “prowls like a hungry lion” seeking
someone to devour. It could also be said like this, “The devil is hiding
like a sniper ready to take you out.” Are you wearing your body armor?
You have a few defenses: helmet and shield, etc. You also have a few
weapons: your sword, which is the Word of God, and your prayers.
Like the radioman calling for an aerial bombardment or strategies from
headquarters, you too must realize how dire the hour and cry out for
help. Are you praying with desperate fervency?
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Now, the good news: The victory has been declared; Jesus has won the
war. You can stand; hang in there. You can make it; help is on the way.
Soon you will be singing the song of triumph, to the glory and honor
of His name. And yes, the Almighty is in control of all things, even this
current battle!

Your Priorities
“...where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Luke 12: 34
It is quite typical for the servants of God to think that they are
advancing in Christian maturity a little farther than they really are. Yes,
there are those who always denigrate themselves, but many are
inwardly quite pleased with their righteousness. Probably wouldn’t
admit it though, even to themselves.
Let’s examine your checkbook and credit card bill today. These
instruments can reveal so much about your life and your heart. Within
the past few months, where have you been spending your money? What
have you been doing? These questions aren’t intended to be legalistic;
what you do with your money is your own business. Nonetheless, it
may be time to reexamine your priorities. How much did you give to
your church and spend on the poor this month? What was spent to reach
the lost, both here and abroad? How much did you spend on
entertainment and nonessentials? Dear believer, this is not meant to
judge or condemn… just to reveal. What you do from here is up to you.

I Went Up by Revelation
“Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, and also took Titus with me. And I went up by revelation,”
Galatians 2:1-2
We can see from this Scripture that Paul went up to Jerusalem by
revelation, by the leading of the Lord. How many things do you do by
revelation? Unfortunately, the Spirit filled man is seldom a Spirit led
man.
God desires sons and daughters whom He can speak with, those whom
He can guide and direct. He desires that we grow past childhood and
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the stubborn struggle of self-will vs. His will. Our Father is looking
for a son or daughter who He can lead by a simple glance in their
direction. Are you one of these?
We don’t need to over spiritualize our walk with the Lord. Some
foolishly ask God to decide for them things that they can easily choose
for themselves. “What should I wear today?” “What should I eat?”
God gives us intellect and free will to decide these trivial matters.
Wouldn’t this type of question be so much better: “God, what should I
do today?” “Whom should I speak with?” “How can I serve you, my
Friend?”
Is your life yielded? You do realize that it is a daily decision to humble
yourself and take up your cross? Your surrender at the altar 10 years
ago is not sufficient for Spirit led living. Even the prayer that you
prayed in your car yesterday is not adequate for today. Following the
Lord requires a daily surrender of your will, your time, your reputation,
and your finances... your everything. This is normal Christianity; yet
most of us offer Him so much less.
Consider these scenarios:
You plan to go to work tomorrow, following the normal pattern of your
life. The Lord asks you to take the day off to encourage a sick friend.
Will you obey or will your sense of duty propel you onward toward
your job?
Perhaps you’re going to the store and you see someone in need on the
side of the road. The Holy Spirit says, “Stop and help.” Will you take
the time to help them or pass by in fear?
You are busy doing yard work and you receive an impression that your
neighbor could use some help. Will you set aside your activity or will
busyness override the Holy Spirit once again?
You desire to move mountains and see cities and nations transformed
by the power of God, but you have not learned to be led by the Spirit
in the very basic things. Forgive me, Lord, and teach me.
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Success
“then He said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God. ’Heb 10:9

Everyone wants to be successful. Granted, some give up easily, but
most of mankind struggles daily to find a measure of success. What is
it that brings you fulfillment: your job, money, your creativity, your
kindness to others? All of these are reasonable and the outworking of
the gifts and talents given to you by God. Exercise each one of your
gifts and talents, like someone learning to play the piano. Each practice
session will produce new insights, dexterity, and creativity. Finally, the
music begins to flow. After a season, a sweet sound emerges that will
bless others and bring personal satisfaction. Yes, use your gifts and
talents, but there is so much more.
The world will parade successful people before you and all of their
success stories, leading one to believe that fame and fortune is the way
to true happiness. Most of us have learned that this is not the case and
yet there is always the underlying temptation to seek after these things.
Within your heart, you may secretly long for recognition, money, a
bigger house, or a better job... and the cycle continues. So many people
are not satisfied with who they are, with what they have or with what
they do. This is no way to live.
If we look to the Scripture for the standard of success, we can easily
see that our Teacher did not have a home or a bed. He never held a
prestigious position. There were many more who hated Him than loved
Him. He was rejected by those He came to save and was finally
executed with criminals. By worldly standards He was certainly not
successful; in fact, He would be considered a failure.
What then is success? Servant of God, know this very well: Success is
learning to hear the voice of God, and learning to obey Him. True
success is accomplishing God’s will daily, and ultimately fulfilling His
purpose for your life. This simple understanding places everyone on
equal ground: the intellectual and the unlearned, the wealthy and the
poor, every race, every man and woman or child.
You can learn to hear the voice of God and you can learn to obey. If
you would simply do this, you would bless God and bless many.
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Are You More Spiritual Than Jesus?
“And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, ‘This Man
receives sinners and eats with them.’” Luke 15:2
Do you associate with addicts, homosexuals, and prostitutes? Would
you dare to go into a bar and minister to those in trouble? How the
world needs to meet a true Christian. Do you know where we can find
one?
We know that you are grateful for every good teaching and for every
good example set by those who have gone before you. Nonetheless,
much of what you have learned has probably not been pure revelation
from God. Your outreach ministry may be seriously hindered by the
self-imposed limitations of an erroneous religious culture. Do you
minister from an ivory tower and miss the numerous opportunities that
pass by each day? Jesus went to the highways and byways to seek that
which was lost. He was accused of associating with unclean people.
The simple fact is, He DID associate with unclean people. Do you?
If you have recently been delivered from drug addiction or alcoholism
please know that I am not encouraging temptation. At the proper time,
God will give you many opportunities to minister to your old friends
without placing you in jeopardy.
This word is for the Christian who sits in the pew and refuses to be
soiled by the world. Examine your heart. Would you establish a Bible
study in your local bar or pub? Jesus would surely go there to seek the
lost. Do the cigarette butts on the front lawn of your church offend you?
Are you offended by the smell of alcohol on the breath of the church
visitors? Why? Your church is not an exclusive club for holy people.
Will you invite the wounded to come sit at the feet of Jesus: the drug
addict, the homosexual, the depressed, the fearful, the dysfunctional,
and the strange? Didn’t Jesus come for these? Yes, it will require grace.
It will also require your patience, commitment, and love. But isn’t this
normal Christianity?
It is very irritating to listen to the conversation of a mentally disturbed
person. It is also offensive to smell the body odor of the homeless, but
dear Christian, who are you? If you are to follow in the footsteps of the
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Savior, you may find yourself in the streets and the bars and crack
houses. Will you follow Him there? Today, ask God to help you truly
love the unlovable.

More About Forgiveness
“So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his
heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” Matthew 18:35
You have been taught that forgiveness is a process, a process that
begins by making the decision to forgive. For some, this in itself is a
very big step. Now, the Lord wants to take you through the entire
process. So how do you know if you have forgiven completely, from
the heart as Jesus stated in Matthew 18:35? Here is a simple test:
•
•
•

When you see the offender, do old memories and unpleasant
feelings flood your soul?
Do you refuse to help the one who has offended you?
When you hear that something bad has happened to them, are
you inwardly happy?

Dear friend, if you answered “yes” to any one of these questions there
is still some forgiveness and healing needed. With God's help, you can
clear your heart of this residue. It will take time, sometimes months or
years. Bring this to the Lord again today. He will help you continue the
process. He is pleased with your willingness.
It is important to note that after an offense, in certain instances, trust
will need to be rebuilt even when there is forgiveness. Be wise; this
also takes time. For example: If your son borrows your car, gets drunk
and crashes it, you will forgive him completely. But, it will take a while
before you give him your car keys again. He will need to prove that he
can be responsible. Be careful; don't deceive yourself. There is no need
to withhold your love, friendship, or help. True forgiveness will offer
all of the above, but can still deny the car keys.
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Shifting the Blame
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1John 1:9
Many emotional problems have their root in guilt and shame. When
both of these rest squarely upon the shoulders of an individual, the
weight becomes too much to bear, causing depression, anger, anxiety.
This is usually the time people seek counseling.
Perhaps, the psychiatrist’s couch is a good place to unburden yourself.
You feel a little better at the end of the session and return the next week
for more of the same. There are many methods and styles of secular
psychiatric practice, some will investigate your past and then show you
that your problem was not really your fault. It was your mother or father
or somebody else; thus, shifting the blame. This relieves some of the
pressure and brings temporary relief. Regrettably your underlying
problem remains.
Our society has become very good at transferring blame. It seems as
though most people, when asked to give an explanation for their failure,
mistake, accident, error or sin will blame someone else; usually a
parent, spouse, sibling, boss, or coworker. Alas, this epidemic is
spreading unchecked throughout our nation.
How about you, beloved; can you admit your errors? Do you admit
your sins? God is very merciful, but He cannot forgive unless you
repent. And you cannot truly repent unless you admit that it was your
fault. Please make no mistake about it; you are responsible for your
own words and actions. Did you say something that wounded another?
Did you apologize? Did you forget to do something that you promised
to do? Remember, you blamed someone for not reminding you. What
about that other thing that seems too shameful to mention; who did you
blame for that?
Dear disciple, you are in pursuit of truth; that is why you are reading
this book. Be honest with yourself. Surrender your pride; admit the
truth, live in the Truth. Guilt and shame can be completely relieved at
the foot of the cross.
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Lay Up Treasures in Heaven
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21
Let me ask you a personal question: Do you tithe? Do you give
offerings and alms? Many Christians don’t like questions like these.
Yes, there have been scandals and bad teachings about giving… and
this has offended some and left a bitter taste. If we are truly honest
though, most people just don’t like to give away their money.
You know the goodness of the Lord and how much He loves you. Do
you really trust Him to supply your needs? Jesus mentioned several
times that you are to lay up treasures in heaven, not on earth. He speaks
of rewards and eternal blessings. He also told you “where your treasure
is there your heart will be also.” I know you believe Jesus. He said, if
you would give, men will give to you in abundance. And God, our
Father, clearly expressed through His prophet Malachi, that if you
would tithe, He would “open the windows of heaven and pour out a
blessing that you could not contain.”
This is such an elementary teaching: Earth is not your permanent
abode, heaven is. You are here on a temporary visa and you will soon
be returning home. Doesn’t it seem foolish to store up treasures here,
stockpiling things that you cannot take with you? Wouldn’t it be wiser
to send your treasures ahead of you, making a ‘wire transfer’ to
heaven? When you pray in secret, give, and bless others, you are
depositing finances into the Bank of Heaven. Everything else will be
left here. Please take God at His word, Christian. Give, and give
generously; give without telling others. You are making a direct deposit
into your heavenly account each time that you do. It’s up to you,
beloved; upon arriving home, you could find great treasure awaiting
you… or only a little. Trust God and learn to give.
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Your Choices
“…choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River,
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15
Each day we are confronted with a variety of choices. Most people,
upon arising, will decide what to wear, what to eat and what route to
take to work. We decide what we will do with our free time and what
we will do with our future: where we will go to school, who we will
marry and where we will live. There are a multitude of choices. At
times, you may feel locked-in to a certain set of circumstances.
Nevertheless, you are in this situation because of choices that you
made. Yes, some are true victims of circumstance, but most only
perceive that they are.
Beloved, your life is the sum total of your choices: your words and your
actions, not only the major ones, but also many seemingly insignificant.
It is absolutely vital that you realize this. For example: each time you
choose to eat an extra dessert, you may gain a little weight. A few years
from now, you will bemoan the obvious results. Choosing to criticize
and harbor ill feelings instead of forgiving and letting go, will also take
its toll spiritually, emotionally and physically; this is absolute truth.
What choices will you make today? Consider them carefully. Will you
choose to talk with God? Will you choose to do a kind deed? Will you
encourage your child much more than correct them; and show affection
to your spouse? Will you take the time to listen and then comfort
someone? These choices will reveal who you are and will actually
decide who you will become. Think about it.

Falling Gracefully
“For a righteous man may fall seven times and rise again.” Pro 24:16
Have you ever watched a professional athlete take a fall, perhaps a
runner or skater? What a spectacle it is. These seasoned racers seem to
glide through the air during the course of their competition. All eyes
are fixed upon them with hopeful expectation of victory.
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And then it happens; why, we are not sure. Did they stumble over an
obstacle in their path or did they trip over their own feet? Were they
bumped by another? They go crashing down, awkward, sprawling and
ugly. Everyone sees; everyone knows. Some look on in dismay, others
laugh nervously. (Jealousy will bring delight at another’s misfortune.)
Years of training and discipline collapse in his humiliating moment of
failure. All is lost - or is it? Can they rise again? Will they continue the
course? Can they still win this race even after falling on their face?
My dear disciple, with knees bloodied from your fall, with pride
crushed and eyes blinded with tears, GET UP! Get up from your failure.
Please get up! God’s grace is sufficient for you. You can proceed from
here; you can make it. Don’t give up now; please don’t quit. The
Church needs to know what you have just learned. Will you tell them?
Will you show them that our God is truly forgiving? Through His
tender mercies, you will regain your strength, your poise, and your
vision. “For the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom.
11:29). His plan and purpose for your life is still unfolding. You can
win this race. The best is yet to come!
“Do not rejoice over me, my enemy; when I fall, I will arise; when I sit
in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me. I will bear the indignation
of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him, until He pleads my
case and executes justice for me. He will bring me forth to the light; I
will see His righteousness.” Micah 7:8-9

Waiting to Know
“Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10
You can be positively sure, if your request is genuine, that the Mighty
One can move heaven and earth to show you His will. The Lord
searches for those who desire to accomplish His purposes. Needless to
say, percentage wise, there are very few. Don't you think that our
Master will give special attention to your heartfelt request?
Don't be afraid that you will miss His will. If your heart really wants
to obey, He will clearly show you His plan. Please believe me.
Understanding this truth will save you a great deal of anxiety, as you
wait on the Lord.
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Remember that God methodically prepares His servants. If you don't
receive your answer immediately, be patient. God has not rejected you.
Don't think that you missed Him while you were temporarily out. The
Great I AM has been at work in your life before you were born. He is
in the process of preparing you. You will know when you need to
know. Otherwise, you may try to accomplish God's will in your own
time and strength.
When speaking of fulfilling God's will, some think that this refers to
becoming a preacher or full time Christian worker. Perhaps this may
be true for you. However, generally speaking, it is applicable to
ordinary men, women and children from all walks of life, doing what
they do as unto the Lord. The truth is, there are none other than ordinary
people. But ordinary people led by the Holy Spirit, and possessing only
mustard seed-size faith, can do extraordinary things!
Every Christian can and should be led daily by the Holy Spirit, listening
for instructions from the Lord, praying for this one, doing a kind deed
for that one, testifying of God's goodness and serving in total surrender
to His will. It is absolutely vital for you to know and do God's will, not
only for your own fulfillment but also for the outworking of His
purposes through you. He will show you; you can be sure of it. Wait
patiently and continue to do what He has already told you to do. I trust
you, Lord. Let Your will be done in my life and through my life. Amen

A Call to Friendship
“No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard
from My Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15
We all know that children make mistakes. Your heavenly Father
knows this too. As you seek to do His will, He lovingly guides you to
maturity. Imagine a five-year-old making breakfast for mom. They
spill milk on the table, and there is more cereal on the floor than in the
bowl. But it is presented with a big smile and lots of love, and mom
receives it with loving gratitude. Let this be a picture of God's response
to your fumbling efforts.
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As you mature, your self-life should diminish and your discernment
increase; making it easier to know God's will, and hopefully, obey. Be
assured, it does not take maturity to hear God's voice or to know His
will. Each one of us can hear His voice today. A child in the Lord can
easily receive an impression from the Spirit to phone someone in need
of encouragement or visit a friend in the hospital. The same is true
when you begin to do something that is not God's will. Deep within,
there is a knowing, a 'check' in your spirit. When you sense this, stop.
This is a warning from Abba, much like a parent alerting their child of
danger.
Our loving God is seeking those who love Him and want to hear His
voice; those whom He can trust with His plans and purposes; not
servants, but friends. His richest blessings and greatest joy is reserved
for one such as this. He will faithfully train you to hear His voice don’t be afraid. Lord, I want to be Your friend. I desire to be led by
Your Spirit. Please train me to hear and obey.

To Be a Friend
“…He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to
them, ‘My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and
watch with Me.’ He went a little farther and fell on His face, and
prayed… Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and
said to Peter, ‘What? Could you not watch with Me one hour?’”
Matthew 26:37-40
The disciples saw the Master do mighty miracles: He healed the sick,
raised the dead, and even walked on water. Jesus was powerful; He had
an anointing like they had never seen before. But now, this same “man”
needed them. He was in severe distress, “exceedingly sorrowful, even
to death.” Perhaps, for the first time, Jesus was expressing a deep
emotional need, the need to be with good friends during His hour of
trouble…. But they fell asleep.
Are you a good friend? Will you go out of your way to visit a friend in
need? Will you defend them when everyone else turns against them?
Will you speak words of life to them or just be there for them to cry on
your shoulder? Will you offer practical help and finances?
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Job’s friends have been the brunt of many a sermon illustration, and
yes, they were not without guilt, but consider this: They traveled some
distance to comfort Job in his misery, and they sat with him, silently,
for seven days and nights! “Now when Job's three friends heard of all
this adversity that had come upon him, each one came from his own
place… for they had made an appointment together to come and mourn
with him, and to comfort him. And when they raised their eyes from
afar, and did not recognize him, they lifted their voices and wept; and
each one tore his robe and sprinkled dust on his head toward heaven.
So they sat down with him on the ground seven days and seven nights,
and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very
great” (Job 2:11-13). What a profound picture of friendship!
To the one who is in need of a friend: Do not lapse into self-pity or
blame others for their poor friendship skills, look to Jesus. He will
never forsake you. Maybe He has even prevented other relationships
so that you would completely rely on Him. Run to Him now; His arms
are wide-open to you. And when you return from His loving embrace,
go and be a friend to another.
To the one who is to be the friend: Be faithful! Pray, call, and visit.
Someone in distress has very little energy to seek the company of
friends. In their woundedness, they may even try to push you away. Be
persistent! If possible, take them out to dinner or for a walk in the park;
encourage those who are discouraged. Correct them, if necessary, with
much love, speaking heart-to-heart, but don’t become religious about
it. By the leading of the Spirit, you will offer the right words at the right
time. This is true friendship; this is normal Christianity. “A friend loves
at all times…” (Proverbs 17: 17).

70

Even the Death of the Cross
“…He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:8
Christianity is adorned with many symbols, and rightfully so. The cross
is proudly displayed in homes, hospitals, and churches around the
world. Books have been written about it and songs sung. The cross is
an amazing picture of God’s forgiveness and love.
Yes, the cross of Jesus is revered today as a very sacred symbol, but try
to fully understand this: During the first few centuries AD, the cross
was the common method of Roman execution, much like the electric
chair or lethal injection is today.
It was an object of death, not life, a symbol of shame, not glory. Could
you imagine hanging the electric chair on the center wall of your
church? Seems foolish doesn’t it? “But we preach Christ crucified, to
the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness.” (1Cor.
1:23).
Our loving Jesus became obedient to the point of death, EVEN the
death of a despised criminal. Think about this again. He was tried as a
criminal, publicly shamed and executed by the government. As it were,
Jesus was sent to the electric chair. What humiliation! Who could be
considered lower and more detested than a condemned man? The
Author of Life was executed as a common criminal. His suffering was
far greater than physical or emotional, as difficult as that was; Jesus
was burdened by the horrendous weight of your sins.
My Lord, I cannot understand the depths of Your humility or Your love.
You became like the least of men so that I could become Your very own.
Please help me to cherish Your love always.
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Voices Within
“For the Lord will be your confidence, and will keep your foot from
being caught.” Proverbs 3:26
Are you hearing voices? Seems like something a psychiatrist would
ask. The truth is, you do hear voices within, and these voices will help
determine what you will do today. Deep within are voices from your
past. Perhaps a parent yelling, “You will never amount to anything.
Can’t you do anything right?” Or the voice of a former classmate
teasing, “You sing like a dog, you can’t dance, you dress funny.” Your
mind knows these things aren’t true, but go a little deeper within and
you’re not quite sure.
You haven’t asked for a promotion because you don’t really think you
will get it. You haven’t sung publicly since grade school. You never
dance, even at weddings, and you try to avoid mirrors. You battle
feelings of inferiority; indecisiveness and you have no self-confidence.
Does this sound like you or someone you know?
The Lord is speaking to you today and will help you break through to
a new level of peace and confidence. You have been learning to be led
by the Holy Spirit. Your trust is in the Lord, not in yourself. You
proceed in faith, not according to your abilities. Oh, the amazing grace
of God! Your low self-esteem and lack of confidence can actually
become an asset. Do you hear? You already know that you are but dust.
The proud are still trying to learn this.
You are not to take confidence in the flesh. Your confidence is in God.
Will you trust Him? Will you hear what He says: “For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and
not of evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jer. 29:11). Feed on truth
like this!
God is not asking you to know who you are or to become confident in
your abilities. Today He is asking you to know Who He is and to trust
in what He can do. He will lead and guide you. The question is not,
“Can I?” or “Can’t I?” but “Will I?” or “Won’t I?”
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).
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Encouragement
“…But command Joshua, and encourage him and strengthen him; for
he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit
the land which you will see.” Deuteronomy 3:27-28
If you could only comprehend this valuable truth and apply it in your
family, work place, and church what a difference it would make: There
are many who suffer from feelings of inferiority, inadequacy, and fear
of failure. Some were affected in the past by negative words. Others
are condemned by their own sins and failures. Will you encourage
them? Remind them of God’s willingness to bring victory and of His
faithfulness in the past. Be sure to recognize their faithful use of talents
and gifts.
Some need to be complimented on their appearance and sometimes
great encouragement is given by just being there; you don’t need to say
a thing. And of course, encouragement comes in the form of practical
help. If someone is in need of food or money will it suffice to offer a
smile and a scripture? “My little children let us not love in word or in
tongue, but indeed and in truth” (1John 3:18).
Don’t be afraid of giving true encouragement, thinking that it will puff
them up or make them proud. Encouragement builds up! Flattery
makes proud and has wrong motives, usually to ingratiate oneself.
Encouragement is filled with truth and releases power to endure, to
proceed and to gain victory.
Don’t forget to encourage your children today. Those who teach about
raising children say at least 80% of what parents say and do should be
giving encouragement; only 20% should be corrective. Whoops! Don’t
worry; you can start again today. One more thought: Encouragement is
actually a form of spiritual warfare. The enemy seeks to discourage, so
your counter-offensive would be….?
Are you in need of encouragement yourself? Please receive this truth:
You are His; He is a good God and He loves you. You will come
through this current darkness to a bright dawn, with your joy restored.
God has a good plan for you.
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Feeding Your Self
“…do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that
your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will Himself reward you openly.” Matthew 6:3
Where we are headed today, few will dare venture. Will you? Let us
speak of death to self. “Not again,” you say. The work of the Lord in
you is not yet complete. You know this is true. Your flesh struggles to
survive the deathblows that the Lord has so lovingly inflicted. Just
when you think that it is finally complete you realize that self still lives.
You continue to need and want recognition and personal gratification.
Here is a test: According to your gifts and calling, do a good deed or
give a relatively large sum of money or come up with a great plan…
and do it anonymously. Take no credit whatsoever. In fact, allow
someone else to take credit for your work. Can you do it? Some can
remain silent for a few hours or a few days, but eventually it slips out,
just a little, just enough. Of course, you wouldn’t want to boast.
If you are very honest, you will soon realize that all is not done solely
for the glory and honor of God. Self is fed by what you do, and say,
and by the recognition and approval you receive. Your ambition to be
successful and your need for self-fulfillment live on. To be sure, these
needs and drives are contained within the heart of all men. In and of
themselves, they are not evil. God uses them to accomplish His
purposes. But realize this: there is a purer motive, a deeper dying, a
more intimate communion, a sweeter satisfaction... and you are not
there yet. Will you go further? He will bring you if you are willing. The
way of the cross is a glorious Christianity.

Love Your Family
“But he who is married cares about the things of the world -- how he
may please his wife... But she who is married cares about the things of
the world--how she may please her husband.” 1Cor. 7:33-34
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“Love God above all things...” “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.”
These verses propel the ministers forward and also justify their actions.
With a love for God in your heart and zeal to rescue others, you launch
out into your calling. All is well and good, or is it?
Are you married? If your heart burns with love for serving God and
you are not married, Paul recommends that it is better not to marry
(1Cor 7:32-35) so that all of your time and attention can be focused on
the Lord and His work. Of course, not everyone is gifted to remain
single. In which case, get married as the Lord leads.
If you are married, your loving attention must be turned toward your
family. This is imperative; please learn this now. So many children of
full-time Christian workers grow up estranged from God because one,
or both, of their parents were frequently too busy serving others.
Disappointments from broken promises embitter their memory. They
now want nothing to do with Christianity.
God must always come first in your life, which includes doing the
things that He tells you to do. He must come before spouse, children,
and self. But how much of what you do is by the specific leading of the
Holy Spirit, His clearly expressed will for you today? Do you
understand? Doesn’t a fair amount of what you do flow from the
momentum of duty, your own compassion, a desire to do something for
God or a need to be successful? You may even try to escape your
problems by working, never dealing with the personal issues that
should be addressed. These things could eventually ruin your marriage
and your children’s understanding of God …and possibly even your
ministry.
Perhaps, if you are willing to listen, Holy Spirit would speak to you
today: “It is My work, not yours; I will build My kingdom. Love your
spouse like I love the Church. Love your children and take time to be
with them. Turn off your phone during meals; set this time aside to be
with your family. Keep your promises to them. You have taken yourself
too seriously; have some fun.” Do you want to die to self and become
more like Jesus? … love and serve your family!
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Falling into Love with God
“Deep calls unto deep at the noise of Your waterfalls;” Psalm 42:7
“Being in love with God is like dropping a large rock into the depths
of the sea. Without effort, the rock plunges deeper and deeper, gravity
pulling it downward. And so, it is that He draws us, even pulls us
toward Himself. It requires little effort on our part.” (Paraphrased, Jean
Guyon circa 1685)
A very simple yet profound truth: God loves you. Unfortunately,
religion always wants to apply man’s effort to the equation. Perhaps
then you could love God more and He would love you. But this just
isn’t true. He chose you; you didn’t choose Him. And you can only
love Him because He first loved you.
The deepest mysteries of God’s love are available for every believer to
explore; educated and unlearned, babes in the Lord and the spiritually
mature. Nevertheless, few desire to sink to these depths with complete
abandonment. They clamber to swim and thrash to stay afloat. They
seem satisfied with the surface.
Perhaps you have envisioned an arduous struggle, the shedding of
blood, sweat and tears as you climb the Great Mountain of the Lord.
You strive diligently, fighting to overcome powers and principalities;
pressing on to reach the summit where the Holy One resides.
This picture may symbolize the need for Christian perseverance and
endurance, but the joy of loving God presents a far different image, in
fact, the complete opposite. Loving God does not require effort. It
requires surrender, yielding, a letting go. Entering into God’s intimate
love does not obligate you to fully understand it or to be able to explain
it. You don’t need to express it in theological terms. You can’t earn it.
You don’t deserve it. You must simply accept it, and take the plunge
of total trust and surrender.
Dear Lover of Souls, I want to come deeper today. Please draw me.
Help me to trust you completely.
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Your Weaknesses
“…out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned
to flight the armies of the aliens.” Hebrews 11:34
How you love to focus on self. You stumble, and it becomes a major
defeat. You concentrate far too much on your weaknesses. Are you
striving for holiness again? This is very consuming, dear Christian,
very tiring. God never intended you to struggle so; His yoke is easy.
Haven’t you realized that your weaknesses are very much a part of
God’s plan for you? You are humbled and pruned by them. If you had
no weakness how could you accept the frailties of others? How would
you understand God’s mercy? It takes time for Christ to be formed in
you, beloved. Don’t worry; God is at work.
He will correct you and encourage you, and cause you to stand. Your
steps have been ordered by the Lord! Remember the God who lives
within you. Retreat into the recesses of your temple and commune with
Him. He is the object of your attention, not your weaknesses. As you
surrender daily to His Kingship, you will find that your weaknesses
have actually been transformed into strengths.

Every Idle Word
“But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give
account of it in the day of judgment.” Matthew 12:36
Do you exaggerate? So many do. Please, disciple, don’t be one of them.
Have you heard the comedic term “evang-elastic?” It is jokingly used
to describe the evangelist who misrepresents the number of people
attending his meeting or those who got saved. Like elastic, he s-t-r-e-tc-h-e-s the truth. It may be good for a laugh, but if we are to be honest,
his report would be a lie; and that’s not funny.
Do you use the word all when you really mean some, or huge when it
actually wasn’t that big? Are you trying to impress someone? Will they
think that you are better, more powerful or more successful?
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Our scripture states that the Lord will hold you accountable for every
idle word on judgment day. While we cannot be certain exactly what
that means, surely you will give an account for speaking things that are
not true.
Play down your achievements and your ministry. Play them down, not
up. Humble yourself and God will raise you. If God is doing marvelous,
glorious, spectacular things through your ministry or your work you
won’t need to say a word. The people, near and far, will know and they
will beat a path to your door.
Lord, please teach me to humble myself and be responsible with the
words I use.

Kissing His Feet
“and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill
Him. And the third day He will rise again.” Mark 10:34
Can you imagine what was done for you at Calvary? Who could fathom
the depth of God’s love, unless it was demonstrated? Even so, full
comprehension can hardly seem possible. The expression, ‘Jesus
suffered and died for you,’ has been said so often, that it has almost
become trite. God forgive us.
The day is coming, however, when full understanding will burst into
your reality. Jesus Himself will descend from heaven with all glory and
splendor. The brightness of His coming will dispel all doubt. Jesus, the
Lord of all, is also the Lover of your soul! You will look into His eyes
and be overwhelmed by His presence.
Some will tremble with fear; others will faint in dreadful remorse. But
those who know Him, those who have longed for His return, will
worship Him with awe and delight; falling at His feet, kissing Him.
You will finally comprehend the mystery of His love, and lavish upon
Him your unending praise and gratitude. Dear Bride of Christ, your
wedding is at hand!
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The Larger Picture
“…for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth
beneath.” Joshua 2:11
There are so many ways of looking at things. Have you ever noticed
how two people, viewing the same event, give differing opinions about
what they see? The same is true of Christians and their perception of
God’s dealings in their life. For example, let us look at
adversity: Your next-door neighbor is vile, obnoxious and… well, you
know what I mean. There are drinking parties that last until morning
and trash is strewn about, even into your yard at times. He borrows
things and seldom returns them and, of course, there is yelling and loud
music on a regular basis, and a dog that barks non-stop.
You have prayed about it many times and have expressed your
complaints to him in a godly way. You have also tried to be kind and
forgiving, even sending greeting cards and doing good deeds…. But all
to no avail. How do you view this ongoing adversity? Do you see it as:
1) an unfortunate set of circumstances due to your poor choice of
neighborhoods, 2) an attack from the devil, or 3) an opportunity to love
the unlovable, given or allowed by God, for your refinement, their
blessing and a potential reward?
How you see things will obviously influence the way you react or
respond. If you react from the perspective of #1, you will soon put a
FOR SALE sign on your lawn and look for a more habitable
environment. (You forgot that having earnestly prayed, you were
convinced that God placed you in the current location.) Don’t worry;
there will be plenty of other opportunities for your sanctification. Or,
will you try to run from them, too? Then again, maybe you won’t be
able to sell your house; there are no prospective buyers. Is this: 1)
God’s will, wanting you to stay put, 2) the devil, still trying to mess
you up, or 3) just a bad housing market?
When will we learn that God is in control of everything? Not even a
bird “falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will” (Matt. 10:29).
Yes, these things could be an attack from the devil, but if so, God has
allowed it. He has placed you in the battle, knowing that He has trained
your hands for war.
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He has given you all of the weapons necessary for victory. Look to Him
for a battle plan, stand and fight (in the spirit!); don’t run! Your steps
are ordered by the Lord.
Our heavenly Father has a marvelous design for your life; but first and
foremost, He is in the process of changing you to become more like
Jesus. He is using the difficult situations as a refiner’s crucible or a
sculpture’s chisel to accomplish His transforming work in you. Please
see adversity as an opportunity to truly practice your faith. In doing so,
you will be greatly rewarded and will be gloriously conformed to the
image of His Son.
“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them. "And if you do good to those
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. "And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive
as much back. "But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for
nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons
of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.” Luke
6:32 -35

So, What About Sickness?
“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health,
just as your soul prospers.” 3John 1:2
“If God uses difficult situations to refine and prune me, should I seek
to be healed or should I remain in my sickness?” God desires that you
would be well. Healing is very much a part of God’s nature, just as His
love and forgiveness are. His healing power is always flowing, but you
must learn how to receive it. Sometimes God will miraculously heal
you, and other times, healing will come as part of the process of your
refinement. Do you understand?
While you are vulnerable, God may be able to finally get through to
you: to change your attitude, or your direction, or reveal your sin. When
these things are accomplished, your healing will come. He did not
cause your sickness, but will use it, nonetheless, to accomplish
something of worth in you, and perhaps, in those who care for you.
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In some instances, God will allow an individual to remain in their
affliction for years. Why, we do not know. But, only the spiritually
immature would stand on the sidelines and accuse this one of
unrepentant sin or a lack of faith. Job’s friends did something like that.
You can be sure, however, that God is in control, and there are both
temporal and eternal purposes being accomplished. When all is said
and done, please remember this: “God is love,” and He is purposeful
in all that He allows to happen.
Dear lover of God, continue to seek your healing with faith and with
trust… and in the midst of it all, praise Him! You are His and He loves
you!
“And His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man
nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in
him.’” John 9:2

Should I Wait or Do Something?
“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”
Proverbs 3:6
You need a job - what should you do? Should you stay home and pray,
hoping that someone will come to your house and offer you work… or
should you do something? Of course, this scenario could be applied to
any number of life choices. In saying these things, there are times when
God will clearly tell you to wait and do NOTHING. This may require
greater faith than probing for God’s will. Be careful; if He tells you to
wait, you will suffer a setback if you lunge ahead of His timing.
However, if He has not told you to wait don’t be afraid to proceed.
First, seek the Lord for His guidance; pray with a neutral heart, willing
to do whatever God desires of you. Listen for anything that He would
speak into your spirit. If you hear nothing, keep your spiritual antenna
up trying to sense His direction through the scripture or something else
you read or hear. Maybe a friend, or even a stranger, will have a word
of wisdom for you. Surely, God can and does use the unsaved and even
the secular media to speak to His people.
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Begin to take baby steps forward: prepare a resume and send it out.
Look in the newspaper; knock on doors. See what will open up and
then take those possibilities to the Lord. As you walk it out, your
confirmation will come, sometimes by the process of elimination. God
is very capable of making His will known. Trust Him. Remember,
don’t make your decision based on reasoning alone, i.e. better pay, less
hours, more prestige or influence, etc. The Lord may ask you to take
less money and work more hours. Yes, you can anticipate being blessed
in this life, but focus on servanthood not remuneration. Be sure to
include your spouse in the decision making process. “Commit your way
to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.” Psalm
37:5

The Use of I
“For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” Luke 6:45
Please consider the number of times you use the pronoun “I.” Your
excessive use of this little word is very revealing. “I have done this, I
have done that. I will do this or that tomorrow.” Listen to yourself
sometime. Are you speaking about your desires and deeds or are you
telling of the goodness of God and the accomplishments of others?
Please, don’t become legalistic or self-conscience, altering your speech
pattern to accommodate a more humble presentation. This is not the
point. It is simply to reveal your heart. Your exercise for today: Listen
to yourself and admit, if necessary, that your proud heart is expressing
itself in redundancy. Do not be too surprised, nor dismayed, my friend.
God is in the process of causing “I” to die, daily. Soon it will no longer
be I who lives, but Christ living in you.
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Submission to Authority
“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out
for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy
and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
Hebrews 13:17
Submit to Authority! Do these words stiffen your neck? Many
Christians, when confronted with the issue, will quickly agree to this
scriptural mandate, but when put to the test, something within emerges.
Pride or fear inhibits true submission… and lack of submission hinders
the work of the Lord. Everyone must not do what is right in their own
eyes. God has given a leader to help lead you.
The whole issue is not one of control; it is an attitude of heart, a
surrender of will. There is a second level of trusting God. Please
understand the point. When you submit to authority, you trust and
believe that God can guide you through another. “I can hear God for
myself,” you say. Yes, this is correct. And if God is truly directing you
to do something, no one should stand in your way. But before you allow
this statement to confirm your rebellion, take another look at your
heart. Are you teachable? Do you get a little twinge when someone
tries to correct you, smiling on the outside, but grumbling within? Dear
servant of God, you can go no further until you learn to yield. You will
never be given true authority until you learn to submit to authority.
There are some who have been wounded by authority, and you have
been reluctant to submit yourself for fear of additional wounds. This is
certainly understandable, but don’t remain out there by yourself. May
God heal you today and enable you to accept the authority of another.
If you have been estranged from the Church, allow God to lead you to
the right body of believers. He is speaking to you about this again for
your protection and spiritual growth. Ask Him to help you place your
trust in others once again.
Lord, please forgive my pride and rebellion... and every critical word
and judgmental attitude. Teach me to submit. Heal me and help me to
accept the frailties and errors of leadership. Cause me to pray for them
and lift their arms.
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Perfection Apart from The Law
“Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being
made perfect by the flesh?” Galatians 3:3
Most Christians know that they are saved by grace, through faith in
Jesus Christ. There are segments of Christianity that believe they must
somehow earn their salvation; but we are not addressing that issue now.
Rather, examine your own religious practices; those intended to make
you holy. There are a variety of rules and regulations that have been
heaped upon the unshakable foundation of Jesus Christ and Him
crucified.
Do you really think that works of the flesh can perfect you? You are in
for a rude awakening. You will strive and fail; or worse yet, you will
find a measure of success and become self-righteous. (Which is
difficult to detect because this insidious disease lies hidden in the
recesses of our heart.) Periodically, judgmental or critical thoughts may
surface, but this is only the proverbial tip of the iceberg.
Try this on for size: You were saved by grace, unmerited favor. Your
sins were forgiven by a tremendous sacrifice of love. God chose you;
you did not choose Him. Every good thing that you have is a gift from
God. You have been healed and strengthened, not by your own efforts
but purely flowing from the wounds of Christ. If all of these things are
true, what would lead you to believe that you must now do something
to become more perfect in His sight?
Yes, you must be transformed: you are hardly a spotless bride. And
yes, the bride must make herself ready. So, how do you do that?
Surrender to the workings of the Holy Spirit within you; surrender, not
strive. Surrender when He tells you NO. Surrender when He tells you
to forgive. Surrender when He tells you to go. Submit your will in every
situation. Obedience, not striving, will bring spiritual growth and
maturity.

84

Holiness is not about wearing black pants and a white shirt, the length
of your hair or no makeup and jewelry. Holiness is a matter of the heart.
Religious regulations only muddy the waters and keep non-Christians
away. Simply love God and love others!
Dear disciple of Jesus, you are well pleasing to God, not by your
efforts, but because of the blood of Jesus. Never forget that.

Times and Seasons
“To everything there is a season, time for every purpose under heaven:
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck
what is planted;” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2
Dear Christian, there are times and seasons for everything under the
heavens. This is profound truth. Solomon unveils this bit of wisdom,
but a casual observation of nature will also clearly reveal these things.
Have you recognized the seasons in your own life? Obviously,
childhood is far different than adulthood and the years of parenting are
different than being single. And so, it is with spiritual growth and
development.
These times and seasons may last for days, months or years. It is during
these distinct seasons that God is actively at work in your life, either
equipping you for service or using you for His purposes. And the sum
total of this providential transforming work actually conforms you to
the image of Jesus (Rom. 8:29). You are being made ready to become
His beautiful bride!
Let’s review some of the seasons of spiritual life: Prior to your personal
commitment to Christ, the Holy Spirit was at work drawing you with
His redeeming grace. It may have taken years for you to finally accept
this gift of life. Next, came the season for acquiring knowledge. During
this time, you began to assimilate spiritual truth and you learned to hear
God’s voice, hopefully learning obedience. Of course, these seasons
usually reoccur throughout your lifetime, but there are concentrated
periods with a greater focus on absorbing truth and gaining experience.
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There are also many seasons of testing, refinement and breaking when
pride and self-life are dealt with. These are usually difficult and riveted
with failure, even doubt. It is during these times that character is
developed. There are seasons of strength and weakness; seasons of
fruitfulness and barrenness. And then there are the seasons of
transition, rest and new beginnings.
This is Christianity, dear one. It is vital for you to understand these
things so you will not become proud when feeling strong, nor
discouraged in your brokenness. When you see a tree in winter, know
that it will not always be without leaves or fruit. The season of new
growth and fruitfulness lies just ahead. “He shall be like a tree planted
by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf
also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” Psalm 1:3

Weighted Words
“Should a wise man answer with empty knowledge, and fill himself with
the east wind? Should he reason with unprofitable talk, or by speeches
with which he can do no good?” Job 15:2-3
Have you ever noticed there are times when you speak to an individual,
or a few, and no one seems to pay attention, they are not really
listening; their eyes shift and their concentration is elsewhere? Then
again, there are other times when these same people are riveted to your
conversation; they hang on every word. What is this all about?
Of course, we could blame it on inattentiveness, which occasionally
happens to the best of listeners, but I believe that there is something
more here; there are times and seasons when your words are weighted
and times when they are not. The disciple of Jesus should recognize the
difference, and act accordingly.
How many empty words are spoken; they have no value, even if the
listener is paying attention. Do you understand? I am not speaking of
foolish chatter; the immature Christian can recognize these idle words!
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Dear servant, there are serious discussions about spiritual matters that
carry no weight and accomplish absolutely nothing, except perhaps to
stimulate self-life. They are not Spirit-led and are therefore empty and
worthless… even when extremely articulate!
If you find yourself in such a time or season, it is better to be quiet and
just listen, “…let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak …” (James
1:19). This may be your time to learn or the season to be humbled. God
is at work in you, filling and refining you. The day will come when you
will open your mouth, and as you do, your words will be weighted with
anointing and impartation. Could you be satisfied with anything less?

Enduring Temptation
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised
to those who love Him.” James 1:12
There are times and seasons; you already know that. You may proceed
for years with very few temptations and think yourself to be strong.
You seem to push past every obstacle, every snare... sometimes with
little effort. Praise God for these times. Don’t become too comfortable.
You are only able to resist because of grace. God has not permitted you
to bend under the weight.
There will be a time, though, when temptation will come with intensity.
Jesus experienced these times, and so will you. More than likely, Satan
himself, will not come to you. Few have experienced such direct
contact with the devil. His demons will suffice in making you
miserable. Realize that many temptations come from your own lustful
flesh, not the enemy. Neither should the usual inconveniences of life
be considered demonic. But there are times when strategies are formed
against you. And for some good reason, God permits it, just as He
permitted Peter to be “sifted like wheat.” These seasons may be brief,
or may last for weeks or even longer. Dear friend, you can endure.
What should you do during a season of temptation? Submit to God;
cling to Him. Surrender your will daily, moment by moment if
necessary. Ask for prayer and become accountable to someone. And if
you should fail, be quick to repent and proceed without guilt. The
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enemy will whisper in one ear to entice you, and when your fall, will
condemn you in the other. But the precious blood of Jesus cleanses you
from all sin. It is also important to realize that temptation itself is not a
sin. No need to feel unclean because you are being tempted.
It is not when you are strong, that the enemy sets His trap. It is usually
when you are tired, stressed, and out of balance. Be wise, and be
careful. You can prevent a lot of hurt and upset simply by resting and
receiving godly counsel. Resist the devil and he will flee. Run to the
High Tower; you can hide in Him. And know this: Every time you
summit to a temptation it becomes a bit easier to submit to the next one,
but every time you successfully resist, it will become a little easier to
resist the next temptation. Dear disciple, these seasons of temptation
will come. Perhaps you are at that place now. You can endure. You
must endure! You will endure in Jesus name!!
“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what
you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape,
that you may be able to bear it” (1Cor. 10:13).

Restore in a Spirit of Gentleness
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest
you also be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law
of Christ.” Galatians 6:1-2
During this hour of evil when darkness abounds and hearts grow cold,
there are many who will falter, fail and sin. God forbid, perhaps even
you! The intensity of the battle is such that even strong men will faint.
Every type of temptation and deception has been unleashed…
disappointment and discouragement abound. Don’t despair, my friend;
God is still God. He has not failed you; He remains in control. This
furnace has been your testing ground, your purification. Jesus is
preparing a bride for Himself.
Dear Church, you must encourage the fallen one - not judge them. Lift
up their arms, not push them down. You are to speak words of life, not
death. God never seeks to disqualify the sinner; He restores them. You
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must do the same. Or did you forget that you too have sinned. Gently
uplift the broken sinner; encourage them and help them regain their
footing. Steady them with love and remembrances of God’s promises.
Tell the repentant, “God has not rejected you; He has allowed this for
a reason. Your sin did not take God by surprise. He knew that you
would stumble during this season of your life. He will use the wisdom
that you have gained to help others. You are not “damaged goods.”
You are more valuable, now that you have been humbled and broken.
His best plan for your life is still unfolding.”
Intercede for those in the furnace of affliction. Pray that the Army of
God will not lose one warrior. Yes, many are wounded, and some have
fallen, but pray that all will rise again... empty of self, dependent on
God and led by His Spirit. Heal the wounded and send them back to
battle!
“Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is
risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and
deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over you, And His
glory will be seen upon you.” Isaiah 60:1-2

God Uses the Weak and Foolish
“So Delilah said to Samson, "Please tell me where your great strength
lies...” Judges 16:6
It seems paradoxical to speak about the weak and foolish while using
this verse from Judges. Even preschoolers know that Samson was the
strongest man who ever lived. But consider this: Every picture of
Samson that I have ever seen, portrays him as a muscle-bound weightlifter type, correct? But was he? If this were truly the way he looked,
why would Delilah ask him where his strength lies? She would not
need to ask, it would be obvious: His strength lies within his bulging
muscles! Could it be possible that Samson was no more than an
average-size man… or maybe less than average?
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Dear disciple of Jesus, review Church history once again. Look at the
lives of the brightest lights of Christendom. Are there many wise and
strong and noble? Most were rejected, and considered worthless. But
isn’t this just like God? He chooses the weak and foolish, ordinary
people to carry His truth and power. Those who do His mightiest deeds
don’t look like they are capable of doing it.
You don’t need a PhD to impart truth or wisdom, nor do you need to
come from great wealth to feed the multitudes. Do you really need titles
and degrees to accomplish the work of the Lord? In saying this, I am
not suggesting that education or ministry training is unnecessary or
undesirable. It may be God’s will for you. However, what are your true
motives for obtaining this knowledge? Is it to draw you closer to God
or to obtain status and a larger paycheck? Be honest! The Lord is
merely looking for a willing, obedient heart. He will transform your
simple, weak and foolish ways and use you to accomplish His glorious
purposes in this world.
“For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has
chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and
God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things
which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which
are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to
nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.”
1Corinthians 1:26-29

It’s How You Finish
“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours
and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2Peter 1:5-8
You have probably heard the phrase, “It’s not how you start but how
you finish that counts.” Did you ever think about this? It’s very
interesting. All start as babies, of course. Some are born to wealth,
others to poverty. Some are intelligent, others are not.
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We have been led to believe that in a free society, if you study hard and
work hard, everyone can be successful. Nice thought, but sometimes
this is not true. Nevertheless, life goes on and difficulties arise for
everyone. It is quite obvious that the problems of life, the sins and
failures and sicknesses, etc., tend to change a person for better or worse.
Your response to life’s challenges makes you the person you are.
Have you ever visited a nursing home? Most of the residents are nearly
at the finish line. As you wander down the corridors, you can quickly
detect that some of the folks are as sweet as pie and others are
embittered and cantankerous. Were they always this way?
Perhaps you know the way it should be: Your end is to be far greater
than your beginning, not wealth necessarily, but virtue. Throughout
your life you grew in grace and knowledge and brotherly kindness, etc.
You have grown closer to God and more of your prayers are being
answered as your faith increases. Your life bore much fruit because you
used your gifts and talents to bless others. There is fulfillment and
peace.
Each time you were wounded, you forgave… and when you sinned,
you repented. Every time you were sick, sooner or later, God healed or
in some way strengthened you. You learned to praise Him in the midst
of your problems. You learned to endure with joy. This is how a
Christian should finish their race. These are the sweet ones, their eyes
shining and still serving in some way. The others? You will find
unforgiveness, ungratefulness or resentment somewhere at their core.
You certainly don’t want to finish like that.
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Wading in the Shallows
“...that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth
and height-- to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” Eph. 3:17-19
The kingdom of God is quite similar to taking a holiday at the seashore.
You can enjoy the beach and wade in the shallows… a very pleasant
thing to do on a sunny day. You may spend hours collecting your
favorite shells. Did you bring your sailboat? Breaking the waves can
be quite thrilling. So, this is the ocean? Or is it?
The vast expanse of the ocean can hardly be explained by your limited
experiences on shore, splashing in the shallows or sailing on the
waves… even if you visit every weekend. Does this enjoyment, as
good as it may be, reveal the marvelous contents of the sea?
There are a few, however, who venture deeper. Some learn to use scuba
gear and explore the beauty that lies beneath. Fewer still, experience
the deepest depths in a diving bell or submarine. Perhaps most of the
toe wetters would quickly decline an invitation to go deeper. “I’m
content right here in the shallows.” They are not sure what it would be
like to go deeper. Maybe they are afraid, or maybe they just don’t have
the desire or the time. Whatever the reason, they are missing an
enormous part of the sea, the most beautiful part. And so, it is with
God!
Are you just wading in the shallows while His deepest depths remain
unexplored? There is far more to God than simply going to church on
Sunday, fifteen minutes of prayer and Bible reading each day... tithes,
offerings and good deeds. Of course, these are all admirable, but there’s
so much more!
You have learned in school that the oceans are thousands of feet deep.
It is certainly your choice to explore them, or not. You have also
learned from the precious saints that have gone before you... there are
hidden treasures to be found in Christ. It is your choice to search these
depths. He loves you so much. Will you ask Him to take you deeper?
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Only A Few Will Go All the Way
“For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him.” Romans 6:5-6
It is rare to find people who are willing to die entirely to self. Do you
understand? Some will allow the pruning for a while, but then they do
or say something to feed the self-life. The pride of life begins to grow
back like the weeds in your garden. If you have just begun the process,
you may understand what is being said here, at a certain level, while
others, which have been dying for years, will comprehend at a deeper
level. Nevertheless, we all press on.
Many begin this process with much enthusiasm; “God do whatever you
must do in me; mold me, prune me.” They faint somewhere along the
way. Actually, in this case, fainting is good. Our religious self-efforts
collapse, and the Master Sculptor can better sculpt a block that is
yielded and still. But even then, as the Refiner’s fire gets hotter, the
road more treacherous and the night much darker, you begin to recoil
from the pain of your self-life succumbing to His purposeful
deathblows. Your sinful nature resists vehemently; you are tempted to
turn aside to an easier road, not necessarily a sinful road, just easier, a
place where self can maintain all of its rights.
So, where is this narrow road taking you? Calvary, of course! Where
did you expect? So, what does death to self really look like? Someone
slaps you on the cheek and you turn the other. Someone insults you or
spreads rumors, you hardly notice. And if you do notice, it doesn’t
matter. You work diligently, and do not receive fair wages. “That’s
OK, God will provide.” Tragedy strikes your family, and although you
grieve naturally, you have peace and trust in God. You forgive without
hesitation. You will stop what you are doing to help another. You
always give generously and anonymously, and if asked by the Spirit to
give everything, you do so gladly. You allow others to take credit for
what you have done. In others words, you surrender your rights, your
family, your time, your ministry, your reputation, your health; your
everything. EVERYTHING! (Sounds just like Jesus, doesn’t it?)
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This is normal Christianity? Yes, this is the road to peace, freedom and
intimacy with God. Please don’t settle for less. Few will find it; but you
can... by God’s grace. Remember, it’s His work, this crushing, not
yours. Simply surrender today, then again tomorrow.

As Unto You, Lord
“Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of
these, My brethren, you did it to Me.” Matthew 25:40
How does a married man or woman devote himself or herself entirely
to the Lord? How should they live this life of surrender and
communion? After all, you must love your spouse and children,
provide for them and minister to their physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs. True, God must always come first, and you should love Him
above all things, but what about the love and responsibility toward your
family? How can you do both?
Jesus gives us the clue: “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did
it to one of the least of these, My brethren, you did it to Me.” Mother
Theresa would often say that she could see Jesus in the faces of
Calcutta’s sick and dying. Do you understand! Jesus is within your
spouse and children. Ministering to them is as “ministering unto the
Lord.” Drawing close to them is drawing close to your God. Time with
your family is not time away from the Lord. Quite the contrary, loving
them IS loving the Lord. Serving your family IS serving Jesus! Perhaps
this is the revelation that you needed to take the next step toward
intimacy with God. This is the key to the larger room called True Love.
Father, please help me. Open my eyes to see Jesus in my spouse and
children; and to serve them “as unto the Lord.”

I Will Follow You Anywhere
“... someone said to Him, ‘Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.’
And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.’” Luke 9:57
What a bold statement this one was making! Jesus wanted them to
know there would be a cost involved. In essence, He replied, “I don’t
have a place to live, I travel from place to place. Can you live like that?”
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Jesus also told others to count the cost before they decided to serve
God. Did you count the cost? This is not a decision that should be made
in an hour or a day. Serious consideration must be made. How foolish
it is to stir someone to an emotional decision to serve the Lord. Jesus
didn’t.
Throughout Christianity, men and women make frivolous decisions to
serve God, giving mental assent to piety and wholehearted allegiance
when, in truth, their commitment is quite shallow. Or perhaps it is
fervent at the start but short-lived; like a 100-meter race instead of a
marathon. I will follow you anywhere - until persecution comes, until
my favorite TV program is on, until it’s inconvenient, until I’m too
tired. There is a big problem with this type of service.
Your conscience is appeased by your partial consecration, but this
delays, or entirely prevents, complete surrender. In other words, you
may be lukewarm without knowing it. Dear servant of God, it is
absolutely vital for you to realize this about yourself, if you are to go
forward with Christ. Now that you know, repent and decide. Will you
yield to the Lordship of Christ?

True Worship
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your
spiritual act of worship.” Romans 12:1 NIV
Here is another truth that so easily eludes us: When the word worship
is mentioned, most Christians think of singing. True? But, worship is
so much more. Singing is only one form of worship. In fact, it may at
times be the lesser part. Consider this: Every time you die to self; you
worship God, similar to the Old Covenant offering of bulls and sheep.
Today, the savory aroma of your self-sacrifice draws God to the
windows of heaven.
Of course, salvation is not being discussed here. Jesus Christ’s
suffering and death paid for that... in full. But Paul speaks to the
Romans of a different type of sacrifice, a living sacrifice. Please
understand; forgiving others is an act of worship, as well as asking
others for their forgiveness. Pride or woundedness may cause your
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flesh to resist. You are uncomfortable and struggle within; and finally
self is laid upon the altar and you forgive. You submit to the will of
God. How precious this sacrifice is to Him.
Offering your time to serve others is also a form of worship, and being
a witness for Christ when you are afraid. What about giving generously
(anonymously) and doing your daily work as unto the Lord? Telling
the truth when it is safer to lie, surrendering your rights, humbling
yourself, all of these are a pleasing sacrifice of self, what beautiful
worship! Oh yes, singing to God from your heart is also precious
worship.

Titles
“Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He
who is in heaven. And do not be called teachers; for One is your
Teacher, the Christ.” Matthew 23:9-10
(You may be upset after reading this. Please bring it to the Lord.) There
is no biblical foundation for the servant of God to carry a title. It has
been taught in Bible schools and seminaries that the use of titles, i.e.
Pastor, Evangelist, Doctor, Father, etc., teaches the people in the
congregation to show respect. Nevertheless, respect given to a title is
of little significance. Of course, respect must be shown for the office
and for the person filling the office, but not because of the title, but
because of their servanthood and God-given authority.
Praise God for all of His ministers. Thank Him for the gifts that are
given “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ.” Please take a moment right now to pray
for your pastor and the leaders God has placed over you. It is very
important to note, however, the gifts given to the body, as listed in Eph.
4:11, are functions and offices, not titles. Paul, an apostle, not Apostle
Paul, is how this great saint addressed himself.
I’m not saying it is wrong to use a title, but for those who do, examine
your heart. Does your title give you self-esteem? Remember, your
worth is in Jesus alone. Each time you use your title to build self-esteem
you are stimulating self-life. God is trying to puncture your flesh. Why
would you want to build it up again? Do you enjoy using your title
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amongst Christians, but are a little ashamed to use it while associating
with those in the world? This should tell you something.

Beware of Bitterness
“On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, ‘Let us
cross over to the other side.’” Mark 4:35
The trials of life can surely affect you. Perhaps you are experiencing
trouble right now or you have just come through a very difficult time.
There is no question that you will make it to the other side of your
problem. Jesus said, "Let us cross over to the other side." Have no
doubt, Jesus is in the boat and you will make it.
The question remains: in what condition will you arrive? Will you be
bitter or better… humble, or proud and stubborn? Will you be more
sensitive to the needs of others and now speak words of life to
encourage them... or words of destruction? The propensity of flesh is
to gratify the anger with resentment, bitterness and even revenge… and
to satisfy your woundedness with self-pity. There is some serious
introspection needed here. You have a choice to make.
In this Biblical account, the disciples saw Jesus calm the storm. In
another, the wind and waves weakened Peter’s faith and caused him to
sink… but in both situations the Master was with them and brought
them safely to the shore. Their faith grew and they were strengthened.
You know He will do the same for you.
Like the scum and debris that is washed up on the beach after a storm,
there may be things that have surfaced as an aftermath of your tempest.
Ask the Lord to reveal and remove the residue that remains. You are
coming through to the other side… with joy!

97

One at A Time
“Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free,
and that you break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the
hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out;
When you see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide yourself from
your own flesh?” Isaiah 58:6-7
Watching the TV, while eating dinner, you see children in Africa
staring into the camera with hollow eyes and bloated bellies...flies all
over them. These children will die soon. You make a comment, “Isn’t
that terrible; pass the potatoes” - and normal conversation resumes.
Perhaps the media is to blame. After all, we have been exposed to every
graphic detail of human suffering. Do you think this type of sensory
overload has caused westerners to become desensitized to the cries of
starving children and the injustices of totalitarian regimes? Not to
mention that most of these will enter into a Christ-less eternity. What
unspeakable tragedy!
The problems are so massive, so out of control. “What can I do?” your
frustrated heart asks. “How can I make a difference?” You throw up
your hands in hopeless surrender...and do nothing. Have you become
immune too?
For sure, the needs are overwhelming. You could never help everyone;
no one could. But you can help a few... even one. Jesus said when you
help the least, you are helping Him. When you consider the poor, He
will bless you. I’m sure you know the opposite is also true: “Whoever
shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be
heard” (Prov. 21:13).
Dear believer, you have a fresh opportunity today to consider the weak
and poor. Ask God to forgive you for your callousness and do whatever
you can to care for the needs of seriously desperate people at home and
abroad. Remember, you don’t need a special word from God to help.
He has already told you to do this. “For you have the poor with you
always, and whenever you wish you may do them good” (Mark 14:7).
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What Is That to You?
“Jesus said to him, ‘If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to
you? You follow Me.’” John 21:22
God loves you so much that He is jealous for you. He doesn’t want
your love squandered on lesser things. This divine jealousy should
make you feel loved and secure…. “for you shall worship no other god,
for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God” (Ex. 34:14).
Human jealousy, however, is usually quite different, and is usually
destructive. Jealousy divides friendships and causes wrong decisions
to be made. It hinders unity and prevents servanthood to a lesser or
greater degree. The jealous on-looker envies what another has or does,
desiring this thing without wanting to pay the price. The jealous are
blind to the cost: the years of sacrifice, prayers, and tears.
Regrettably, jealousy and envy are all too prevalent within the Church.
Ministry is envied and the servants of God are jealous of each other’s
giftings and fruitfulness of ministry, including the size of their church.
How pitiful! The people who should have been your most avid
supporters, even your closest friends, may succumb to jealousy and
envy. How about you; have you been jealous? Isn’t it time to refocus
your gaze on Jesus? What if God does bless another one of His servants
abundantly? What is that to you? “You follow me.”

And Some Shall Fall
“And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify
them, and make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still
for the appointed time.” Daniel 11:35
This section of the Book of Daniel is very interesting and also cryptic.
Classic interpretation designates it’s meaning to times past, while
dispensational understanding sees a yet unfolding end-time fulfillment.
Regardless of whether it’s meaning were past, present, or future, would
God allow one of His own (those with understanding) to fall for the
purpose of refining them, purifying them, and making them white?
Apparently so.
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Have you fallen, failed or sinned? This scripture should bring you
encouragement and hope. God is saying that He will use your failure
to help refine and purify you. He has a greater purpose for your life.
How awesome! Instead of tearing you down and rejecting you, God
uses your weaknesses and failures to transform you. Think about that
for a moment. Almost unbelievable, isn’t it?
Have you learned something after going through your terrible ordeal?
Very good! Information and understanding can help you stay on the
path of righteousness; pain is also an unrelenting teacher. Nevertheless,
there is something deeper being spoken of here, deeper than
experiential head knowledge. There has been a humbling and a
crushing of the self-life, an impartation of wisdom and a greater
dependence on God. All of these things begin to emerge after failure,
if you will submit to the loving hand of God.
There are some essential elements that are absolutely necessary for
your healing and restoration to be complete: repentance, of course, and
the forgiveness of others. You must also ask for the forgiveness of
those you have wounded and also forgive yourself. If not, self-pity,
resentment or bitterness will negate your potential. But you can move
forward, dear one, knowing that God has been in control all along, even
when your life seemed so out of control. He has held you in the palm
of His hand and has been molding you as clay. You are purer now,
more refined. His plan for you is still unfolding. Praise Him and get up.
You are needed. Those things you have learned in the winepress will
soon bless many.

The Symphony of Worship
“…Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a
teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for edification.” 1Corinthians 14:26
Many see the church at Corinth as an immature group of believers
because Paul is being corrective and quite instructive about some very
basic spiritual principals. Nonetheless, great insight is given regarding
several aspects of the practice of our faith.
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In this passage, you see Paul speaking of the use of spiritual gifts during
a worship service; each member of the body, according to their giftings,
should bring something that will edify the whole body. This is sweet;
this is true. This is a normal Christian meeting.
How many churches that you know of “do church” like this? Precious
few. Why? This is a very probing question. Some church leaders want
to remain in control; perhaps due to insecurity or other reasons: they
like to talk and minister. Of course, this would be a worst-case scenario.
Most leaders truly want to please God and are willing to surrender their
preeminence and their preaching or teaching time for true body
ministry. They have been praying and longing for that day. In fact, you
may have had services when time was spent waiting on the Lord. You
were anticipating the spontaneity of a Spirit-led “new song,” or a
scripture or prophecy being brought forth by a congregant. Instead,
there were periods of long silence. Or worse yet, individuals used the
time to promote their own agenda, and of course, to pray for Aunt
Sarah’s sprained ankle. The following week the services reverted back
to the usual…the pastor doing everything.
Dear leader, don’t give up and don’t expect the people to flow in the
Spirit if you don’t instruct them. Use a few hours of sermon time to
teach how to listen to the Spirit and how to bring forth what God has
given. Be willing to accommodate lots of mistakes and carnality.
Lovingly correct and encourage. Help them to do it properly without
controlling. Create an atmosphere where it’s OK to make a mistake...
and then try again.
Legalism and the need for perfection will quench the Spirit and the
people will be afraid of doing it wrong. Lighten up! You will be very
glad that you did. Your services will come alive as one brings a word,
another a scripture or a song, all confirming the other; blending
together in a beautiful symphony of worship.
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Many Members, Interests, Callings
“If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the
whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? But now God has
set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.”
1Corinthians 12:17-18
How well you know the diversity of God; a glance at Christianity has
revealed this. And yet, somehow, you expect everyone to be
enthusiastic about your vision, your ministry, your thing. You
sometimes judge them as less spiritual or less committed if they do not
wholeheartedly support your God-given work. Learn this, disciple, and
save yourself some frustration: Only about 10% of a typical
congregation are interested in any one aspect of ministry whether it is
evangelism, missions, or youth ministry. This is normal and is part of
God’s plan for building His kingdom.
Some have returned from the mission field with a heart that is burning
for missions. They have experienced the desperate needs of an
impoverished people and can hardly sleep at night. It is important for
these precious saints to know that there are others who feel the very
same way about prison ministry or the life of the unborn.
It is a very good thing to feel strongly about your area of ministry. God
has placed this fire in your heart. Pray, listen and press in with all of
God’s strength, but don’t expect everyone else to have the same zeal.
By all means, share your vision as the Lord opens the opportunity.
Share like a farmer sowing seed. Present your work to the congregation
under the anointing of the Spirit. God will speak to those He is calling
to stand alongside of you. Return at some point in the future to water
these seeds. In due season, you will reap a harvest; some will pray,
some will give, some will serve.
Assume the Lord is able to speak to His sheep. If there is no response,
assume that this too is God’s will. If you place your expectations on
anyone you may find yourself disappointed, and worse yet, you may
find yourself sinning as you judge them in your heart. Remember, don’t
try to make someone feel guilty because they are not doing what you
are doing. Trust God! “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in
vain who build it ...” Psalm 127:1
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Do Nothing
“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him…” Psalm 37:7
How often have you been exhorted to DO something: pray, evangelize,
give your time, give your money, go here or there? Exhortation is
necessary because the flesh has the tendency to be complacent and lazy.
Like a coach, the exhorter rallies the team to keep going, to do better.
To do all that God requires, even with grace, can be a formidable task.
In addition, all that is done must be in God’s timing and done God’s
way.
Have you ever stepped across the line from spirit to flesh, trying to
accomplish God’s purposes? Most have. The road to Christian maturity
is cluttered with the debris of self-effort. Throughout much of their
ministry, the servants of God wrestle with a propensity to “just do it.”
Our flesh wants to accomplish something for the sake of personal
fulfillment while at the same time we try to follow the leading of the
Spirit. Quite an awkward dichotomy, wouldn’t you say? There is,
however, something even more challenging: doing nothing.
Doing nothing allows God to do everything. This requires faith and
trust. You have a measure of faith; can you wait to see what God will
do? He has told you to wait. You have heard it said that the true
outworking of faith is action. Yes, this is correct. But now learn this:
the true outworking of faith is waiting on the Lord.
There are seasons of rest, seasons of transition, seasons of death to a
vision and another for resurrection. Maybe this is your season of rest
or transition. Can you wait? Perhaps God is at work in another person’s
life and you must wait for that to be accomplished or He is preparing
several key elements for the fulfillment of a specific plan. Can you wait
for all of the pieces to be put in place?
Please learn how to wait and rest now. You can do this. Simply fall
back into His loving arms. “The Lord is good to those who wait for
Him, to the soul who seeks Him. It is good that one should hope and
wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam. 3:25-26).
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The Sin of Fear
“But He said to them, ‘Why are you fearful, O you of little faith …’”
Matthew 8:26
Do you pander to your fears? Fear is an enemy and every time you
submit to the enemy, you lose ground. These words are not meant to
be callous or insensitive; fear can be very painful. Nonetheless, fear
must be resisted. You can gain the victory. You must!
The Kingdom of God has suffered major setbacks because of fear. The
fear of man, fear of rejection or loss of reputation has most definitely
hindered and even prevented many from being a witness for Jesus.
Some have a fear of failure so they never try to do much of anything.
Others fear loss and they cleave to what they have. The fear of flying
has kept families apart... and then there is the fear of heights, insects,
mice, etc.
What are your fears? Are you working to overcome them or have you
surrendered to them? Will you begin to see these fears as a challenge,
something to defeat? You can do all things through Christ who
strengthens you!
How does God view fear? He has compassion toward all who call upon
His name... and He desires to relieve your fears. The Lord has given
you a measure of faith to help you withstand fear. Your Father wants
you to trust Him in every aspect of your life; whether it is fear of a
snake or a thief. Will you allow faith to rise up within you?
Dear friend, God is gentle and understanding, but He will not allow
you to make excuses. You cannot say, “I couldn’t do what You asked
because I was afraid.” The definition of a coward is one whose actions
are dictated by fear. You are not a coward, saint. You are a servant of
the Most High God. He will help you overcome fear as you exercise
your faith. Please trust God!
Loving Father, forgive me for nurturing fear. I want to trust You.
Please increase my faith and help me to overcome all of my fears.
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The Fear of the Lord
“David was afraid of the Lord that day;” 2Samuel 6:9
You have most certainly tasted of God’s goodness, haven’t you? He is
loving, merciful, gentle, kind and slow to anger. How then do you
explain what happened at Nachon’s threshing floor? While returning
the Ark, in the midst of great joy and celebration, God struck a man
dead. An uncomplicated explanation: David and his men had
disobeyed God. The precious Ark of the Covenant was to be
transported using long poles and carried on the shoulders of the priests;
not an oxcart. God was simply being who He is: Holy! (Thank God for
the blood of Jesus!)
David was afraid of God that day, and rightfully so, but what about
today? Are New Testament believers supposed to fear God?
Absolutely! Jesus, speaking to His disciples, said this: “And do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28).
And of course, you remember Ananias and Sapphira. After lying to the
Holy Spirit, they also dropped dead. “So great fear came upon all the
church and upon all who heard these things” (Acts 5:11).
The fear of God is frequently explained as an awesome reverence, but
it is so much more than that. Consider this: You are living in a house
situated on a large piece of property. There is a barbed wire fence at
the perimeter of your land with a treacherous cliff just on the other side
of the fence. You seldom, if ever, think about the fence. It is just there.
One dark night, you wander far from your house. Unable to see, you
find yourself stumbling off of the path, into the wasteland. Suddenly
you come to an abrupt halt as you walk directly into the fence. This
fence has saved you from certain destruction. The fear of God is that
fence on the outskirts of your spiritual life. You don’t think much about
it because most of your activities center around God’s will. But when
a season of darkness overtakes you, the fear of God is there like a
vigilant watchman to protect you from falling away.

105

Always reverence God with awesome reverence; He is worthy. But if
you are stumbling in darkness, then actually fear Him. The fear of God
is the beginning of wisdom and a sure path back to the center of His
will. He loves you enough to seriously discipline you... and His
discipline can be very painful.

Perfect Love Casts Out Fear
“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear
involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”
1John 4:18
When you are walking close to God, there is no thought of fear. You
love Him and He loves you. Friendship and intimacy have developed.
Your acts of obedience do not flow from obligation or religious duty.
They are offered in love. Time that is spent in worship and prayer is
not laborious; it is not something you do. They have become a way of
life. Communion with God is your life. Dear Christian, this is your
goal: perfect love. Be encouraged, you are on the way.
The Word of God teaches that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom, the beginning of the journey. During the transition years when
you are separating yourself from the world, the fear of God reminds
and pressures you to turn from your sinful ways and helps you remain
on the path of righteousness - much like a parent trains a child. Yes,
love and encouragement are offered, but sometimes this is not enough.
The threat of discipline is needed to make a behavior modification.
Unfortunately, on certain occasions, the threat by itself isn’t sufficient
and actual discipline is required. It is often painful.
Over the years children learn to obey and so do you. Your relationship
with God matures, as does your love for Him. You grow to the point
that you willingly receive His guidance. Self-will declines; God’s will
reign supreme. This is His desire: to simply look in your direction and
find a willing friend who is quick to obey. “I will guide you with My
eye. Do not be like the horse or like the mule, which have no
understanding, which must be harnessed with bit and bridle” (Psalm
32:8-9).
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Do you understand? The fear of God is the beginning of a process, a
tool. But as you mature in love, fear is displaced. Fear and intimacy
cannot coexist. Reverence, respect, awe, wonder, fascination; all of
these enhance intimacy, but not fear. Where are you in this process? If
you need to fear God then fear Him. He is a consuming fire. But if you
have matured past rebellion and self-life, then allow fear to take its
place on the perimeter of your relationship with God... and enjoy the
freedom of perfect love.

Disappointment with God
“I am exhausted from crying for help; my throat is parched and dry.
My eyes are swollen with weeping, waiting for my God to help me.”
Psalm 69:3
Many people find themselves disappointed or angry with God at some
point in their walk of faith. Some refuse to admit this. But, unless you
address the issue it can hinder your relationship with God for the rest
of your life, preventing full trust and intimacy. It’s OK; be honest.
These disappointments can be caused by unmet expectations or
woundings that God could have prevented: prolonged trials such as
sickness or financial problems, unexpected reversals and calamities,
our failures and sins. All of these can bring a sense of disappointment
with God. Even petty things like car troubles or difficulty at work tend
to accumulate over time, undermining faith and killing intimacy. We
sometimes grow weary, and even worse, our disappointments with God
turn into doubts.
A wrong understanding of God's ways may be part of the problem.
Let’s review some rudimentary truths: Nowhere in the Bible does God
promise us a perfect life on this earth. In fact, Jesus said the opposite:
"I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world"
(John 16:33).
Life may seem very unfair and very problematic but, dear disciple, God
owes you nothing. He has already given His only Son. In truth, you
owe Him everything. Another thing to remember: God has given you a
free will. Some of your disappointments are the result of your own poor
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choices. Please don't blame God. He is using your troubles to sanctify
you according to His plan and timetable. He is much more concerned
about your lasting joy than your temporary happiness.
Take heart, faithful Christian. God has a greater purpose for you. Think
of Joseph: thrown into the pit, sold into slavery, placed in prison for
years ..and then became the most powerful man in Egypt second only
to Pharaoh!
Try to remember that these difficulties are only temporary and that you
really do have a very loving Father. He has a marvelous plan for your
life here on earth and a glorious eternity awaiting you in heaven. "In
You our fathers put their trust; they trusted and You delivered them.
They cried to You and were saved; in You they trusted and were not
disappointed." Psalm 22:4-5
Lord, I admit that I have been disappointed and angry with You. I want
to love and trust You with all of my heart. Please forgive and heal me.

Living on the Edge
“I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children
I warn you.” 1Corinthians 4:14
This is a word of warning. If you live your life on the edge of God’s
will, you will eventually fall off that edge and be seriously hurt. Do you
understand? How many Christians venture to the outer boundaries of
God’s permissive will. “The Bible doesn’t specifically speak against
this, so it must be OK.” You convince yourself that what you are doing
is acceptable: questionable financial dealings and business practices,
questionable relationships and activities. If you play with fire, you will
be burned. “I’m smarter than that,” you say. Oh really? There is a
season for shaking and refining; and everything that can be shaken will
be shaken. If you are on the edge when shaking occurs you will surely
lose your balance and go over the edge.
A few questions for you: Do you keep resentment, bitterness, and
unforgiveness within you? You will pay a dear price for that. How
much time do you spend with your family? “Too busy” is a very
dangerous place. What about the company you keep, your friends and
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acquaintances; are they men and women of integrity? If not, they will
surely be shaken and you may go down with them. Where do you go
for entertainment, what do you read, what do you see on TV or in the
theater? Do you flirt with married men or women at work or at church?
You are playing with fire. It’s time to address these issues.
There is really only one way to be a Christian; wholeheartedly with
daily surrender to God’s perfect will for your life. You are not supposed
to test God’s patience to see how far you can go without incurring His
anger, or how close you can come to the edge before it breaks away
beneath your feet
.
The enemy is prowling just ahead. Make no mistake about it. You
become vulnerable when you linger in these gray areas; you are open
to attack. Your protection lies under His wings, not on the edge.
Lord, please help me, once and for all, to turn back from the edge and
live my life in the center of Your perfect will.

Emotional Adultery
“Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Can
one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?” Pro 6:27-28
Do you really think you can continue this way? Be careful; there is
grave danger ahead. You cannot walk this close to the edge without
falling off; no one can. Some fools thought they could.
The conversation has become a little more personal, the looks more
penetrating. You only want some attention, perhaps a kind word or a
smile, nothing else. It all seems so harmless. What could be wrong with
this type of friendship? Weeks go by, the laughter increases; your
thoughts and affections are beginning to drift toward this person. Thus,
you find yourself being attracted to someone who is not your spouse.
Lover of God, you are in serious jeopardy. Guard your heart! Is this a
godly relationship? You know it’s not. Your marriage, your family,
your job or ministry all hang in the balance; are you too blind to see?
There is absolutely no room for excuses; no reason is sufficient. You
must be honest!
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If you can see your heart in this mirror, do not hesitate; flee now. Now!
Run to the Lord; seek His mercy and grace; seek wise counsel. Break
this relationship NOW. Make no mistake about it; this is the Word of
the Lord!

Measuring Yourself by Yourself
“For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who
commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves,
and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”
2Corinthians 10:12
Let’s review some elementary truths lest you become too proud of
yourself and your accomplishments: You are saved by grace, not by
your own good works. Salvation is a gift of God. He chose you; you
did not choose Him and you can only love God because He loved you
first. True prayer is Holy Spirit inspired and comes not from your
eloquent verbiage.
A measure of faith has been given to you, and Christ is your strength
in times of weakness. He has drawn you to Himself and He holds you
in the palm of His hand. He has provided for you and has sent others to
help you. Your talents are God given as well. In fact, what good thing
that is in you, or that you have, or have done, that has not been given
to you by God?
There is no place for boasting or for hidden pride. Every good gift
comes from your heavenly Father. You are a precious child of God, but
you are also nothing. So why do you want to claim to be something?
Do you understand? The sooner you realize you are nothing and that
God is everything, the more content you will be.
Have you been comparing yourself to those who are not as spiritually
gifted or intelligent or physically attractive? Does this make you feel
better? Belittling others has been an age-old remedy for low selfesteem. When you think less of another, you elevate yourself in your
own estimation. Is it not time to grow beyond this? Try comparing
yourself to Jesus. Now this is a sobering thought.
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Individual insignificance is an absolute certainty on this seven billion
‘member’ planet, at least in terms of worldly acclaim. And those who
do catch the momentary attention of the masses are soon forgotten. But
know this: your true significance lies in the fact that you have been
chosen by God to spend eternity with Him. What more could anyone
want?
Lord, please help me to use Your Word as my measuring stick. Forgive
me for comparing myself to others. I acknowledge that you have given
me all things. Thank you for choosing me. I rejoice in this truth. Praise
Your wonderful name!

What is Required of Me?
” ...giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,
to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love.” 2Peter 1:5-7
There seems to be a very interesting tension between grace and works,
what God does and what you must do. Have you ever noticed? There
is no question that salvation is by grace through faith and not by works.
Paul aptly tells this to the Ephesians. Believing this, you cease from
striving and rest in the completed work of Calvary.
But what is required of you? Peter speaks of self-control and Paul also
mentions it when speaking to Timothy and to the churches at Corinth
and Galatia. For those who desire to be under the control of the Holy
Spirit this is an apparent contradiction. How is it that you can be
controlled by the Holy Spirit and yet be expected to have control of
self? And what about personal discipline, commitment, diligence,
perseverance? Do these character qualities emerge from self-life or
Spirit life? Are they generated by determination and will power? The
religious response is fast and sure: “No, these are only possible by
grace and through Spirit-led living,” But is this really true? Apparently
not. There are many non-Christians who are faithful, diligent,
committed, and have a great deal of self-control and personal
discipline, much more than some Christians.
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It seems that these admirable traits can be learned by mere humans and
passed from one generation of unsaved to another. How can this be?
One reason: self-fulfillment and self-aggrandizement are strong
motivators. The non-believer lives for himself. Also, non-Christians
suffer little opposition from the enemy. For sure, difficult days come
their way but probably not as a prowling lion seeking to devour. This
is the usual plight of the God-loving Christian. Nevertheless, selfcontrol is a fruit of the Holy Spirit and you need it.
There is something required of you. Daily surrender is a good first step;
and of course, a recognition of your own inability to be diligent, or
committed, or whatever. There is peace in knowing that God is
developing your character. He gives abundant grace each day and He
teaches you how to walk in it.
By His grace you choose to get out of bed, go to work and do your best,
as unto the Lord. You choose to flee from sin. You choose to give
your tithe, your time, and your love. God gives grace; you receive it.
He gives love and you surrender to that love. He reveals His will; you
obey Him. Grace and works... amazing companions.

Are You Becoming Sluggish?
“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you
have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints,
and do minister. And we desire that each one of you show the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, that you do not
become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience
inherit the promises.” Hebrews 6:10-12
Do you remember the enthusiasm you had when you started this race?
Nothing was too good for our Lord. You ran to meetings here and there
and gave tithes and more. You volunteered your time to serve
others...and you even did all of this with joy.
Do you still feel the same way? Ten thousand people may begin a
marathon race. Most are filled with enthusiasm. Some barely finish;
others never finish, albeit, only one wins the prize.
It would be wise to take a good look at yourself again today. Are you
becoming sluggish? Why are you tired? What baggage have you picked
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up along the way? Do you have unrepentant sin? How about
unforgiveness or resentment? Are you burdened by problems? Are you
running in your own strength again? These things can surely weigh you
down. What will you do about it?
You may need to take a rest. This race allows you to do that. But then
you must get up and continue in the strength of the Lord. It will require
perseverance and diligence to keep running, my friend, as well as faith
and patience to inherit the promises. Set your eyes on the point beyond
the finish line, a glorious eternity with God.
Great men and women of faith have already pressed on to complete
their course; imitate them. These are the cloud of witnesses that Paul
speaks of. They are in the grandstand of heaven cheering you on. You
can finish this race. Be encouraged today, dear saint. God has not
forgotten you. He remembers all that you have done in His name. Keep
running. There is a marvelous reward in store for you. His promises are
true. Dear Lord, I recognize that I am not giving my all to this race.
Please revive me and cause my heart to burn with a fervent love for
You and with a renewed zeal to serve.

Back to Tarsus
“When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and
sent him out to Tarsus.” Acts 9:30
Paul was on fire! He had been gloriously transformed on the Damascus
road where He had a personal encounter with Jesus Himself! He was
filled with the Holy Spirit through the hands of Ananias and began to
preach in power. Paul spent time in the desert relearning the ways of
God and then went to Jerusalem. Who could refute him? He was a
“Hebrew of Hebrews.” It would seem that Paul’s ministry was
flourishing, and then it happened; they “sent him out to Tarsus.”
Tarsus, as you know, was Paul’s birthplace, his hometown. Anointed
by the Spirit, zealous and ready to fulfill his calling? Not exactly. He
was sent back to Tarsus to escape the wrath of angry Jews, yes, but
something else was happening. A God-ordained preparation was in
progress.
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What was this great man of God doing in Tarsus? It appears that he
made tents. Can you imagine his frustration? “Lord, I thought that You
called me to be a light to the Gentiles.” Sure, Paul taught and preached
in the surrounding regions of Cilicia, but what about the fullness of his
call? Scholars estimate Paul’s time in Tarsus to be about 10 years. Did
you know that? Perhaps Paul spent this time in prayer. Maybe he was
learning to be led by the Spirit and not by his own zeal. Surely, he must
have been frustrated as he waited and wondered about the “light to the
Gentiles” prophesy. Maybe like you are now.
What have you been doing while in your Tarsus? Make it a profitable
period, my friend. Spend time with Jesus and become intimate with
Him. Hide His Word in your heart and take advantage of opportunities
to do good. You must not promote yourself. In fact, self is crushed in
Tarsus. Waiting accomplishes many purposes. Do you have the proper
perspective yet? You thought you were something... now you are
beginning to understand who you really are.
And then appeared Barnabus. “Come to Antioch,” he said. Paul spent
a year in Antioch learning how to “do” church and then Paul and
Barnabus were sent out… the rest is history. There is something very
special ahead for you too, lover of God. Trust Him.
“‘Shall I bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery?’ says the
Lord. ‘Shall I who cause delivery shut up the womb?’ says your God”
(Isaiah 66:9)

.
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Minister for Hire
“For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed,
not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for
money,” Titus 1:7
It didn’t begin like this. Your love for God and your willingness to
serve far out-weighed any thought of remuneration. You worked long
hours for almost nothing and the Lord always provided whatever else
you needed. Correct? So, what happened? Money means more to you
now than it used to. If someone gives you a small honorarium, you
grumble to yourself. It never used to matter. Perhaps it has been all of
the disappointments and frustrations and offenses. They mount up over
the years. No doubt, you have been faithful and have sacrificed a great
deal, but dear minister, this is a reality check. If you are now for hire,
your motives are impure.
Many servants arrive at this place thinking that they deserve something
for their hard work. In the depths of your heart, you know that this is
not true because you remember what Jesus said: "Does he thank that
servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I think
not. So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you
are commanded, say, ‘we are unprofitable servants. We have done
what was our duty to do’” (Luke 17:9-10). The Lord will help you get
back on course; ask Him now. He has many wonderful treasures for
you. Don’t settle for lesser things.
Master, I admit that I have been seeking temporal recompense. I agree
that I deserve nothing. I am simply doing my assigned task. Thank you
for Your grace and loving provision. Change my heart and help me to
return to my First Love. You are sufficient for me.
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It is Good to Cry
“Oh, that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I
might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!”
Jeremiah 9:1
You have heard the expression “Real men don’t cry.” What? A very
simple thought for today, something that might bring healing: Crying
is good. It is healthy; it is normal and it is also necessary. Don’t allow
anyone to tell you differently. Jesus wept, the prophets cried, David,
the mighty warrior, did also.
Parents, don’t hinder your child’s tears. Never call them a baby or
belittle them for crying. How many emotions have been damaged as a
result? Unresolved feelings have been stuffed deep inside because
emotions were not allowed to be expressed. Perhaps you were treated
this way as a child. You must not inflict the same stifling control on
your own children. You can decide to break that curse now. God will
help you.
Yes, some people cry easier than others, and in rare instances,
scheming individuals may try to manipulate through false tears. Of
course, manipulation and control is a sin. Nonetheless, let your heart
be filled with loving-kindness and offer tender compassion to someone
who is crying. This is the gentleness of our loving God. "And God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes… for the former things have
passed away." Revelation 21:4

Chafing Under the Yoke
"For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." Matthew 11:30
God has given you an easy yoke and a light burden. He leads; you
follow. It could be as uncomplicated as that, but you have not yet been
fully broken. If you are completely honest, you must admit that much
of your pain has come because you resist the yoke. You have been
trying to go your own way.
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Do you get the picture? Jesus and you are yoked together, side by side,
pulling the ‘cart’ of your life. Jesus, being much stronger than you,
carries the weight and plots the course. You simply walk alongside
bearing only a portion of the load. Your work should be much easier
than it is, but you have chosen to take the lead, turning to the left and
right, going faster than necessary.
Every time you attempt these maneuvers the yoke chafes against your
neck and shoulders. Aren’t you tired of doing that? Do you have
blisters yet? It would only seem logical to rest and allow Jesus to heal
those sores. Eventually you will learn and then you will truly believe
these words: “My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

He Takes Away
“...Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God. He takes away the
first that He may establish the second.” Hebrews 10:9
You were traveling full speed ahead when you hit the brick wall. You
saw it coming but your momentum wouldn’t allow you to change
direction. What a crash! You have lost something that was very
important to you. It has been extremely painful and you have been
crying and complaining and blaming everyone else, including God.
Perhaps it is time to see the bigger picture.
God does not want you to suffer. He dearly loves His children.
Nonetheless, that which the Lord has removed would have taken you
in the wrong direction and seriously affected your relationship with
Him. It would have caused self-life to flourish and spirit-life to
diminish. The all-knowing God has taken away the first to ultimately
establish something much better. Can you believe that?
Consider this: An older boy gives your five-year-old a very sharp knife.
His eyes glisten with joy as he shows it to you. He really loves that
knife. Of course, it is much too dangerous for a young boy. You try to
explain as you take the knife from him but to no avail. He can’t
understand and becomes angry... he cries and pouts. Does this sound a
bit familiar? Be encouraged, dear disciple, your Father will replace
what He has taken with something far better, far greater. Just wait and
see. Trust Him.
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Waters in the Wilderness
“…Because I give waters in the wilderness and rivers in the desert, to
give drink to My people, My chosen.” Isaiah 43:20
Just when you were getting used to the thought that your life would
remain difficult and mundane, He gives you a gift, a wonderful gift. It
would stand to reason if God desired to break and crush the self-life
out of you that He would continue until the job was complete. But now
an oasis, a wellspring appears in the desert. How wonderful for you.
Enjoy His goodness with pure delight.
There have been so many disappointments lately. You are hesitant to
relax, thinking that the ‘other shoe’ is about to fall. This apprehension
is natural, but know this: Regardless of where you think you are in the
process of dying to self, God knows exactly where you are. He also
knows precisely what you need and when you need it. He is giving you
a respite… His will for you today.
Drink deeply from this refreshing spring. Drink until this stream runs
dry. Sure, it may go dry at some point; you know that there is more
work to be done in you. Don’t be afraid or reserved because there is
more breaking to come. It is necessary, dear Christian. And you can be
assured that your sanctification flows from the loving hand of God. But
as for today, enjoy His goodness. With thanksgiving and praise rejoice
in the God of your salvation, your comforter and friend. Refreshment
is also God’s will.
“For the Lord will comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places;
He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden
of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in it, thanksgiving and the
voice of melody.” Isaiah 51:3
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Even When You Don’t Feel Like It
“Most men will proclaim each his own goodness, but who can find a
faithful man?” Proverbs 20:6
A very big test indeed: remaining faithful when there is no longer any
apparent personal benefit. Many don’t make it past this defining
moment. They stop or retard some aspects of their spiritual growth at
this point. You will do well to learn and practice this truth:
Most Christians serve the Lord because they receive something in
return. Of course, there is a desire to please God within each of His
servants, to a lesser or greater degree. But this too waxes and wanes.
There are very few who can maintain a consistent heart.
Deep within, perhaps even beyond the conscious thought, you are
weighing the benefits. “If I do this, then something good will happen
for me,” a material or spiritual blessing, an advancement in position or
stature, personal growth, etc. Who is completely selfless? You thought
that you were doing it all for the glory and honor of the Lord? Sorry...
much of what you do is for you!
And then comes the “death,” the disappointment or the failure and
everything dissolves. Before: there was great fulfillment and personal
satisfaction. Now: flat-line, empty drudgery. There is nothing in it for
you anymore. Will you continue even though you don’t feel like it?
Very few will pass this test. They either quit outright or collapse within
a few months. They tell themselves that God is not in this any longer
and they turn aside to lesser things. Dear friend, continue to do what
God has told you to do, whether you feel like it or not. You can only
stop doing His specified will when He tells you to stop.
If God has called you to a congregation you are not free to leave as you
desire. “I’m not being fed here,” you say. Aren’t you old enough to
feed yourself? The same is true of any job or ministry calling. Remain
faithful until He tells you to do otherwise. The kingdom of God has
suffered great violence because Christians have said, “There is nothing
left in it for me,” and changed their direction apart from God’s will.
Jesus desires much better from you. Remain faithful and know the true
fulfillment of serving as unto the Lord.
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Changing Churches
“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the
courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be
fresh and flourishing,” Psalm 92:13
Some people change churches like a fickle person changes their
clothes. Perhaps they are looking for a particular feeling or pastor or
worship style. Whatever the reason, far too many are doing this. What
causes such behavior? There are probably several factors but the
‘spectator’ mentality seems quite prevalent, “Entertain me, and I will
be happy. Bore me, and I will leave.” In addition, there are the wounded
who were, at one time, very committed to another church but have
withdrawn. They will come to your church for a season, but decline
any invitation to be involved for fear of being hurt again. And then
there are those who refuse to submit to authority. They are unteachable
and reject correction. These folks bounce around a lot.
When a new church offers a better program or livelier music, they often
attract many of the discontented. People come from miles around to see
if they will like this one better than the last. Sorry pastor, your numbers
may soon dwindle also because your newcomers will be off to the next
Grand Opening.
The local church is more than a place of upliftment (although it should
be that). God uses His Church as sandpaper, an abrasive used to polish.
It’s a place for refining as well as a source of refreshment. He is
returning for a Bride without blemish or wrinkle. The Lord is looking
for faithful men and women who will stay the course.
Why are you considering another change? Work through your
disappointments and discouragements. Forgive those who have
offended you. Don’t withhold your offerings. Don’t run away. You
may have already done that and the problem has resurfaced. Perhaps
the true difficulty lies within you. Stay and grow spiritually. Allow God
to work His wonders in the recesses of your heart. The preaching and
the music may not be as important as you think. There is something the
Lord must accomplish in YOU.
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It may be difficult to remain, dear saint, but press on. Let your roots
grow deep. If God has another plan for you He will certainly tell you.
In the meantime, allow character to blossom; bloom where you are
planted. You will bear much fruit and others will be blessed.

The Vestige of Absalom
“Moreover Absalom would say, ‘Oh, that I were made judge in the
land, and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then
I would give him justice.’ In this manner Absalom acted toward all
Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts
of the men of Israel.” 2Samuel 15:4,6
There are some within the church who aspire to become the pastor. At
least that is what one might assume. Whether or not they have received
a call from God is not known. If asked, they would not admit it, but
deep within, they know that they could do a better job than the current
leadership. In fact, they may already be part of the leadership team and
secretly hope to become the head. This is a very dangerous place to be,
dear servant. There is only one small step across the line to a downward
spiral of self-promotion, manipulation, and coup d'etat. This has
happened too many times to count.
When a crisis arises or discontentment surfaces, private meetings begin
to occur, pastor excluded. And then it happens: “the vote” removing
the old and ushering in the new... or worse yet, a split that divides the
church. This is not pleasing to God. It is the pinnacle of carnality. Dear
Christian, check your heart. Does any vestige of Absalom dwell there?
Better repent quickly.
Have you been involved in private meetings without the pastor present?
You know, the meetings that claim to have been done in a righteous
manner, “We just need to get a few things straightened out for the good
of the church.” You may have sinned by participating in such a
meeting. It would be good to seek the Lord regarding this.
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Support your church leadership; don’t speak against them behind their
back. If you have a complaint, by all means express it directly to them.
God will never give you true spiritual authority unless you learn to
faithfully build up, serve and submit to another. You cannot seize
control. Promotion comes from the Lord. "And if you have not been
faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your own?”
(Luke 16:12).

Mercy’s Kiss
“He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us
according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the
earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as the
east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from
us. As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear
Him.” Psalm 103:10-13
How do you perceive yourself, a poor miserable sinner, simply trying
to make it through the day without committing another sin, failing over
and over again? There are many stuck in that rut. Do you love God?
Do you desire to please Him? I doubt that you would be reading this if
you did not. Know this: there is a gross difference between the one
who seeks to do the will of God while stumbling repeatedly, and the
one who sins and justifies himself or simply doesn’t care. Do you
understand? “You are not a sinner who is trying to love God; you are a
lover of God who sins.” Take a minute to think about this.
God’s mercy and grace are abundantly present to forgive and restore
the weak. He knows that you are but dust. The proud and blatantly
disobedient, the rebellious He resists. His face is turned away from
them. But to you, precious one, His loving hand is extended like a
parent to a faltering child. He loves you and forgives you. Get up and
try again. This time through surrender, not through your will power.
Yes, flee from the occasions of sin: those people, places and things that
will cause you to fall. You must run from them. But when the
temptation is yet forming, call on the Lord, admit your weakness and
ask for His immediate assistance. The Lord will make a way of escape.
You can be sure of that. He will also give you the grace to exit via that
escape route. RUN!
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Do you have a trustworthy friend of the same gender that you can be
accountable to? “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for
one another, that you may be healed” (James 5:16). Do not be afraid
or discouraged. You are making progress. It is difficult for you to see
that right now. You have come a long way. Remember what you used
to be like? The Lord will bring you to completeness. Praise and trust
Him.

Everything Will Be Shaken
“Now this, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of those things that
are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which
cannot be shaken may remain.” Hebrews 12:27
This scripture is now being fulfilled. It has been fulfilled in the past and
it is happening again, within the Church and throughout the world. In
fact, whole nations will be shaken, maybe even yours. The writer of
Hebrews speaks of the removal of those things that are being shaken.
What is shakable in your life, your financial practices, your
interpersonal relationships, your marriage or ministry? What sin has
not yet been dealt with?
These things will be shaken, my friend. And a fire will also be kindled
to test each one’s work, to see if it is built with wood and stubble or
precious stones. Is your house built upon the rock or upon the sand?
The Lord will allow, or will Himself ordain, such a process for your
purification. True humility is birthed and nurtured in this place of
brokenness.
Rest assured, God does nothing except out of pure love for you. But
remember, love is not always “sugar and spice and everything nice.”
Love insists that your children rake the leaves or clean their room even
when they don’t want to do it. God’s love can seem harsh sometimes,
but you know that difficulties will build your spiritual character. The
dross will be removed while you are in this crucible. You are being
pruned to bear more fruit.
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Pray that you will come through your shaking with a pure heart, void
of self-pity and bitterness. Pray that God’s purposes will be fully
accomplished. It would be a sad state of affairs to waste all of that
suffering. Also pray for the many others who are being shaken... that
no one will turn away. God’s love will bring you through your fire and
flood. His love will bring you through.
“LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy
hill? He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who
speaks the truth from his heart and has no slander on his tongue, who
does his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, who
despises a vile man but honors those who fear the LORD, who keeps
his oath even when it hurts, who lends his money without usury and
does not accept a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things
will never be shaken.” Psalm 15:1-5 (NIV)

The Judgment of God
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness” Romans 1:18
In this hour when an entire generation has grown complacent about the
things of God, a revelation of the fear of God will be given. Open your
eyes; this is now in progress. Shakings, disciplines and judgments are
coming upon the earth. See what God is doing.
Although a child enjoys their father’s love, they may sometimes take it
for granted, testing the boundaries, pushing his forbearance to the limit.
Surely you have seen this in your own family. Then comes a warning,
and another a bit more stern, and perhaps yet another… this father is
slow to anger. But then if the child’s behavior is still not corrected this
loving father must administer some form of discipline… reluctantly,
but firmly. And what if the child becomes rebellious, breaking rules
and breaking laws? He will probably be apprehended by the police and
warned at a more serious level. The discipline will also increase. God
forbid, prison and even the death sentence has been issued to the most
rebellious.
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Do you understand, beloved? Glean some wisdom and know the ways
of the Almighty. Our God is loving, merciful and kind. He is slow to
anger and abounding in mercy. His grace is abundant, Jesus’ blood
sufficient to cover all sin. Nevertheless, He is also holy, righteous and
just. God will not be mocked.
How foolish to think that the Lord does not bring judgments. The Word
of God is full of His warnings and judgments… sometimes intensely
severe. Does this mean He is not LOVE? Of course not! A loving father
disciplines, even scourges his favored sons. God’s discipline is usually
painful, but it is also love, pure love. The intention is to correct and to
set one’s feet on the right path… that we may know and love the Lord
and fulfill our destiny.
What about the wrath of God, His fierce anger and righteous
punishment? It is coming, dear saint. It has come and will come again.
Take note of our New Testament text “For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven.” His wrath IS revealed, a present activity… not
merely delegated to the Old Testament. It will surely come at the end
of the age, but the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD was prophesied
by Jesus Himself.
A quick review of world history reveals God’s mercy and longsuffering toward the nations. However, eventually judgment comes to
those who refuse to repent: calamity, decline, destruction and
sometimes obliteration. This has occurred many times. In fact, more
than twenty-five great civilizations have declined or have been
completely destroyed during the course of human events.
I believe the 20th Century destruction of Germany, the bombardments
and fire bombings and the killing of so many, was the judgment of God
unfurled against a nation that started two world wars and murdered six
million of His chosen people. This judgment was delivered through the
allied forces. God’s judgment often-times came to Israel via an
advancing army.
Then there are personal judgments noted in the New Testament: The
judgment of weakness, sickness, even death for receiving Holy
Communion in an unworthy manner: “For he who eats and drinks in
an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself”
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(1Cor. 11:29). There is also a judgment for not forgiving someone who
has offended you: "And his master was angry, and delivered him to the
torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So My heavenly
Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not
forgive his brother his trespasses" (Matt.18:34-35). Our Father is very
serious about these matters.
You must fear God, beloved... and obey Him. Our nation must fear
God. What judgment is stored up for a nation that has killed millions
of babies for the sake of convenience, flaunts sexual perversion and
thrives on materialistic idolatry?
“Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You
alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, for
Your judgments have been manifested.” Revelations 15:4

Under Pressure
“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go, get down! For your people whom
you brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. They
have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them.’”
Exodus 32:7
Moses had been gone for forty days. What would they do now? The
Israelites had left their Egyptian home about four months earlier and
had been dwelling in the wilderness. Now they were apparently
stranded. No doubt, they were also tired of eating manna. Their escape:
a golden calf, drunkenness and illicit sex.
Praise God! By His grace and mercy, you have grown to a measure of
holiness. You have learned to submit to God and resist the devil. You
would quickly flee from evil. But what is happening now! After years
of victorious living you feel very vulnerable. The intensity of the
shaking has caused you to lose heart. You want to escape from the
pressure and uncertainty. Be careful; sin is crouching at the door. Many
of God’s people, who at one time felt impenetrable, are now quite
susceptible. Finances are being shaken; marriages and families are in a
tumult.
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Run to God, Christian. We are no different than the Israelites. When
the difficulties increase, sin becomes more appealing. Many servants
of God succumb to the sins of grumbling, complaining, gossip, and
criticism. Some try to escape through drinking, sex, entertainment,
overeating, money, and materialism. It doesn’t have to be that way you
know. Sin will only compound your distress. Remember, sin will only
relieve the pressure for a moment. But the consequences of sin will
avalanche upon your life and may bury you.
Yes, God is merciful and He will forgive and restore, but why add so
much more pain to a burden that is already too heavy to carry? Turn
away from sin and run toward the One who can rescue. He will not
forsake you. Your dark night will soon come to an end and in the
morning light your personal resurrection will burst forth with renewed
joy. This is the word of the Lord.

Christianity 101
“...Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me
more than these?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love
You.’ He said to him, ‘Feed My lambs.’ …Peter was grieved because
He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And he said to Him,
‘Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Feed My sheep.’” John 21:15,17
Have you ever failed a test? You probably have, whether in school or
in life; no one is perfect. After you failed, what did you do? Cry,
complain, and blame it on the teacher? Many do. Some teachers allow
a retake of the test, others give you a failing grade. Some students drop
the course, others press on. Do you realize that this is the way it is with
the things of God?
Peter denied the Lord three times; he surely failed his test. Jesus had
previously informed him that Satan asked to sift him like wheat. And
in the Garden, Jesus told Peter and the other disciples to pray that they
would not enter into temptation. Apparently neither warning was
sufficient to prevent this bold man of God from failing. It is interesting
to note that after the Resurrection, the Lord asked Peter three times if
He loved Him (using two different words for love: agapeo and phileo).
Was this in direct correlation to the three times that he denied Him?
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In other words, was Jesus giving Peter a verbal retake of his test? This
time Peter gave the correct answer and went on to courageously
proclaim Jesus for the rest of his life, even to the point of martyrdom.
The course that you are currently taking requires a passing grade, dear
disciple, and the Teacher is about to retest you. Sorry, there is no easy
way out. What was it again: complaining, forgiving those who have
offended you, your critical tongue, anger, lust or pride?
Will you surrender your heart and soul to the pruning of the Lord? He
will prepare you. Brokenness is a very good teacher. You can pass this
test, dear servant. And what will be your answer? The same as Peter’s:
Yes Lord, You know that I love You.

Forgive Yourself
“As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us.” Psalm 103:12
Dear lover of God, if you have confessed your sins, God is faithful and
just to forgive you. This is the very nature of God. Do you believe it?
If you are a Christian you certainly must know that the blood of Jesus
is sufficient to wash away all of your sins. Your sin has been forgiven!
So, what are these feelings of guilt and self-condemnation? They are
obviously not coming from God. Where do they originate? Perhaps it
is demonic, but that can be easily remedied. Tell him that he is a liar.
However, these feelings may issue from your own downtrodden soul.
Is there really a need to punish yourself? It is well worth taking a few
minutes for some personal introspection.
Why carry this unnecessary weight? God’s Son paid a great price for
your forgiveness. You must not consider His suffering as irrelevant. He
took your punishment. You must not punish yourself. Every person has
made wrong choices, stumbled, and failed. This is human nature. But,
this doesn’t mean you can excuse yourself, only repent and humbly
receive forgiveness. Does your pride prevent you from receiving total
forgiveness?
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You may have to endure the consequences of sin. God will give you
grace; but you certainly shouldn’t bear the guilt. Jesus has forgiven
you. Find a trustworthy friend with whom you can share your burdens.
Confessing your sins to another can relieve your guilt and will help to
heal your soul.

Excuses for Sinning
“casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ,” 2Corinthians 10:5
Did you ever notice how you excuse yourself just before you decide to
sin? You know very well that if you take one drink you will have six
or more. If you open that website you will look at the pornography. If
you go to that store you will buy things that you don’t need and can’t
afford. If you continue the conversation you will gossip or say
something hurtful. What excuse do you give yourself before you
choose to do the thing that you know you shouldn’t do?
You usually try to please God, but in a moment of weakness you turn
away from Him and choose to please yourself. You attempt to block all
thoughts of God and may tell yourself: “Nobody cares about me. I’m
so lonely. It just doesn’t matter anymore. I deserve to have some fun.”
You may even try to justify yourself theologically.
When discouragement and disappointment surface there is a greater
tendency to sin. You hope to relieve your troubles with an indulgence
of pleasure. You know this is true. Those things that you would quickly
turn from become more appealing when you are fatigued, lonely or
under a lot of pressure. Dear Christian, you have been learning a few
things about yourself. This is very good. Even in the midst of weakness
you can choose to turn from temptation. God will make a way of
escape. You must not associate with those who will lead you into sin.
You cannot blame them if you fall. Neither can you blame the demons
of hell for attacking you. You are solely responsible for your own
words and actions.
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Let your excuses now become a warning sign. When you find them in
your mind or on your lips, RUN to God. He will help you. “No
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that
you may be able to bear it” (1Cor. 10:13).

Marriage: The Beautiful Crucible
“Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not
to depart from her husband. But even if she does depart, let her remain
unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to
divorce his wife.” 1Corinthians 7:10-11 “For the Lord God of Israel
says that He hates divorce…” Malachi 2:16
The problems seem insurmountable. Two grievously wounded people
are suffering from selfishness and perhaps from each other’s inability
to effectively communicate personal needs. How can the anger and
resentment be healed? Why should you even try?
Dear lover of God, believe it or not, your marriage has been your
greatest asset. You have considered it to be a millstone, but instead, it
has been a springboard. The wounds that you have received are
invaluable. The abrasive nature of your mate has been your polishing
cloth. Would you have sought the Lord as you have, if everything was
wonderful? No, you would have found contentment apart from God.
Will you now jump from the frying pan into the fire? God has given
you your spouse for an eternal purpose. Do not frustrate God’s
purposes by quitting.
If the situation never changes will you still obey the Lord? Consider
the poor man; should he continue to love and obey the Lord, even if he
never escapes poverty? Should the sick man, if he never receives
healing? Everyone bears the cross, dear saint. Would you throw yours
by the wayside and run away from Calvary? Perhaps you would, but
where would you go? God has asked you to remain in this marriage.
Will you run from God too?

130

The Lord will continue to encourage and comfort you on this journey.
You know that He has helped you many times in the past. He will not
forsake you now; He loves you. When a certain measure of refining has
been accomplished in your life, He may then gloriously transform your
marriage. Take courage. By His grace continue to do all that He has
already told you to do. Your reward will be sweet and your fruitfulness
abundant.

Learn from Your Mistakes
“Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from
the words of my mouth. Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you;
love her, and she will keep you. Wisdom is the principal thing;
therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.”
Proverbs 4: 5-7
How do you acquire wisdom? The Bible says, “The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding” (Pro. 9:10). James tells us: “If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without
reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5). Of course, this is
absolutely true, but needless to say, there are not many wise among us.
Even with the Word of God so readily available, foolishness abounds
and decisions are made that are anything but wise.
Fortunately, the Lord has given another teacher: experience. This
instructor is relentless, his assignment very demanding. Hopefully, by
the end of the course, you will have gained understanding. Usually
failure tutors the intro to this course. After sitting in his class for a few
sessions, you are willing to learn.
Are you learning from your mistakes? How ludicrous to suffer the pain
of foolish decisions only to repeat them again and again. But even then,
the pain of loss will teach you, and finally you will have had enough.
(Hopefully, before you are incarcerated.) When the pain becomes
worse than any pleasure derived from your unwise activity, you will
eventually submit to the will of God. Thus, the fear of the Lord
becomes the beginning of your wisdom.
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Why must you wait until your wounds are gaping and your pain is
excruciating? God is extending His love and mercy to you now. Take
hold of Him. Learn from your mistakes. Get wisdom! Get
understanding!
Lord, I have repeated my mistakes far too many times. I desire to break
this cycle of foolishness and failure. Please give me wisdom and the
grace to obey.

Is Your Contentment Found in God?
“Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though
the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the
flock may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls-Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.”
Habakkuk 3:17-18
Is your contentment found in God alone or in other things? Many think
that their fulfillment and satisfaction lie in God, but this is merely a
shadow of the truth. God is really not their “all in all.” You may have
sung the popular song about a deer panting for water. One of the lines
of this song boldly declares: “You alone are my heart’s desire.” You
may hope this to be true but aren’t you actually stretching the truth a
bit? Much, if not all, of the contentment and satisfaction you have
experienced has been derived from the things that you do and the
blessings that have been given to you, not from simply knowing God
and loving Him. He alone is probably not your heart’s desire.
There may be a season soon approaching when most of your activity
will cease. God will do this. Why? He desires to draw you closer and
teach you about true contentment. If you were to lose everything He
has given, could you still find full sufficiency in Him? Is God Himself
enough for you? If your identity is wrapped up in what you do and if
your treasure is here on earth, you will surely grieve the loss. The depth
of your entrenchment will determine how quickly you recover. Is this
a punishment? Usually not, in fact, quite the contrary. God's favor is
resting upon you.
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Some Bible teachers will tell you of God’s desire to bless us with
material prosperity. Amen! Let it be so. But there is so much more: the
glorious fulfillment of intimate love. God will strip your heart of
worldly attachments so that He can become your Everything.
Rejoice Christian; the Almighty has chosen you. He will lavish His
love upon you and you will freely love Him for all of eternity. What in
this world could be more precious? Will you surrender everything to
Him today?

The Highest Calling
“Then he said to me, ‘Write’: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the
marriage supper of the Lamb!' And he said to me, ‘These are the true
sayings of God.’” Revelation 19:9
Apostle, pastor, evangelist, doctor, lawyer, professor… do you aspire
to be one of these? May the Holy Spirit fill you to overflowing and lead
you on to the establishment of His plan for your life… that you would
remain willing to pay the price and become the best of the best. But
dear disciple, allow me to succinctly proclaim one very profound truth:
There is no greater calling than being chosen by God… to love Him for
all of eternity.
Imagine being in the arms of your loving Father right now. Does the
doctor or the anointed pastor or the president of a mighty country have
a greater advantage over the uneducated poor man in this place of
intimacy? Will more of God’s love flow to them? Will they dare
mention their exalted earthly position… or even care?
Do you understand? Nothing you do, nothing you achieve, as good as
that is, can compare to loving God, both in this life and for all eternity!
Have you been looking for the greatest, the biggest, and the best? This
is it, dear one. This is the pinnacle, the fulfillment of your faith, the
consummation of your hopes and dreams. There is nothing greater than
loving God... and being loved by Him!
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Do You Care?
“But the Lord said, ‘You have had pity on the plant for which you have
not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished
in a night. And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are
more than one hundred and twenty thousand persons.’” Jonah 4:10-11
Jonah was angry because his shade plant died. The heat of the sun now
made him uncomfortable. He felt little concern for the much larger
issue, the souls of Nineveh. He seems to be consumed with self. Are
you like Jonah? Each day you pass by so many who are headed for
destruction. Do you care? Your car, your house, and your job seem to
devour your time and attention.
Servant of God, stir yourself, stir up the gifts that are within you. You
are light and salt in this dark world; you must be His witness. Of course,
everyone is not called to be an evangelist. But you have no excuse for
not being a witness. Do you care about the lost or is your hobby more
important?
God is grieved by the disobedience, greed, and pursuit of pleasure that
stains the land with sin. His anger will soon reach a boiling point. He
desires that none would perish. Will you warn them? Will you rescue
them? Do you care?
Lord, I admit that I have little concern for the lost. Please forgive my
indifference. Place within my heart sensitivity and a desire to share
Your good news. Give me boldness to speak with others about You:
anyone, anywhere, any time.

Was Jesus Intelligent?
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I
do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I
go to My Father.” John 14:12
What a question! I suppose, that you would assume that Jesus was an
intelligent man, but was He a genius or did He simply possess an
average IQ? Who knows? Does it really matter?
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He grew up as the son of a carpenter. He most certainly was not
afforded the highest quality of education. We have no evidence that
Jesus sat at the feet of Gamaliel as Paul did.
Nonetheless, did He speak profound truth due to His intelligence or
education? No! But by the Holy Spirit that indwelled Him. What about
His miracles; was intelligence or education the key to miracles? No,
again. His faith and the other gifts of the Spirit were in operation. What
about His humility, servanthood or ultimate self-sacrifice at Calvary?
Were any of these character qualities emanating from intelligence? Do
you get the point? Why would you ever use the excuse that you are not
smart enough?
Jesus spent time praying to His Father. He listened for an answer and
He obeyed. You can do the same. When He ministered to others, He
was attuned to the Holy Spirit and utilized His spiritual gifts. Dear
disciple, this same Holy Spirit is available to you. You CAN do the
works that Jesus did by the power and leading of the same Spirit that
raised Christ from the dead.
If you have not yet been filled to overflowing with the Spirit of God,
Ask. Ask Him now. Be filled and allow rivers of living water to flow
from deep within you to a desperately dry and thirsty land. ” If you
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask Him” (Luke 11:13).

What Is It Really Like?
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you
were also called and have confessed the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.” 1Timothy 6:12
What did you think Christianity was supposed to be like? Anyone who
has remained faithful to our Lord for more than a few years knows full
well that there are obstacles to overcome, mountains to climb, valleys
to cross, deserts to be tested. This is Christianity!
Very few Christians can bounce with joy throughout their entire life.
There are wonderful seasons of growth, excitement, and adventure.
Everything couldn’t be better. You devour every word that proceeds
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from the mouth of God. You are high in the Spirit and run from one
meeting to another. You take little offense when others speak against
you. You are ‘beyond’ that...or, so you think. And then comes the
serious trial, temptation or dry time. You wonder what has happened.
You lose your desire to praise God. You don’t want to go to church or
to be around other Christians. You may have been offended, or suffered
a prolonged illness, or a family member is in trouble… your business
or ministry fails, your finances dry up.
Dear saint, this is what Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you,
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation;
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33). How
could anyone expect otherwise? The good news? God is with you. He
will comfort and encourage you. He will turn your complaining into
praise. Rest if you must. Rest! Fight if you are to do that. Press on!
Try to maintain a grateful attitude. You will reach that mountaintop. It
requires endurance. You will come up out of the valley. You will cross
the desert. The Lord has provided a stream there, hasn’t He? He is a
faithful Friend and He is at work in your life just as you have asked
Him to be. By the time you reach your glorious destination you will
have left behind all of the excess baggage that you attempted to carry.
What is it that needs to be dropped now? Isn’t it getting a little too
heavy to manage?

An Audience of One
“Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” Colossians 3:2-3
You had managed to devise a method of revealing your good works
with such subtlety that you had even deceived yourself. Deep within,
there was a need for approval or, at least to stroke your ego. You
wanted recognition for your valiant efforts. Someone must learn of
your generosity or your kind deed.
Of course, this was not done with a conscious word or an overt action.
You are far too holy for that; it just seemed to seep out. But God saw
the cracks in your clay vessel, and because He loves you so much, He
fixed a fix especially for you. He is very good at that you know.
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You are now in the midst of the most formidable challenge of your life.
You are doing your greatest work, the masterpiece of a lifetime. By His
grace, you have accomplished victories of heroic proportion, but no
one can see it. No one knows or cares. God has closed their eyes. And
because of His intricate dealings, it is nearly impossible for you to tell
them. In fact, you are revolted by the mere thought of boasting. You
are progressing very nicely, dear saint. True humility is forming within
you. Your focus is being lifted from the things of earth to the things of
God. Your desire for man’s approval is evaporating. Can you imagine:
your finest hour, your bravest moment has gone completely unnoticed
... except by an audience of One.

Making A Comeback
“Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be
a bondservant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10
Something has gone wrong: sickness, financial problems, sin, or a
reversal of some kind. You are trying to get back to where you were
and you feel as though you must prove yourself again. Be careful, you
are one step from making a critical error. Check your motivation;
examine your heart. Are you moving forward with God’s plan, in His
timing? You don’t need to prove anything to anyone. Simply be
obedient. God isn’t concerned about what man thinks of you. He
doesn’t look for a consensus before establishing His plans.
Servant of God, the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
God has not removed His call from your life. His purpose for you has
not been abandoned. He is using this difficult time to better equip you
for a future work. Learn to recover in His grace and strength without
self-effort. The old is torn down; He is rebuilding the new. You do not
have to validate yourself. God will manifest Himself through you, and
it will become apparent to all. Be wise.
Proceed in daily obedience and make good use of your time. Rest,
exercise, strengthen your body for the work that lies ahead. Spend
intimate time with the Lord and hide His word in your heart. Be ready
to do good as the opportunity arises. By God’s grace, you will be well
prepared for the next chapter of your life. Believe Him. The best is yet
to come.
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Self-Pity… a drowning man’s anchor
“My soul, wait silently for God alone, for my expectation is from Him.
He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be
moved. In God is my salvation and my glory; the rock of my strength,
and my refuge, is in God. Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour
out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.
Selah.” Psalm 62:5-8
You have been devastated by your circumstances. You have been
utterly broken. How difficult these days have been. God is making a
way for you. He purposes to heal and restore. But what is this? You can
barely keep afloat and you are taking on the added weight of self-pity?
Why are you doing this? You will only prolong your misery. Make no
mistake, self-pity will extend the duration of your time of trouble.
Don’t lay hold of this anchor. It will bring you down.
Also remember: self-pity is usually associated with other squalid
companions: resentment, bitterness, depression, and doubt. Please
don’t allow them in too. God is extending His hand to you. You can
recall that He is strong to save. Allow Him to rescue you. There is no
need for self-pity. Trust in the Lord. Even in this most difficult of times
you can still choose to believe God’s promises. You can choose to
forgive others. You can choose to love. And if you are too weary to do
much else right now, just rest in His loving arms. The dawn is soon
approaching.
Lord, please forgive me for looking at myself rather than at You. I do
trust you. Please help me to trust more completely. My heart has been
broken, Lord. Have mercy on me and rescue me. With Your help I can
wait for You. In the midst of my troubles I choose to praise You.
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Temptation Is Necessary
“Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty
days by the devil…Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to
Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding
region.” Luke 4:1-2,14
God allows temptation for a purpose. Do not be surprised that seasons
of temptation lie ahead; and don’t think that you have grown beyond
this. It is a fundamental component of your higher education, dear
friend. The Spirit will even lead you into that wilderness where you
will be tested.
The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness where He was tempted
for forty days! This was part of His preparation for ministry. Jesus was
fasting and seeking to commune with His Father while being
incessantly pummeled by the evil one. Did you hear? Forty days!
Jesus was tempted to abort the plan of Salvation. Satan offered Him the
kingdoms of this world via a short cut. Jesus would not have to suffer
and die. Pleasure, power... He could have it all. With each of the
temptations that are recorded in the Book of Luke, our Hero submitted
to the Word of God, quoted it, and resisted the devil. Dear warrior, you
must do the same.
Most people find it very uncomfortable to endure temptation. Strong
temptation can even cause a grown man to cry or sweat and be filled
with anxiety and inner turmoil. At times, the assault seems relentless
and the fear of failure bombards the mind and soul. As the pressure
increases, you may begin to hear, “Just do it, just this once. Get it over
with and then you can have peace. God will forgive you.” Sound
familiar? Fully understand this deception and counterattack with the
truth as Jesus did.
Remember this lesson, Christian. Submit to God and resist the devil;
not in your strength, but in your weakness, let His power be made
perfect. You too will come up out of the wilderness in the power of the
Holy Spirit, and many will be blessed.
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Unity in The Spirit
“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of
the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
Ephesians 4:1-3
Paul reveals so much truth to the Ephesians that it seems to ooze from
each page. For your sake, it is well worth reviewing these first verses
of chapter four: with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love… These words are loaded, disciple!
It may take you an entire lifetime to fully implement just this verse
alone.
How often do you find yourself in abrasive situations? A difficult
brother or sister makes it uncomfortable or unbearable to continue in a
working relationship. Look again at verse two, lowliness, gentleness,
longsuffering. By God’s grace, you can only do this by His grace. He
has allowed this to continue. In fact, you have already grown a great
deal because of it. Your independence is evaporating. You are
becoming more dependent upon God and your sense of powerlessness
is bringing you a step closer to complete surrender.
But unity goes far beyond tolerance. God would never ask you to do
the impossible; this is possible! God is telling you to do everything
within your means to keep the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace.
He knows that you don’t like this person. Nevertheless, His truth
remains. Trust God. He will help. Unity requires humility,
servanthood, surrender, and gentleness and as already mentioned,
longsuffering. You have been progressing nicely. Do not allow pride
or a bad attitude to defeat you now. Humble yourself, forgive or ask for
forgiveness, and maintain unity. This is the will of the Lord!
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Your Ambitions
“Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one's
youth. Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them.” Ps. 127:4-5
At the deepest depths of honesty, you can find your true self. Few have
the courage to enter here. However, it is only at that place, where you
ascertain life. No other foundation can sustain spiritual growth and
maturity. Do you agree?
Good! Let us now proceed with a probing question: Are you more
interested in fulfilling your goals and ambitions than seeing your
children fulfill theirs? If you are to make any progress, extreme honesty
is required. There are some in our generation who have emerged from
a prolonged season of self-gratification into a new era of selfrealization and self-fulfillment. They are now in the throes of pursuing
an elusive success. This all seems quite good, but is it really? What
about your children?
Have you chased your vision to the point of leaving them in the dust?
How much time do you spend with them? Please don’t give the shoddy
excuse: “I spend quality time with them, if not quantity.” Do you know
their likes and dislikes? How about their weight and height? Do you
know the names of their friends and teachers? And yet you do know
so many other facts about your work, sports, etc.
Your heavenly Father never intended children to be an addendum, dear
saint. They are the arrows that you fashion for a God-given purpose.
They are to be an extension of God’s love sent to a needy world. With
the proper nurturing, your kids can grow to know the Lord and serve
Him in the power of the Spirit. They are your disciples and their
training is your responsibility.
God has a marvelous plan for your kids. Do you know what that might
be? Ask Him to help you discern their gifts and talents so you can
encourage them. Speak words of life and build them up. Affirm them,
and discipline them when required. This is well pleasing to God. Yes,
children can be difficult at times and may require a lot of patience and
persistence, but you can be sure the Master will use their rebellion and
bad attitudes to help refine YOU.
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If you have been a delinquent parent, it is not too late to start over, even
if your kids have grown and moved away. Humble yourself and ask
their forgiveness for your broken promises, your lack of interest and
outbursts of anger. God wants to heal your relationship. You can make
that phone call today.

Unfair, Unjust or Merciful?
“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.”
Jonah 4:1
You have been offended. Perhaps grievously wounded by another,
maybe even another Christian. You have forgiven them the best that
you can, but you earnestly believe they should be punished for their
actions. “After all, right is right!” Even God will judge them as a sinner
and severely discipline them…. or so you thought.
Then you learned they only received a light reprimand and there were
no serious consequences whatsoever. “This is unfair, unjust,” you say.
“They should pay for what they did to me.” You are hurt and angry.
Dear saint, please stop to pray now. Let God speak to your heart. You
are a precious servant of Jesus; don’t allow this thing to overtake you.
It would be good to review Jonah chapter four. Jonah too was angry
with the Lord for showing mercy. You have underestimated God’s
mercy and His willingness to forgive.
He graciously receives the repentant and forgives completely. You
must do the same. Don’t begin to question whether your offender has
truly repented. This matter is reserved for God alone. Be careful! The
Merciful One desires to lead you far beyond this excruciating
experience. He loves you. You have already begun the process of
forgiveness. Now release this person and cling to God. Release them,
Christian. Set them free and you will be free.
Dear Jesus, I know that You are a loving and merciful God. Thank you
for extending mercy to me. I repent of resenting the mercy you have
shown to others. Please forgive me. I choose to release ______ now
from any debt. Please help me forgive completely.
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It’s Exceedingly More Uncomfortable
“But the Lord sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty
tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up.” Jonah
1:4
Have you been disobedient to God? What a foolish question! God is
merciful and slow to anger, but He is also holy. He cannot allow your
disobedience to go unchallenged. The Holy One will confront you; you
can be sure of that. Sooner or later, He will confront you. Your loving
Father will begin to turn circumstances against you. He knows
precisely what is required to change your rebellious heart and will
apply just the right amount of pressure to get you back on course. He
may correct you by sending a storm, or by closing a door; and may also
allow relationships to boil or finances to dwindle. “Hello! This is God
speaking!” It will do no good to justify yourself. The Refiner will
simply turn up the heat until you admit the truth.
Don’t wait until you are swallowed by a fish. It is exceedingly more
uncomfortable in there. “The waters surrounded me, even to my soul;
the deep closed around me; weeds were wrapped around my head. I
went down to the moorings of the mountains; the earth with its bars
closed behind me forever” (Jonah 2:5).
How tragic to waste time venturing down the wrong highway only to
find that it leads to emptiness and death. God has so much better for
you. Turn around! Go back to the fork in the road, the place where you
veered from God’s will. Repentance will bring you there now.

The Immutable Law of Giving
“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the
same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” Luke
6:38
Dear saint, are you a giver? Did you realize that Christianity is all about
giving? The words give, giving, giver are mentioned 877 times in
Scripture. You are asked to give your love, your time, your materials,
and your money, your everything.
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What is at the root of your unwillingness to give your money? Isn’t this
due to a lack of trust? Throughout the Bible God makes incontestable
promises of blessing and provision to those who will give. These
promises apply to all, saved or unsaved. There are no preconditions;
simply give and it shall be given to you. God has implanted this law
into the very fiber of creation, much like the laws of physics. Do you
understand? If you step off a cliff, you will plunge to the ground. God
did not cause you to fall, the law of gravity did. The same is true of
giving. Give and it shall be given unto you. Period! This is an
immutable law!
Many talk the talk of Christianity, and even do kind deeds, but when
put to the test of giving, they fail miserably. In fact, when confronted
with this teaching, the teacher is often viewed with suspicion and the
teaching is discounted as self-serving. Christian, it is time for you to
learn to give.
What if a wealthy church member promised to make up the difference
for any lack that you may incur when tithing? In other words, there
would be no risk involved. Would you be more willing to tithe? You
might be willing to trust a rich church member, but not your Father who
owns the cattle on a thousand hills. Trust God.
Lord, please forgive my lack of trust. I want to be a giver. I know You
are willing and able to provide all of my needs. Help me to surrender
this area of my life.

So, You Want to Be Like Jesus
“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren.” Romans 8:29
So, you want to be like Jesus? You aspire to be conformed to His
image. This is a very noble thought and could be a bit religious as well.
You sing the songs, say the right words, and even think that this is what
you desire. Yet when someone speaks an unkind word or you come up
against minor opposition, you are ready to quit. How can you say, “Let
me be like Jesus?”
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Everyone would like the loving heart of Jesus, not to mention His
wisdom and knowledge. And no doubt everyone would like to do His
miracles, not for self-aggrandizement but altruistically, of course. But
let’s get real. Do you know what you are asking?
Let’s view the life of Christ from another perspective. Jesus was
completely given over to the will of His Father. He was a man with a
mission. There was no self involved; He denied self. Jesus learned to
discipline the flesh. Our Savior began His ministry with a desert
experience. He fasted, prayed, and was tempted by the devil for forty
days. It was not uncommon for Him to spend long periods of time in
prayer, even the entire night. He would only say and do what His Father
was doing.
Jesus was persecuted, accused, rebuked and humiliated. He was
misunderstood, misquoted, and betrayed. He was also spit on, beaten,
scourged and crucified. Jesus humbled Himself even to the point of
death. This, dear saint is what it means to be like Jesus. Do you remain
willing?
Excellent! You have made an excellent choice. Why should you try to
maintain a life that you can’t keep anyway? Now the good news: You
do not have to strive to become like Jesus. It is the work of God. Your
loving Father is the Potter, the Refiner, and the One who breaks you.
All of His work is meticulously measured and timed.
He is the One who remakes you into the image of Jesus. You can be
absolutely positive that He will completely finish what He has begun.
Surrender again, beloved; be yielded and still. The Potter is fashioning
your handle today. The time is soon coming when He will firmly grasp
hold and use you in a very special way. The harrowing process of your
preparation will pale in the glory of that day!
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Are You a Distraction?
“I always think what a blessing you are because I see God in you
without becoming distracted from Him by you.” Fenelon
Bishop Fenelon wrote these profound words to Madame Guyon in the
seventeenth century. He was a disciple of this great lover of God. This
precious saint later went on to bless many with his own spiritual
insights. Do you understand what he is saying here? Will you bring his
statement to your mirror? How often we become a distraction to the
very message we carry. Of course, our sin is a glaring example, but this
is not what I mean.
Dear friend, are you seeking to draw others to yourself? Do you have a
need to be admired, loved, affirmed, or approved? Your feelings of
inferiority fervently demand these things. Doesn’t your pride seek
attention? Do you need to appear attractive, witty, or intelligent? Do
you thrive on the sense of accomplishment that you receive when doing
good? If any of these motives are present, you may be a distraction to
your message, to a lesser or greater degree.
When you minister, the people may be seeing God but they are also
seeing you. Be honest with yourself; you want them to see you. Many
Christian workers do their ministry for a multitude of reasons, other
than purely for the glory and honor of our Lord. These inner drives may
cause society to function, but oftentimes hinder the advancement of
God’s Kingdom.
Faithful servant, you cannot obliterate those things that are within you.
Nor can you change any other deeply engrained flaw. But the Lord
wants you to be aware of this imperfection. Repent of your pride and
surrender anew. He will continue His work in you.
Allow the Potter to break and refashion your vessel. Surely, no one
pays much attention to a simple clay jar, but the Oil contained within
will bring provision and life to many.
Lord. I admit that I am a distraction. I have sought the attention and
approval of others. Please flush this from within me. I desire to show
forth Jesus, not me, only Jesus.
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From Fenelon
“I only want to do God’s will, nothing else matters to me. I know very
well that my own wisdom must die, but all I can do is hold myself in the
fiery crucible. God must strike the blow. I accept all that God ordains
without holding anything back. What more can I do? He who permits
evil will bring good out of it.” Fenelon
One cannot help but be impressed by the complete abandonment
expressed in this passage. Lover of God, there is little commentary
needed here. Oh, that your heart would utter the same words. Sweet
surrender is bitterly painful at times. We mourn the loss of our rights.
We mourn our own death. There are few who have the courage to die
to self at this level; and yes, there are still deeper levels.
You must not look at your death, dear saint, but to Life. Look to Jesus,
look to the joy set before you. Trust Him today and let tomorrow worry
about itself. Don’t turn back. Please don’t settle for lesser things. As
you continue to walk with Him you will realize that the things of this
earth really do “grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.”
Remember beloved, He has chosen you; you are His precious one. It is
well understood that your journey has been quite challenging. You
have come a very long way to arrive at this level of understanding.
Have no fear; He will bring you the rest of the way. “...looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2).

The Latter Will Be Greater
“Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? And
how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes
as nothing…’The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the
former,' says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’
says the Lord of hosts.” Haggai 2:3, 9
Haggai was prophesying to a discouraged people. They desired to obey
the word of the Lord but looking at the Temple, its condition and size,
caused them to wonder if it was really worth rebuilding. Have you ever
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felt like this? Your marriage, your business, or ministry is in ruins.
What a mess! It will require a lot of sacrifice to rebuild; and even after
you do there is little hope that it will ever be as good as it used to be.
It would be much easier just to move on. You would much rather try
to find whatever comfort you can and move on. But God is saying,
“Don’t give up. There are so many things that you do not yet know.
There is so much more that I desire to accomplish in you and through
you. The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,
says the Lord of hosts.”
Dear disciple, God’s purposes for you are not diminished by these
reversals in your life. He is using them to give you wisdom, compassion
and correction. As you overcome, you will also gain spiritual authority.
His Spirit is within you. Do not be afraid or discouraged; have faith.
Through Christ you can do the impossible. Do you understand? Believe
God! His plan for you is still unfolding. Be strong and work! Be
faithful to do the immediate. He will take care of your future… "'The
glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,' says the
Lord of hosts..."

Love the Truth
“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin.” 1John 1:7
Do you love truth? You must! Every servant of God must walk in the
light of truth if they are to mature. Truth is absolutely foundational.
Why then do most people lie? The sin of lying has reached pandemic
proportions. Very few will admit their faults or take responsibility for
their actions. They deceive themselves and blame others. Some lie to
keep out of trouble, others to save face. It is common to lie for personal
gain and many hope to appear to be more than they really are. Do you
lie?
Several cultures consider lying to be quite acceptable; some even
admire it. But God sees nothing admirable about lying. He is very
serious about truth, dear saint. Jesus described Himself as “The Truth.”
How can your sins be forgiven if you refuse to admit to yourself that
you have sinned? You are responsible for everything that you say and
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do. You must be painfully honest with yourself, with God, and with
others. Don’t be afraid. Your loving Father is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in mercy. He already knows your sins.
However, you must humble yourself and acknowledge them.
Don’t rebel against the truth; love the truth. Truth will bring you
freedom and peace. Isn’t that what you have been looking for all along?
Invite the penetrating light of the Holy Spirit to search your heart today.
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my
anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24).

Miracles Begin with Problems
“And Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see
the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today...The
Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.’”
Exodus 14:13-14
How absolutely wonderful it would be to live your life problem free.
Unfortunately, that is not the way it works. Life is full of difficulties as
various seasons come and go. Thank God for the seasons of respite. Of
course, our natural tendency is to desire comfort and ease; but spiritual
life actually thrives on problems. You could never be an overcomer if
you had nothing to overcome. And without difficulties, you would have
no need to exercise faith, hope, patience, or longsuffering, nor would
you develop other character qualities. God has allowed the devil to
perpetrate his works of evil in this world for your spiritual
development. Do you believe this?
Dear saint, how much more peace you would have if you could trust
God at this level. He allows nothing to touch your life, good or evil,
that will not eventually be of benefit to you. There is great peace in this
way of living, the way of trust. Having said that, it would be wrong to
leave you with the impression that God does not intervene in difficult
times, or that He simply wants to teach you to endure.
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Our God is Love and He is the God of all comfort. He only allows you
to suffer if there is a greater purpose to be accomplished. Your question
should never be “Will God deliver me?” Be assured; God will deliver
you! Our loving God searches to and fro looking for those to whom He
can show Himself strong. He seeks those who will trust Him and those
who will believe His promises. Our God is a healer and a deliverer.
You must believe this.
Perhaps this current irresolvable trouble has been allowed for the
purpose of exercising your faith. Every miracle begins with a problem.
Everyone wants the miracle; no one wants the problem. However, this
difficulty, whatever it is, gives you an opportunity to make the decision
to trust God and to seek His will in the matter. Nothing less will do.
You can worry, complain, and indulge in self-pity, but these are not
remedies.
Your own wisdom and intellect cannot produce a miracle. Believe in
God and be grateful for what you do have. Seek His will and listen for
His still small voice. Obey Him; and trust Him as if you must endure
a little while longer. Believe for a miracle if you sense He is
challenging your faith. Review His promises. Build your faith with the
testimonies of others. Document the things that He has spoken to you
through His Word and through friends. These will be a valuable
defense against the fiery doubts of the enemy. You can stand in faith,
beloved. Your miraculous deliverance is at hand.
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The Spirit of Independence
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!” Psalm 133:1
Unity is suffering! The spirit of independence prevails and very little is
accomplished in the Kingdom. Of course, you want unity, but don’t
deceive yourself; that’s only up to a point. A smile and a pat on the
back is not what the Lord has in mind. The Church has been divided
for far too long and we use every type of excuse to remain separate.
Doctrine is usually the safest and most religious reason for division,
but there are much deeper reasons: Suspicion, jealousy, insecurity,
pride, racism, and personal offense. Be honest!
Can you see the results of independence? The public certainly can. We
have been the brunt of their jokes for years. Because of disharmony,
the Church of Jesus has had little influence in the community. The
world literally goes to hell while we remain divided. God forgive us.
The time is coming when our independence will be broken. Perhaps
then we will have the time. After a season of shaking, we may emerge
realizing that we really do need our brothers and sisters, even those
whom we have held at arms length.
It is very interesting to note that the missionaries from various
denominations, serving in countries where the Church is oppressed,
seem to overcome doctrinal barriers rather easily. The need for
fellowship and mutual support seems to enhance unity. God forbid that
it would take a wave of persecution for the western Church to
comprehend that we need each other.
Yes, you are busy doing what you believe to be God’s will. Most of us
are. There is enough work and plenty of trouble to keep you occupied
for the rest of your life. But what of Jesus’ prayer, “that they all may
be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be
one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:21)?
Dear minister, Christians of every persuasion truly can work together
for prayer, praise and community outreach… including evangelism,
youth ministry and feeding programs. Your people won’t become
contaminated by associating with those of differing doctrines. We can
151

stand shoulder-to-shoulder proclaiming the gospel and defending the
rights of the poor and the oppressed. We can speak boldly against
unrighteousness and injustice. This is unity. This is true Christianity.

Deeper Than Righteousness
“‘Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?’ So
Jesus said to him... ‘You know the commandments...’ And he answered
and said to Him, ‘Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.’
Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, ‘One thing you
lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and
follow Me.’” Mark 10:17-21
Keep the commandments, pray, read the Bible, give, and go to church,
this is Christianity to most people. They have been trained in
righteousness and, of course, this is commendable, but is there
something greater?
This good heart of yours must also be tested. Is it possible for you to
be proud of your righteousness, perhaps without even realizing it? Are
you relying on your wealth, or strength, or intellect rather than upon
God? You have accomplished much and sacrificed a lot. You have been
greatly blessed, but could you lay it all down now? Could you give it
all away?
There are much deeper levels of Christianity, beloved, even beyond
righteousness. And these would be: complete abandonment of self and
total dependence on God. Are you willing to go there? The man in this
scripture was not, and went away sorrowful. “But he was sad at this
word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions” (Mark
10:22). We don’t know if he later obeyed the word of the Lord, but we
do know that his response was quite typical. Flesh will usually resist
personal sacrifice and the things of the Spirit.
Perhaps this individual eventually followed the Lord and went on to be
a great man of God, an anointed vessel of blessing. How about you?
Are you willing to pay this price? Count the cost, then take up your
cross and follow Jesus. This is a work of grace, dear one. No one can
do it in his or her own strength or righteousness. Surrender all that you
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are able, with full intention to give everything. God will help you every
step of the way. You have been chosen to follow Jesus, the King of
Glory. Could you really be satisfied with anything less? Why would
you want to cling to temporal things?

Do Justly, Love Mercy
“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your God?” Micah 6:8
When is the last time you heard a message about getting involved in
social reform? Have you preached about racial equality, stood for the
rights of unborn children, or furthered health care opportunities for the
poor and elderly? And what about the illiteracy problem? Where is the
preacher who will encourage the people to run for public office, or
become godly lawyers and judges? Some Christians immediately reject
this way of thinking, calling it activism. Indeed, this is very normal
Christianity.
There are plenty of exhortations to become involved in church work,
even full-time ministry. But have you considered that your town may
not need another preacher or another church? Isn’t there already one on
each corner? Who is standing for the oppressed, for justice? What
Christian businessman is mentoring the underprivileged? Yes, this
should be the work of the Church, but who is doing it?
We have neglected our duties, and by default, the government has
initiated its own brand of justice and social programs; and we sit on our
hands and complain. The morality of an entire society has declined to
an all-time low during our watch, and instead of repenting for our
misguided isolationism, we criticize and blame politicians. The Church
is responsible for the moral decline of this nation! We are also
responsible for its social reform.
Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and visit the sick and imprisoned.
Become active in local government, school boards, social programs.
Let the world see what true Christianity is really all about. If politics is
a dirty business, then be willing to get your hands dirty. God has
already given you the grace to walk in righteousness and the gifts and
talents necessary to change things for the better.
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Don’t hide behind the four walls of the church hoping that Jesus will
return soon. Ask Him what He would have you do to make your
community a more godly place to live. You may be surprised by what
He tells you. God will stretch you beyond your comfort zone.
Empowered by the Spirit, you can make a notable difference.

Are You Losing Interest?
“... for without Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
Dear believer, don’t be surprised when you begin to lose interest in
spiritual things. This is a very normal part of dying to self. In the past,
you had purposed in your heart to seek the Lord and had earnestly
desired to be conformed to the image of Christ, but now all seems lost.
Your wonderful spiritual experiences are but a faint memory. You
don’t go to church or even want to have a spiritual conversation.
To make it worse, the enemy will take this opportunity to harass you.
Your mind may become confused. Anger, frustration, cursing, impure
thoughts, criticism of others, all of these things may invade your
thinking. You even begin to judge God or think that He has left you.
There doesn’t appear to be any good thing remaining within.
How could this happen? Why does God allow such things? Dear
Christian, it is during this time that you become acutely aware of your
own unworthiness. You can be certain that any attempt to extricate
yourself from this wreck will fail. You may think that prayer or some
type of religious activity might help, but instead of feeling better you
only become more certain of your inability to do anything correctly.
Nothing of value seems to flow from you and your prayer life seems
fruitless. Your sense of unworthiness grows even deeper.
Even though you refused to admit it in the past, you really did think
that you deserved to be blessed. You had been serving the Lord
faithfully for so many years. Secretly, you felt that you should receive
some benefit for all of that effort. But now you are beginning to see
who you really are; and that is more than a little disconcerting.
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Take courage; this is only for a season. It is a time of cleansing, another
level of breaking down and building up. You are becoming more aware
of your weaknesses and the things that need to be dealt with. You must
trust God more than ever now. Be assured, He has not left you. He is
very close. Talk to Him even if you can’t sense His presence. Bare your
soul; the Lord is listening. Ultimately, you will begin to realize that
God is in control of all things. The times and seasons are His and you
can do nothing without Him. Until now, you have given only mental
assent to this truth. Soon you will know it.

Running Away Again?
“But I said, ‘Should a man like me run away? Or should one like me
go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!’” Neh. 6:11 (NIV)
You try to run from a particular problem and find that a similar, if not
identical, situation springs up soon after you settle in to the new place.
What does this tell you, beloved? Doesn’t it clearly show that God is
at work in your life? He is actively conforming you to the image of
Christ. Can you see? Adversity, whether directly from the hand of God
or merely permitted by Him, plays a major role in your maturing
process. You must not run away from it. God is using that person, place
or thing as a refining tool. If you discard this tool, you can be sure He
will fashion another.
There is also a more serious problem: You didn’t like the job, so you
quit. You didn’t like the church, so you went to another and another.
You couldn’t stand your husband, so you left him. Can you see a
pattern here? You have run away from too many things. It is time to
allow the healing process to commence. How can God minister to your
deepest needs if you won’t yield? It’s OK to be uncomfortable. He will
teach you to persevere. It is absolutely essential for spiritual growth.
Surrender to your Lord and learn to love the unlovable, to wait, trust,
sacrifice, and obey. He loves you more than you think.
If you are a quitter, you most likely began to do this as a child or young
adult. There are many reasons why people quit: They simply don’t like
it; they are lazy, or don’t want to look bad or be embarrassed. They
have been teased or bullied by other children. They quit music lessons,
sports, clubs, everything, once they realize how easy it is to eliminate
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the source of irritation simply by quitting. It doesn’t take long before
they begin to do this in every area of their life. The pattern continues
into adulthood, leaving you emotionally, financially and spiritually
impoverished.
Dear saint, God wants to heal you. Allow Him to do this. You may
have begun this pattern due to a serious wounding and you have
continued to run away even until this point in your life. Please stop.
Seek godly counsel. If you take this stand now, you will grow and be
healed. If you run again, nothing will change. I am tired of running,
Lord. Help me face my problem and be healed. Please guide me.

Provoked to Jealousy
“‘I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will
move you to anger by a foolish nation.’ But Isaiah is very bold and
says: ‘I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was made manifest
to those who did not ask for Me.’ But to Israel he says: ‘All day long I
have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and contrary people.’”
Romans 10:19-21
A young drug addict receives Christ and joins your church. You make
an extra effort to be kind to him. In fact, you check in on him at home
and take him to meetings. You’ve even helped with his rent a few
times. He begins to grow in the Lord and you are delighted. He gets a
job and begins to tithe. He is promoted. Wow! You think that he’s
making more money than you. This once beleaguered soul looks pretty
sharp too, nice clothes, nicer than yours. It seems like God is blessing
him and you tell yourself that you are happy for him.
Now he begins to memorize scripture. You listen to him recite and you
are amazed. He has also become a witness for Christ. You don’t think
that you could ever be bold enough to do that. His prayer life has
increased too.
It is becoming obvious that this young man has other spiritual gifts and
he is learning to use them. This guy was such a mess, but now he is
doing better than you are and he began the race many years after you
did. What is this that you are feeling? Could it be jealousy?
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Dear saint, God bless you for all of the help that you gave to this
brother. God used you in a wonderful way. Rejoice and be glad… and
be honest. Remember when God prompted you to give generously, you
couldn’t afford it; and when He asked you to be His witness at your
job, you were concerned that they would think you were one of those
fanatics. You don’t consistently read the Bible either, much less hide
the Word in your heart. Isn’t this true? You have a choice to make. You
can tell yourself that you are not jealous and continue doing the same
things the same way. Or you can thank God for the former addict who
stirred you to jealousy. God placed him in your life for this very
purpose. Repent and do the works that Jesus is calling you to do.

Some People Hate Success
“...Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for
My sake and the gospel's, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in
this time--houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children
and lands, with persecutions--and in the age to come, eternal life.”
Mark 10:29-30
There are people who hate to see another become successful. The main
reason that they don’t like it is because they are not the one being
blessed. These folks usually hate the success of others because deep
within their heart they know that there is a price to pay and they are not
willing to pay it. It is quite apparent that the religious leaders of Jesus’
day hated Him too. He was healing many, and large crowds began to
follow Him. Don’t you think that jealousy began to surface in their
heart? “Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and
said, ‘What shall we do? For this Man works many signs. If we let Him
alone like this, everyone will believe in Him ...’” (John 11:47-48).
Check your heart, servant of God. Have you ever felt this way? For no
apparent reason you get an attitude toward someone who is successful.
You may find fault, criticize them, or even gossip. Be careful; you are
sinning. Your feelings of contempt may have their roots in unbelief.
You simply do not believe that God will bless you also. Believe it! He
has wonderful things for you. But remember, you will reap according
to what you sow. Look at Mark 10:29-30 again. Jesus is clearly stating
if you give up your home, relationships or property for His sake and
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for the sake of the Kingdom, you will “receive a hundredfold now in
this time--houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children
and lands.” Did you catch the point? Serious sacrifice reaps multiplied
blessings. Also note that you can expect to be greatly rewarded “in this
time,” not only in the “sweet bye and bye.”
Oh yes, let’s not forget to mention, “with persecutions”— Howbeit,
you will have to contend with those who hate the Gospel and also those
who hate the fact that God has blessed you. Remain humble and
gracious.

You Are Worth More Than Sparrows
“Do not be afraid of sudden terror, nor of trouble from the wicked
when it comes; for the Lord will be your confidence, and will keep your
foot from being caught.” Proverbs 3:25
Dear Child of God, we are living in such precarious times. It seems as
though danger lurks around every corner. Nations are rising up against
nations and terror threatens the very fabric of society. Who can feel
safe? Dear one, you can. You and your family are absolutely secure.
Have you considered the words of Jesus recorded in Matt. 10:28-31?
“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are
not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to
the ground apart from your Father's will. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows.”
Jesus is clearly stating that God the Father is in complete control of all
things. Even a sparrow cannot fall to the ground apart from His will.
And God knows you; He even knows the number of hairs on your head.
Jesus also interjects a bit of humor here, reassuring that you are worth
more to Him than many sparrows.
At times, it is difficult to believe, nevertheless, as pain and suffering
increase you must believe in your God. Surely, He has kept you until
this very day. You have experienced every type of trouble and testing
but you have remained in Him; you are His precious love. Nothing can
happen to you unless He permits it. Do you understand? No evil terror
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can come near unless God allows it to happen. And you can be
absolutely positive that He would never allow it unless He would turn
it around for good.
What type of person will you be during this deep darkness that is now
covering the earth? Will you hide in fear as a coward or will you
comfort those who are afraid? Will you supply the food, clothing, and
shelter to those in need and give encouragement to the fainthearted?
This is your destiny, servant of God: to shine brightly in the face of
danger. Your confidence is in the Lord! “For behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will
arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you” (Isaiah 60:2).

Doing God A Favor?
“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?
For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God's.” 1Corinthians 6:19-20
Can you recall when you began to feel that you were doing God a favor
by being a Christian? This is a concept that is all too prevalent,
especially amongst the proud. Let’s look at this again. You were on
your way to hell, separated from God with absolutely no way of helping
yourself. Do you believe this? In His mercy, God sent Jesus to redeem
you. It is interesting to note that we sometimes use religious words like
‘Redeemer’ and have little understanding of their meaning. Do you
know what the word redeem actually means? exchange or buy back for
money; pay off.
In other words, Jesus the Redeemer bought you, not with gold or silver
but with His own blood. He was the perfect Lamb, a perfect sacrifice,
acceptable to a Holy God. And you? You were a slave to sin. Jesus
purchased you from your former owner, the devil. Do you understand,
dear disciple? You do not belong to yourself; you belong to God. He
paid a dear price for you, the precious blood of His Son. You were
hopelessly lost and Jesus rescued you.
In light of this fact, consider this: you have no rights. How can you say,
“Today I will do this or that?” Your very breath belongs to God. Please
understand. He tells you what to do, where to go, what to say. If you
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truly comprehend what your fate would have been without Him, you
would gladly obey. Unless you can see this truth and know it in the
depths of your being, you can never be fully grateful and will never
completely surrender.
Regrettably, many Christians think that God owes them something for
their faithful service. God owes you nothing. You owe Him everything.
Oh, how good it would be if we would live our life in the reality of this
truth. Perhaps then we could grow beyond the stage of being considered
a slave. We would finally enter the joys of friendship with God, yes,
and even the intimacies of sonship. God has so much that He wants to
show you. Please humble yourself.

Litany of Humility… Pius X
“…and be clothed with humility, for ‘God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.’ Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,” 1Peter 5:5-6
O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, hear me.
From the desire of being esteemed, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being loved, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being extolled, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being honored, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being praised, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being consulted, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being approved, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being humiliated, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being despised, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of suffering rebukes, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being forgotten, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being ridiculed, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being wronged, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being suspected, deliver me, Jesus.
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That others may be esteemed more than I, Jesus, grant me the grace to
desire it. That, in the opinion of the world, others may increase and I
may decrease, Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. That others may
be chosen and I set aside, Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. That
others may be praised and I go unnoticed, Jesus, grant me the grace to
desire it.
Dear lover of God, there are many hidden treasures to be found in the
depths of humility…the place where God is everything. This door lies
before you today and He is gently urging you to enter. Trust Him,
beloved. He loves you so very much!

About Rewards and Blessings
“Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food,
supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of
your righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all
liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.”
2Cor. 9:10-11
Do you realize that it is God who opens the opportunities for you to
give, and serve, and sacrifice self? He does this for YOUR benefit…
as well as for the recipient. Do you understand? God is making a way
for you to be blessed. “Give and it shall be given unto you.” That’s how
it works; you know that. Someone will ask for your help, or ask to
borrow your money or property. How you grumble when something is
inconvenient.
Beloved, these opportunities are stepping-stones to greatness and
abundant reward. God is showing you favor, beloved. He is also
showing you your heart. Wouldn’t it be wise to meet the needs
that the Lord lays before you, to take full advantage of these
potential blessings? This life is but a vapor but your reward
will last forever.
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Not Exactly the Way You Like It
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have
its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing.” James 1:2-4
Have you ever noticed that things never seem to be just right...or at
least they don’t stay that way for very long? You can’t get your
personal appearance exactly the way you want it; a pimple erupts
overnight, or your clothes don’t look right…or something. You
anticipate a delicious meal at the restaurant, but the flavor is less than
desirable. You just had a new roof put on your house and it looks great,
but within a few months it is leaking again. The new car has a problem,
too. And for some reason, those computer glitches keep popping up.
Hopefully, all of these occurrences are not happening at the same time,
but nonetheless, they do happen.
Why does life have to be like this? Wouldn’t it be so much better to fix
something and not have to repair it again? How about a weedless
garden? Think about this for a minute. What would YOU be like if
everything was always picture perfect? Would you seek God with all
diligence… even if you didn’t need Him?
Yes, God loves you and He wants you to be happy but He doesn’t want
you to find your contentment apart from Him. This is why He allows
things to be less than perfect for you. The examples mentioned are
minor inconveniences and disappointments, but even these help you
come closer to God. They also conform you to His image. The
imperfection of this life actually works to perfect you.
Can some of these problems be avoided? Of course, they can! Common
sense, godly wisdom, and practical knowledge all play a role in
reducing life’s difficulties. But having said that, things can still go
wrong; you know that they do. Don’t become so frustrated and don’t
blame everything on the devil - God is in control. He has allowed this
problem for a reason. Pray and respond accordingly. Remember, don’t
react; respond by the leading of the Holy Spirit. You will have a perfect
life in heaven, beloved. But don’t expect perfection here on earth until
Jesus returns.
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Are You Being Asked to Do Something?
“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
Matthew 6:34
Does your frustration level rise when someone tells you, “if you just do
this or that, everything will be OK?” You are struggling with a problem
and your friends and acquaintances, those well-meaning problem
fixers, will, in their own special way, offer some nugget of wisdom that
is supposed to help. You try to be kind, but sometimes your patience
wears thin. Be careful, there is a tendency to ‘blow off’ all advice at
this point. Don’t do it. As difficult as it is, stay tuned in; God may be
trying to say something.
And what if you know that it is God telling you to do something that
will resolve the problem? I mean, you are worn out and your tears have
run dry. Day after day, things have remained unchanged. You feel
discouraged and possibly, hopeless; and now God tells you to do
something that you don’t know how to do? Or at least you don’t think
you do. And your frustration level raises another notch. What should
you do now?
Stop! Rest for a minute and think! God loves you, dear one. He knows
exactly when and how to deliver you from your trouble. Calmly praise
and thank Him for His love. After all, the glorious Creator of the
universe has just spoken to YOU! Please don’t ever take that for
granted. He would never ask you to do the impossible. You know that
all things are possible if you will only believe Him. He will help you.
Your financial dilemma, your marriage and children, your ministry or
work-related issues are not beyond His ability. Doesn’t the mere
thought seem a little ridiculous?
Dear disciple, He is only asking you to trust Him for today, “…do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.”
You can do what He asks …today. By His grace, you know that you
can. Surrender everything; leave everything at His feet. Ask Him to
help you do this.
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There is no striving here, beloved; but surrender all, you must. He
cannot do His transforming work until you release it to Him. Be
hopeful; your heavenly Father has spoken to you and will walk you
through this process, step by step. Take hold of His hand now.
Loving Father, I have worried and struggled until I am exhausted.
Please forgive me for not trusting You. Help me to surrender everything
to You again today. I choose to lay down all that is in the past and look
to You for my present and my future… one day at a time. I’m not sure
how to do the things You are asking me to do. And deep within I don’t
know if I really want to do them, but I know that you are my only Hope.
Please change my heart and help me every step of the way.

Psalm 151
My Lord, where can I go, to whom can I turn for relief? My soul cries
out, “Where are You?” How long must I wait for you to complete Your
work in me? You crush me, and crush me again. Am I not pulverized
to dust? I am discouraged and want to turn back; I find no joy in
serving You. But where else can I go? What else can I do? How I long
for those days of fruitfulness; they are only a distant memory. My hope
has dwindled to nothing. My eyes have ceased from crying. The well
has gone dry.
When will you arise and show Yourself strong on my behalf? I have
been rejected by my friends, my enemies whisper lies, nothing prospers
in my hand. I know that You have not abandon me; I know You have
forgiven me. But my heart and soul have grown so weary. Is there
something that I can do to shorten these days? Give me the strength
and I will do it. Is there something that I can pray to change my heart
and experience Your fullness once again? Show me and I will gladly
pray. I am Yours, do not discard me. I know that You will not, but my
heart and soul have grown so weary. Doubt crowds in; the way is dark;
I can hardly see. My insecurities and feelings of inferiority seem
justified - I am nothing.
I deserve nothing from You, but You know that I have obeyed. Is there
not the fruit of obedience to be harvested? And yet, I do not see a single
blossom on the tree. How long, O Lord, days, months, years?
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If you uphold me I will stand, if You do not, I will surely crumble to
the ground. Even so, I will praise You, for You are worthy to receive
all praise. Come quickly and rescue Your servant.

Cry Out
“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to
Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge
them speedily…” Luke 18:7-8
Some would teach that crying out to God is wrong, or at least the wrong
way to find deliverance from your overwhelming problem. They would
contend that making a positive confession is the means to that end. It
is well understood that constant complaining can be self-defeating.
After all, hearing yourself repeatedly say how bad things are can only
diminish your faith. But this is not what crying out to God really means.
The focus is not complaint but petition, petition from the very depths
of your heart and soul. Have you ever been there, your distress was so
great that you didn’t think that you could live another day unless God
intervened in some way?
You try to endure patiently; you try to rest in the Lord, but the enemy
of your soul taunts you day and night; the oppression is unbearable.
Beloved, this is the time to cry out to God. Cry out from the depths of
your being. Cry for help; cry as though your life depends on it.
The One Who rules the universe hears your cry and will come to your
aid because He loves you. Has He not protected and delivered you
when you were a child? Did He not heal your sicknesses? Has He not
been faithful to deliver in the past? He will not fail you now.
There most certainly are rulers of wickedness in high places. The
enemy forms his strategies; we know of his power and his deception.
But have no fear; your God is God! Your Father is strong; He is mighty
in battle. How often we picture Him in His holy grandeur, seated
majestically upon His throne… and so He is. But know this: Our God
is a fierce warrior. When He bears His right arm, and shows His mighty
power, even the mountains tremble. Who can stand against Him? You
are His child, dear one. He will come to rescue you – you know that He
will. Cry out, stand still and see the salvation of your God!
165

What If He Does Not Answer?
“I cry out to You, but You do not answer me…” Job 30:20
In the midst of your trouble, you have cried out to God. You have cried
until there are no more tears. You have poured your heart out, feeling
the intensity of your plea throbbing in your chest… and yet, it doesn’t
seem like God is listening. “Where is He? Why is He not answering? I
am Your child, why won’t You deliver me?”
Please believe me, child of God, He hears you. He has not abandoned
you. It is important to remember that God is doing something very
necessary and very wonderful in your life, as painful as it is. He is
transforming you and conforming you to the image of Jesus. His
pruning hand is sure and precise, but know that the Hand that holds the
pruning shears is motivated by an eternal love for you.
Righteous Job was afflicted by the devil in so many ways, He cried out
to the Almighty in his season of suffering and thought He had deserted
him. Keep reading…You remember the rest of the story: God did not
leave Job in his misery. God healed him, restored his family, and
multiplied his blessings. He will do the same for you Trust your loving
Father. Your deliverance is on the way!

Stress and Anxiety
“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
Matthew 6:34
Someone once said, “Your job is not to see what lies dimly in the future
but to do what lies clearly before you.” Too many people spend too
much time worrying about things that may never happen. This, in turn,
hinders them from taking advantage of the God-given opportunities
that are happening in the present. Did you know that stress and anxiety
are a creation of your own mind? You don’t need to blame this one on
the devil. In this case, you are your own worst enemy.
Perhaps the main cause of stress and anxiety is a fear of what will
happen to us in the future: not enough money or job security, fear of
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sickness, or rejection, or failure, or loss of reputation. Do any of these
sound familiar? When fear takes root, stress and anxiety flourish. You
feel tense and you don’t know why. You have trouble sleeping and your
heart begins to race the minute you awake. You become fatigued more
easily and anger is more likely to boil over. Your head aches, your
stomach churns, your back pains you. Your body is letting you know
that you can’t keep this up much longer. It’s time for a rest… and some
introspection.
One marvelous truth for today, perhaps two: God has divided our lives
into one day, 24 hour compartments. I mean, we can begin afresh each
morning, forgetting what’s behind and pressing on toward the future,
doing what is at hand today.
Twelve-step support groups have long known this secret, and the
slogan ‘one day at a time’ has been quoted, if not practiced, by many.
Don’t you think that you should consider Jesus’ version of “one day at
a time”: “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about its own things…” What peace you could have if you
would only learn to trust in the Lord. Has He ever failed you?
Remember, if you are still crying about something, it simply means that
God is not finished yet.

A Foul Odor
“Dead flies putrefy the perfumer's ointment, and cause it to give off a
foul odor; so does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor.”
Ecclesiastes 10:1
Dear saint, there is an old adage which says, “a word to the wise is
sufficient.” Let it be so in this case. You are well respected. Some, even
many people, look to you for help and guidance. Be careful.
Maybe you heard of a state supreme court judge who was obsessively
making harassing phone calls to a woman, and even stalking her. He
went to prison. Perhaps you heard about the CEO of a large corporation
who was arrested for unscrupulous financial dealings. And what about
the teacher, who after 30 years of commendable service, lost his
temper, struck a student, and lost his job? Even Solomon, the wisest
man who ever lived ended up worshipping idols!
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These, and other well-respected men and women, had reached the
pinnacle of success because of their diligence, wisdom and
perseverance. Many followed their advice. How could they make so
many good decisions - and then plunge to such foolishness… now
giving off a foul odor to those who once respected them?
Do you think it would take a major sin to lose respect? Maybe not. A
well thought-of man or woman can never have too much to drink; this
folly could cost you everything. You can’t be seen alone with someone
of the opposite sex who is not your spouse. “Abstain from all
appearance of evil” (1Thes. 5:22) KJV. You can never drive your car
recklessly or disrespect authority. Also, guard the words that proceed
from your mouth! An off-color joke or racial slur has caused some
important people to lose their hard-earned careers. Walk
circumspectly, beloved. The evil one seeks to destroy you. Don’t
foolishly think that it could never happen to you. Be wise, be diligent
and be careful.

Self-Sacrifice Without Complaining
“Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may
become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world,” Philippians 2:14-15
Here is another important insight, one that you need to reexamine
today: There are four ways of doing things:
1) Refuse to give assistance. This would be called selfishness.
2) You will help another, but complain about it openly. This moaning
and grumbling makes it very unpleasant for all concerned. They may
never ask for your help again; and whether you realize it or not, that
may be your intention!
3) Give assistance, smile on the outside and grumble within.
4) Assist in every way possible with joy. You are now in the process of
growing from the former to the latter, aren’t you?
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Another factor that plays heavily in the equation of self-sacrifice is
motive. In other words, “What will I get out of this?” You are more
likely to help without complaining if there is some remuneration: a pat
on the back, advancement in stature, or recognition of some kind. This
really isn’t much of a sacrifice, is it?
Disciple of Jesus, we are to become like Him, giving of ourselves
without hope of personal gain and without complaining and grumbling.
Surely it is better to do a good deed with complaint, than not to do it at
all, especially when there is an immediate need. But there is a more
perfect way.
This is your goal: to be like the Master. “Let this mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant…” (Phil. 2:5-7).
Change my heart, Lord Jesus. I surrender all. Give me the heart of a
servant. Help me to serve without complaining. Help me to serve with
joy!

The Onlooker’s Comment
“If you would earnestly seek God and make your supplication to the
Almighty, if you were pure and upright, surely now He would awake
for you, and prosper your rightful dwelling place.” Job 8:5-6
Bildad, the Shuhite, one of Job’s friends, made this remark. How many
churchgoers observe the dealings of God in the lives of others and make
similar statements? Do you? Are you quick to assume that a lingering
problem in someone’s life is the result of sin or because of a lack of
prayer? Be careful, Christian; God is not pleased with this type of
judgment.
Have you considered that God may be using this difficulty as a
necessary outworking of His overall plan; like Joseph in prison or
Moses on the backside of the wilderness? No doubt, the Refiner is also
diligently using these troubles to conform them to the image of Jesus.
His pruning hand is sure to accomplish its purpose, but the work may
continue for a ‘season’ of months, or maybe, years.
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Those who minister to others usually want to see immediate results. “I
will pray, you believe and receive… and everything will be just fine.”
I hope that this is true for you, but it isn’t always that quick or easy.
When you minister, have faith, believe for miracles, and know that sin
hinders the receiving, but also know this: Throughout the land, God is
at work refining and breaking His Church. He is working a deeper
humility and a complete abandonment within His people and
accomplishing His eternal purposes. This purifying work takes time
and may even require suffering, “though He was a Son, yet He learned
obedience by the things which He suffered” (Heb. 5:8).
There may be no quick fix, beloved. Endurance and perseverance is the
key, trust and surrender, the foundation. You know the story; God’s
wrath was aroused against Job’s friends. Job, however, was accepted
and blessed with a double portion. Do not judge. How much better it
would be to pray, encourage and stand beside the afflicted one. God is
doing something wonderful in their life.
Dear minister, in addition to discerning the cause of a particular
problem, it is vital that you discern the “times and seasons” of a
person’s life; then you will be able to pray effectively.

Faultfinding
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.”
Philippians 4:8
Let us stress an important point today: Faultfinding tears down…
finding that which is good, builds up! Consider marriage; love is blind,
or so they say. When a couple first marries, they think their mate to be
almost perfect. It doesn’t take very long, however, to reach the
conclusion that this is not the case. Dirty clothes are left here and there,
dishes never find their way to the sink. The bathroom floor is always
wet and the garbage is never emptied. Need I say more?
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Dear lover of God, you have foolishly believed that by mentioning
these annoyances to your mate, they would immediately change their
ways. You may have felt offended when they didn’t. Unfortunately,
even though they truly love you, they cannot become perfect for you.
Be careful, if you continually remind them of their faults, it will have
a negative effect… a hardening of the heart and quite possibly a defiant
resistance. It is the positive reinforcement that builds up… and that
can only be good for your marriage.
It works the same way with kids. Praise, encouragement, and kindness
will bring your children so much farther along than criticism. You
already know that, don’t you? There is a lot of power in the words that
you speak. Please choose to meditate on the good things and speak
words of life, not words that wound and kill. Remember, you will be
held accountable for your words. Matt. 12:36.
Does this mean that you should never express your feelings? With
God’s help, your negative thoughts can be expressed in a positive way.
Ask the Lord to show you how to communicate your needs and desires.
Too often, people hold it all inside, until a particularly stressful moment
and then vomit a mess of words that can cause
untold damage.
Dear disciple, ask the Teacher to teach you. Ask Him to help you focus
on “whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy.” Think on
these things, beloved, and speak praise and encouragement to your
spouse, children, neighbors, and coworkers. You can make a choice to
do this; yes, you can! Will you do it today… and then again, tomorrow?
This is normal Christianity.

171

Forced to Examine Yourself
“Blows that hurt cleanse away evil, as do stripes the inner depths of
the heart.” Proverbs 20:30
A painful crisis can bring you to an absolute standstill, even to the
precipice of despair. Have you been there? Are you there now? In the
past, you were able to praise and pray your way through difficult times.
But this one was way over the top. You crashed and burned, and are
now sitting in the ash heap of your life. If this is the case, there are a
few things that you should know, and the sooner the better: 1) God has
not forsaken you; He loves you. 2) He will use this excruciating
experience for your good and for His glory. Believe it!
This problem, whatever the cause, can become one of your greatest
opportunities for introspection, healing and growth. In fact, dear one,
your loving Father is in the middle of this mess, and He will work it for
your benefit. It is an essential part of the process… the process of
bringing you to the fullness of your life’s purpose. Your life is not over.
What you will learn during these next months will enable you to fulfill
your destiny. It is equipping you for greatness!

Your Blind Spots
“Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part
You will make me to know wisdom.” Psalm 51:6
I’m sure you know you have at least a few blind spots, don’t you?
We’re speaking of those areas of your life that you can’t see, but every
one close to you can. Like that small section of highway along the side
of your car that can’t be seen in the side view mirror, there are hidden
attitudes, motives, and even habitual patterns that you are not aware of.
If you are not careful, those things that you cannot see will eventually
hurt you. Perhaps, in the past, you have had a glimpse of some of these
concealed things, but you were either too busy, or they were too painful
to examine. Now, you must look at them. God will permit you to go no
further until you do. These un-dealt-with limitations were hindering
you from becoming all that He intends you to be.
You may have had this crash as a result of a blind spot, or it could have
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come entirely from the failure of another; it makes no difference. It’s
what you do now that’s important. Every kind of negative emotion can
spring forth at a time like this. Do not be surprised to feel anger,
depression, despair, and fear of the future... even fear of future failures.
You may wallow in self-pity for a season, blaming others, blaming
God. But then, the Lord begins to help you realize that He is with you
in this process and He intends to change everything about you from the
inside out… who you are and what you do. Naturally, you don’t want
to change; you have found security in this place called “self” and your
identity is grounded in what you do. The sense of loss is
overwhelming… you mourn your own death.
Rejoice, beloved, God is calling you forward to fulfill your destiny.
This is not a time for repairing what once was. All of that has been
dismantled. It is the season to let go of the past, and trust Him for the
future. You may, in fact, try to cling to some things of the past but you
will soon realize that they are only temporary. Most likely, due to the
disappointing results, you will loose interest in those things. Have no
fear; you are not backsliding, God is at work.
Remember, you must be willing to lay down who you are (who you
think you are), and what you do, so that you can become all that God
intends for you to be. You must be willing to take a good, honest look
at yourself. If you have not reached the most severe level of crisis, the
breaking point, you probably won’t fully understand this statement,
much less be willing or able to do this.
If your life is motivated by trying to satisfy your unmet needs, or you
are constantly performing to gain acceptance or affirmation, you can
hardly admit this to yourself. Workaholics, for instance, easily justify
their dysfunction by pointing to their accomplishments. They are
oblivious to the pain that they cause their family. Servant of God, there
are deeper places and purer motives than being driven by inner needs.
The Lord will show you these things.
Wait upon the Lord. Forgive everyone involved in this situation;
forgive yourself and ask God for His forgiveness, if necessary. Do not
try to repair or rebuild your life according to some desperate, expedient,
self-inspired plan. Allow God to use this time to reveal “truth in the
inward parts.” He wants to show you what lies in your blind spot.
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Allow Him to heal all the wounds that have been buried under your
fervent activity and other escape mechanisms.
In the past, you pressed into God but could seem to go no further. You
have sought the Lord numerous times, asking Him to make you more
fruitful. You have asked Him to do whatever is necessary to reach that
end. Dear disciple, He is now doing that very thing. There were hidden
areas in need of transformation, located at the very core of your being.
Do not loose heart. He will complete the work that He has begun… and
will bring you to a rich fulfillment. This is His promise. Please,
continue to trust Him.

Tell No One
“Then He strictly warned them that they should tell no one about Him.”
Mark 8:30
Jesus was a humble “man.” He seldom spoke of Himself, except
referring to Himself as the Son of man. His words and deeds were an
expression of His Father’s love; He revealed the heart of His heavenly
Father. His sole intent and purpose was to do the will of God. “I do
not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me” (John
5:30). While on earth, Jesus sought no glory for Himself.
Dear servant, it is always wise to reevaluate your motives and examine
your heart. Is your life modeled after the Master? Even though He was
God incarnate, Jesus humbled Himself, made Himself of no reputation,
and became a bond slave to those He came to serve. Nine times, as
recorded in the New Testament, He told His followers, “tell no one.”
Most Christians assume this was for the purpose of crowd control, and
perhaps it was, but have you considered that Jesus may have been
humbling Himself? Do you think, that as a man, He may have been
tempted to take an easier path, drawing people to Himself?
Do you humble yourself or do you want others to freely speak of your
accomplishments: your selfless generosity, powerful ministry, or your
giftings and talents? Have you admonished them, “Tell no one” … or
do you publicize yourself? There are very few who can advertise their
work without promoting themselves. They say that they want others to
know of the wonderful things God has done, and most assuredly, they
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do; but self-life is also perpetuated as they skim a bit of the praise.
Many servants of God are actually nourished and sustained by the
adulation and affirmation of men. Be careful!
Beloved, there is no value in self-promotion. How much better to allow
God to raise you up. The world is filled with those who make their own
way, so is the Church, but this is not for you. Minimize your
accomplishments; allow others to take the credit. Walk humbly, give
anonymously and God will reward you openly. Your heavenly Father
has great things planned for you; your destiny is yet unfolding. Humble
yourself, trust in the Lord, and allow God to open doors for you that no
man can close. This is the perfect way.

The Price That You Have Paid?
“For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God's.” 1Corinthians 6:20
You won’t usually find a servant of God reciting all of the sacrifices
that they have made for the sake of Christ. At least, we hope not. But
something a bit more sinister is taking place beneath the surface. Many
of God’s people bemoan their sacrificial efforts. They complain within,
while recounting the exorbitant price they paid, having surrendered all
to serve the Lord. And when difficulty arises, they are quick to remind
God of all that they have already suffered, sometimes even questioning
His ways. “How could You allow this to happen to me? I have given
my time, money, and efforts to build Your Kingdom, and at significant
personal sacrifice, I might add.”
The Lord would surely want to remind you that He “is not unjust to
forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His
name” (Heb. 6:10). He is a faithful God. Nonetheless, dear disciple,
you must revisit some basic truths. You are saved by grace, not your
own efforts; you know that! God has chosen you to be an heir of eternal
life through the suffering and death of His only begotten Son!
In addition to this priceless gift of salvation, He has blessed you (and
will continue to do so) with many opportunities to give and serve.
Remember, these opportunities to sacrifice yourself will bring a
handsome reward, which includes blessings in this life and recompense
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in heaven. Do you really believe this? Why would you want to
complain simply because it is temporarily difficult or unpleasant? Your
reward will be eternal.
Lord, You have been so good to me. Forgive me for complaining. It is
not the price that I have paid, but the incomprehensible price that You
have paid for me. Please remove this propensity to recount the litany
of my personal sacrifices. It is Your sacrifice and Your love that should
be remembered. I am grateful for the opportunities that you lay before
me to give and to serve. Please help me to make the most of each
situation.

A Living Sacrifice
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
Romans 12:1-2
Consider this: You are asked by God to build-up and encourage others.
Quietly living your life, you offer words of wisdom and truth to those
the Lord sends your way… and you pray for them. You go about your
daily routine, earning an honest living, caring for your family, but when
called upon by God, you lovingly offer your self-sacrificing service. In
this life, you will never be thought of as ‘great.’ There is no applause,
no spotlight, no recognition. Can you faithfully live a life like this?
Perhaps you are already doing just that. If so, also consider this: What
if you didn’t realize all the good that you have accomplished… all that
God had done through you? You would probably become discouraged
at times, wouldn’t you? Especially when comparing yourself to those
who appear to be much more fruitful.
Servant of the Master, your life is very pleasing to Him. You are a
sweet-smelling fragrance to our God. Many have been blessed and their
burden lightened because of your faithful ministry. Several have gone
forward to fulfill their purpose because you helped them along the way.
Your life is of noteworthy significance.
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And what about those of you who need a platform to perform your
service to God and to man? Be honest, dear saint; could you live your
life in humble obscurity? Maybe it’s time to find out why not… and
allow God to transform you.

Selfless Love
“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we
also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 1John 3:16
It has often been said that opposites attract. Yet a recent broadcast
stated, “If you want to be truly happy, marry someone who is just like
you… the same temperament, likes and dislikes.” The latter statement
certainly seems logical, but why then do opposites attract?
Consider the purposes of God: He never intended that marriage be
simply for happiness alone. Oft times, He intentionally brings two
completely different individuals together, desiring that they become
one. Our loving Father is quite aware that this is impossible without a
dying to self. What a beautiful crucible; what a marvelous plan.
Of course, He desires that you be happy in your marriage. However,
this happiness must emerge from selfless love, not selfishness. Each
time you seek to please your mate, instead of fulfilling your own desire,
you are surrendering your self... and maturing spiritually.
It has also been said that marriage is a give and take, 50/50 partnership.
Friend of Jesus, a Christian marriage is to be a 100% self-sacrificing
surrender. Isn’t this true of the normal Christian life whether you are
married or not? You surrender all of your rights… and serve. How we
have been deceived by current social trends. What peace and joy could
be experienced if you could only learn to trust God and serve your
spouse and children. When you serve them, you are serving the Lord.
You know that this is correct.
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The Promise
“And the Lord restored Job's losses when he prayed for his friends.
Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. Now the
Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning;”
Job 42:10,12
The promise is not found in those things that have been lost… but in
what God will yet give. Your loss, whatever it may have been, as dear
as it was to you, is only the hull of the seed that falls away. Dear
disciple, your Counselor wants to give you hope today, hope of a bright
and glorious future. He is telling you to forget those things of the past.
You would not have learned what you now know, in fact; you probably
could not enter into the fullness of your destiny unless you had suffered
those things.
Cain killed Abel… and Cain was banished from the land. Can you
imagine the agony of Adam and Eve having lost both sons? What grief!
However, the hope of future generations was found in neither Cain nor
Abel, but in their next born, Seth. And Samson, with his head shorn
and eyes gouged out, rounded the grinding stone like an ox. He must
have thought that all was lost, but God gave him strength one more
time. Peter probably believed that it was all over on that fateful night
when He denied Christ; and yet he went on to become one of the
greatest leaders of the Church. And what of John Mark? He failed as a
missionary, so much so that Paul didn’t want to give him a second
chance. However, this persevering disciple later became the author of
one of the greatest books ever written…the Book of Mark.
All is not over, beloved; all is not lost. Church history is replete with
the failures and woundings of many of her finest sons and daughters.
Get up, servant of God; the Mighty One is calling you. He will heal
you and lead you forward. There are many more fruitful years ahead.
He has promised you wonderful things. Believe Him; the best is yet to
come! Good Friday has been horribly painful, but Easter morning is
about to dawn! “Make the least of all that goes, and make the most of
all that comes. Don’t regret what is past. Cherish what you have. Look
forward to all that is to come. And most important of all rely, moment
by moment, on Jesus Christ.” Virginia Whitehouse
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Escaping to Reality
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.”
Philippians 4:8
The battle rages; have you been wounded? The storm clouds are
foreboding; are you fearful? You have been offended, insulted,
neglected, rejected… perhaps even worse. Escape, dear one; escape to
reality.
It is amazing that an offensive word or deed lasts only a short time, and
yet you waste so much energy thinking about these things. Sometimes
they even rob you of sleep and your health. Granted, some situations
are ongoing, but the confrontive, difficult moments usually last only a
few minutes.
The rest of the time you are upset because of what has just occurred, or
worry and anticipate what will happen next. Your mind wants to
indulge in self-pity, recalling every detail of each wound. You replay
it a thousand times. There is no peace; anxiety and heaviness are
constant companions. Isn’t it time to escape to reality?
This is reality, beloved: You are a child of God... and He loves you. If
you have been born again, you have been given the inexpressible gift
of eternal life. The Spirit of the living God dwells within you. Escape
to Him... His arms are open wide.
When the storm rages on the surface of the sea, there are wind, waves,
tumult and distress. A ship caught here is on the brink of destruction.
Deep beneath the surface, however, there is a peaceful calm. Life goes
on nearly oblivious to the hurricane above. There is such a place within
you too. The Lord desires to show you this place today, if you will
allow Him to. It is not necessary to withdraw to the mountains to find
this retreat; a quiet room will do.
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Sit before Him. Ask Him to forgive you for all of the judgmental and
critical thoughts that you hold against your offenders. If you haven’t
done so already, forgive all of those who have wounded you. (This is
absolutely necessary if you are ever to experience peace again.) Begin
to worship the Lord. Hold your thoughts captive at first, and then allow
them to rest peacefully in Christ. You can do this; yes, you can.
Practice!

At the Scent of Water
"For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again,
and that its tender shoots will not cease. Though its root may grow old
in the earth, and its stump may die in the ground, yet at the scent of
water it will bud and bring forth branches..." Job 14:7-9
Poor Job; what a ministry! He is the “poster child” for brokenness. His
tale of woe has become an enduring model for the suffering of all
mankind. Nonetheless, many of us have received encouragement and
comfort from this writing about Job.
This righteous man questioned God's dealings with his life. Who
wouldn't? In these verses, he speaks of the resiliency of a tree… as
opposed to the hopelessness of man. In the midst of darkness, can
anyone truly believe that they will fully recover? "Will I ever be as
before; or will I only be a mere shadow of my former self? Will I
survive the death of my children, the loss of my possessions, my
livelihood? I am chronically ill; the pain is unbearable. All of my hopes
and dreams and deepest desires have evaporated. How can I possibly
endure this?"
It is obvious that Job did not realize the prophetic nature of his
statement. Yes, he was that tree... cut down, his stump dead in the
ground; but after uttering these words, in only a short while, he would
sprout again. He would "bud and bring forth branches like a plant."
O how faithful our God is! He revived Job and He will soon water you.
You will live again. You will bud and bring forth branches and become
a strong tree that bears much fruit. Endure this winter season, weary
one. Your Father will help you. He has good plans for you. It is almost
springtime!
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Rebuilding on a Solid Foundation
"The bricks have fallen down, but we will rebuild with hewn stones; the
sycamores are cut down, but we will replace them with cedars." Isaiah
9:10
Have you experienced loss, failure, offense or some other type of
serious wounding? I am sorry, beloved. I’m sure that the days are very
dark and the nights are even worse. In the depths of your despair,
however, remember that God is good and that He loves you. You will
emerge from this difficult season.
There is little doubt that you will come through, dear one; but how will
you come through? This is the all-important question. Do you
understand? Unless, the Lord takes you home, one day will follow
another, and you will somehow make it to the other end of this trial;
but will you be filled with resentment and bitterness, anger, or fear?
When rebuilding your life, you must build on a solid foundation. Jesus
is that foundation… the person of Jesus and the principles He teaches.
Having come through what you have, you gained greater potential than
before, now building with hewn stones, not bricks. Do you believe this?
You have new insights into suffering that can help others in their time
of need, wisdom that may prevent others from making the same
mistakes and perhaps you will be given spiritual authority in the areas
where you have gained victory. But this potential fruit will never
mature if you are filled with self-pity and unforgiveness. Have you
justified yourself and judged your offender?
What we’re discussing is of vital importance to all who’ve been in the
furnace of affliction. You must rebuild on the absolute truth if you are
to build tall and sturdy. If the building blocks are out of alignment, it
won’t take very long before the wall begins to buckle.
Servant of God, it is always better to assume responsibility for all of
your words and actions, especially after something goes wrong.
Assume responsibility, ask for forgiveness and be willing to suffer the
consequences. If you are certain that you are merely an innocent victim,
be quick to forgive those who are guilty. (You had better do some
honest introspection before you come to that conclusion, however.) Far
too often, you are defensive and others are blamed.
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Ask God to reveal the TRUTH of the matter; and then ask for the grace
to accept it. Only in this manner will you reach your full potential in
Christ… fulfilling your destiny. Truth, repentance, forgiving and
asking for forgiveness, this is the way of humility. This is the way to
rebuild.

Comparisons
“For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who
commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves,
and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”
2Corinthians 10:12
How foolish it is to compare yourself to others. Do you need to feel
superior? Why? Probably because deep within, you feel inferior. Do
you think yourself to be inferior? Why? Probably because of what
others have told you about yourself.
Among this teaming mass of humanity, more than likely, there are
millions of people who are more beautiful, intelligent, productive, and
wealthy than you are. There are also millions who are less so. Why
should you boast; why should you despair? It’s time to view things
from God’s perspective. “He is no respecter of persons.” He has given
to each one certain gifts and talents according to His purposes. You
must know this: It is not about who has more spiritual gifts or natural
talents. This is how the world judges the value of men. Your joy,
fruitfulness, and reward depend upon how you faithfully use these
gifts… the few or many that He has entrusted to YOU.
God has given every good thing that you have. Where is there room for
pride? And if you feel that you have too little gifting, you are judging
God and His plan and purpose for your life. Surely God knows exactly
what He is doing. You know that this is true.
Please find contentment in who you are. You are His and He loves you.
He has a good plan for your life. You can be sure that the omnipotent
God knows just how to prepare you for His work and for Himself.
Trust Him, beloved. No comparisons are needed. You can be certain
that this will only distract you.
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Autonomy
“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?
For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and
in your spirit, which are God's.” 1Corinthians 6:19-20
Dictionaries define autonomy as “immunity from arbitrary exercise of
authority: political independence, personal independence.” It seems
these days that many, if not most people, live their lives as if they were
autonomous. In western culture, we actually take pride in our
independence. How about you? You make your own decisions,
wanting your own way. Pride, stubbornness, and selfishness flourish
when there is such an attitude of heart.
Dear one, don’t let these things be found in you. The fact of the matter
rests firmly on this truth: You are not autonomous; you are not God.
You have been created by God for His pleasure and to fulfill His
purposes. Period! Your self-willed decision is nothing less than
rebellion, and rebellion is sin, “ and you are not your own… For you
were bought at a price.” Sometimes it is necessary to be this blunt.

Wounds in Need of Healing
“But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head
of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.” (1Cor. 11:3).
“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving
honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered” (1Peter
3:7). “For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the
image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man. For man is
not from woman, but woman from man. Nor was man created for the
woman, but woman for the man” (1Cor. 11:7). “For in this manner, in
former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned
themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed
Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good
and are not afraid with any terror” (1Peter 3:5-6). “Wives, submit to
your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife,
as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body”
(Eph. 5:22-23).
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If scriptures like these cause something to rise up within you, perhaps
it’s time for healing or for repentance. Dear woman of God, many
wounds have been inflicted upon women because of sinful, selfish,
domineering men (fathers, husbands, brothers, friends, strangers).
Please forgive us! Men have failed women in every aspect of marriage
and childrearing and we have used these very scriptures to justify our
actions. There is never justification for abuse or neglect or laziness or
stupidity. Please forgive us.
Nevertheless, dear sister, you are on a journey toward the center of
God’s heart and truth is absolutely necessary, so let us probe deeper.
Have you responded to your woundedness by becoming bitter,
resentful, or rebellious toward men? Are you allowing your unhealed
wounds to dictate your attitudes or even your theology? You know that
this is not pleasing to God. He desires to heal you now. He is a loving
God and has such a good plan for your life. Nevertheless, true spiritual
life can never be nurtured in a heart filled with rebellion. Draw near to
Jesus now. Allow Him to hold you in His arms and fortify you with
truth. He will teach you to forgive. He will help you trust again… and
love again.

The Test
“For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as silver is
refined.” Psalm 66:10
Scriptural principles mean little if you do not apply them to your life.
You can quote some of them with ease… certain that you have grasped
a particular truth and that it has advanced you a step closer in the
sanctification process. Unfortunately, most of us are fooled into
believing that we have advanced because we have understood a concept
and repeated the words so often. Do you know what I mean? We speak
of loving God above all else and death to self, etc., but many times we
are really only puffed up in our understanding, merely giving mental
ascent... and then comes the test.
Dear disciple, testing shows you that you may not be all that you think
you are. Some believe this process shows God who you are, but the allknowing God already knew! Under pressure, your true character is
revealed. Thank God for unveiling the flaws.
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Sometimes you actually pass the test... making the right choices, doing
the right thing… even giving God thanks and praise in the midst of
trouble. You can see your spiritual growth and are encouraged to press
on. Testing will also strengthen you… like steel is forged in a furnace.
If you respond correctly you will emerge from your test better than
before… with greater insight and a deeper dependency on God, with
greater anointing and fruitfulness. Now, build your life with truth,
humility and servanthood… and be led by the Holy Spirit. He will help
you every step of the way.

Your Intensity of Desire
"One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: That I may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of
the Lord, and to inquire in His temple." Psalm 27:4
Have you considered your level of desire for God; and that indeed,
there are various degrees of intensity? Perhaps you have never thought
of such things. Maybe you would say, "I love God; I try to obey Him;
what else do you expect?"
Test yourself: When you hear of a special conference, prayer meeting,
or worship time, what reason do you give for not attending; what
excuse: no time, no money, no transportation? At one end of the
spectrum there is complacency, with very little interest in spending
additional time with the Lord... nothing more than church on Sunday.
At the other end, there is true passion. No expense or distance, no
sacrifice is too great to take advantage of another opportunity to draw
closer to the Lover of your soul.
Where are you, beloved? Are you hungry and thirsty for the things of
God, for God Himself? Or do you perceive those who fervently seek
Jesus as too spiritual, even fanatical? Do you think that your heavenly
Father sees it that way? "You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength" (Deut. 6:5).
Ask Him to increase your spiritual passion.
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Passion, Compassion, Lower Still
“He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He
increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the
young men shall utterly fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall
run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
Isaiah 40:29-31
Heidi and Rolland Baker, faithful servants, have been ministering
among the poorest of the poor in Mozambique. Seventeen years of civil
war left this impoverished African nation completely decimated, its
infrastructure in ruins. God has given them a mandate to rescue the
children, train the pastors, and build up the Church. At this writing,
they have thousands of churches under their charge! Wonderful
miracles of provision, healing, and deliverance have occurred. Cargo
ships are bringing them supplies and missionaries from several nations
have joined their mission.
We would seldom single out a modern-day saint to use as an example
of revelatory truth but this couple is worth making an exception. How
can they continue to work in such squalid conditions and joyfully press
forward with expectation for the miraculous, amidst such desperate
hopelessness? Disciple, you can learn from them!
Busyness would have surely consumed them; the needs are
overwhelming. They are confronted with poverty, disease, and death,
day after day. Before learning this way of life, they were chronically
burned out. Perhaps they would have even quit. But now Heidi and
Rolland wait on the Lord... worshipping, praying, and simply lying in
His presence, listening for His voice. They call it “soaking.” They soak
in the presence of the Holy Spirit and find refreshment, then they get
up and serve in His strength and power.
In this place of intimacy, the Bakers have come to a deep awareness of
God's love. He has also given them His compassionate heart for others.
They are no longer striving to fulfill a mandate nor are they driven by
a sense of duty or seeking the praise and approval of others.
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Rolland and Heidi are passionately flowing in the river of God's love.
This is their threefold secret: They have a passion for Jesus,
compassion for those they serve, and they walk in genuine humility
with their hearts set on lower still. Beloved, what prevents you from
applying this practice to your life and ministry?

Your Purpose
“They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.
There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun,
for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and
ever.” Revelation 22:4-5
What would be more satisfying for the almighty God: to dominate a
rebellious people (no contest) or to nurture an intimate loving
relationship with them? Too often God is perceived to be the Sovereign
King who rules the universe with an iron fist. Dear one, is this who God
really is?
What is the purpose of your existence… simply to obey God in some
form of repetitious religious duty? This is how the world sees it. But
you, beloved, have been created for one very special purpose: to know
God and to love Him for all eternity. You will also rule and reign with
Him. Think about this for a few minutes, then rejoice!

Learning to be Content
“Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state
I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and
to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.” Phil. 4:11
Do you complain a lot…grumbling to yourself and to God? You don’t
like your job, your spouse is this way or that, you don’t have enough
money, etc. Do you not know that God wants for you to find
contentment in whatever state you are in? In fact, this is a sign of your
spiritual maturity. You know that God is in control of all things. “The
steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord…” (Psalm 37:23). He has
placed you where you are and desires to accomplish something in and
through your life during this difficult / unpleasant time.
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Look at what Paul says: “I have learned in whatever state I am, to be
content.” Notice that he said learned. Contentment is something that
must be learned. It is a choice that you make! You can choose to
grumble or you can choose to be grateful. This will require some
effort, … some practice. God will help you.
You can maintain a grateful attitude; making the best of a bad situation.
Praise instead of complain; give thanks. Your happiness should not
depend on what others do or say. Your hope and strength and joy are
found in Jesus. Amen? When God has accomplished His purposes, He
will move you on to that better place.
Here is something to seriously consider: If you do not find contentment
where you are, you may never get to where you want to be. You could
become so blinded by your self-pity that you may not be able to see the
open door that lies before you.

Your Capacity for More
"Moab has been at ease from his youth; he has settled on his dregs,
and has not been emptied from vessel to vessel, nor has he gone into
captivity. Therefore his taste remained in him, and his scent has not
changed. ‘Therefore behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘that
I shall send him wine-workers who will tip him over and empty his
vessels...” Jeremiah 48:11-12
The expression “More, Lord” had become commonplace among those
who experienced the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Toronto during
the last decade of the 20th century… and what a glorious outpouring it
was. But let’s examine the meaning of this phrase. What indeed were
we asking for more of… more of a particular kind of feeling or
manifestation, or more of God’s presence in our life? At times it may
be both, since His manifest presence can make a person feel very
peaceful, even euphoric. (His presence can also bring conviction of sin
and other uncomfortable dealings.) At the end of the day, however, the
more earnest Christian was really asking for more of the Lord in their
life.
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During that season, millions of God’s children cried out to Him: “More,
Lord! I want more of you in my life.” What do you expect happened?
Of course, God answered our prayer… but not in the way you might
imagine. Consider this: Each of us has a certain capacity for God’s
presence. Any vessel, whether a clay jar or gold chalice, it makes no
difference, can only contain a predetermined volume. If it is already
three quarters full, it can receive no more than an additional onequarter, correct? What if this were also true in the spirit? If you are
nearly full of self: self-love, self-interest, self-pity, etc... how can there
be any room for more of God?
It would only stand to reason that the dregs of self must be emptied
before there could be a place for the increase of God’s presence! (This
work of God has been in progress for at least a decade.)
Unfortunately, most of mankind has a big problem with dying to self.
Self-preservation is a natural instinct; therefore, God usually takes the
initiative… to help us. What happens when you pray “More, Lord?”
God will allow trouble, tumult or some type of difficulty into your life.
This helps to empty self-life, breaking your pride. Do you understand?
During times of trouble, you begin to rely less on self (usually out of
desperation), and lean more heavily upon Him. You may also become
acutely aware of your need for others.
Dear one, don’t be discouraged; if you have been crying to God, asking
for a closer walk with Him... and you now seem farther away. Please
know that God has not forsaken you; He loves you. He is answering
your prayer. When this darkness passes and the morning light begins
to illuminate your soul, you will once again experience the joy of
loving God… but at a deeper level than ever before.

Using the Weak and Foolish
“In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit and said, ‘I thank You, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the
wise and prudent and revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so
it seemed good in Your sight.’” Luke 10:21 “But God has chosen the
foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has
chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which
are mighty.” 1Corinthians 1:27
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Have you noticed that God delights in using something small to
accomplish something great? Throughout the scriptures you will find
many examples: David was a shepherd boy who became a king. Amos,
the prophet, was a sheep breeder and Ruth, a Moabite housewife. Elisha
was called to the ministry while plowing in his field. And what about
Gideon? God reduced his ranks from tens of thousands to only three
hundred, to execute a great victory. The King of Glory, Himself,
became a vulnerable baby, born of a teenager in an obscure village, in
a tiny occupied nation. And many of His disciples were fisherman, not
theologians; one was a tax collector, considered by the Jews to be an
outcast, a traitor. These men turned the world upside down.
This present generation revels in power, prestige, fame and fortune; but
God delights in weakness and obscurity. Be careful, servant of God. It
is easy to judge by worldly standards. Do not assume the most qualified
to be wealthy or talented, or the one with the most letters after their
name. Education is good, but by itself, does not qualify anyone for the
work of the Lord; brokenness and surrendered obedience does.
Are you broken, poor, unlearned? Rejoice; our God has a wonderful
plan for your life!

Getting High on Yourself?
“And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David…”
“And David said to Abishai and all his servants, ‘See how my son who
came from my own body seeks my life. How much more now may this
Benjamite? Let him alone, and let him curse; for so the Lord has
ordered him. It may be that the Lord will look on my affliction, and that
the Lord will repay me with good for his cursing this day’” 2Samuel
16: 6,11-12
Are you surrounded by people who admire you? Be careful, dear
disciple, danger is lurking. Do you have those around you who enjoy
listening to your stories and explanations and your expository of
scripture? You so delight in sharing your opinions and insights; listen
to yourself sometime.
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Are you getting a bit heady from all of this attention? Unfortunately,
when sitting in such a position of influence, you may begin to believe
that you are correct most of the time. Opinionated people are also like
that, aren’t they?
Dear Leader, this could easily happen to you! …And then God, in His
mercy, allows someone to prick you, someone to challenge your
authority, someone to give you a hard time. This is painful … and
humbling. Did you think that this upset came from the devil? Perhaps,
but being hit by a few stones is good for you. Respond correctly:
humility, forgiveness and love!

Keep Your Focus
“Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established.”
Proverbs 4:26
Busyness can consume you. You get caught up in the overwhelming,
immediate needs and lose focus of your original vision. It is easy to get
sidetracked. Over time, many distractions and misplaced priorities can
divert your attention, and financial resources. Being led by self and by
the opinions of others can bring you far from God’s primary purpose.
Maybe it’s time to reevaluate your direction. What is it that God
initially called you to do?
There are so many good things that we can become involved in; be
careful; you can dissipate your emotional and physical energy… and
even burn out. Look again at your vision and consider where you are
now. Yes, God may change or modify the vision; this is quite possible.
Nonetheless, through the years, a God-given vision has often become
diluted - or even lost. This must not be true of you, disciple. Please
follow Him carefully.

His All-Sufficient Blood
"Only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all who are with her in the
house, because she hid the messengers that we sent." Joshua 6:17
"Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot
Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon
by her who had been the wife of Uriah." Matt 1:5-6
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What a fascinating passage! Rahab, a prostitute, is mentioned as part
of the proud genealogy of Jesus Christ… and Solomon was born of a
woman who became David's wife after some very scandalous
circumstances. How can this be! The Bible is a very real book, beloved.
There is no attempt to sanitize these accounts. God is not ashamed to
have Rahab as an ancestor of His only begotten Son. In fact, she is
mentioned several times in scripture, even among those listed in the
Faith Hall of Fame (Hebrews 11).
Let this be an encouragement to you. Do you have sinful, shameful
occurrences in your past? Do you think that you are disqualified from
fulfilling God's perfect will for your life? Not so, according to the
scripture. God is not ashamed of you. The blood of Jesus is sufficient
to blot out your transgressions... including the curse of your forefather's
iniquities. But, you know that already... don't you?

The Beliefs of Others
“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:29
Your children open their mouth to convey their thoughts about a
particular issue (they are not correct, according to your way of
thinking) and you immediately interject your truth. Oh, you may wait
until they’re finished because you have been teaching them not to
interrupt, but you rarely allow them to express their own opinion. You
are making a big mistake, friend. Don’t you want them, in later life, to
be able to boldly speak-forth the ways of God? If they are constantly
corrected, they may not have the confidence to do that.
Wouldn’t it be wiser to listen, ask questions, and permit a difference of
opinion? Of course, in matters of morality, you must never compromise
the teachings of Scripture, but even then, allowing the Holy Spirit time
to teach, convict and convince, would bring forth a more lasting result.
Do you understand? Yes, teach your children the Word of God,
reinforce these lessons by your example, but do not rule your house
like a dictator. A wise parent allows their children to make mistakes;
they will learn from them. Doesn’t your heavenly Father do the same
for you?
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Unfortunately, this same ascendant mindset can pervade other areas of
your life. If you are a member of a political party, you can’t stand
listening to the opposition. If you belong to a particular denomination,
it may require a lot of grace for you to tolerate someone who believes
or worships differently. Are you always right? Are your beliefs the
absolute truth? You’ll remain small with your big ideas until you can
accept the beliefs of others and perhaps even learn something. A
portion of what you currently believe is not TRUTH.

Numbering the People
“Then Joab gave the sum of the number of the people to David. All
Israel had one million one hundred thousand men who drew the sword,
and Judah had four hundred and seventy thousand men who drew the
sword. But he did not count Levi and Benjamin among them, for the
king's word was abominable to Joab. And God was displeased with this
thing; therefore He struck Israel. So David said to God, ‘I have sinned
greatly, because I have done this thing; but now, I pray, take away the
iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.’” 1Chronicles
21:5-8
How does a person measure the accomplishments of their life? A
carpenter will look at the homes he has built and feel a sense of pride;
a parent will look at their children. A physician will find his or her
satisfaction in the lives that they have helped. But how does an
evangelist measure success. Of course! They count the number of souls
saved. Pride is standing at the door. David got into deep trouble for
numbering the people.
There have been many theories about this sin of David. Was it a lack
of faith, or presumption? Did he need to evaluate the size of his fighting
force? David was at the zenith of his career. He had many nations under
his domain; his coffers were filled with tributes and taxes. And
numerous fighting forces were aligned with Israel. Was he required to
number the people for any national security issues? … Probably not.
Most likely, it was pride that caused David to call for a census. In his
heart he may have said, “Let me fully realize the enormity of my
accomplishments. Let me count all of my people.” Whose people, dear
one? God hates the pride of man.
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One possible pitfall for the evangelist who measures success in souls:
compromising the gospel...something called “easy believism.” “How
can I get as many people as possible to come forward.” Yes, they
preach Christ and Him crucified, but require no true repentance, no
surrender and no commitment. They offer heaven, healing and peace…
and the people will raise their hand or come to the altar… and the
evangelist walks away feeling good about all of the souls that were
saved. He has once again boosted his own self-esteem and his
reputation. But have all of the new converts truly been converted?
Were half of them? The Lord knows.
Dear evangelist, call the people to faith in Jesus Christ… trusting in
Him, clinging to Him, turning from sin and surrendering all to Him.
Rejoice if only one is truly “saved.” And count your triumphs in Christ
alone!

Shattered Dreams
"Go and tell My servant David, `Thus says the Lord: You shall not build
Me a house to dwell in.’” 1Chronicles 17:4
No one makes it all the way through life without experiencing some
disappointments. These times can be very painful. In our text, we see
God telling David that he cannot build a temple for the Lord.
Previously, this vision burned in David’s heart. Being the intense
character that he was, he must have considered every aspect of that
enormous project. No doubt, he was delightfully consumed with the
very thought of it. He looked to Nathan the prophet for confirmation,
and Nathan said, in essence, “Amen, brother; go for it!” But a short
time later, he reversed his words … after God weighed in on the
subject. David must have been very disappointed.
Many saints have had a deep desire to do something for the Lord and
also received what they thought was confirmation… only to have their
dream shattered: a ministry that never got off the ground, a business
that failed, or a call that never materialized. “What happened; I thought
that God wanted me to do this; I had my hopes set on it. What should I
do now?”
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Here are a few things to consider if you are currently in a situation like
this: First and foremost, remember that God loves you and He does
indeed have a good plan for your life. You still have a destiny to fulfill;
this has not changed. God is using this painful season to prepare you
for the next fruitful chapter of your life… the very thing that you were
created for. Be careful! Disappointment can be a catalyst for self-pity.
Some even quit at this point. Don’t do that.
Be grateful for all that you do have, for all that God has already done
for you… and through you. Praise Him! Don’t waste a lot of time
trying to analyze what went wrong. Go before the Lord and surrender
this disappointment to Him and move on. You may have missed His
perfect will or His timing; you may have sinned. Or, He may have
purposely led you this way to teach you something; there is much to
learn in the valley. But you won’t stay here for too long.
God has so much more for you. Your dream, as good as it was, can’t
compare to God’s dream for you… and He will bring it to pass. You
are in the process of becoming a beautiful bride for His son, Jesus.
Certainly, this is far greater than any temporal achievement. O yes,
there is more for you here on earth, but this is one of those places where
you learn that the process is just as valuable as the work itself.
David, after learning that God would allow his son to build the temple,
set his heart on gathering the materials. No sour grapes, no bad
attitude…just servanthood, surrender, and obedience. David was a man
after God’s own heart. This is your desire too, isn’t it? He knows
exactly what He is doing. Be faithful in the ‘little’ things… in whatever
you put your hand to. You will later find that these little things were
very important to God.

Stepping-Stones to Greatness
“Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: Blessed
are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who
hunger now, for you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for
you shall laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they
exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son
of Man's sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your
reward is great in heaven…” Luke 6:20-23
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Pay close attention, disciple, Jesus is presenting you with a key that has
‘great’ potential: Someone once said, “There are many obstacles on the
road to success.” How good it would be if you could see these so-called
obstacles as valuable assets instead. If you understood the true purpose
of your life, then perhaps you could rejoice when you encountered a
personal injustice or any other problem…and count it all joy, as James
tells you to do. Consider the possibilities of this revolutionary mindset.
The Lord would teach you again today that He is in control of all things.
He allows nothing into your life that is not redemptive…which means
it has the potential to work for your good. Are you persecuted or
unjustly accused? Were you born into poverty; do you wrestle with
infirmity? The world runs from these adversities, but dear servant of
God, these are your stepping-stones to greatness!
Years ago, I was at my lowest point, my darkest hour. I was defeated
and filled with self-pity, complaining to God and crying. In the midst
of this sorry mess, the Master spoke, “I offer you greatness and all you
want to do is complain.” Do you understand what the Lord was saying?
God allows difficulty into your life for a purpose: to help fashion you
into the image of His Servant Son, to transform you into a beautiful
Bride, to give you understanding and wisdom and spiritual power that
will flow from the depths of your humble brokenness.
It is essential, however, that you respond correctly. You can wallow in
self-pity and be filled with bitterness... or you can welcome God’s
refining work in your life. Be grateful for what you do have instead of
fixating on what you don’t have. Forgive those who have hurt you, and
draw closer to God. You will experience renewed strength in your
weakness. True greatness will emerge from your lowliness of heart.

Building the Ministry
You are well aware that Jesus chose mostly unlearned men to lay the
foundation of His earth-shattering, world encompassing ministry. He
used the least likely of vessels to carry His Father's glory. Paul
reiterated this principle when writing to the Corinthian church: "But
God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise,
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the
things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the
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things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are
not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory
in His presence" (1Cor. 1:27).
Dear disciple, how often the Church of Jesus has suffered from the use
of worldly wisdom! If you are in the process of building a work of God,
do not look for the most qualified according to the standards of men.
How many ministries are top-heavy with those holding doctorates and
master’s degrees! But where is the power of God? Where are the
mighty men and women of God who do exploits? Who carries the
anointing that breaks the yoke of bondage? Don't you want someone
like this to help you build... someone who is more anointed than you!
(Think about it!)
Follow the leading of the Spirit, as the Lord builds His Church. Don't
be concerned with academic credentials; look at their heart. Is this
person humble and broken? Are they abandoned to the purposes of
God? Will they go anywhere and do anything that the Lord tells them?
Can they live by faith as well as by salary? Are they givers? Do they
have courage? Are they loyal and teachable? Do they have a servant's
heart?
The meek and lowly, the weak and foolish, the humble and the broken,
these are the most likely candidates to carry God's anointing to this
generation. You know this to be true; Church history is full of
examples. Surely you don't want to merely look impressive by
presenting a letterhead full of PhDs. You want to be effective… seeing
lives changed by the power of God.
In saying these things, let it be perfectly clear that education is a very
good thing; Paul was a highly gifted and educated man. But Paul was
also completely surrendered to the will of God. Knowledge can be
obtained in a variety of ways, formal education being only one method.
(Who is a better Teacher than the Holy Spirit?) Gifts and talents come
directly from God, but they must be exercised. There are many
diamonds in the rough that have yet to be polished.
If you must choose between the educated and the broken, choose the
broken. In fact, surround yourself with weak, foolish, obedient lovers
of God. Surely this is the fertile seedbed for revival!
197

The Lord Has Put Away Your Sin
"So David said to Nathan, 'I have sinned against the Lord.' And Nathan
said to David, 'The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.'"
2Samuel 12:13
How sweet the sound, "The Lord has put away your sin." This
statement, without a doubt, reveals the merciful heart of the Father.
You can be sure of this: If you have repented, your sins are forgiven.
But shouldn't the rest of the Body be merciful just as God is merciful?
The Holy One has removed their sins "as far as the east is from the
west" and "placed them in the sea of forgetfulness." And yet, the one
who has been forgiven by God is judged, maligned, and gossiped about
by fellow Christians for the rest of his or her life. Their sin is the first
thing that you remember, isn't it? Will you view the entirety of
someone's life through the myopic lens of judgmentalism? Will you
discount all of the good that has flowed through this life and only see
the failure? God does not remember; why do you, beloved?
Paul instructs the Corinthians regarding a repentant sinner in their
midst: “… you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps
such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. Therefore I urge
you to reaffirm your love to him” (2Cor. 2:7-8). Shouldn’t you be doing
this too?

Which is the Greater Work?
“Then they said to Him, ‘What shall we do, that we may work the works
of God?’ Jesus answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of God,
that you believe in Him whom He sent.’” John 6:28-29
Notice Jesus’ curious reply, “believe in Him whom He sent.” It is
interesting that He spoke of believing, a matter of the heart, rather than
some ministerial activity. Which is the greater, beloved, to do the works
of God or to believe in Him? Is it better to do evangelism and care for
the poor, or to be conformed to the image of Christ, allowing His
pruning hand to shape your character and sanctify your life?
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There has been much exhortation to do the work of God - and rightfully
so. We are lazy and self-centered by nature. Nevertheless, throughout
the history of Christianity there have only been a faithful few who have
espoused the latter.
Why did God make you – what is your purpose? One denominational
catechism states it this way: “God made me that I may know Him, and
love Him, and serve Him in this world and to be with Him forever in
heaven.” This sounds correct, but there is more. You were made for
this reason, dear disciple: to be the eternal Bride of Christ.
All that takes place in your life is building to one glorious crescendo,
preparing you for the greatest of honors. And God Himself prepares
you for your Wedding Night…even as you make yourself ready. He
washes you with His own precious blood and soaks you in His Holy
Oil (Spirit); He saturates you with His love. Do you understand?
Everything that He allows into your life is for this purpose… every
adversity (demonic or not), every blessing, person, place or thing. Even
the work of evangelism and the various works of mercy that you do are
an integral part of this process, but are peripheral to the one central
theme. You are being conformed to His image; you are being prepared
as His beautiful, loving Bride.
Am I suggesting that you should not do the work of ministry? Of
course, you should! But don’t foolishly believe that doing this work is
the reason for your existence. (Can’t God use a donkey?) Becoming
like Christ, being His Bride, this is your destiny. Doing your ministry
in faith and with perseverance helps develop Christ-likeness. You learn
to live a life of agapeo. How wonderful and intricate are His ways! All
the while He is at work in your life, He is also using you to draw others
to Himself so that He may advance His work in theirs!
“Believe in Him whom He sent;” trust in His promises, and know the
timing of God, dear saint. Don’t frustrate His plans; wait upon the Lord.
There are seasons for sowing and seasons of reaping. There are times
to stay and times to go, seasons of activity and times for simply being
His. Paul remained in Tarsus for several years…only then was he
prepared to fulfill his calling. Be obedient in the little things, allow the
character of Christ to be fully formed in you. You’re in the process of
becoming someone of far greater value than a “do-er.”
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You Are That Man
“Then Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man!’…” 2Samuel 12:7
Nathan the prophet had just finished telling the unrepentant David a
parable about a wealthy man who owned several sheep. He stole a
sheep from a neighbor who only had one. Upon hearing of this
injustice, David became incensed. “…and he said to Nathan, ‘As the
Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! And he shall
restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he
had no pity’" (2Sam. 12:5-6).
Isn’t it interesting how some Christians can abhor the sins of others,
even with venomous condemnation, while somehow tolerating and
justifying their own sins? This is all too prevalent, beloved. Do you do
such a thing; do you judge and criticize others? Surely you can see you
do the same things, or at least similar. You are a sinner too.
Jesus spoke very sternly about this matter, “…how can you say to your
brother, `Let me remove the speck from your eye;’ and look, a plank is
in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's
eye” (Matt. 7: 4-5). The Book of Romans also speaks of this:
“Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge,
for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who
judge practice the same things. And do you think this, O man, you who
judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will
escape the judgment of God (Rom. 2:1,30)?
Judgmentalism and criticism are very serious matters. You had better
make this a priority. Bring it to the Lord now before He brings a Nathan
to exclaim, ‘You are the man!’

Forsaking All
"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot
be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after
Me cannot be My disciple." "So likewise, whoever of you does not
forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple." Luke 14:26-27, 33
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Dear disciple, this is serious business. Jesus calls his servants to a very
radical commitment. Who could misconstrue His statements? The
Master is requiring ALL that you are and ALL that you have... or, you
cannot be His disciple. Let's stop playing games! Do you desire to
follow Jesus or not? Did you say, "Yes, I will follow?" Then why are
you walking after Him in such a half-hearted manner, beloved?
Jesus traveled from village to village speaking truth, doing miracles
and calling forth workers for the harvest. Some dropped everything and
followed; others made excuses. Please be sure to note that Jesus never
begged anyone to come after Him. He moved on and sought another.
Has the Lord called you? What an awesome privilege! Forsake all now
and follow Him.
"Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, 'Teacher, I will follow
You wherever You go.' And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes and
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His
head.' Then another of His disciples said to Him, 'Lord, let me first go
and bury my father.' But Jesus said to him, 'Follow Me, and let the dead
bury their own dead'" (Matt. 8:19-22). "Assuredly, I say to you, there
is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children,
for the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times
more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life" (Luke
18:29-30).

Unity Is Better Than Correctness
“’…Teacher, we saw someone who does not follow us casting out
demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow
us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not forbid him, for no one who works a miracle
in My name can soon afterward speak evil of Me. For he who is not
against us is on our side.’” Mark 9:38-40
This may be a bitter pill for you to swallow, but unity is better than
correctness. If you are a doctrinal purist, you probably will have a hard
time with this. Why is it that you believe your understanding of
scripture and method of doing church is the only correct way? And you
don’t fellowship for fear of being contaminated by what you perceive
to be faulty doctrine? How can this be? We’re on your side.
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The twisted wreckage of doctrinal division has littered the annals of
Church history. Proud men and women have ruthlessly fought over
doctrines and religious practices. The devil laughs and the gospel
suffers. When will we learn that it is far better to lovingly accept each
other… and our various interpretations of His Word, “…that the world
may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:21)?
Of course, there should not be compromise regarding our core doctrine:
Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sin, and the fact
that the Bible is the inerrant word of God… but will we continue to
divide over eschatology, baptisms, and a variety of lesser things? Grow
up and humble yourself! Please don’t be threatened by our
disagreement. We are on your side. Believe in Jesus, beloved. He is the
Truth!

The Next Level
“…that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints
what is the width and length and depth and height-- to know the love of
Christ, which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,
to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:16-21
How many times have you heard about “going to the next level?” What,
in fact, is the next level? Presumably, when spoken in the context of
spiritual growth, one would consider it to be a good thing. It might be
thought of as a greater magnitude of God’s presence in your life… or
is it more holiness… or perhaps bearing more fruit in your ministry.
You can be sure that there are many understandings of this term.
Consider the increasing levels of love, faith, humility, obedience,
endurance, sanctification, anointing, authority, fruitfulness, etc.… as
well as brokenness and suffering.
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In the practical sense, the next level for some may mean learning to
keep a job or making it to church on Sunday. For others, it may be
endeavoring to trust God and praise Him when they encounter
adversity or suffer the loss of a job, their property, or maybe even a
child or spouse.
Our Lord is always at work in your life, disciple. Just as David
encountered a lion and a bear before taking on Goliath, God presents
many opportunities for your preparatory growth. Do you recognize
them, or do you shrug them off as mere annoyances, seeking to avoid
all unpleasantry? Not that all growth must be unpleasant, but it is often
uncomfortable to be challenged by God… to forgive and love the
unlovable, to increase your giving, to be His witness. I hope you
weren’t thinking that the next level was simply a place of notoriety or
fortune. I’m sure you know that by now…If not, comprehending this
may be your new level.
The Master so desires to bring you to that next level, beloved, to a
surrendered abiding where self becomes less and loving intimacy with
God flows like a river. In that place, there is sweet communion and
willing obedience… complete abandonment. This is the top floor, the
upper level … or is it the bottom? Deeper? Higher? Which is it? Closer,
yes that’s it, closer and closer still.
“Blessed is the man You choose, and cause to approach You, that he
may dwell in Your courts. We shall be satisfied with the goodness of
Your house, of Your holy temple. By awesome deeds in righteousness
You will answer us, O God of our salvation, You who are the
confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of the far-off seas;
Psalm 65:4-5
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Leftovers
“The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house of
the Lord your God.” Exodus 34:26
Let me be quite blunt, giving away what you don't need isn't really
giving, is it… at least not in the scriptural sense? Thank God for the
Salvation Army and Good Will stores. You give your used items and
they resell them to help support the homeless. But should you pat
yourself on the back for dumping your used clothes in their collection
receptacles, thinking that you have made some great sacrifice? By all
means, give them your useable clothing, but give so much more, won't
you?
Do you realize that Christians in the USA spend four times more money
on cosmetics alone, or entertainment, than they give to the work of the
Lord? What does this say? Most clearly, cosmetics and entertainment
are (four times) more important to us than proclaiming the eternal
gospel and administering works of mercy.
Giving sacrificially, that's what giving is really all about... according to
the scripture. You are to give the first, the best, your most valuable to
the Lord, and He, in turn, will abundantly bless you with blessings that
you cannot contain. This is His promise, beloved. Do you believe Him?
Will you trust Him? The Old Testament prophets would chide God's
people for regressing to the diluted state of sacrificing an imperfect
animal or poor-quality crops or wine. God was displeased with their
heart attitude and called their leftovers an abomination. Their offerings
had become nothing more than a ceremony.
You may consider yourself to be spiritual, beloved, but until you learn
to give sacrificially, you remain bound to the temporal. Free yourself
from the fear of lack, from stinginess, greediness and selfishness.
Throw your life and all of its concerns upon the faithfulness of God.
He will not fail you. Give, and give again. If you have become
comfortable with your current level of giving, increase to the point of
being stretched. Prove God's faithfulness; be an extravagant giver!
"Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled
with the fragrance of the oil" (John 12:3).
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The Sleeping Savior
“And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so
that it was already filling. But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow.
And they awoke Him and said to Him, ‘Teacher, do You not care that
we are perishing?’ Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to
the sea, ‘Peace, be still!’ And the wind ceased and there was a great
calm. But He said to them, ‘Why are you so fearful? How is it that you
have no faith?’ And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another,
‘Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!’” Mark
4:37-41
The storm was raging; the boat was filling; it seemed as though they
were about to drown. “Jesus, wake up!” Dear disciple, who cannot
relate to this sense of panicked urgency in the midst of an intense
storm? You can’t pay your bills, your child has become wayward, your
marriage is falling apart, your business or ministry is in decline, your
emotional depression lingers, your physical ailments persist. “Jesus,
don’t you care that I am perishing?” … And you rebuke the Lord for
His lack of concern.
Sometimes it is difficult to think clearly when water is filling the boat,
but please try to remind yourself of these simple truths: Jesus is with
you and you will make it to the other side. Your awesome God is
faithful. He has brought you through many a storm. Or, perhaps this is
your first big tempest. Be careful, beloved, faith and trust are required
here. Self-pity will surely sink the ship. Hopefully you hadn’t been
deceived into thinking that with Jesus you would never have trouble...
if you said a certain prayer every problem could be averted? Jesus told
us we’d have trouble in this world.
Look at this passage again. These men were faithful servants of God.
They had left all to follow Jesus. Nonetheless, they were in the midst
of a serious problem. Notice that Jesus didn’t prevent the adversity; He
helped them through it. Most certainly, as a result, their faith in Christ
grew exponentially, and their testimony was ignited to fever pitch. (Can
you imagine witnessing this “Man,” take authority over the elements?
Without a doubt, they were in the boat with God incarnate! How could
anyone keep silent after experiencing such a thing?) Please believe in
Him, whatever your struggle. The Almighty One will bring you
through to the other side.
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What Others Think
“But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or
by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I know
nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges
me is the Lord.” 1Corinthians 4:3-4
A good reputation is very precious, believer; cherish and protect it.
However, be very careful about being concerned with what others think
about you... good or bad. This is a very dangerous trap. There will be
seasons when nothing could seem better. You are loved by all; your
work is appreciated; you are well spoken-of... Beware! Encouragement
is good, and necessary at times, but too much praise can corrupt you.
You may actually begin to think that you are who they say you are.
Equally dangerous is your concern about derogatory remarks. A
negative appraisal of your work can inflame insecurities and feelings
of inferiority. Rest assured, there will always be those who are jealous
or have a better plan; some are critical for no apparent reason. But
before you react, realize that God has permitted this for a reason.
Maybe their comments are accurate; perhaps a correction is necessary.
Bring it before the Lord; He may want to reveal something that has
been hidden in your blind-spot. If not, allow the criticism to fall to the
ground; simply ignore it. Like Paul, let it be a very small thing to be
judged by another. Don't become offended; bless those who curse you;
don’t attempt to defend yourself. Allow God to judge or to justify; you
are His servant. Just keep your hand to the plow and press on...

Partial Obedience
"So Samuel said, 'When you were little in your own eyes, were you not
head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the Lord anoint you king over
Israel? Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, `Go, and utterly
destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they
are consumed.' Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why
did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?'
And Saul said to Samuel, 'But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord...'"
1Samuel 15:17-20
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A very pointed lesson today: God expects complete obedience. Partial
obedience, in God's eyes, is considered to be disobedience.
Saul was instructed to utterly destroy the Amalekites... and all of their
possessions. He did not. When confronted by the prophet Samuel, Saul
insisted that he did obey the command of the Lord... and then he blamed
his failure to obey the complete Word of God on the people. As a result
of his partial obedience, God rejected Saul.
Thank the Lord for His amazing grace! How many times have you
'complied' with God's word only part way? You were told to witness to
the clerk at the store, but you only mustered enough courage to say
“God bless you.” You were instructed to put $50 in the offering; you
gave $20 instead. God clearly wanted you to apologize and admit that
you were wrong, but you merely smiled and tried to make small talk,
hoping to repair the relationship without having to humble yourself.
God is not pleased with this; He expects complete adherence to His
Word. You are not rejected because of His great mercy, because of
Jesus' sacrifice. Nonetheless, your Father still requires obedience. You
must never again appease your conscience by telling yourself, "At least
I said, God bless you."

The Warning
“And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you,
that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith
should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your
brethren.” Luke 22:31 “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Matthew 26:41
There was so much happening. Can you imagine the whirlwind of
activity that surrounded the lives of the apostles? Perhaps this is the
reason why Peter missed the warning. Maybe it was his impetuous
nature. Or, he may have simply been too weary. Whatever the cause,
Jesus tried to tell him that he was about to fall … and even revealed a
preventative course of action. Unfortunately, this was not enough to
stop Peter from making the most painful mistake of his life.
What has the Lord been trying to tell you, dear saint? You are no
different than Peter. You run to and fro doing the work of the Lord…
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or other things. The still small voice of the Spirit is silenced much too
easily; your weaknesses and busyness have made you vulnerable. Your
renewed interest in the things of this world can become an open pit into
which you will surely fall. Serious wounding is a certainty. You know
this is true!
Heed the warning of the Lord, beloved. "Watch and pray, lest you
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
Your brothers and sisters can help you; ask for prayer, receive wise
counsel. God is with you; there is no need for an agonizing failure.

Changing Seasons
"To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under
heaven..." Ecclesiastes 3:1
Many are frustrated because they do not know the times and seasons of
their life… neither do they understand what God is doing in His Church
or in the world. The Lord chided the people for not recognizing the
signs of the times. You can easily see the change of seasons in nature,
also in human development... from childhood to adulthood. The
discerning Christian should also be able to observe the changing
seasons in the spiritual realm. Do you recognize them?
Dear child of God, the Holy Spirit within you is more than willing to
help you discern what is happening; please ask Him. Having said that,
it is not for you to know ALL things; some mysteries are reserved for
the Father alone (i.e. when Jesus will return). Nonetheless, if you are
to walk in peace, it would seem wise to understand these things.
What are times and seasons? Times are usually considered to be a
shorter period …maybe days or weeks. Seasons, are longer periods of
time… perhaps months or years. (In the scripture, these terms are
sometimes used interchangeably.) There are seasons of blessings and
fruitfulness and also times of leanness. There are times and seasons to
learn… and then to teach, a season to build, a time to rest, and so on…
Do you understand?
You may now find yourself in a season of fruitfulness. But if the
Omniscient, in His loving wisdom, has placed you in a time or season
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of pruning, do you know how to respond? Are you still trying to
promote your work? Hasn’t it been painful to have the doors repeatedly
closed? Why do you keep trying to open them! Shouldn’t you simply
resign yourself to the purposes of God and allow Him to complete the
refining process? You would have so much more peace... and perhaps
make use of this time to learn
contentment.
Be encouraged, beloved. Who you are now is not who you will become.
This time/season will not last forever. You are being prepared, even
transformed. You are destined to bear abundant fruit in this life... and
then become His radiant Bride for all eternity! What a glorious future
you have!

Spiritual Maturity
“… that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning
craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ.” Ephesians
4:14
Just a few words about spiritual growth: Please understand, there are
various levels of maturity and numerous areas of growth and
development. For instance: every Christian should be maturing in their
depth of relationship with God… through prayer and worship. We
should also be growing in virtue, faith, obedience, humility,
servanthood, etc. Just as a natural child grows to maturity, so it is in the
spiritual; growth cannot be forced. Although the natural child is most
certainly capable of performing some adult activities …and the
spiritual child may flow in the gifts of the Spirit (with magnificent
results), this however, does not mean that they are mature. It usually
takes years of experience… successes and failures, to fully mature.
A teenager thinks himself ‘wise’ at sixteen. Again, at twenty-one and
thirty something, maturity is a perceived certainty. Likewise, some
Christians think they have reached the advanced level while they are
yet in the early stages of spiritual growth. God has much more for you
to learn… experientially, and also in the very depths of your being!
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A child cannot make himself grow up by simply willing it... and neither
can you, beloved. God is the Vinedresser. He prepares the soil,
fertilizes it, provides the rain and causes the growth. (He will also
prune.) This is a lengthy process, dear one. You may excel in one area
of your development but fall miserably short in another. Please, don't
use either as the standard to judge your level of maturity. Let the Master
evaluate your progress and proceed accordingly. This is His work; trust
Him. And what is required of you? Love God, and cooperate with His
work in your life through simple obedience. Do you see how 'easy'
growing-up can truly be?

Brokenness
“For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not
delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a
broken and a contrite heart--These, O God, You will not despise.”
Psalm 51:16-17
There has been much said about brokenness, but what does it actually
mean. In the worldly sense, ‘broken’ means something in need of
fixing. But in the spirit realm, brokenness is a very good thing; it is God
‘fixing’ you. The Almighty will cause (or allow) circumstances that
will eventually bring you to completely surrender yourself to Him. Do
you understand? Like a wild horse that is now sensitive to its rider’s
touch… turning right or left, stopping or proceeding at his gentle
command. This is Spirit-led living.
There is no room for the self-willed person in God’s kingdom. The
Lord, He is God, the sovereign King. In His Kingdom all things are
done according to His will, His way, for His glory! But His ways are
not the tyrannical demands of a dictator; they are the benevolent, lifegiving directions of a loving Father.
Brokenness does not come about merely by enduring a calamity, (It is
not a ‘one-time’ event.) or even a series of difficult situations.
Unfortunately, some will come to the other side of their stormy sea,
filled with self-pity, bitterness and resentment. This is the epitome of
pride. Brokenness, beloved, is a way of life. It is a decision of your will,
a choice that you make, day after day, to completely surrender to God’s
plans and purposes.
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Very few will come to complete abandonment without being crushed
in the winepress of the Lord. ‘Self-life’ usually refuses to submit to
God’s will...and the testing becomes more difficult. Unless God helped
bring (or allowed) the pressure that removes ‘self,’ who would ever go
to the deepest depths of brokenness?
What is brokenness, beloved? It is simply this: walking humbly in the
presence of God and man, being quick to admit and confess our sins
before all, freely forgiving those who have offended us, being willing,
at a moment’s notice, to accomplish the will of God, (going, staying,
giving, doing), no matter what the cost… and to continue in this way
of life until we behold Him face to face.

Selfishness
“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each
of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests
of others.” Philippians 2:3-4
Selfishness is at the root of a plethora of sins …and a major hindrance
to maturity. “Will this be to my advantage?” …, if not, words spoken,
an attitude of heart that will surely prevent spirit life from flourishing.
“If anyone come after me let him deny himself,” this is what the Master
said.
Will you take a minute to consider your selfish ways? What choices
did you make within these past few days that placed self first, your
interests before another’s? Was it in regard to money? Time? Prestige?
Your ability to place others before yourself will improve as you
practice. Try it!
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Personal Appearance
“… in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold
or pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing
godliness, with good works.” 1Timothy 2:9-10
Some are unkempt, unclean, disheveled; do not be one of these. You
are the light of the world, a representative of the King! Having said
that, the very opposite seems to be pandemic. In western culture, an
inordinate amount of time is spent on primping and preening. Millions,
no, billions of dollars are spent on personal hygiene products. What lie
have you believed: your breath is not sweet enough, your hair is not the
right color, your skin is not soft enough, your deodorant not strong
enough? And what about clothing fashions and hairstyles? They come
and go…and you must be in fashion.
Dear one, dress sensibly, and have good grooming habits, but do not
spend so much time in front of the mirror… or so much money trying
to make yourself beautiful; your true beauty lies within. As attractive
as you may be, there is Another who is far more beautiful. Gaze upon
Him!

Under A Veneer of Humility
“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to
think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”
Romans 12:3
Isn’t it true that some Christians consider themselves more holy and
more spiritually advanced than they really are? On the surface there
may be a thin veneer of self-deceptive humility. And if asked to grade
themselves, or describe their progress, they would quickly admit that
they have a long way to go. But probe a little deeper into the core and
you will find a prideful self-satisfaction. Is this you, beloved? This is
one of the reasons that the testing of your faith and character are so
important. As we have stated before, testing is not for God’s knowledge
of you; He already knows everything. It is to help you know yourself.
So now you see some of the flaws! You are not quite as advanced as
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you thought. Please don’t collapse into a heap of worthlessness selfpity. Your loving Father has shown you these things for your
strengthening. There is the potential for much growth over these next
months. Please take advantage of this revelatory light. Self-pity is
counterproductive; repentance is very productive.

Those Who Are Christ's
"And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires." Galatians 5:24
Dear servant of Christ, what is Paul saying to you? Is this yet another
reminder of the need for a crucified life? Yes indeed! In the proceeding
sentences of his letter to the Galatians, Paul clearly reveals these
passions and desires: "Now the works of the flesh are evident, which
are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery,
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the
like..." (Galatians 5:19-21).
You are making good progress, beloved. You are moving forward in
the things of the Spirit; you are becoming spiritual. There is no doubt
that flesh will always hinder your growth; you must deny the flesh. But
be careful, some will teach religious formulas for sanctification and
practices that produce little more than legalistic pride. "These things
indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false
humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the
indulgence of the flesh" (Colossians 2:23).
Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you in the work of sanctification. He is
your teacher. When He shows you an area of your heart that needs
correction, let's say you are easily angered; quickly repent and ask for
His help. He will lovingly remind you, when the next occasion rises,
and show you a way of escape. More than likely, you will not get it
right the first few times. It will appear as though nothing has changed.
Nonetheless, press on; by God's grace you can do this in every area of
your life... “those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.”
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Letter to a Friend
Here is a gift for you, although you may not see it as such. Nonetheless,
truth from a friend is a gift…when it is being offered in love. I know
that you are hurting, and I do not want to add to your discomfort, but I
believe the Lord has prompted me to write.
Perhaps you are tired of religious words and nice Christian people who
do not understand the pain (just as I was), but you know where I have
been … so I hope you know I am not being religious. I care about you
and want the very best for you. Please receive these words of life:
There is no doubt that you are an anointed and gifted servant of God…
and you have begged God for more of Himself. (I have heard you pray!)
Do you realize that He is in the process of answering your prayers?
You see, when we so diligently asked for “MORE, Lord!” we were not
ready to receive MORE. Any vessel can only hold a predetermined
volume… and most of us still contain an abundance of self-life. If we
are to be filled with more of God, self must be emptied. You are now
being given the opportunity to die to self so that more of Jesus can
dwell in you. I know this to be true: It is very painful to die.
God is giving you a privilege and a choice, my friend… and much
hangs in the balance. You can choose self: your needs, your happiness,
your freedom, or you can choose to die to self and begin to live in a
new dimension of God. If I know you, you will not be satisfied with
the lesser. However, if you do choose self, you should know that you
may not be able to enter into the deepest depths of God, nor His perfect
will for your life. These places are reserved for those who completely
abandon themselves. “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
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All Things Working Together for Good
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans
8:28).
This verse, written by Paul to the Roman Christians, is perhaps one of
the most beloved passages of scripture. However, it is often misquoted
and frequently misunderstood. The thought that ‘all things work
together for good’ brings comfort and encouragement to many, but it
can also bring a false sense of security. Let’s look at what is really
being said here.
Although it may not have seemed to be true during the time of their
troubles, those who have served the Lord for many years will tell you
how adversity, losses, even failures worked to strengthen them. Their
self-will was broken; they were pruned to bear more fruit. These mature
saints will reveal that the very worst of times seemed to launch them
farther into the purposes of God, and deeper into the depths of sweet
communion. Truly ALL things do work together for good to those who
love God.
Unfortunately, those who have never surrendered their life to Jesus will
try to use this scripture to comfort themselves in times of trouble. Dear
disciple, all things do not work together for good for everyone. Clearly,
this passage applies only “to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.”
What will hinder things working together for good? - your response.
Surely everyone has trouble in their life and all will come through it
one way or another. Nevertheless, many struggle with self-pity, anger,
bitterness or the like. But the one who loves God will eventually
respond to adversity the way Jesus did, with submissive resignation to
His Father’s will and with merciful forgiveness for those who wounded
Him. Please respond correctly. Bitterness will poison you, but
forgiveness brings life. Even your most unbearable trial will work
together for good!
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From the Father’s Hand
“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them
falls to the ground apart from your Father's will.” Matthew 10:29
Does everything come from the hand of God? You may quickly agree
that every blessing comes down from the Father of lights, but what
about the adversities? How can this be true, when sinful, foolish men
perpetrate such great harm, and the devil vomits forth sickness and
death? To understand, you must go deeper, dear saint. Do you think
for a minute that God has lost control of His creation? The scripture
obviously repudiates such foolish thinking. God is the sovereign King
of the Universe. Period!
In Matthew, chapter 10, Jesus is telling His disciples, “Don’t be afraid.
Your Father in heaven is in control of all things. Not even a sparrow
falls to the ground apart from your Father's will.” Isn’t that what He
said? Nonetheless, a few years later, some of these same disciples fell
into the hands of sinners and were brutally murdered.
We must then logically conclude that God the Father, according to His
timing and purposes, allowed His servants to be martyred. They were
not taken out of His hand by the less powerful devil or by mere men,
but they were willingly given unto death by the Almighty. How good
it would be if we could understand this: "Everything that pertains to
your life is held in the providence of God, and only those things can
happen that He deems should happen" (Gordon Lindsay). What peace
there is when you maintain this perspective.
Should we then, in total resignation, submit to everything that befalls
us? Be careful, beloved, you could make a big mistake here. God
allows obstacles to come into your path for the purpose of overcoming
them, not for you to lie down and die. He is giving you an opportunity
to develop your faith and character, strengthening you, and challenging
you to advance. If your adversity comes from the devil, stand against
him; fight! The Lord has trained your hands for war. If you are
perplexed by trials, have faith, and trust in God. Wait on Him and allow
Him to reveal the remedy. If men attack you, learn to forgive them.
And if your troubles come as the result of your own poor choices and
sin, repent, learn self-control, and obtain wisdom.
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There is no doubt that the Creator of all things is in control of all things.
That which He permits into your life is for a good purpose. Embrace
each frustrating trial, accepting them as a challenge from God. Please
believe they have come for your good: your growth and spiritual
development. If you learn from each situation, and respond
appropriately, you may not have to learn it again.

God Is in Control
“I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me. I
will gird you, though you have not known Me, that they may know from
the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none besides Me. I am
the Lord, and there is no other; I form the light and create darkness, I
make peace and create calamity; I, the Lord, do all these things. Rain
down, you heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down
righteousness; Let the earth open, let them bring forth salvation, and
let righteousness spring up together. I, the Lord, have created it. Woe
to him who strives with his Maker!” Isaiah 45:5-9
Is it really so hard for you to believe that God is in control of all things?
The Glorious Omnipotent sits upon His throne! The marvelous
Omniscient is aware of the exact functioning of every subatomic
particle in the entire universe. Not only does He know the number of
hairs on your head, He knows every thought that you will
think…before you think it. Is it really so hard to believe that He is in
control of all things?
You might then ask the age-old question: Why does God permit evil;
does He desire that evil occur? Of course not! God is loving, merciful,
and just; He hates wickedness. Believe it or not, there is so much more
evil that He has not permitted. Dear one, the world would have already
been destroyed if it were up to the devil. Pestilence, disease, nuclear
war… all of these would have overwhelmed our planet if God did not
prevent them. He only allows that which can, in some way, work for
the greater good. Even His judgments are meant to be redemptive.
When you see evil occurring know that God is somehow working it for
good toward those who love Him.
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Another Intellectual Pursuit?
“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours
and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2Peter 1:5-8
Beloved, are you once again engrossed in another intellectual pursuit?
What is it this time, eschatology, the Jewish roots of Christianity, a
word study, Hebrew, Greek? “Is there anything wrong with that?” you
ask. Of course not, it is all well and good to add to your virtue
knowledge. But then again, if your quest for knowledge is not balanced
with such things as brotherly kindness, godliness, and love, you will
fall short of the full purposes of God.
Too many saints have spent endless years sitting before the pulpit and
in Bible studies, learning the truths of scripture, but never applying
what they have learned. Perhaps another lesson in ‘Practical
Christianity’ would help. Have you forgiven the one who offended
you? Are you giving to the poor? Do you visit the sick and imprisoned?
Have you shared your faith? Have you humbled yourself today… and
served? These are the pertinent issues.
To some, it’s enough to merely read about and discuss biblical truths.
They think that by talking about it and agreeing in principle, that this
is somehow the same as doing it. I’m sorry, disciple of Jesus; it is not
the same. You must actually roll up your sleeves and do the work. You
see, when all is said and done, Christianity is not a matter of how much
you know; it is all about self-sacrificing love.
Where is the servant of God who has knowledge AND love...in addition
to faith, perseverance and Holy Spirit power? Will you be like that,
beloved?

218

Make Yourself Ready
"Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready." Rev 19:7
What do you do when you hear a message about repentance? Do you
give a superficial response? Do you offer some half-hearted, semipious prayer asking God to forgive you for your sins? This is not
sufficient. Do you realize that the Lord is probing the hearts of this
generation...looking for those to whom He can show Himself strong?
He is seeking those who are willing to be emptied of self, those who
will seek Him with a repentant heart and serve Him with clean hands.
Have you ever considered how many specific sins you have tried to
cover with one generalized, non-specific prayer? Is this true
repentance? How can you turn away from a sin that you have not
clearly defined? Have you come before the Lord, asking for the
guidance of the Spirit, and then as He leads you, confess your sins one
by one? This is highly recommended.
Don't foolishly think that you need not do such a thing. Many servants
have testified that the Master has awakened them in the middle of the
night to remind them of specific unrepented sins (day or night,
whenever He chooses to do so). We are not speaking of gross sin like
murder or robbery; the Lord is reminding them of a sharp word they
had spoken, a poor attitude, or something that was left undone. Why
would He do this if He didn’t want them to repent?
Some of your brothers and sisters are earnestly washing themselves as
the Holy Spirit works with them. Why miss the opportunity to become
as clean as possible? Remove as much debris as you can, Christian.
You want nothing to stand between you and God; humble yourself!
Acknowledge your wrong priorities, your lustful thoughts, and your
selfish attitudes. Of course, there is no need to repeat the same
confession if you now have victory in those areas, but if you have lost
your temper again, or some other habitual sin, please repent again. Do
not let the residue of sin build up. You are to become a beautiful bride
without blemish or wrinkle. Yes, sanctification is a work of the Spirit,
but also remember to cooperate. The bride made herself ready!
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What Are You Offering?
“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of
life.” Proverbs 4:23 “The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, and
his tongue talks of justice.” Psalm 37:30 “…For out of the abundance
of the heart his mouth speaks.” Luke 6:45
Be careful, disciple. Are you current with your personal repentance?
Are the wounds of rejection being healed or do they fester? Have you
forgiven those who offended you? Does your troubled marriage
influence your view of that sacred institution?
What about spiritual pride? In your zeal to save sinners, have you
overlooked your own sins? Be careful, dear minister, your impaired
heart will betray you. Your preaching and teaching may be tainted with
the residue of self-pity, self-righteousness or self-justification. Even
your interpretation of the scripture can be affected.
Do you understand? If you have been wounded in a church, that wound
may influence the way you perceive the church in general. Deep within,
you may have justified your response; you reacted in the flesh rather
than in the Spirit … and now you cannot see clearly. Examine yourself,
beloved. These neglected areas of your heart could lead you (and many
others) astray.
You have earnestly desired to follow the Lord, asking Him to bring you
into the truth. Please reevaluate the condition of your heart, and the
doctrines and teachings that you have espoused since your last
emotional trauma or sin. You have the wonderful potential to comfort,
encourage, and exhort… having been through what you have. Don’t
allow any residual impurities to spoil that. Please don’t justify yourself
and blame others; humble yourself… deal with these wounds; go back
to the fork in the road and start on the right path. Dear teacher, you
have been given an awesome responsibility; you will be held
accountable. Please consider these things!
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Lowliness
"For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men
condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle to the world,
both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are
wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished,
but we are dishonored! To the present hour we both hunger and thirst,
and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless. And we labor,
working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we entreat. We have been made
as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until now."
1Corinthians 4:9-13
You will probably not like this reading. Flesh seldom enjoys the lower
place. What a good word, lowliness; surely it is self-descriptive. The
dictionary defines lowliness as the state or quality of being lowly;
humility, humbleness of mind. It seems to be a better word than
humility, don't you agree? We have stumbled over that word for
years… and still don't get it right.
Who, in the natural, desires the lowest place…the last in line, the last
to be served, the one who gets the leftovers? Doesn't the Bible say:
"And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be
above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the
Lord your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe
them" (Deut. 28:13)? You like this passage, don't you? Of course, it is
true! Heed the commandments of the Lord; be careful to observe them,
and you will be the head. But what does that mean, beloved, fame,
fortune, and power? This is what Jesus taught about being the head:
"But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted" (Matt. 23:11-12).
Abraham allowed Lot to choose the fertile Plain of Jordan for grazing
his livestock; Abraham humbled himself and took the semi-arid
scrublands to the west. Soon after they separated, God gave Abraham
all of the land: north, south, east and west… and promised to give him
descendants that could not be numbered.
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The Word of God is filled with examples of humility, followed by great
blessing…choosing the lesser and being given the more. Consider the
lowliness of Jesus (from His humble birth to His shameful death); you
are well aware of the eternal fruit that He bore!
Have you been actively pursuing ways to become lower, or are you still
aspiring to prominence? Prominence would be a big mistake unless it
is the Lord's will for you. However, if He should raise you up, you will
have been sufficiently trained in lowliness as not to desire recognition,
and will probably shy away from it.
No one willingly chooses the very lowest place; this is a work of grace.
But dear one, if you desire to be like Jesus… to actually win the race
that is set before you, you must be lowly. Find your self-worth, not as
the world measures success, but in lowliness. You choose the lesser,
while encouraging and blessing others. Serve in menial ways (wash
feet); give your all, your best. Be nothing in the eyes of the world… be
great in the eyes of God!

Putting God First
“And Elijah said to her, ‘Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but
make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward
make some for yourself and your son.’ For thus says the Lord God of
Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run
dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.’”
1Kings 17:13-14
Can you imagine the nerve of this man? The widow had just told Elijah
that she only had enough flour to make something for her son and
herself. This was all that she had... and they would probably starve
afterwards (because of famine in the land). But Elijah said, “make a
small cake for me first!” Unbelievable! Then He spoke the promise of
God: “The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run
dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.” The Lord was
saying, “Trust Me, put Me first: and if you do, I will provide for you.”
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Disciple, it is illogical, irrational, even nonsensical to give something
away when you don’t have enough for yourself. And yet, this is exactly
what God asked of this woman; He is also asking this of you. Do you
trust God and place Him first in your life, or do you only think that you
do? Do you realize, as recorded in the scripture, Jesus spoke more about
money and giving than He did about heaven or hell? (Check it out!)
Why, because he hoped to profit from it - of course not. Jesus
understood the heart of man; He knew that the application of true
worship had its roots in some very practical places.
How can you say you love God above all things and you trust Him with
your life, if you are not willing to tithe and give generously on every
occasion? Do you think that perhaps He will forget to honor His
promises? Dear Christian, this is where the rubber meets the road. Do
you believe in Jesus or don’t you; do you trust Him or does your
security lie elsewhere? You only have one lifetime to get this right;
what are you waiting for?
Are you having a difficult time with this? Please trust the Lord,
beloved; you can do this! Don't say I'll begin to tithe when I am more
financially secure. Don't you know that the more you have, the more
you will want to hold on to it? This is normal human behavior, but you
want to live in the Spirit, don't you? There is no better time than now...
especially if you don't have much to give.
Was Elijah being insensitive by asking this poor widow to give him the
first of her last morsel? No, Elijah was motivated by a loving desire to
see this woman blessed; he knew the ways of God. Dear disciple, be
sure that you are a generous giver... and never be ashamed to teach and
preach about placing God first, through giving. If you withhold this
important truth, you will be robbing the people of blessings too
numerous to count.
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Just Enough to Get By
“…not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ,
doing the will of God from the heart, with goodwill doing service, as to
the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good anyone does, he
will receive the same from the Lord…” Eph. 6:6-8
Do you remember when your parents asked you to mow the lawn, wash
the dishes, or clean your room? Did you do a thorough job, or did you
complain and try to get it finished with the least amount of energy
expended? It really didn’t matter to you if the job was done properly,
just as long as they didn’t make you do it over again. You stuffed your
clothes (and a sundry of other things) under the bed or in a closet. In
other words, you did just enough to get by. It looked OK on the surface,
and you thought, “What they can’t see won’t hurt them.”
Dear disciple, many people have brought this same mindset into their
adult life. When asked to do something that they would rather not do,
they grumble and then do it halfheartedly. If something goes wrong,
they are ready to quit. If someone corrects them, or suggests a better
way, they become angry and offended. Is this you? Isn’t it time to grow
up? Who will be steadfast, committed, faithful, and loyal…doing the
work set before them with all diligence?
A teenager thinks that being an adult means they can do whatever they
please. They say, “I don’t feel like it,” and hope to exercise their
prerogative. Children become frustrated or angry, even rebellious,
when they don’t get their way. As you mature, you will begin to do
those things that you simply don’t feel like doing, and you will do them
well… no complaining, no dragging of the feet… “And whatever you
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men” (Col. 3:23).
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Striving
"Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press
on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold
of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching
forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." Philippians 3:1214
What does it mean to press toward the goal; what is Paul talking about?
He uses words like attain, reaching forward and press on. Elsewhere
it says "work out your salvation with fear and trembling." Surely these
sayings portray effort... even striving. Nonetheless, the word strive
(exerting much energy or effort) is frequently denounced by Spirit-led
believers. They immediately defer to the word grace. But Jesus did say:
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will
seek to enter and will not be able” (Luke 13:24).
Haven't we been taught that salvation is a free gift... purchased by the
blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ? Yes indeed. Then where is your effort
needed? Make no mistake; salvation is by faith in Jesus, not by works.
It is a gift of God... purely by grace. But James tells us faith without
works is dead. Many have stumbled over this intricate interdependence
of grace and works. Perhaps Paul summed it up best: “To this end I
also labor, striving according to His working which works in me
mightily” (Col. 1:29). You strive according to His working in you!
You see, disciple, God has chosen you and has predestined you to be
conformed to His image. He supplies all that is needed: He has chosen
your surroundings, the people that enter into your life, and the works
that you are to do. He fills you with His Spirit and equips you with
giftings to perform those works. But the Lord also expects your
complete surrender to His will, your undivided devotion, your best
efforts given...working with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength
to love God, and laboring with all diligence to accomplish His purposes
in the earth.
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Can your efforts save you? Absolutely Not! The blood of Jesus saves
you. However, many believers have become complacent, even lazy.
They have turned from their First Love; they do not do the works that
God has laid before them. Do not be one of these…
Labor, striving according to His working which works in you mightily.
“Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and
election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so
an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
2Peter 1:10-11

Thriving
“In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider:
Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other, so that man can
find out nothing that will come after him.” Eccles 7:14
Have you noticed that some people actually do better in their spiritual
walk when facing some type of difficulty or adversity? It seems to bring
the best out in them. They draw near to God, pray, worship, and read
His Word; they listen carefully for His direction. Of course, there are
also those who crumble under the weight of their problems. They blame
others and become angry with God for allowing it all to happen.
Then again, there are those, when given prosperity and honor… smooth
sailing, as it were, become filled with self-reliance and maybe even
become proud. Which type are you? Don’t you think that it would be
wise to evaluate your propensity? For certain, both blessing and
adversity lie ahead for you. A wise man seeks to understand the way in
which he walks, least he fall into another hole of self-pity, or selfreliance and pride (which is even worse).
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Temptation
“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each
one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.
Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it
is full-grown, brings forth death.” James 1:13-15
Are you being tempted; have you been in a season of temptation? Take
courage, this will not last forever. It is a difficult season, extremely
uncomfortable at times, and the enemy will taunt you with his lies. Here
are some truths that will combat his deceptions:
1) It is not a sin to be tempted! Not only does the wicked one want to
make you fall, he also seeks to condemn you for merely having the
temptation. You do realize that your flesh is the author of many
temptations; it is a part of being human. Some temptations flow from
biological or emotional urges, others from desires and lusts. Thoughts
will come to mind (even dreams), that can make you feel unclean. Dear
one, you are not unclean. Jesus was also tempted in these same ways.
“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin”
(Heb. 4:15).
2) Temptation does not come from God! (Reread James 1:13-15).
However, God does permit temptation for the development of your
character; your faith is tested. Even though you may seem weakened
by repeated temptations, you are actually being strengthened each time
you successfully resist them in the power of the Spirit. Also, the depth
of your love for God is revealed. “If you love me keep My
commandments” (John 14:15).
3) You will never be permitted to be tempted beyond what you can
bear. “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of
escape, that you may be able to bear it” (1Cor 10:13).
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Perhaps God is about to bring you to the next level of responsibility
and fruitful service (Jesus was severely tempted before He began His
public ministry). Ask for help and become accountable to someone
trustworthy, who is of the same gender. They will pray for you and
offer wise counsel. Don’t be too proud to do this.
One more thing, if you should fail the test, be quick to repent. Do not
succumb to self-pity, guilt or condemnation; the Lord is merciful and
will forgive you. The issue is not about the past; God is interested in
your ‘today’ and in your future. Start afresh and move forward.

Resisting Sexual Temptation
"If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you;
for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than
for your whole body to be cast into hell." Matthew 5:29
You may ask for prayer and even belong to an accountability group.
This is very good, but why do you still succumb to sexual temptation?
Dear disciple, have you plucked out the source of your problem? Is it
your computer and cellphone, or the things that you watch on TV, the
books and magazines you read; what do you allow yourself to see?
It seems that everywhere we turn these days, sex is being promoted;
society is increasingly endorsing sexual sin, even perversions... but this
does not give you an excuse. Reread what Jesus said: "If your right eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell" (Matt 5:29). Incredible! The Lord is very
serious about this matter of resisting temptation. He speaks of taking
extreme measures... doing whatever is necessary to avoid sin. It would
be very wise to heed His word.
If the internet is the source of temptation buy some protective software
and have a friend or family member set the password. Otherwise, get
rid of your Internet access. If you are tempted to buy sexually explicit
material, go to exotic clubs, or patronize prostitutes, you must stay
away from these places. Literally walk, run, or drive in a different
direction so that you don't have to pass these occasions to sin. Do you
understand? Do whatever is necessary!
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Here are a few other recommendations to aid in your stance against
sexual sin: 1) Don't watch TV programs or read articles that promote
sexual themes…even if they are not pornographic. 2) Don't go to
beaches where you are surrounded by those wearing seductive
swimsuits. (Find a spot on the beach where you’re able to turn away
from lustful gazing.) "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman
to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart"
(Matt 5:28). 3) Stop wearing sexy clothes. You will attract the kind of
attention that could eventually lead you into sin… and may cause
others to have lustful thoughts about you, causing them to sin. 4) Avoid
sexual conversations and jokes.
Is there a certain someone at work or a church that stirs you to
temptation? Dear saint, why would you place yourself in jeopardy by
maintaining contact with this individual? Too many sorry fools have
said, "I can handle this," just before they fell. Break that relationship
now! Christian, stop kidding yourself; there are several things that you
can do to avoid compromising situations. Jesus is serious about you
gaining victory in this area of your life. How serious are you?

The Burden of the Lord
“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is
lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is
the church, of which I became a minister according to the
stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word
of God,” Colossians 1:24-25
Are you still playing with the things of God… doing spiritual things,
having nice meetings, and trying to keep everyone happy? Beloved,
you will never break through to the next dimension of God’s purposes
if you remain in the comfort zone. How often you petition God for your
own needs and desires. “Give me a bigger house, give me a bigger
church, etc.” There is nothing wrong with this, “Ask and it shall be
given to you.” But have you cried out to God for His purposes to be
fulfilled in your life and through your ministry … not for your sake but
“for the sake of His body, which is the church?”
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The Lord is looking for those who will ask Him for His burden, His
desire for this generation. The Almighty is seeking those who will hold
nothing back, those who are willing to pay any price to see His will
established in the Church… in their region and throughout the world.
Are you one of these? Revive Your Church, Lord!
Giving birth to the things of God is painful, even excruciating at times.
You will suffer, cry, and sometimes have to die. (Consider the precious
saints who have gone before you!) Are you willing to travail for the
burden of the Lord to be established in the earth? There is much joy
and fulfillment in store for those who will see this through to
completion. By God’s grace, you can do this. Press on!

Part of The Team
“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just
as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body
be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.” 1Cor
12:18-20
You have been a key player in the game; you have given your all. You
earnestly desire is to see this through to the end… you want to win this
thing! What is this? Here comes the manager and you are removed from
the game. What happens now? What will become of the team; what
will become of you?
Christianity is a team “sport,” and the Coach has the sovereign right to
take you out of the game and put another in your place; He makes His
decisions based on what is best for the team, for you, and to accomplish
His objectives. (Your teammates need the opportunity to utilize their
gifts and talents, too, you know.)
They will do just fine without you; but how will you fare? Hopefully,
you can cheer them on without sitting in the corner and pouting. You
didn’t think you were irreplaceable, did you? Don’t succumb to
frustrated self-pity or prideful resentment (especially when you see the
other guy doing it better than you did.) Rest, get refreshed, and at the
proper time you will be back.
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Does God Need You?
“But Jacob said, ‘Sell me your birthright as of this day.’ And Esau said,
‘Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?’ …Thus Esau
despised his birthright.” Genesis 25:31,34
One day I was complaining about the difficulties, disappointments and
sufferings that accompany the service of the Lord. “It is just too hard,”
I said. “Unless God does something very soon to alleviate the pressure,
I may take a break from His service!”
The one who was listening to my nauseating discourse of self-pity
uttered a few simple words; and yet they were strikingly profound. It
seemed to put everything back into perspective. Please take them to
heart. This is what was said: “Do you think that the Glorious One would
fall from His throne if you were to stop serving Him. Do you think that
the heavens would tremble and the eternal purposes of God would be
frustrated? Of course not, everything would move ahead without you…
and you would lose out on the greatest opportunity of your entire life.
Are you sure you want to turn back?”
Beloved, what a privilege the Master has given you. He has called you,
saved you, and equipped you; He loves you. But He never said it would
be easy. Remember, God does not need you; you need Him. He has
lovingly offered you something of incalculable worth. Treasure your
calling, dear disciple; don’t sell it for a bowl of stew. May you never
be satisfied with anything less than the fullness of God’s purpose for
your life.

Waiting on the Lord
“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31
You have often heard the term ‘wait on the Lord,’ but what does that
really mean? No one likes to wait. It brings to mind long lines at the
grocery store, periods of boredom at the airport, or standing in the
freezing cold waiting for the bus. In this sense, waiting is passive and
troublesome. But consider this: What do you call those who serve at
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the restaurant? Waiters, of course! And what do they do… they serve!
A dignitary or a wealthy person has a wait staff. These men and women
stand attentively at beckon call to fulfill their employers every need.
Can you picture this? This is how you are to wait on the Lord. Not in a
passive mode, but with anticipation of fulfilling His every desire. And
what might those desires be… something grand? Perhaps on occasion,
but usually the mundane: “Could you get me something to eat?”
“Please pour me another glass of water.” “Would you be so kind as to
shine my shoes and brush the lint from my jacket?” If you wait in a
passive mode, beloved, you will probably get bored and distracted.
Some of you have been waiting on the Lord for many years; He has
spoken prophetically to you and these things have been confirmed.
Nonetheless, you have waited not days or months, but decades. Don’t
fall asleep beloved; don’t become distracted. Wait with attentiveness.
The Master is about to fulfill His promises to you. But look what has
been accomplished in the meantime: You have learned many things;
you have helped the weak and the poor and ministered to your own
family. Soon you will be ready to enter your destiny.
This reminds me of a couple who were called to Africa. They heard the
word of the Lord; raised support money; sold their belongings; and
then… through no fault of their own, the door closed and they could
not go. What a reversal, what an embarrassment! They waited for God
to open another door… and they waited, and waited! What did they do
during this season? They learned contentment; served others, and
worked at a Bible camp where many skills were needed; they also grew
spiritually.
And then finally, 20 years later, the Lord sent them to Africa! Dear
saint, this couple was directly responsible for starting well over 200
discipleship training schools throughout East Africa... and thousands
of souls were saved!
“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31
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An Exposed Move
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not
willing!” Luke 13:34
Dear Believer, there is no question about it; you are to be led by the
Spirit of God. The fruitful life of a son of God depends upon absolute
obedience. As you mature, you will realize this to an even greater
extent. Your margin of error becomes much more narrow. (Of course,
you know that Jesus said the road that leads to life is a narrow way.)
Nonetheless, the enemy is watching you; never act outside of God’s
will. This would be an exposed move. You could pay dearly for
stepping out from under His covering.
Do you understand? God loves you; He desires to protect you under
His ‘wing.’ Remember, beloved, you are at war. The enemy lurks in
the shadows… or prowls like lion, as Peter stated, looking for someone
to devour. Will you stay within the boundaries of the Lord’s
protection, or will you take your chances wandering unguarded and
vulnerable to attack? It seems that the rules of military engagement for
the unseen realm, permits such an assault upon the child of God.
When you are walking within the perimeters of Divine guidance, the
enemy must ask God’s permission to unleash his fiery darts. It then
becomes God’s call to allow it, or not, according to His omniscient
understanding of whether the pending attack will work for your good,
or the good of His kingdom. However, if you are outside of His will,
permission may not be necessary, only opportunity. Do not be afraid,
disciple… be careful. Walk circumspectly!

Excuses for Not Giving
“’Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My
house, and try Me now in this,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘if I will not open
for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that
there will not be room enough to receive it.’” Mal. 3:10
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There are many excuses for not giving financially to the work of the
Lord. But are there really any valid reasons? As you are well aware,
the Bible is full of exhortations for you to give your money. The Lord
commanded the Israelites to give one-tenth of their crops... starting
with the first fruits, and the best of everything they had to offer. How
far the Church has fallen!
The first excuse that is given for not offering the tithe: “That was in the
Old Testament; we are not under the Law!” Correct… but where is your
heart, disciple? One hundred percent commitment and total surrender
includes your money. Another might say: “I don’t have enough money
now. I’ll give when I am more secure.” This is erroneous too. If you do
not sow the seeds you will not reap the harvest. Do you understand?
You will probably never be free of debt enough to give sufficient
‘leftovers’ to the Lord; give to Him first. You will see that as you sow
your seed into His kingdom, you will be blessed. (Read Malachi 3: 1012 again.)
And yet another excuse: “I give my time instead of my money.” What
self-deception! It is wonderful that you give your time to the work of
the Lord; however, this is expected of all of God’s servants; give your
money also. There is a whole dimension of spiritual growth that you
are missing out on, namely, learning to trust God for your provision.
This seems pretty basic, doesn’t it? How foolish it is to try to hold on
to what you can’t keep. You only have one lifetime to deposit treasure
in heaven. Surely God desires to bless you with material things here on
earth, but why would you sow most of your monetary resources to the
things of the flesh, things that have no eternal value?
Forget all of the excuses and face the fact that you simply don’t trust
God in this area of your life. He is trustworthy, beloved; this goes
without saying. It is now time for you to grow to maturity. Ask Him to
help you make the decision to tithe, right now. “But as you abound in
everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in
your love for us--see that you abound in this grace (of giving) also”
(2Cor 8:7).
Lord, I confess that I do not trust you. Please forgive me. I purpose to
surrender ALL to you, including my money. Please help me to begin to
tithe this week… and grant me the grace to continue in the weeks to
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come. Open my eyes to see the increased blessings that you will bring
into my life as the result of my giving, that it might encourage me to
press on. Thank you for what you are about to do.

What They Say About You
“So when the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said
to one another, ‘No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he
has escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live.’ But he shook off
the creature into the fire and suffered no harm.”Acts 28:4-5
Don’t be overly concerned by what others say about you.
Unfortunately, within the “assembly of the called-out ones,” it is a
common occurrence to be maligned, corrected, and gossiped about.
(And, no doubt, you will hear of it.) Yes, these fiery darts sting, but you
must not take this to heart; shake it off. If there is truth to what they
say, repent; if not, forgive. The enemy seeks to sow doubt deep within
you, doubt that will prevent you from moving forward with bold
effectiveness.
Even if the accusations are true, dear saint, know that God forgives and
forgets. Your enemies will define you by what you did, but the Lord
defines you by who you are. You are not what you did; you are a child
of God! Take Paul for example: Paul rounded up Christians, persecuted
them, and even presented them to be stoned to death.
Under some legal systems, he would be considered a murderer, or at
the very least, an accessory to murder. When he was bitten by the
snake, the people declared, “No doubt this man is a murderer.” Was
the devil taunting Paul and trying to sow doubt by reminding him of
what he did? Possibly, but Paul would not receive this lie; he shook it
off, “and suffered no harm.”
Let us repeat this truth once again: Don’t allow the enemy to define
you by what you did. You have been forgiven. What you did is not who
you are. Go forward now, in the grace of God to accomplish great and
mighty things! For, indeed, some of those who have been condemning
you, upon seeing you overcome your adversity, will eventually join
with you.
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Yours Is a Greater Righteousness?
“…. not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God
by faith” Philippians 3:9
Disciple, beware of thinking that you are better than another. Is your
righteousness greater than the repentant drug addict, homosexual, or
murderer? Let us get right to the point. You are merely a sinner saved
by grace…. just as they are.
The blood of Jesus washes away all sin; therefore, the derelict who
repents is no different in the eyes of God than the repentant
businessman or theological scholar. Do you understand? All were
separated from God… regardless of their achievements or social status.
There are only two groups of people: the repentant and the unrepentant,
those who have accepted God’s sacrifice for sin, and those who have
not, those who are found in Christ, and those who are not. Remember,
beloved, God is no respecter of persons. As it has been aptly put, “there
is level ground at the foot of the cross.”
If you believe this, why do you show favor to the nice church people,
the rich, learned and influential… giving only brief attention to those
who have been crushed under the weight of life’s vicissitudes? Look
ahead of you! There are many repentant sinners that are running the
race with better form and endurance that you are. They assume a
humble posture and God is using them mightily. And yet, you still
consider what they did, what level of education they have, and what
job they hold. Why do you make such carnal judgments? See what the
Lord is doing: He is using the weak and foolish to accomplish His
purposes. The proud, He is leaving behind.
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Humble Yourself
“…Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with
humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you in due time.” 1Peter 5:5-6
So, you are being asked to take the lower place again. How do you feel
about that? No one really likes to become less, especially when the
world tells you, bigger is better. Your flesh cries for recognition and
appreciation, but God looks for humility and lowliness. Yes, beloved,
God is calling you, once again, to get lower; surely you recognize His
ways by now. He builds using burnt bricks, gold refined by fire. The
lower, the better!
When you have two opportunities set before you, always check your
spirit before accepting the one that pays the most and gives you the best
exposure. Surely your flesh would love that, but is this God’s will?
Perhaps, but then again, maybe not. Are you humble enough not to be
a hindrance to the release of God’s power flowing through you? You’re
not really dead yet, are you?
Think about it: do you want to be a big fish in a little pond or are you
willing to become a little fish in a big pond… and grow bigger? Maybe
you would prefer the former, but you will be settling for much less than
your full potential. To achieve your optimum, you must humble
yourself.
You see, beloved, there are so many who look good, sound good, and
act like they have power… but they do not. In God’s economy,
humility, servanthood, and selflessness are the doorways to genuine
effectiveness and power. Your quest: to love God above all things, to
love others as yourself, and to be willing to pay any price for the glory
and honor of His name to be proclaimed throughout the earth.
Will you trust Him once again to perform His word? “Therefore
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt
you in due time.” There is true greatness in store for you… if you will
only trust Him!
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Doing It God’s Way
“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our
God, for He will abundantly pardon.” Is. 55:7
The scripture is full of examples of God’s compassion toward sinners,
“He will have mercy on him and He will abundantly pardon.” Please
avail yourself of His amazing grace. But don’t kid yourself, beloved;
God will heal and restore you, but it must be done His way, not yours.
When the prodigal son finally realized that He was far better off in his
father’s house, working for his father, he humbled himself, turned away
from his sinful lifestyle and returned home. He repented before God
and before man, considering himself unworthy.
Dear Christian, you want peace and healing, but you refuse to humble
yourself, or you refuse to turn completely away from the things that
have caused such pain. You must choose, beloved; which will it be,
your way or God’s way?
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and
uphold me by Your generous Spirit.” Psalm 51:10-12

Are You Looking at Men Again?
“This is what the LORD says: ‘Cursed is the one who trusts in man,
who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from
the LORD. He will be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see
prosperity when it comes. He will dwell in the parched places of the
desert, in a salt land where no one lives. But blessed is the man who
trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in Him.’” Jer. 17:5-7
Another year has gone by and you wait for the Lord to do that which
He has promised you. Things have been going OK until now; you have
even learned a measure of contentment; you have been trusting in the
Lord. But what is this; have you begun to look to men for your
promotion? Are you expecting that they, will place you in the position
that God has promised? Sorry, this is displeasing to God.
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Let your focus, once again, and turn to Him who is able to do all things.
Your promotion and blessing, your very life is in His hands. You see,
beloved, if you are not careful in this matter, you will seek to ingratiate
yourself, maybe even try to manipulate others or promote yourself. Is
this the way of the Lord? God found Moses on the backside of the
desert; Paul was thrown to the ground while in pursuit of Christians;
Peter and Andrew were about their business fishing, when Jesus called
them. Do you get the picture?
God knows where you are; simply trust Him. He will do what He told
you He would do… without your help! And if He should require
something of you, He will tell you, or will arrange for you to be in the
right place, at the right time, providentially. “For promotion cometh
neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God
is the judge: He putteth down one, and setteth up another” (Psalm
75:6-7 KJV).
If you insist on making a way for yourself, you may find that the way
you made is not the right way at all. In fact, you may find yourself “in
the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives.”
Trust in the Lord, disciple. You can be confident that the Almighty will
fulfill His plan for your life.

Out of The Miry Clay
“I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me, and heard my
cry. He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a rock, and established my steps. He has put a
new song in my mouth--Praise to our God; many will see it and fear,
and will trust in the Lord.” Psalm 40:1-3
Picture this: Someone is stuck in a mud pit, almost to their knees,
unable to get out. They are exhausted, frazzled, and hoarse from
screaming for help. Finally, someone arrives with a rope and begins to
assist them… however, this rescuer does not immediately extricate our
subject; he only exerts enough tension on the line to allow the one who
is stuck to pull themselves out. O yes, the one on solid ground does
draw the ‘victim’ forward, but very slowly. At times, it seems like the
one who is being rescued does most of the work. And depending on
how deep or wide this pit is, it may take a while for the process to play
out. Think about this for a moment.
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Dear disciple, we often speak of God’s grace, and of the glorious
Rescuer, Jesus, our Lord. There is no question that His amazing grace
has delivered many a sinner. Little is mentioned about the process of
deliverance, however. Wouldn’t it be wonderful, having been found in
this horrible pit, to be instantly taken from the miry clay and have your
feet set upon solid ground? Who wouldn’t desire to skip the travail, the
weariness of exertion, and the humiliation?
Of course, this is possible, but this is usually not the way God works.
He sees the larger picture and knows the bittersweet struggle that
occurs during the process of deliverance, develops strength, builds
character, gives wisdom, and produces endurance and perseverance.
(This is how your future steps are established.) There is also another
important reason: pain is an effective deterrent!
The world is full of so many attractive temptations. It is all too easy for
the servant of God to become distracted by the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, or the pride of life. Unfortunately, the wooing of fame,
fortune, or sexual intimacy, as well as the temporary escape afforded
by substance abuse, will cause many to become entangled. God is
abundantly merciful; He forgives and forgets as though you had never
sinned; but He is also omniscient and wise. Your painful struggle today
will become your preventative tomorrow. You will remember the longlasting anguish and steer clear, making a wide detour around the miry
clay. Praise Him, beloved; He loves you! Your deliverance is at hand.
You will soon be standing on solid ground with a new song of praise
in your mouth!
And what about the weary one who has lost all strength? The Rescuer
climbs into the mud, lifts them into His loving arms and carries them
a distance. This is the tender mercy of our God; you can rest in Him!

The Wounds of Childhood
“Then He said to the disciples, ‘It is impossible that no offenses should
come, but woe to him through whom they do come! It would be better
for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown
into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.’”
Luke 17:1-2
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There are so many, who are now, as an adult, suffering repeatedly from
the wounds they received as a child. Please accept this picture: A twoyear-old, with child-like faith, jumps from the lower rung of a ladder
into her father’s grasp… without any hesitation. She has absolute trust
that her dad will catch her. She would also do the same from a higher
rung… falling with complete abandonment into his strong arms.
Nonetheless, many children, completely vulnerable and trusting, have
flung themselves (emotionally) in like manner, only to have their
parent drop them; or worse yet, the parent pulls their arms back and
intentionally allows the child to hit the ground.
Has this happened to you, beloved… you trusted your parent to do what
a mom or dad is supposed to do, but instead, you received emotional or
physical abuse, unfulfilled promises, a lack of concern, or lack of love?
God is so sorry that this has happened. He loves you and would never
drop you.
These wounds need to be addressed, dear one. Please do not sweep
them under the carpet again; God is speaking to you. He wants to heal
you. Have you carried all of this pain into your marriage, and to the
other aspects of your life? (Surely your spouse has suffered for the sins
of your mother or father.) So many grievous offenses go untreated;
please take the time to seek the Lord regarding this matter. You must
forgive those who have hurt you, and express these offenses to a trusted
counselor. Please be healed now in Jesus’ name.

What Christ Has Done Through You
“I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has
accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what
I have said and done-- by the power of signs and miracles, through the
power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum,
I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ.” Romans 15:18-19 (NIV)
Do you boast, disciple? All too often we hear of what the servant of
God has done for Christ: how big their church is, , how many souls
saved, how many churches planted. Plain and simple, this is carnality!
But isn’t it good to testify of all the good things that you have seen…
to give glory and praise to God? Of course, beloved, but please note
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how Paul states his boast: “I will not venture to speak of anything
except what Christ has accomplished through me.” He is not declaring
what he has done for God, but what God has done through him. There
is a BIG difference.
If the servant of Christ would only realize that they are absolutely
nothing without Him! You can do nothing of any value except by the
Holy Spirit; you are merely an empty glove that the Lord chooses to
wear, an earthen vessel that He fills up and spills out. He has given the
gifts and talents, the unction, anointing, and grace; He is all in all.
And your part? Surrender and obey (for which you will be abundantly
rewarded.) How foolish to see it any other way; this will only lead to
pride. “For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I
will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above
what he sees me to be or hears from me” (2Cor. 12:6). Let your heart
be like this, beloved…

“Self” Evaluation
“Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.’”
Luke 9:23
Much has already been written about dying to self, and like most
Christians, you probably agree with the need to do this… at least in
principle. Perhaps you give mental ascent to the lofty notion of a deeper
spirituality, but what about the practical application of dying to self?
Here are a few revealing exercises; see how you measure up:
Someone cuts in front of you while you are driving; what do you do?
1) Blow your horn and utter a few expletives, thinking, “How dare you
get in my way!” 2) Get angry, but keep silent. 3) Bless them, and allow
them to invade your space without the slightest fret.
How do you feel when you have to wait in line? “They've got no right
to make me wait!” 1) Do you grumble and complain to yourself and to
those around you, or 2) Do you relax and look for someone to pray for?
What if someone at work or at your church gets credit for something
that you have done? Do you: 1) Correct this injustice immediately?
"Let's give credit where credit is due!" 2) Keep quiet and stew silently?
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3) Graciously allow the other person to receive the accolades and wait
for your abundant reward from God?
You loan some money to a neighbor and he does not pay you back. Do
you: 1) Send him a threatening letter? 2) File a lawsuit? 3) Fulfill this
scripture: “And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive
back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to
receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and
evil” (Luke 6:34-35).
What about the times when the Lord asks you to take a lower place, a
lesser position, a back seat, a place of obscurity; can you do it? Can
you humble yourself and surrender your rights? - And when someone
offends you, can you forgive them from the heart? - What about the
numerous opportunities to die to self that are afforded in your marriage
and home life; will you serve your family or will you seek to please
yourself? Dear disciple, you are a beautiful work in progress. God will
help you!

Ascending to The Lowest Place
"And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." Luke 2:12
How you long to see the Glory of God made manifest as in the days of
Solomon, when the glory cloud filled the temple. His presence was so
intense, so tangible, that the priests could not stand to minister (2Chr.
5:13-14). You have delighted yourself in the Lord and have sought His
face in worship conferences and special prayer services. These
meetings have been good, but never as glorious as you would have
desired; and this begs the question: “How can I see God’s glory made
manifest in the world today?”
Dear servant of the Most High, understand the lowly state in which
Jesus came, “wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” His
glory was made manifest in humility! He ascended to the lowest place
and became a servant. Can you imagine the King of Glory washing
feet? He suffered and died, crucified as a criminal!
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Do you truly want to see His glory? Don’t strive for it by reaching to
the high and lofty things that are found in places of grandeur. The glory
of God will probably not fall upon comfortable Christians singing the
latest worship chorus. Seek for His glory by descending to the lowest
place. This is what Jesus did.
Go to the prisons and hospitals and ghettos of this world. Find the
darkest of places and see Him shine ever so brightly as you minister to
those in desperate need. Go in humility; go in lowliness… wash feet!
His power is demonstrated in your weakness and His love in your
servanthood. If you cannot get lower than false humility and peripheral
religious activity, you will probably miss the awesome display of His
manifest presence. Ascend to the lowest place … and behold the glory
of God!

Glory in This
“Thus says the Lord: ‘Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not
the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his
riches; but let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and
knows Me, that I am the Lord, exercising loving-kindness, judgment,
and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight,’ says the Lord.”
Jeremiah 9:23-24
Dear one, do you think God is impressed with your gifts and talents?
Come now; He was the One who gave them to you! With no effort
whatsoever, the Almighty can cause a donkey to talk. Why should He
think it a great accomplishment that you can preach, prophecy or heal
the sick?
The things that please God are those that issue from your surrendered
heart: sacrificial love, sacrificial giving, radical obedience, and true
humility. Don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought. Do not
glory in what you can do, or say, or in your position of status and
authority. Glory in this: you are His, and you know Him, and you are
beginning to understand His ways!
Is there really a need for constant affirmation, a need to appease your
inferiority complex or your wounds of rejection, by striving for
success, seeking attention, or looking for applause? Why do you need
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to tell yourself, over and over again, that you are something … looking
at your achievements and comparing yourself with others? You are
affirmed in Christ; you are His! Surrender all, beloved, even the very
depths of your needy personality; you are now living for the glory and
honor of His name!

Righteousness That Exceeds the Pharisees
"For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter
the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:20
No doubt, you have heard of their hypocrisy and their legalism, but
consider the personal discipline and commitment needed to follow the
Pharisaical way of life. You may say, "Bondage is more like it!" Maybe
so, but nonetheless, they prayed and fasted frequently, and followed
the letter of the law, even tithing the mint and cumin. You could
probably learn a few things about personal discipline from them.
Anyway, Jesus told His disciples that their righteousness must exceed
that of the Pharisees, moving from the external practice of religion to
an internal matter of the heart.... the law of love.
Jesus goes on to say (paraphrased), "You know murder is a sin, but now
hear this: if you become angry with your brother and call him a fool
you are in danger of judgment. And if you have an unresolved
relationship problem, don't bother to offer a sacrifice to God; He won’t
receive it. First go and reconcile with your brother. (Ask for
forgiveness and forgive seventy times seven.)”
He also takes adultery and divorce to a new level; “even looking at a
woman in lust is considered adultery in the eyes of God.” The Pharisees
allowed divorce. Not so with Jesus, except for unfaithfulness. Jesus
tells you not to resist an evil man. If he slaps your cheek turn the other;
and if asked to walk one mile, walk two. If someone demands your
shirt, give them your coat as well. When you loan, don't expect
anything in return. When you give to others, don't tell anyone, or you
will lose your reward. Love your enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, pray for those who persecute you and
spitefully use you! Who can live a life like this?
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Following Jesus is not a religious activity, dear disciple, something to
perform; it is a life of love. Following Jesus requires total surrender of
your heart… and the very depths of your thought life. How else could
you fulfill this level of righteousness? Abandonment of self finds you
completely hidden in Jesus’ righteousness. Dear one, do you want to
enter a new spiritual dimension? Walk in the way of love, humility,
servanthood, and self-denial.
Follow Jesus with complete abandonment. If you do, by His grace, you
will advance to a new realm of faith, a place of peace and contentment;
spiritual power and authority will ensue. This place is called the
'Kingdom of God.' Yes, the Kingdom of God is within you!
Do you get the picture? If your spouse asks you to wash the car,
vacuum the interior as well. If your boss or teacher requests you to do
something, do a little extra… without expecting anything in return. This
can become a way of life! Grumbling will disappear and rewards will
mount in heaven. This is a secret place, beloved; and you are very
welcome to enter in.

The Process of Transformation
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2
Dear believer, change takes time! For sure, there are miraculous,
instantaneous transformations; make no mistake about that. But most
of the time, transformation is a process, like a caterpillar becoming a
butterfly. You are a work in progress, beloved; be patient. One thing is
for certain; a change always begins with a change of mind. That is why
your mind is such a battlefield of enemy attack. You must decide to
make the change before you actually do. No matter how spiritual you
are; the entire process may take months or even years. Not to worry,
God is also in the process of renewing your mind!
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You see, the Lord has been giving you new experiences, changing your
surroundings, giving you new ideas. Sometimes these transitions are
very painful. (Be careful not to become embittered.) It is absolutely
necessary for new direction or ministry to be put in new wineskins.
Jesus declared that it was impossible to do new things with an old
mindset. New beginnings are essential for new growth.
It is interesting to note that Jesus began His public ministry by
preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” We always
see the word repent as pertaining to sin, (and it does) but the Greek verb
metanoeo actually means “to change your mind or your direction.” It
seems that Jesus was telling the Jewish people, “I’m about to do
something brand new; change the way you think about God and
religion; enter into the Kingdom!”
Be encouraged today. The place that you find yourself now is not where
you will always be. You are in transition. This is not a place of
permanence, but a place of preparation. Do not build a house where
you should only be erecting a tent. Yes, you should learn contentment
even here, in your canvas abode, nevertheless, you are moving on; you
are in the process of becoming all that God intended you to be.

The Fullness of Time
“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4
Of course, you know that before the foundation of the world, God had
a marvelous plan for the salvation of mankind. Long before Adam had
the opportunity to sin, God knew that he would… and made a
provision. Who can comprehend the glorious wisdom of the
Omniscient?
Our purpose today is to gain better understanding of The Almighty’s
preparatory nature, and to consider His methodical approach. Let us
review a bit of history: First, the eternal Father conceived a plan to
bring forth many adopted sons… even a Bride for His only Begotten.
Next, He established a spiritual realm, heaven, and all of the angels.
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(He knew Lucifer would rebel; this was already worked into His plan.)
Then He created a physical realm, the universe, the earth, a place for
this incredible drama to transpire. He formed Adam “of the dust of the
ground” and breathed His life into him; you know the story well. And
then, sin entered into the world.
At the very beginning, God told the serpent of His redemptive plan:
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His
heel” (Gen. 3:15); and yet, it took nearly four thousand years for this
magnificent mystery to unfold!
In the meantime, humanity began to populate the earth, they were
destroyed by a flood; then repopulated, and so on. About two thousand
years after Adam, God raised up Abraham, a man of faith, and
entrusted him with the Seed. Thus, the Hebrew people were
established, the Law was given, and hearts were reined in… to the
purposes of God. They wavered in their love and obedience, and were
instructed and rebuked by the prophets; they were conquered by other
nations. And so, the stage was set… after four thousand years of
preparation! “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent
forth His Son…”
But this is not the end of the story, beloved. As you know, many of the
Jews rejected the Messiah, and for the past two millennia, people from
every nation, tribe, and tongue have come into the wedding banquet,
even as many as would wear the wedding garment, the blood washed
robe of righteousness. Throughout this present age of grace, every
believer has been tested. Each one, through trials and triumphs, has
been refined. All are in the process of being conformed to the image of
Jesus. Spirit-led sons are emerging, and a beautiful bride is being
prepared, without blemish or wrinkle, a bride that has chosen, by her
own free will, to love God above all things… even in the midst of
adversity.
Dear Bride, consider the methods of your Lord. Even before time
began, the Lover of your soul had you on His mind... and in His heart.
Be patient, beloved; be patient. Preparations are almost complete!
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But Satan Hindered Us
“Therefore we wanted to come to you--even I, Paul, time and again -but Satan hindered us.” 1Thessalonians 2:18
What an astounding statement! The great man of God was admitting
he wanted to visit this particular church, time and again, but was
prevented from doing so… by Satan. It seems that the archangel
Gabriel also had a problem delivering a message from God to Daniel.
The Prince of Persia blocked his advance for 21 days. (Gabriel needed
the assistance of Michael to break through.)
There is another mention in scripture of stubborn demonic resistance;
the disciples were having a problem casting out a demon. In response
to their dilemma, Jesus retorted, “… this kind does not go out except
by prayer and fasting” (Matt. 17:21). What does all of this mean,
beloved? You had better pay attention!
The sovereign, Omnipotent gives His faithful servants formidable tasks
to perform. He supplies His amazing grace, the anointing, and the
necessary guidance. Of course, you must pray, and listen, and move
forward. Nevertheless, even if you do, is there an ironclad guarantee of
success? Some have foolishly thought so. Dear warrior, we are at war
- the battle rages! The enemy does not sit idly by as you advance upon
his territory. He is a masterful strategist, a cunning adversary. One can
only imagine how many works of God have been thwarted by demonic
forces. Are you prepared to wage war?
Let’s say you are called to minister to the drug addicts and prostitutes
of the inner city, or you are sent to preach, or to plant a church where
few churches have succeeded. What should you do? Remember, Satan
hindered Paul; don’t you think that he will attempt to do the same to
you? How much energy has been wasted on the finely tuned plans of
men - how much money? After several meetings and meticulous
preparation they decide, “Let’s rent this facility and hire that music
group; let’s invite _____ to preach.”
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But what amount of time was spent consulting God? How many days
were given to fasting and prayer? Who has broken the strongholds and
bound the strongman so that you could plunder his holdings, namely,
the hearts and souls of men? Usually, no one - and another attempt is
made, and another failure ensues. Throughout Church history this
fruitless scenario has been repeated far too often.
Perhaps you think your plan is better than the last group that attempted
it; maybe you’re a better preacher or have a better doctrine. Haven’t
you learned that it is not about your preaching or your whatever? It is
about spiritual warfare, taking back the ground the enemy has stolen.
The adversary seeks to hinder you from presenting your message, and
the hearer from receiving it. You must (through prayer, and fasting, and
whatever the Holy Spirit directs) hold the demons at bay, so the
captives can receive the transforming Word of the Lord! If you will do
this the manifest presence of God will flood the region and He will
facilitate more than you could ever hope for.
Unfortunately, there are so few Christians who actually have a vision
from God, much less a battle plan or strategy. Who among you seeks
to push back the demonic strongholds over your region? Who does
more than talk about winning souls? Where are the mighty men and
women of God? Yes, you may be hindered, wounded, and even foiled
at times, but press on, dear saint. There is One who stands strong; He
is ready to crush Satan under your feet! “And the God of peace will
crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you. Amen” (Rom. 16:20).

Your Thoughts
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.”
Philippians 4:8
Do you worry? Do you frequently think about the negative? Please,
beloved, take inventory of your thought life. As a child of God, you are
to have faith; you are to believe the Word of God, the promises of God.
Isn’t this true?
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Why then are you dwelling on the lies of the enemy. He sows doubt,
the direct opposite of that which God desires for you: “You’re never
going to be well, you’ll never get out of debt, your dreams will never
materialize.” Whose report will you believe… the unfailing promises
of a loving God, or the destructive life-robbing falsehoods, vomited
from the caverns of hell? You can control your thoughts!
Dear Christian, you can do all things through Christ who strengthens
you. Meditate on the Word of God; fill your mind with thoughts of faith
and victory! It may take a bit of effort at first, but you can do this – you
must do this. Your continual negative thinking is self-defeating and it
is displeasing to God.
You may believe that you are protecting yourself from another
disappointment by anticipating failure; but this is misguided thinking.
You are actually sabotaging your success. Your heavenly Father has
good plans for you; He has provision and help; He wants you to be
fruitful and joyful. Trust Him and speak words of life… not death.
Today, purpose to think His positive thoughts and speak His words.
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to
all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the
Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1: 8-9).

Signs of Death
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.
He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and
where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him
My Father will honor.” John 12:24-26
Death to self is a hot topic these days among the spiritual. Perfunctory
allegiance is given to this transcendent quest but when push comes to
shove, are you still shoving back? Do you really know what it means
to die to self? You are doing something that you enjoy and someone
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asking for help interrupts you. Will you stop what you are doing and
assist them? Better yet, you are busily involved in the Lord’s work and
His Spirit prompts you: “Stop your work and spend a few quiet minutes
with Me.” Will you do it? Are you motivated to serve or would you
rather be served? Are you wounded when you don’t receive the
recognition that you think you deserve?
Do you rejoice at the accomplishments of another? Do you have a
desire for self-advancement, or do you desire to promote others? Do
you accept responsibility for your words and actions or do you blame
another? Would you rather appear respectable or would you rather be
transparent? Are you still self-conscious, beloved, or have you lost
your concern for self? Are you afraid that someone will find out about
your sin, or do you share your failures so others may be successful?
Of course, your relationships always supply ample opportunity to die…
at home, at work and in church. Have you learned to forgive; do you
ask for forgiveness? By the way, do you still have the urge to glace at
the slowpoke driver as you pass them … to judge and criticize them in
your thoughts?
Crucifixion is your goal, dear saint; don’t demand your rights. You
have no rights, only the right to die. God has prearranged or at least
permitted the challenging circumstances in your life; He is in control
of everything. The sooner you realize this, the better off you will be.
Don’t run from adversity; embrace it; submit to His pruning hand.
Remember, beloved, dying is a passive work, a mere surrender. It only
becomes a painful struggle when your desires conflict with His. His
transforming work is a manifestation of true love; trust Him!
Your stubborn, rebellious, proud or religious flesh must go. Allow Him
to dismantle your life, if necessary, to secure the desired results: a
stunning, spotless bride who loves the Bridegroom with all of her heart.
She lovingly submits to His every desire and they live happily ever
after. Amen!
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Death Benefits
"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Galatians
2:20
Having said so much about dying to self, and the pain therein, it may
be good to explore some of the positive aspects. I mean, “Why should
I go through all of this?” Beloved, relax and you will agree; dying is a
very good thing!
1) You will draw near to God, unhindered by pride, fear or doubt.
Intimacy will quickly supplant religion and religious activity.
2) You will have total freedom to worship: sing, dance, whatever.
It does not matter what others think.
3) You can now love and serve your family, and others,
selflessly… genuine agape.
4) Boldness to witness for Christ will replace self-conscious
timidity.
5) You will be given true spiritual authority. Because you are
dead with no agenda of your own, you can be trusted to
fulfill the Lord’s purposes.
6) Your time has become His. You will accomplish so much more
in the power of the Spirit.
7) Generosity and the forgiving of others will become second
nature because His love, mercy and compassion, His very heart
has now become your heart!
Servant of Jesus, the only thing that stands between the glorious God
who dwells within you and the hurting world that needs Him so
desperately… is your flesh. Allow the Lord to continue this process.
Rivers of living water will soon flow from your innermost being and
many will be blessed.
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Run the Race to Win
“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives
the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.”
1Cor. 9:24
Dear runner, are you running this race with all of your heart? Maybe
you are simply hoping to make it from the cradle to the grave without
causing too much trouble or committing too many sins? Yes, you have
Christ as Savior, go to church, and put money in the offering plate but
are you running this race to win?
“What does that mean?” you ask. You have read God’s Word; it is
summed up in two imperatives: love God above all things and love
your neighbor as yourself. Love, trust and obey; it’s that simple. Well
maybe not simple, in fact, it can seem to be near impossible at times
because your flesh gets in the way, and obstacles are in your path and
the enemy attacks you as you run, but nonetheless, beloved, with God’s
help and by His grace, you can do this; run to win!
There will be opportunities placed before you today; seize hold of
them… opportunities to obey, to give, forgive, counsel, comfort and
love in a variety of ways… opportunities to draw near to God and to
resist the devil. Usually not something grand, more than likely they will
be small. It is the daily, seemingly unimportant decisions that define
your character. Make good use of these opportunities, disciple. This is
how you win the race - run to win.

Your Assignment
“All those chosen as gatekeepers were two hundred and twelve. They
were recorded by their genealogy, in their villages. David and Samuel
the seer had appointed them to their trusted office. So they and their
children were in charge of the gates of the house of the Lord, the house
of the tabernacle, by assignment. The gatekeepers were assigned to the
four directions: the east, west, north, and south.” 1Chronicles 9:22-24
An assignment from the Lord… how precious! The King of Glory
actually has something for you to do! He trusts you to perform His will
on the earth, what an awesome privilege! Some would prefer a light
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assignment; others, something a bit more challenging. Nevertheless,
keep this in mind: God places each one according to His design, for the
fulfillment of His purposes. He made you as you are... your personality,
your strengths and weaknesses, your aptitude and intelligence. And He
has given you gifts and talents and abilities - both natural and spiritual.
As you cooperate with His ongoing work (your sanctification) you are
becoming a vessel of honor ready for the Master’s use. Hasn’t this been
your desire? Don’t compare yourself with another; this can become a
foolish distraction.
If your assignment today is to stay home and pray, then pray with all
of your heart, if it is to serve your spouse and children, do it in the love
of God. Are you to earn the ‘bread and butter?’ Do your job with all
diligence. The Lord’s assignment should be done with joy, beloved. It
is only your grumbling and complaining flesh that fouls the way.
“And what of the larger assignments,” you ask, “those relating to my
call and my destiny?” If you take each day as it comes, loving and
serving with a heart of gratitude, surrendering your will to His, you will
find yourself in the right place at the right time, to be, and to do, all that
He has planned for you. In the larger picture, however, there is really
no difference between what you may call big, and your daily routine
activities. Be careful, your flesh is deceitful!
Do you desire to please God or are you looking for the recognition and
approval of men? The soulish mind of man needs to feel that it is doing
something of significance to be fulfilled; but consider the way of the
Spirit: You belong to God and you simply accomplish His desires (in
the power of the Spirit), whatever, whenever, wherever they may be, a
task of apparent magnitude or something that is seemingly
insignificant.
God is perfect, dear servant; He won’t waste your precious life, your
gifts and talents; nor does He waste time. You can be sure whatever He
has you do, there is a very good purpose; trust Him. The sooner you
learn this, the sooner you will find peace and contentment.
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Anger Management
“Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your wrath.”
Ephesians 4:26 “Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out
all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables
of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves.”
Matthew 21:12
Were you ever told that it is a sin to be angry? Many Christians have
been taught this. Let us declare once and for all: it is not a sin to become
angry. Jesus clearly was angry when he drove out the money changers.
In fact, he was angry more than once during His ministry. Obviously,
if the sinless Jesus was angry, it must not be a sin.
Now let’s take a closer look at the anger of Jesus. Please note that Jesus
didn’t get angry when He was offended or when His rights were
infringed upon or when He was beaten and crucified. He became angry
because God’s house was being defiled and when legalistic religion
supplanted the truth of God’s Word. Do you understand, dear saint?
You are learning to die to yourself, don’t waste a lot of time being angry
with the people or the circumstances that are being used to crucify your
flesh. Instead, be angry about the things that displease God and cause
others to suffer.
It is absolutely righteous for you to be angry with the number of
abortions and rapes and murders and perversions and addictions and
divorces that flood our nation and pollute our families with every base
corruption. Who will declare the truth in these matters? Who will stand
and fight for justice, for those who are oppressed? Yes, be angry! – But
don’t respond in the flesh, using carnal words and methods; don’t sin.
Respond in prayer, and obey the leading of the Holy Spirit to do
whatever He tells you to do… preach, teach, become politically active,
whatever. “Be angry, and do not sin.”
It is not a sin to become angry, disciple; anger is a very natural emotion.
But there is a fine line between becoming angry… and then saying or
doing something that is sinful (abusive language, physical violence,
malicious revenge, etc.). Be sure you know the difference.
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If you have outbursts of uncontrolled anger, or you respond to your
woundedness with malevolent spitefulness, please repent and receive
counseling. You are hurting others, perhaps more than you realize, and
you are endangering your own health. It is time for you to be set free.
“Do not let the sun go down on your wrath.” Your merciful Lord wants
to heal you now.

Grading Your Progress
“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is
made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in
distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
2Corinthians 12:9-10
If you are tempted to evaluate your spiritual growth and development,
please consider the following hypothetical grading standard for any
given difficult situation that finds its way into your life:
F – You quit without an OK from the Lord, physically and emotionally
disengaging from a difficult circumstance. (Not to worry, you’ll
probably have to take this test again.)
D – You walk through the situation, or accomplish the task, halfheartedly, protesting and whining all the way.
C – You try to make the best of it, but frustration and complaining are
commonplace.
B – You walk through your lingering difficulties with a measure of
contentment, putting your heart into the situation, trusting the Lord and
seldom complaining.
A – You embrace your cross with joy, completely abandoned to the
purposes of God.
There are probably not many “straight A” students in our midst. (Let’s
hope you didn’t think you were.) Nonetheless, there is one other
‘standard’ that you should review:
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Perhaps you have been a quitter and a complainer and you are thinking,
“Who cares about A’s; I’m not sure if I can even survive.” There is
hope for you, beloved; remember grace? All that’s required is
surrender, not striving. It goes something like this: “I don’t like this
difficult situation and I will surely fail if You don’t help me, Lord. I am
desperately in need of Your grace. I come to You now and cast my cares
upon You. I trust You to get me through the next 10 minutes, the next
hour, the next day.”
Dear student, in your weakness, His strength is made perfect. Now let’s
see… Perfect must deserve an A… Amazing Grace!

God Is Not Fair
“You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. The
Lord is righteous in all His ways, gracious in all His works.”
Psalm 145:16-17
Pay attention, dear disciple. This simple truth can save you from
endless hours of envy, covetousness and jealousy: God is not fair; He
is just! Since you have been taught as a child to be fair, you may find
this a bit hard to swallow; nevertheless, consider this illustration: If
someone were to hand each person at your bus stop a ten-dollar bill, of
course, you would be grateful and say that he was fair to distribute his
money equally among those present. However, if this benevolent
benefactor knew that someone needed fifty dollars and only gave them
ten would he be just?
And what if he gave someone five dollars, another ten and others more
or less, would you consider this to be fair? … With carnal thinking,
probably not. Do you understand, beloved? God sees the needs of
everyone; He knows the plans He has for each individual. The
Omniscient seldom distributes equally. He apportions gifts and talents
and resources according to His purposes for any given situation. Others
with less experience may be promoted ahead of you, those more
qualified may not be chosen. Healing or financial blessing may flow to
someone else before they come to you. Will you argue with the Lord
about these things?
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This principle is clearly seen in nature: “You open Your hand and
satisfy the desire of every living thing.” God provides for the needs of
every creature, the mouse and the elephant. Should the smaller animal
receive the same allotment of food as the larger one? Would the lion
be satisfied with grain, the lamb with meat? Don’t fret, dear servant,
God knows just what you need and when you need it; you will be fully
satisfied. Please trust Him. Ask and it shall be given to you. The Mighty
One is just; He is also your loving friend.

New Beginnings
“…But one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:13-14
Today, the Lord wants you to know that you can start over; you can
begin again. He wants you to absorb this truth and to walk in it.
Whatever mess you find yourself in… of your own making or from the
hand of another, it’s God’s expressed will for you to begin again.
This is a new day, beloved; forget those things that are behind… and
with expectation, reach forward to those things that lie ahead. Don’t
allow your past experiences to determine your expectations or to limit
your faith. You can move forward to accomplish great and mighty
things. Too many of God’s servants carry regret, guilt, shame,
bitterness, unforgiveness... from a previous difficult situation. You
must now step past these things; repent and forgive.
Do you really think all of this took God by surprise? … Of course not!
He had foreseen these difficulties and is in the process of working them
for your good and to His glory. In fact, they have been intricately
woven into your destiny. Rejoice beloved; this is a new day. Expect
new things, new people, new ways, new insights… a new life. Be
blessed in Jesus name!
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Being Satisfied… Filling the Void
“The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters.” Genesis 1:2
Throughout the Scriptures you can see this principle: God creates a
void… and then He fills it. The earth was created void of life and then
He filled it, the oceans with waters and fish, and the sky with birds.
Adam was formed by the hand of God from the dust of the ground and
then the Creator filled him with His breath. The Temple was built with
meticulous care, yet it was void of His presence… and then He filled it
with His glory!
Dear disciple, God has also created a void within you. Thomas
Aquinas, an early Church father, said that the Lord created man with a
“God-shaped space,” a void that can only be filled with God… nothing
else would satisfy. And so, men search all of their life to fill that
emptiness. Fame, fortune, materials, philosophies, good deeds, nothing
seems to bring contentment until Jesus Christ, by the power of His
Spirit, comes to reside within.
Nonetheless, beloved, it has been observed that even after rebirth, there
are varying capacities and desires for more or less of God. Let us call
it spiritual appetite, yes, hunger! What satisfies one person will not
satisfy another. For example: A few prayers and a nice worship service
may be all that some need, but others would starve on such a diet. Are
you hungering for more of God? Are you truly fulfilled with your level
of involvement, with the amount of spiritual truth that you now
possess? What about love, faith, power, authority, anointing,
effectiveness? Have you been crying for more?
Beloved, your heavenly Father has been in the process of creating the
void that you are now experiencing…regardless of the circumstances.
It has been the Lord who is increasing your capacity for more of
Himself and making you ravenous. He will also satisfy you.
(Isn’t it interesting; there are times when God wants us to learn
contentment and then there are times when He brings us to a divine
discontentment?)
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There’s no need to leave the table hungry. Don’t you dare push away
from God’s table now! He’s not a man that He should lie. He has
promised you wonderful fulfillment… and not in the “sweet bye and
bye,” but now, here on earth. You will be fully satisfied!
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.
Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

The Goodness and Severity of God
“You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off that I might be grafted
in.’ Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand
by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the
natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the
goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward
you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will
be cut off. And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.” Romans 11:19-23
Yes, this scripture speaks of Israel’s unbelief and the consequences, but
it also reveals something that perhaps you would rather not see… “Do
not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches,
He may not spare you either.” Imagine; the apostle of grace is telling
the Roman, gentile believers not to be haughty, but to fear God…
continue in His goodness and stand by faith “otherwise you also will
be cut off.” This is very disconcerting, especially if you believe in
eternal security, once saved, always saved. A pointed recommendation:
believe exactly what is written!
The Holy One is loving, kind, merciful, gracious, and slow to anger.
You can trust Him with every aspect of your life; He is trustworthy and
faithful. We could fill volumes ascribing to His marvelous attributes.
But know this too, beloved: Paul tells you to consider both the
goodness AND the severity of God. The Almighty is a consuming fire,
a righteous judge. He covered the earth with a great deluge; He
annihilated Sodom and Gomorrah; He brought plagues upon Egypt;
and struck Uzza dead.
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Lest you be tempted to discount this as Old Testament theology, don’t
forget Ananias and Sapphira! Stand by faith, believer, and continue in
His goodness “otherwise you also will be cut off.”
If you feel it necessary to debate the meaning of “cut off,” first check
your lexicon. Nevertheless, do you really want to be in such a state,
regardless of what it means?

Your Works Are Not Perfect
“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready
to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. Remember
therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent.
Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and
you will not know what hour I will come upon you.” Revelation 3:2-3
The Church is awash with corruption; and yet, grace is espoused to a
fault, and sinners are made to feel at ease in their sin. Dear preacher,
who will proclaim the fear of the Lord? In days gone by, powerful
messages of repentance were delivered, piercing hearts and causing the
listener to weep and tremble for fear of God’s judgment. It seems as
though, in our day, the pendulum has swung to the opposite extreme.
We hear of God’s love over and over again, but who warns of hell?
Who speaks of the terrible consequences of sin?
Dear reader, please consider Jesus’ exhortation to the churches in the
Book of Revelation: Although He speaks words of encouragement to
all who obey, He rebukes sternly, using warnings and threats,
reminding those who have become sluggish to return to the works that
they first did, to their first love. In no uncertain terms, He exhorts them
to get it right and to do it better. What if Jesus were to talk to you like
this? Would you whine and make excuses, blame others, or perhaps
even quit?
How we need men and women of God, emboldened by the Holy Spirit
and filled with His love, to warn about the ugliness of sin, about
righteousness, self-control and the soon coming judgment. We need to
be strongly exhorted to enter by the narrow gate and become all that
God intends us to be. Will you be such a messenger? If Jesus returned
today, He would find many of His servants compromised and asleep.
Will you awaken and warn them?
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Seasons of Rejection
"…The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the
third day." Luke 9:22
Have you been experiencing rejection? You must realize by now that
the world will surely reject the Christian. Rejection from carnal flesh
is to be expected; don’t be surprised! There are other types of rejection,
however, that can cause a much deeper pain… rejection by a family
member, a friend or loved one… rejection by the church.
No one has time for you; they are not interested in what you have to
say. They don’t call when they said they would; they forget your
appointments, they forget to invite you. It’s as though you are an
afterthought. At first, it seems to be an isolated incident, happening
now and again, but then you begin to realize that a pattern is forming
and not with just one person, but with many people in your life. Do you
feel left out, less important, uncared for? Yes, beloved, it is quite
painful… it is also very good for you.
You can be confident that this is part of your preparation. Don’t rebel
or lash out; embrace this cross. You know the Master was rejected, so
must you. These puncture wounds to your flesh, to your pride and selfworth are very valuable. In the midst of it, find your solace and
companionship in Him. Don’t succumb to self-pity. Jesus is your
friend! This lesson is a hard one, but you will come through it. You will
know God a little better and also know yourself. Be encouraged, dear
friend, this is only for a season.

Waiting Patiently
“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.” Psalm 37:7
It seems as though every Christian is waiting on the Lord for
something, whether it be a need or a desire, perhaps something that the
Lord has promised them years ago. Much has already been written
about waiting; nonetheless, it’s time for another reality check. Please
examine yourself: There are those who wait with little enthusiasm or
desire.
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Perhaps they have been disappointed so many times that hope dies
inside of them. Others wait in anxiety and are angry with God because
of the long delay. Some waver between a peaceful trusting and a fitful
frustration. How are you doing?
Many of God’s servants pout or become demanding, even displaying
hysterical self-pity: “If You don’t do this very soon, I’m not going to
serve You anymore!” Your Master is looking for someone who can
wait with patience, knowing in their heart that God is faithful… resting
with all confidence, “I know that He is coming to me soon!” The
Perfect One loves this kind of faith, trust and patience. Dear disciple,
strive to be like that.
Lord, please forgive my impatience and my lack of trusting faith. Help
me. I believe your promises; You are a faithful God. By Your grace, I
will wait patiently for You.

Amazing Grace & Personal Responsibility
"Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, `Look, for three years I
have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why
does it use up the ground?’ But he answered and said to him, `Sir, let
it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. And if it
bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’”
Luke 13:7-9
Let’s take a careful look at this passage: The owner of the vineyard
(God the Father) comes to the keeper of his vineyard (Jesus) and tells
him that he is dissatisfied with a certain fig tree. He wants the keeper
to cut it down to make room for another.
But the keeper demonstrates the mercy of Jesus… His intercession, as
it were. “Let me work with the tree one more year. I’ll fertilize and dig
around it. If it still remains fruitless, cut it down.” What does all of this
mean, disciple?
Israel, the fig tree, produced no fruit. God had been patient with them
since the time of the patriarchs (over two millennium). He was about
to uproot their religion and plant a new system, a new wineskin.
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Jesus was asking the Father for just a little more time to preach and
minister to them; perhaps then, they would believe and bear the fruit of
righteousness.
Nevertheless, can we apply this passage to our own lives as well? John
15:2 states, "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. Note that Jesus, speaking to His disciples, has just said, “I
am the vine, you are the branches.” Every branch in Me that does not
bear fruit, He takes away. He is speaking to believers!
Are you bearing fruit, beloved… the fruit of the Holy Spirit, the fruit
of obedience, the fruit of righteousness? The Master is graciously
willing to work with you; He loves you. He will fill you with His Spirit,
pour out abundant grace and provide numerous opportunities for your
growth and development. His mercies are new every morning!
However, the Spirit of God will not strive with man forever. It is not
so much your weakness of the flesh that will cause the axe to strike its
blow…but a lukewarm, unwilling, unbelieving heart.

See Jesus
“…Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of
these My brethren, you did it to Me.” Matthew 25:40
This is especially for caregivers... those who minister to the sick, care
for children, the elderly, or the handicapped. Dear servant, may God
bless you abundantly; for you have chosen to serve in the lowliest of
places. Few notice or ever realize the degree of your sacrifice… long
hours, little pay, very little gratitude; but the Lord knows and He will
reward you accordingly.
The demands are great and discouragement is not uncommon. There
are times when you are literally run ragged by the hectic pace. At other
times, boredom and the mundane can be overwhelming. And servants
are asked to do such humble things; no amount of money would be
sufficient. You get tired, sometimes very weary.
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Be careful, dear servant; so many caregivers overextend themselves
and don’t receive the necessary rest. After a season, you can become
emotionally drained and physically exhausted. Even with the love of
Jesus in your heart, you can burn out. Do you feel that way now? When
you become like this, it is easy to lose your compassion and lose your
temper. The Lord understands, beloved, and He will help.
Mother Teresa, while caring for Calcutta’s poor, discovered an
invaluable secret, something that gave her strength and joy in the midst
of absolute squalor… for many years. You too can practice what she
had learned: She saw Jesus in the faces of those whom she served.
Would you wash the feet of Jesus or clean His soiled garments? What
an honor, what a privilege! Would you feed Him? Would you visit Him
if He were lonely? Surely you would!
Don’t you see? The parent that you care for, the child, the one who has
soiled themselves or needs to be fed… this is Jesus! He has come to
you disguised as someone in need. Don’t be fooled by their personality,
behavior or appearance. See Jesus! Can you recognize Him; will you
minister to Him? “…Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to
one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).
You have been seeking intimacy with God? What could be more
intimate or more personal than meeting His needs? Many Christians
stand in church and worship from afar. But when you serve in this
manner, your worship actually becomes hands on. You are being given
the opportunity to touch the very face of God!
Take the time to rest, beloved; get away for a vacation. Ask for
assistance! If you are caring for a loved one at home, even if you must
pay someone to relieve you for a few hours, do it. The Lord has given
you the privilege of servanthood, but He also knows your physical and
emotional limitations. There is a notable difference between trudging
forward with persevering endurance… and doing this work with a
measure of wisdom. Be wise. The Lord will renew your strength and
your compassion.
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Are You Blaming Others Again?
“Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, and He shall exalt you to inherit
the land…” Psalm 37:34
Things haven’t been going well? Have you been disappointed again?
You have been trying to do everything the best that you can, and yet
things remain unchanged. You want to wait patiently, knowing that
God is in control of all things; but all too often your eyes descend from
beholding the majestic realm of the Almighty to the carnal view of
things. It won’t be long before you begin to blame others, dear disciple;
be aware.
If you have been neglected, forgotten, overlooked or set-aside; if they
fail to do what they said they would do, please don’t attribute this to
the failings of men, to their lack of sensitivity or to ignorance, a lack of
spiritual insight or any other shortcoming. It is God who has made you
invisible. He is the One who has held you back. Do you understand?
Don’t place your expectations upon men; look to God! This is essential
to know, beloved. Learn it now, and learn it well!
Would you really want a mere man to open a door for you apart from
the will and timing of the Lord? Of course not! When the time is right,
the Almighty will move you on your way. If you will humble yourself
and obey, staying or going as He directs, you will be wonderfully
surprised and fully satisfied. Wait patiently and trust the One who loves
you.
Lord, forgive me for looking to man again. You are my source, my life.
I choose to wait upon the Lord. Pour out Your grace once again; fill
me afresh with Your Spirit. I trust You.
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The Finer Points
“…We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love
edifies. And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing
yet as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, this one is known by
Him.” 1Corinthians 8:1-3
Certain areas of Christian doctrine are paramount to daily living;
others, not so much. Have you considered your current focus? A study
of the end times is very interesting. Angels, too, are fascinating; and all
of these are well worth learning about. But some spend years
investigating the lesser. It has been well stated they major on the
minors. Some peripheral doctrines stimulate the intellect but do little
for the spirit of man. Do you understand?
Are you delving into the very basic and practical aspects of your faith,
the finer points of Christianity? Have you yet learned to forgive? This
will change your life and the lives of those around you. Do you bless
those who hate you? Are you being a witness for Christ? Are you
visiting the sick and giving alms?
Consider the ways of Jesus. His life was filled with the practical
application of His teachings. He did not espouse theological or
ecclesiastical intellectualism. He spoke to the heart. Our Teacher was
the personification of humility and servanthood. This is how you are to
be. Do not escape to intellectual pursuits. Knowledge puffs up. Pursue
the way of love. To know all of the books of the Bible is good; to know
Jesus is far better. Should you not study the scripture to show yourself
approved, or Church history or the lives of the saints? Yes, of course
you should. But where is your focus?
Theologians take note: There are many who have devoted their entire
life to the study of Hebrew and Greek but have become spiritually
impoverished, feeding their mind and not their spirit. Regrettably, after
years of intellectual stimulation, they have even come to the
unfortunate conclusion that Jesus is not God and that His miracles were
mere fabrication. When will we learn that Christianity is a matter of the
heart? Believe, love God, and love one another. This is simplicity.
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Sabbath Rest
“Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is
the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work… For in
six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that
is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day and hallowed it.” Exodus 20:9-11
Christians have debated the importance of keeping the Sabbath for
centuries. When this topic is discussed, the comment, “we’re not under
the law,” is frequently mentioned. Let it be perfectly clear; there is no
legalism intended here. Jesus distinctly said, “The Sabbath was made
for man, and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also
Lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28).
Nonetheless, it is well worth investigating the Sabbath principle. Many
western nations show no deference to a Sabbath of any kind.
Businesses are open seven days a week and factories produce their
goods day and night. There is little time for rest in a busy society.
Whether at work or play, we expend our energy to the point of
exhaustion. In addition to the fact that we do not take the time to
worship God, we do not even respect our own body.
God created the earth in six days. He rested on the seventh. Why do
you think that this is mentioned in the Bible? Why did God, by law,
require a day of rest? God knows your frame, beloved. He knows your
body needs rest, including your nervous system and emotions.
Certainly, there are many causative factors, but aren’t stress,
depression, anxiety, and other emotional disorders at epidemic
proportions? And psychosomatic illness may account for up to eighty
percent of all physical illnesses. Could it be that we have broken a
scriptural principle and are now reaping the wages of greed?
Do you take a day of rest? Not only a few hours, a full day. Consider
the benefits of spending one day per week with the Lord and with your
family: rest, read, pray, talk and enjoy each other! There is no doubt
that the pressures of society gravitate against this truth; but the diligent
servant of God will alter their lifestyle to heed His wisdom: “Six days
you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work.”
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Executing Justice
“The Lord executes righteousness and justice for all who are
oppressed.” Psalm 103:6
A very serious question for the Evangelical and Pentecostal Church:
Who among you is executing justice? Dear Christian leader, when is
the last time you encouraged your members to run for public office?
Unfortunately, some church leaders have instructed their flock not to
become involved in politics; or at least have not recommended it,
thinking public service to be too dirty a business. Perhaps this has been
one of the greatest theological blunders of the 20th Century.
Many born-again Christians in the United States stood idly by while
prayer was removed from public schools, abortion made legal, and the
free exercise of religion trampled underfoot. And those Christians who
have stood for social justice are somehow considered less spiritual and
delegated to the fringe. This should not be!
Within a free society there are many opportunities. Thanks be to God.
There are also many responsibilities. Prayer and voting, of course, but
what about actually doing the work? Will you leave that to the nonbeliever and then complain because of the appalling decisions they
make? Were you expecting different results?
It is time for you to consider this ministry. Yes, ministry! Stand for
what is right; speak out! This is not about your rights. You are in the
process of dying to self and surrendering your rights. This is about
defending the rights of others: the poor, the widow, the orphan, the
underprivileged, the handicapped, and the unborn. This is the work of
the Christian. This is the will of the Lord.
It is time to prepare young men and women to lead with righteousness
and justice. Instruct your children to know and love the Lord with all
of their heart. Also prepare them to take positions on the school board
or city council, as mayor, or judge. If not you or your children, then
who? “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free,
and that you break every yoke?” Isaiah 58:6
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A Shallow Grave
“Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4
The old man, with all of his sin nature, has been crucified and buried
with Christ. Nonetheless, how shallow a grave we seem to have! Yes,
you will rise again, in the Resurrection; but the flesh desires to be
gratified in the here and now. It will require God’s grace and your best
effort to remain buried, beloved; turn from the temptation to satisfy
yourself.
Instead of clawing your way out of the grave learn to go even lower.
And then, on that day He will call your name and you will rise … this
time in His power and strength, to His glory and honor! Jesus will be
pleased and you will be very glad that you waited for Him!
“Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which
is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon
the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when
you lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put off all these:
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.
Don’t lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his
deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him…“
Col. 3:5-10

The Bottom Rung
“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being
in the form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant…”
Philippians 2:5-7 (NIV)
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What is it that you are looking for, certainly not fame and fortune? Isn’t
it fulfillment that you seek, that inner sense of accomplishment, the
need to be fruitful / productive? If this is the case, then it shouldn’t
really matter what you do, as long as you find an adequate level of
fulfillment
.
You already know in your spirit that small is big in the eyes of God…
so it shouldn’t concern you that what you are doing may be considered
by some to be insignificant. Right? Well, not exactly. The truth
contained in your spirit has not yet convinced your soul. Please trust
the Lord, beloved; He loves you and wants you to be fulfilled! He
knows what would be fulfilling for you. He will bring you to complete
satisfaction; you are merely in transition. God has good plans for you.
Nevertheless, what if instead of being placed in the front of the line,
you were placed in the back… to encourage all of those in a similar
state? How long will you complain about your lowly position before
you realize, that because you have helped them, many in the back of
the line are now moving forward to do marvelous exploits? What if you
were asked to be the bottom rung of the ladder, a place where people
step to climb higher in the Lord? The world would see you as nothing;
but God will see you as great! Whom will you choose to please?
"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his
friends.” John 15:13

Gratitude
“…in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.” 1Thessalonians 5:18
Although this is quite basic and foundational, there is no doubt you
need to hear it again today: Be grateful for what you have! Have a
grateful attitude, “in everything give thanks.” Please notice that this
passage does not say for everything give thanks. There is no need to
deceive yourself by claiming you are thankful for troublesome
circumstances. Nonetheless, God does require that you be grateful even
in the midst of them.
How easy it is to complain about your situation: your spouse or
children, your ministry, job or your finances. Dear disciple, there are
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so many people on this planet that would love to have what you have.
Some are so lonely; they long to come home to someone, even if they
have faults and idiosyncrasies. Others have no home, no work, no
money, and bad health. Your children are giving you grief? Would it
be better to have no children at all? It’s all a matter of perspective…
and you can change your perspective.
You may say, “But you don’t understand. Things are really terrible and
they have been this way for a long time.” God loves you, beloved; He
understands. He is encouraging you to be grateful for what you do have,
instead of dwelling on what you don’t have. Do you realize that the
root cause of negativity and self-pity is ungratefulness? Think about
this for a minute. Perhaps you have hindered your own recovery by
your negative attitude and continual complaining.
Have you been asking the Lord for help, but have found very little
relief? The scripture tells you how to approach God: “Enter into His
gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to
Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is
everlasting…” (Psalm 100:4-5). Do you see? Without thanksgiving
you cannot even get through His gates. Consider this: Would you be
more likely to help the child that freely asked you for things but was
never truly thankful… or the one who was grateful?
Some complain about the mundane; their life is routine with no
excitement… and then comes trouble. Now their life is consumed with
a difficult struggle and they long for the days of peace and quiet, the
good old days of the mundane. Appreciate what you have, dear one.
God forbid trouble should come, but when it does, surely your
perspective will change.
As bad as your life may seem, everyone has a reason to be thankful.
Would you look for 7 reasons right now? Write them down and review
them daily. And as you do, make a conscious effort to praise and thank
God for each of these things. Do it, beloved! It could change your life!
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Extravagant Worship
“… as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of
very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on
His head. But there were some who were indignant among themselves,
and said, ‘Why was this fragrant oil wasted? For it might have been
sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.’ And
they criticized her sharply.” Mark 14:3,4
What an awesome passage - one of my favorites. There is another
similar to it (Luke 7:37), in which a woman spills her tears upon Jesus’
feet and wipes them with her hair… kissing His feet and anointing them
with fragrant oil. How beautiful and precious. There is no concern of
what others will think; dignity is not an issue. No cost is too great; there
is complete abandonment of self.
The onlooker’s reaction, however, was far less than admirable. Michal
made the same error when she observed King David dancing before his
God with complete abandonment. You see, beloved, true worship can
expose the lukewarmness in the hearts of others. The response is
usually one of self-righteousness, as they try to conceal their
backslidden state, especially from themselves! And the unsaved? They
can’t even begin to comprehend why anyone would “waste” their time,
their money, their life on such foolishness.
Dear worshipper, be extravagant! Pour out all that you have, all that
you are. Give Him your very best. He will be pleased and you will be
richly blessed. Our Master was so taken with this extraordinary act of
worship that He prophetically declared, "Assuredly, I say to you,
wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman
has done will also be told as a memorial to her."
Bride of Jesus Christ, how could you offer Him anything less? It’s time
to make yourself ready.
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Your Reputation, Your Life
“Then Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, a place
where the king's prisoners were confined. And he was there in the
prison. But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He
gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.”
Genesis 39:20-21
What if you were to arise one morning to hear the Lord say, “Would
you allow me to take your reputation?” How would you respond?
Hopefully you have grown past the days of quick, religious replies.
You know God too well to be flippant. Think of the implications;
tomorrow you may be unjustly accused of molesting a child! Almost
everyone would turn against you …especially after it hits the news.
You would become an outcast, an object of suspicion and rejection.
You speak of death to self and give some ethereal meaning to it all, but
do you really know what it entails? If we fully understood, no one
would choose to go there. Nonetheless, consider this scenario: You are
erroneously accused of wrongdoing and you lose everything: your
good reputation, your job, and you are sent to prison… all for the
fulfillment of God’s purposes: In the process He wants to conform you
to the image of Jesus and also wants you to minister to a few individuals
who are incarcerated. Not a thousand prisoners, but a few. Not to start
a great prison ministry that transforms many lives, but only a few.
Could you do this?
Would God allow such a thing? You can be sure He would. There are,
however, probably only a few brothers and sisters in the Lord who
could handle this assignment. The self-pity, sense of loss and feelings
of rejection would be overwhelming, not to mention the injustice of it
all. And if the truth be known, God usually doesn’t give you all of the
details beforehand. Albeit, He may tell you, “You’re about to go
through the fire and the flood; but you won’t be burned or drowned;
trust Me, I’ll be with you.” That’s about it; and the next thing you
know, your entire world is turned upside down.
What faith would be required in such a trial, what patience and
endurance! What level of intimacy could be experienced… finding
God Himself to be all-sufficient, your contentment found in Christ
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alone. This is where you are headed, beloved, with perhaps a different
set of circumstances: complete abandonment of self, obedient humility
and intimate communion with God. Do you still want to continue?
Sure, you do! Who else has the words of eternal life? Your loving
Master will be with you every step of the way.
Please don’t stop short of the goal, don’t settle for anything less than
THE FULFILLMENT OF YOUR DESTINY. Your reward will far
surpass anything that you could ever imagine: You will behold His
magnificent glory for all of eternity; you will forever be with Him, the
Lover of your soul.

I Just Can’t Take It Any More!
“…casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” 1Peter 5:7
Have you said this, beloved? Who hasn’t? You have been trying to be
a good Christian, loving, serving, forgiving… but the pressure begins
to builds up, one problem after another. Finally, you feel like you are
about to explode. Everyone has had times like this. It is very difficult
to endure. But you must learn this: It’s not how much you can take,
dear saint; it’s how much you can give to Him, how much you will lay
at His feet, that will make the difference between success and failure…
quitting or staying.
If you take each burden that comes your way you will most certainly
buckle under the weight. But if you can learn to lay each problem
down, counting it all joy when you face various trials, you will grow
sweeter and wiser in the process. Does this sound religious or uncaring?
Please don’t receive it that way. You are deeply loved.
There is a place that you have not yet been, a place of peace, a peace
that passes all understanding. You can enter, beloved. You are very
welcome. It is called the Kingdom of God and you find your way via
child-like faith. Perhaps trust is a better word. Please trust God! Here
is a pointed question that requires absolute honesty: Are you looking
for an excuse to quit… or a reason to remain?
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Without Complaining
“Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may
become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world.” Philippians 2:14-15
With unashamed redundancy, we mention this vital truth again: Be
grateful, don’t complain. In fact, the word of God declares with
profundity: “Do all things without complaining…” What does all
things mean, dear disciple? When you wait in long lines, don’t
complain; when your spouse or children give you a hard time, don’t
complain; when your work is hectic or mundane, don’t complain; when
you don’t have enough money, don’t complain… do you get the point?
All things mean ALL THINGS!
When you complain, you release poison into your life, you make things
worse, not better. You say, “I become uptight and need to release some
steam.” Sounds logical, but is it really? The truth is, when you grumble
and complain as you do, you sow more discontentment within your
own soul, not to mention that you contaminate others. You reinforce
your negativity and dig yourself a deeper hole. Do you understand?
Don’t complain, give thanks and praise instead!
There will always be something to complain about, but you can change
your perspective. Don’t look at what’s wrong with any given situation;
try to see what is right about it. For example: If you have an accident,
don’t complain about your vehicle being dented, praise and thank God
that no one was seriously injured. Even in tragedy, you can find some
reason to give thanks. Of course, you may feel like complaining, but
you can choose to praise instead. Practice this, dear one. Practice! The
scripture exhorts us to offer a sacrifice of praise. Sacrifice implies that
it is not always easy to praise; it will require a conscious effort. Most
certainly Paul and Silas could have complained after being beaten and
thrown into prison. “Why did this have to happen to me?” But instead
they sang songs of praise! You can do this too.
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Please consider this sobering thought: Your difficult situation may not
change until you are grateful for what you already have. You may not
experience God’s favor to the fullest until you change your ungrateful,
complaining attitude and praise the Lord and give Him thanks for the
multitude of blessings that you already possess.
Lord, please forgive me for grumbling within and complaining out
loud. I choose, from this day forward, to give you thanks and praise for
all that you have done for me and for everything that you have given to
me. Help me to see the good in every situation. Help me to change my
negative attitude.

More of You
"… For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be
required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask
the more.” Luke 12:48
You have asked for more of the Lord’s presence in your life. But have
you yet realized that the Lord is now asking for more of you, more from
you? Oh yes, you have been to the altar and surrendered all… perhaps
you have done this more than once. As a result, the Lord has taken you
deeper. But that was then, and this is a new day, beloved. This is what
God is doing in this hour: He is asking His servants for more of
themselves… more than you could have ever imagined.
The Master has been testing His disciples, trials and tumults abound.
He is looking for those who will love Him and continue to walk with
Him in the midst of uncertainty, even absolute darkness. He is pruning
to enable more fruit bearing, testing with pressure, to reveal your heart
(to you). Each step is carefully guided by His unseen providence. The
more that you yield to Him, the more it will cost you. If you choose to
go all of the way, it will cost you everything. Remember, dear one, the
greater the call on your life, the greater the preparation… God will
require so much more from you.
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Job lost everything: his family, livestock, property and reputation, but
was given back a double portion. God required Abraham to sacrifice
his only son. Upon the obedient surrender of his most precious, the
Lord spared Isaac and gave Abraham an inheritance so great that he
could have never envisioned it.
Be encouraged, dear saint, when God asks you to relinquish all that you
are, your hopes, dreams and deepest desires … and all that you possess,
He restores to you something of greater value. Will you continue to
trust and obey your loving Lord? He has led you to the altar once again.
Don’t be reluctant to surrender everything. The best is yet to come!

An Act of Rebellion
“They did not cry out to Me with their heart when they wailed upon
their beds. They assemble together for grain and new wine, they rebel
against Me…” Hosea 7:14
How often does woundedness, discouragement or disappointment
result in an act of rebellion? It would be wise to recognize this
propensity so that you can more easily defend against it. I mean, you
normally resist temptation; you are strong in the Lord... and then comes
a season of discouragement, or you become offended by another’s
words or deeds. It’s not long before self-pity festers and you begin to
use all of this as an excuse to sin, usually a sin of self-indulgence. You
buy something you don’t need, eat or drink more than you should,
allow yourself to see something that you shouldn’t, or commit a sexual
sin. Does any of this sound familiar?
When you see this pattern reoccurring, take a stand. Say, “no farther”
and stand your ground. The Lord will help you. These difficult periods
do have a half-life; they will not last forever. Remember, praise Him
and don’t complain… and forgive those who have offended you. This
is the quickest, most direct route to the other side.
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The Joy of Living
“For you shall go out with joy, and be led out with peace; the
mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing before you, and
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” Isaiah 55:12
Dear disciple, in the process of being conformed to His image, it is not
difficult to lose the spring in your step; you can occasionally become
glum and morose. The dealings of the Lord could leave you
discouraged or complacent... especially if self-pity lingers in the
shadows. You may become fatalistic, your hope for better days
diminished. This is no way to live, beloved. The Master desires that
you experience life to its fullest... with His joy flooding your soul.
Many of God's servants begin with steadfast fervor, but somewhere
along the way become overwhelmed by life and allow the status quo to
sustain them. They merely bide their time and await retirement. Don't
let this happen to you; maintain your sense of wonder, your passion for
life and the zeal to fulfill your destiny.
Seniors take note: your body may be well worn but your soul and spirit
have unlimited potential. You have the possibility to become
increasingly intimate with God; and your prayer life is poised to
explode with power… to bear more fruit in this season than at any other
time in your life. There is no retirement from doing God’s will; you
will find no scripture that gives such permission. Rest, of course, but
don't push back from the table and resign yourself to a life a selfcentered fruitlessness. There is so much more that you can do; each
new day could become an unfolding adventure. It is all a matter of your
perspective: your willingness.
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The Revealing
"Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is
risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and
deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over you, and His
glory will be seen upon you." Isaiah 60:1-2
Dear disciple, you are now being prepared for a great and glorious end:
God is about to reveal His sons and daughters! Yes, there is gross
darkness in the earth and no doubt it will increase, but the Lord is about
to show Himself strong. You will be His vessel, filled with His glory
and moving in His power and authority. Salvation, healing and
deliverance will abound. This will be a time like none other!
His preparatory pruning work has been challenging and painful, but
how can you settle for lesser things? Be wise and vigilant, beloved;
unity must be maintained. Repentance and the forgiving of others is
absolutely necessary if you are to fulfill your destiny. Be grateful and
don’t complain… you will overcome by His grace! All of creation
eagerly waits and groans for the revealing of the sons of God!
Many are called to this awesome privilege, but few will be chosen.
Remember, it is lower, not higher... true servanthood with lowliness of
heart. The weak and foolish, the humble and the broken… these are the
ones who will carry His glory. Your loving God is doing a deep work.
Have you noticed the dissatisfaction within… the nagging desire to see
His purposes accomplished in the earth? Soon He will call your name
and you will arise and shine with great glory and many will be blessed.
You have been dying to yourself. Now you will truly live in Christ!
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